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U.S. BONDS AS ACTORS PAY 





Department Store Circuit’ Growing; 
Pay Off Guest Names in Merchandise 


= 


A ‘department store circuit’ for | 
film, legit and nitery celebs—with | 
the payoff mebbe a dress or suit | 
and only occasionally folding money , 
—is in process of formation on two | 
fronts. Although unusual | 
for a store to use an occasional name | 


it’s not 


as a draw for a fashion show, large 


and organized scale on which celebs 


are being supplied is a new facet. } 


Single personality is no longer the 
thing to draw attention to a fashion 


display. Show at Oppenheim Col- 
lins, N. Y., last Thursday (12), for 
instance, boasted Glenda Farrell, 


Alan Dinehart and Lyle Talbot, all 
in ‘Separate Rooms,’ Broadway le- 


giter; Gertrude Niesen, currently at 
Loew’s State; Lee Mortimer, film 

critic and columnist of the New 
York Mirror; Eddie Davis, of Leon 
and Eddie’s, 52nd_ street  nitery; | 
Gower and Jeanne, ballroomologists | 
at Ben Marden’s’. Riviera, andj 
‘Broadway Sam,’ otherwise ticket- 
broker Sam Roth. Jean Sablon, 


French nitery personality, currently 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Former Baseball Pitcher, 
Walter Brown, Now Is 
Highbrow Concert Exec 


Walter Paige Brown, former pitcher 
for the N. Y. Giants and Boston Red 
Sox, has been appointed southern 


representative for Columbia Concerts | 
with Co- | 


Corp. Brown has been 
lumbia five years since 
ment from baseball in 1935. He's 
not to be confused with Walter 
‘Jumbo’ Brown, present relief pitcher 
of the N. Y. Giants. 

Brown was picked by the Giants 
from Brown University and shipped 
to Toronto in the International League 
in 1928, after a year with the 
league club. He played with Hart- 
ford in 1929 and with Montreal in 
1929-1932, when he was sold to the 
Red Sox ior $20,000 Loan five player: 


LICORICE VIRTUOSO’S 
MANY LONGHAIR DATES 


Benny Goodman is mulling the 
idea of sidetracking normal dance 
band work for several short periods 
each year, devoting the time to 
catching up on proffered classical | 
dates. Since his guest work at Car- 
negie and Town Hall, New York, and 
in other cities with nationally known 
Symphonies, quartets and_ soloists, 
demand for Goodman's longhair ap- 
pearances has grown considerably. 
Goodman already is booked for 
three longhair shots during the sum- 
mer, One at Robin Hood Dell, Phila- 
delphia, July 10; Lewisohn Stadium, 
New York, July 14; and another 


later in the summer w ith the Dayton, 
0., Symphony. 


his retire- 





big ’ 





Telling the Trade 


‘Grand Central Station’ pro- 
gram (Lambert & Feasley) on 
June 10 told the story of an ex- 
vaudeville dog act trainer. Al 
Shean played the part. After 
many tribulations he finally got 


a job as master of a million- 
aire’s kennels. In the radio 
script he rushes to tell his wife, 
crying: 

‘And ma—the first thing we 


do, we put an advertisement in 
VARIETY.’ 








FILM BIZ NG. 
DANCERIES OK 


In contrast to the complaints of 
film exhibitors the country over that 
business is seriously declining de- 
spite a flood of defense money be- 
ing circulated, operators of one-night 
ballrooms, parks, etc., which use 
name bands are finding the current 
season the biggest they’ve encoun- 
tered in several years. Almost every 
one of the better known ballrooms 
in the east, midwest and the south 
are reporting improvement and in 
some instances 
operated weekends only are running 
profitable mid-week promotions. 

. sunset Ballroom, Carrolltown, Pa.; 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Dialog Phonograph Discs 
Due for Public Revival 
Comedy Routines Selling 


Record-mi again 


ided public may 


support novelty disks of the “Two 
Black Crows’ (Moran and Mack) 
school, and for that reason every 
company is now going in for albums, 
‘theme’ series, etc., ranging from 
Merle Evans’ ‘A Day at the Circus’ 
(Barnum & Bailey-Ringling band- 
master) to monologs by Reggie 


Gardiner and Eddie Cantor. 

Idea is being developed to embrace 
‘A Record Tour of Hollywood’ (a la 
Screen Snapshots, but on wax this 
time) to old vaudeville dialogs. 


BOOM TALLEY COMEBACK 


Columbia Books Singer with Bac- 
caloni for Prestige 








Columbia Concerts Corp., in an ef- 
fort to boost the stock of Marion 
Talley’s comeback, has booked her 
to appear in joint recital with Sal- 
vatore Baccaloni in suburban New 
York in the fall. 

The basso is Columbia’s biggest 
draw, and the house will be sold out 
on his name in all probability. 
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‘Separate Rooms,’ Broadway 


Legit, Pays Off 25% of 


Cast’s Salaries in Defense’ 


Bonds, 75% in Cash—De- 
fense Stamps for Smaller 
Compensations 


‘FORCED SAVINGS’ 


Treasury 
prospect, 
tend- 


With the United States 
smiling benignly at the 
there appears to be a growing 


ency in show business and 


| substitute Defense Bonds for cash in 


that formerly | 


bonuses and, in at 
as part pay- 


prizes, premiums, 
least one reported case, 
ment of actors’ salaries. ‘Separate 
Rooms,’ at the Plymouth theatre, 
New York, has adopted the rule that 


75% salary is paid in cash and one- 
quarter in Bonds. It’s general man- 
ager Ben Stein’s idea. 


One of the problems of selling De- 
fense Bonds is to get the customer 
(Continued on page 45) 


SONG-PLUGGING 
GOVERNMENT 


Ottawa, June 17. 
bandleaders have been 
formally asked by the Canadian gov- 
ernment pe play at least twice a 
night wherever they are, a new tune 


Canadian 


published by Feist Music in New 
York. Titled ‘Under Canadian 
Skies,’ the melody has been adopted 


by Canada as a theme tune in its at- 
tempt to recover tourist 
U. S., fright 


border difficulties 


biz from the 


+ 


ened away by ories of 


ote ’ gatting mn 
r , in getting 1n 


d out of the Dominion 


Airline, railr¢ 


an 
vad companies an 


possible mediums of exploitation are, 
or will push the number. Stickers on 
luggage, menus, even beer coasters 

lvertise the tune, writter by 
Vincent Rose, Larry Stocks and Al 
Lewis. 


‘NEGRO COLLEGE BAND 


| 


| 


JOINS ARMY EN MASSE 


New Orleans, June 17. 
An entire Negro college swing 
band was inducted into the army at 
Camp Claiborne, La., Thursday (12). 
Culminating weeks of negotiations 
with state selective service officials, 


the orchestra from Alcorn Agri- 
cultural nd Mechanical’ College, 


volunteered en masse. Now the boys 
hope to spend their year together as 
the regimental band. 


They're with the 367th Infantry 
all-Negro regiment which welcomed 
the collegians since they had no 


band of their own up to now. 





Selmick Packa 





ging Odd-Length 


Briefies as One Means to K.0. Duals 





Borscht on B’way 


One of Broadway’s open-front 
drinkeries has acquired a new 
flavor in thirst-quenchers. 

It’s labeled: ‘Borscht-O-Cola’, 


JIM FARLEY AS 
CZAR OF RADIO? 


Out of the current hearing by the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee on the White Resolution for 
an investigation of the FCC may 
come a decision by the broadcast- 
ing industry to appoint for itself a 
‘czar’ of the Will Hays type. Intima- 
tions of a move in that direction 
have emanated during the past week 
from both NBC and CBS sources, 
with the topic reported to be gain- 
ing more substance with each broad- 
caster meeting in Washington where 








} 
radio to | 


industry strategy is discussed. The 
person most frequently mentioned 
for this post is James A. Farley 
former postmaster general. 
Networks figure that the best they 
can hope to get from the Senate 
committee’s probe is a suggestion 


that they get together with the FCC 
and try to work out a modification 
of the proposed rules on network- 
affiliated station relations while the 
(Continued on page 55) 


Nab Edward Vanderfield, 


An American, As Nazi 
Radio Station Pirate 


Mexico (¢ June 17 
( ernment agents have ra E i 
- 
palatial residence here and captured 


neé€ Vande! 
Senorita Maria Luisa Yarse, a Me 


field and 


can, who are jointly accused of op- 
erating an illegal radio station. Th 
pirate transmitter and listening post 


allegedly tapped government com 
munications and passed information 
to Nazi espionage sources. 
Vanderfield was described by 
Mexican officials as a new high in 
(Continued on page 54) 


COCA-COLA’S FANCY VOICES 


Lily Pons Set for $5,000—Paul 
Robeson Gets $2,500 June 29 
Atlanta, June 17 

Lily Pons will inaugurate the 
Coca-Cola program in the fall on 
Sept. 28. The Met coloratura will 
receive $5,000. 

Meantime Paul Robeson has been 
set for the Coca-Cola program of 
June 29. (He also has a fall deal 
with the radio show.) The Negro 
baritone will receive $2,500 per 





shot 


+ 





Hollywood, June 17. 

David O. Selznick is readying a 
new form of attack on the double 
feature, a package dea! of odd-reel 
stories, ranging from 500 to 5,000 
feet, to be sold as one group total- 
ing about 13,000 feet. Idea is to 
hand out a balanced program, along 
with a newsreel, about 3,000 feet 
shorter than the customary double 
bill. 

Edgar Allan Poe’s yarns form the 
first group as “Tales of Mystery and 
Imagination,’ with all-star casts and 
footage rated according to the drae 
matic worth of the story, regardlesg 
of studio formula. 





Hoofer Dies for a Gag, 
Only This Time It Was 
A Bear in Ugly Mood 


o___ —- 


Detroit, June 17. 
Trying to give his night club a 
lift with a bear proved fatal to Tom 
Miller, 28-year-old hoofer. Doubling 
between daytime employment at the 


Lee United Shows, a carnival play- 
ing here, and nighttime appearance 
in floor shows, Miller tried to pre- 


vail on Capt. William Callender, 
owner of Teddy, a 450-pound Cana- 
dian brown bear, to let him take the 
animal along as a gag with his act. 


Callender’ refused. Miller was 
killed, his neck broken by one cuff 
from the bear’s paw, when he went 
behind the tents and evidently tried 
to pull up the animal’s stake and 
take him away. 

Following Miller’s death Friday 
(13), authorities said they would take 
no action against the bear Oddity 

that ‘Teddy’ is an unusually docile 
east used frequently in entertaining 
hildren in schools and ho pit ils. His 
ywner happens to be president of a 
state humane society. 


PITT HALTS BB. GAME 
FOR CONN FITE AIRING 


Pitt eine gh, June 17 

Not only will the broadcast of the 
Pirates-Giants game here tomorrow 
night (18) be interrupted during the 
blow-by-blow account of the Joé 
Louis-Billy Conn fight over the air, 
but so will the game itself. First 
time management of local National 
League entry has ever taken such 
cognizance of another sports event, 
but Pirates decided that since Conn 
is a Pittsburgh boy, if they wanted 
anybody at all at their night game, 
they'd have to do something about it. 

So the baseball club announced 
that loudspeakers would be hooked 
up at Forbes Field and that as soon 
as the fight began, the ball game 
would stop and be resumed again at 
the conclusion of the heavyweight 
bout At the same time, WWSW, 
which airs the Pirate game, will take 
a recess, too, and go in for musical 


trar scriptions, 
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P.S. 44 Meets Harvard 

















‘ soct | ; 
+ 
{ 00 udiest 2 ‘ 
Billy Rose has now reached z 
e | the two academic extremes. ce ° 
Name Show Yet to Play for Soldiers 22" 2 redline 
W y | career ended at P.S. 44 in the *ae 
. Bronx, addressed the Harvard What a crowd the day I opened at the Paramount! The lobby was 
——_—_—__—— + Club of New York at luncheon , And 
| yesterday (Tuesday) on ‘Show- packed ...I thought it would never stop raining. 
Del Monte, Cal., June 17. | JUST CONSERVATIVE | mnanaiien peer ante SAY: After the first show I walked out of the stage door and it was jammed 
Generals, colonels and majors as ! with people waving fountain pens at me... they wanted ink. 


well as privates tumbled over each 
other like juvenile autograph-hunt- 
ers in order to gander visiting film 
stars sent by Hollywood over week- 
end to entertain trainees at Camp 
Hunter Liggett and Fort Ord. 
Termed a ‘sneak preview’ or ‘test 
show,’ it may point the way for more 
such entertainment projects. 

Headed by Jack Benny, the Holly- 
wood lineup represented the costli- 
est and flashiest name lineup yet to 
appear in an army camp. Although 
just recovering from the flu, Benny 
set out on the 700-mile trip to serve 
as m.c. George Jessel was called in 
to substitute, but Benny improved 
enough later to split the assignment. 

Estimated that the trek of Holly- 
wood stars cost $5,000, being financed 
by Hollywood agents and producers | 
until a fund is created to reimburse 
them, or provide for future ventures 
of this sort. Included in the line- | 
up of screen players were Marlene | 
Dietrich, Claudette Colbert, Burns 
and Allen, Mary §Livngstone, 
Rochester, Ritz Brothers, Ray Bol- 

(Continued on page 15) 


Actress Mary Lawson, 
Husband Killed in Nazi 


Bombing of Liverpool 


| 
' 











London, May 29. | 
Mary Lawson, 30, British stage and | 
film actress, was killed recently with 
her husband, Francis Beaumont, dur- 
ing an air raid on Liverpool. 

Originally a concert, then cabaret 
singer, Miss Lawson made her first 
stage appearance in ‘Good News’ at 
the Carlton, London, in 1928, when 
she replaced Zelma O’Neal. She | 
toured Australia starring in musical | 
shows, returned to London where 
she played in ‘White Horse Inn’ and 
‘Casanova’ at the Coliseum. Also 
appeared in-a number of films. At 
one time she was engaged to marry 
Fred Perry, the tennis ace. Her 
husband was on leave from the Air 
Force. 

S. J. Warmington, 56, British stage 
and radio actor, was killed in Lon- 
don May 10 while helping to put out 
incendiary bombs. At one time he 
was a journalist, but had been an 
actor for over 30 years, playing 


many dramatic roles both in Eng- | 


land and in the U. S. His most re- 
cent work was on the radio in the 
Inspector Hornleigh series of crime 
stories. 

The Earl of Suffolk, husband of 
former dancer Mimi Crawford, was 
killed during a recent air raid. 
Leaves two sons and a daughter. 


British Censor’s ‘Premises Disap- 


peared’ (Blitzed Out) 





Quarters of the British censor 
board in London were demolished by 
a Nazi bomb last month, it was re- 
vealed in a letter received in N. Y. 
this week. No word of the loss had 
come from the British capital until 
it was referred to in a message to a 
film company homeoffice. 

This note, the epitome of British 
under-statement, follows in part: ‘It 
probably will be several weeks be- 
fore we can get our picture taken 
care of by the Censor Board. It will 
not be functioning normally for sev- 
eral weeks because the premises dis- 
appeared the other night.’ 


PASCAL WANTS MUNI 





FOR GALLICO YARN: 





Gabriel Pascal is negotiating with 
Paul Muni for top role in ‘Snow 
Goose,’ the Paul Gallico yarn which 
he will begin lensing in Montreal in 
about seven weeks. About half the 
picture will be shot on Hudson’s 
Bay location. 


Pascal will leave at the beginning 
of July for a week in England con- 
fabbing with George Bernard Show, 
whose ‘The Millionairess’ will prob- 
ably be Pascal’s next. 





Hope, Carroll Team In 
Yarn By Vallee Writers 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Bob Hope and Madeleine Carroll 
team up in ‘Snowball in Hell,’ a 
comedy slated for October produc- 
tion at Paramount. 
Picture deals with a British femme 





secret agent and an American vaude | 


comic. Yarn was concocted by two 
radio writers, Norman Panama and 
Melvin Frank, who whip up scripts 
for Rudy Vallee’s ‘Sealtest’ show. 





Bowes’ Appendectomy 


Major Edward Bowes underwent 
an emergency appendectomy yester- 
day (Tuesday) at Doctor’s hospital, 
N. Y., forcing his Thursday night 
| amateur hour for Chrysler off the air 
1 until his recovery. 
| It will be the first time the pro- 
gram has failed to go on in 327 
‘ broadcasts, 





Strawhatting At Santa Barbara 


To Season Players, Ferret Pic Yarn 








Santa Barbara, June 17. 
David O. Selznick goes strawhat 
this summer, with a lease on the 
Lobero theatre, John Houseman as 
production associate and a_ stock 
company comprising his own Holly- 
wood contract players, supplemented 


bi 
| 


THREE 20TH SCOUTS ON 


TRAIL OF BARN TALENT 


Hollywood, June 17. 








Steve Clow, Former B’way 
- $candal Sheet Publisher, 
Dies Obscurety in N. Y. 


Death of Steve Clow, who was 
; around 68, recently in Bellevue hos- 
‘pital aroused but passing interest on 
Broadway for his questionable activ- 
| ities belonged to another generation. 
'He conducted a monthly magazine 
known as Broadway Brevities which 
'was supposed to uncover petty 
rackets but the reputation of the rag 
| was odorous. Publication specialized 
in printing or threatening to use 
photos and stories about the private 
lives of personalities in and out of 
show business during the speakeasy 
era of night clubs. 

The law finally caught up with 
Clow. He was convicted of black- 
| mail and served about 18 months in 
Atlanta. Testimony and information 
‘supplied by Peggy Hopkins Joyce 
| was credited with resulting in Clow’s 
incarceration. He or persons on his 
‘staff’ were repeatedly reported at- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Rice to H’wood to Work 
On Another Guy’s Yarn 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Elmer Rice is moving into the 
Paramount to work on the screen- 
play of ‘Holiday Inn,’ the Irving Ber- 
| lin musical story to be produced and 
directed by Mark Sandrich. 
| It will be the first time Rice has 
| worked on a film yarn other than 
| his own. He has toiled for the pic- 
, tures on ‘Street Scene’ and ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law,’ legit plays which he 
wrote himself. ‘Holiday Inn’ goes 
| into production in November with 
| Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire in 
the leads. 

















Everett Crosby Has Rights 
To Italian Puccini Musical 


Everett .Crosby has acquired the 
rights to the Italian film, ‘The Dream 
of Butterfly,’ including all of Ric- 
cordi’s rights to the Puccini music, 
|} and is arranging to peddle it on the 
Coast. 

Reported asking $75,000. 





STALL BERNHARDT BIOG 


U. S. Antipathy to France At Pres- 
ent the Reason 








Lysiane Bernhardt, granddaughter 
of the ‘Divine Sarah,’ arrived last 
week in New York from Lisbon via 
the British West Indies, following 
the British control taking the S. S. 
| Winnipeg in tow. Latter was to 
'have anchored at Martinique, but 
| suspected fifth-column Germans 
| caused the interruption of their jour- 


ney on the high seas, just before 
making the French West Indies port. 
| In New York, Mlle. Bernhardt, who 
| is a writer, states she will work on 
scripts, but will defer her present in- 
tention of a screen biog on Sarah 





So many guys put the bite on me this week at the theatre . . 
book is black-and-blue. 

The Paramount is so big, Vincent Lopez and his boys play here in the 
morning and come back in the afternoon to listen to the echo. 

Broadway Dept. 

Jack Zero, my stooge—the one who burst a borscht vessel—is having 
himself measured for a skin toupee! 

Just found out Broadway Rose has a big following—the Times Square 
Cops! 

Bob Weitman knows an agent who is 100% agent—10% agent and 90% 
disliked. 

Between shows caught a picture on Broadway that was so bad, the star 
stepped out of character and apologized to the audience. 

Insomnia Note: Before Peggy Joyce goes to bed at night she doesn’t 
count sheep—she counts husbands! 

Holly woodiana 

Congress is trying to pass a law honoring John Barrymcre. They're set- 
ting aside August 2 as ‘Ballantine’s Day.’ 

Bette Davis is the only actress in Hollywood who doesn’t have to worry 
about men. Every year she winds up with an ‘Oscar.’ 

Bob Hope wires me that he knows an actor who thinks he’s so terrific 
he even smokes Sensation Cigarettes! 

There’s an extra in Hollywood who played in ‘Night Train,’ ‘A Night in 
Lisbon’ and ‘That Night in Rio.’ She just quit the business because she 
couldn't stand the night work. 

Music Dept. 

Do you think B.M.I. songs will bring .back chariot races? 

Just wrote a new song for the Gaiety burlesque: ‘Interr-insky.’ 
Radio Dept. 

A certain New York bicarbonate company is sponsoring a new radio 
show called ‘Billious the Kid.’ : 

Jack Rosenberg (the 802 prez) knows a radio band leader who knows 
music backwards and plays it the same way. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That Jimmy Durante rents his nose out for pole-vaulting events .. . That 
Harry James, the trumpeter, used to play taps in an Army and Navy 
Store... That John Swallow of N.B.C. got on invitation to come to Capis- 
trano... That Adolphe Menjou drinks out of a mustache cup.... 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Shirley Temple: Miilion Dollar Baby .. . Shuberts: Lee, the People... 

My Mother: Ziegfeld Berle ... Broadway Rose: Not So Fragrant Vagrant. 
Observation Dept. 

Just met an actor from Hollywood who is so exclusive, even the water 
on his knee is distilled. 

I don’t mind being drafted in the Army if it’s to protect the women and 
children in America. In fact, I know just the woman I want to protect— 
Madeleine Carroll! 

Eavesdropped at La Conga: ‘He married a very striking woman—and 
he has black and blue marks to prove it!’ 

Eavesdropped at Stork Club: ‘That dame! 
sional blind date!’ 

My brother (the inventive one) just found out how to catch a rat. You 
hide in the kitchen and make a noise like a piece of cheese. 

Whatever Became of. TT? TTTFT 
Fun and Bubbles Dodge City Four 
Alexander Carr’s April Showers Dalton & Craig 
Lewis & Moore Tower & Welch 
Afterpiece 

Hollywood is the only place in the world where you don’t have to be a 

genius to be a genius. 


Li Harvey Chippers Into N. Y.; Execs 
Fly in for RKO Parley; Other Skyliners 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Reginold Armour. 
Phyllis Brooks. 
Frank Capra. 
Patrick Cunning. 
Virginia Dale. 
Valentine Davies, 
George Dembow. 
William Dieterle. 
Howard Dietz. 
Brian Donlevy. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Charles L. Glett. 
Leonard Goldenson. 
William Heineman. 
Bob Hope. 

Jacob H. Karp. 


» my bank 


Why, she looks like a profes- 











| By GEORGE FROST 

| Blonde and beautiful, British and 
blue-garbed, battered and be-jeweled 
' Lilian Harvey, English film star, flew 
|into LaGuardia Field, New York, 
|aboard the weekend Dixie Clipper, 
Pan-American Airways’ flying boat, 
'direct from the stage where man- 


kind is offering the world’s mightiest 
production featuring bombs, black- 
| outs, blitzkriegs, battles and beau- 
coup bedevilment. 

| Framed in the glitter of, ’tis said, 
| $100,000 worth of diamonds, sap- 
phires, emeralds and topazes, and 
| supported on a pair of brand new 
crutches, Miss Harvey, between 


by picture and stage names. Idea is| Strawhat talent is getting more “ire Austin Keough. enerous smiles for the cameramen, 
to produce a program of weekly legit than a once-over by 20th-Fox scouts; Bernhardt until history creates a} Al Kingston. Suplained that she beske ter right 
shows which will give Coast players this year, with three observefs look-|™0re Sympathetic U. S. stance to-| Claude Lee. (Continued on page 54) 


an opportunity to act during the hot 


ing over the country from coast to | 


wards anything Francaise. Irvin 
Marks is her agent, and both agree 


Perry Lieber. 





months without hopping across the coast. | thie | . : , Arthur Lockwood. 
country. Joe Holton is assigned to scan the ys, Son /DOPPoMtune occasion. J. R .McDonough. 

Name of the outfit is the Holly- pastoral drama in Massachusetts, W. Colston Leigh meantime will Dudley Nichols. N. Y. to L. A. 
wood Summer Theatre, designed to Connecticut and Rhode Island: manage a lecture tour. Rodney Pantages. Barney Balaban. 





Frederick Pike. Victor Brun. 
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encourage young actors and screen Charles Goetz in Maine, New Hamp-_| 





writers with ambitions to turn out shire, Vermont, Pennsylvania and e Ruth Robin. Dickenson Church. 
stage dramas. Part of the plan is to Maryland, and Ivan Kahn on the| RKO Pacts Ray Coliins William Rodgers. Vyvyan Donner. 
@iscover new plays which may event- West Coast. Art Schmidt. Sylvia Fairbanks. 


ually show up on the screen. 

Schedule calls for weekly appear- | 
ances of Selznick contract players, 
among whom are Ingrid Bergman, | 
Joan Fontaine, Alan Marshall and. 
Vivien Leigh, if she returns from 
Britain in time for the summer sea- 
son. Meanwhile an eastern talent 
division will be maintained in Selz- 
nick’s New York office in charge of 
Katharine Brown. 

Selznick said shows that click in 
Santa Barbara would be routed, 
across the country before playing on | 
Broadway. He figures that by the 
time they reach New York he would 
have a good audience reaction. He 
will handle all financing of such | 
shows. 





Cantor’s Army Shows 





Eddie Cantor, who winds up his 
Bristol-Myers series June 25, heads 
for the Coast to recruit a troupe to 


play a number of shows at various 


army camps. He has no other defi- 
nite plans for the summer. 


There is a slight chance he will 
do a picture, and he also would like 
to do a Broadway musical in Oc- 
tober or November, but he has no 
commitments, that depending on suit- 
able material. 





| Ray Collins, radio and legit char- 
,acter actor, has been signed to an 
|RKO contract and reports at the 
‘studio Aug. 1. He has a five-year 
deal calling for six pictures a year, 
with one-year options. His first as- 
signment isn’t set. 

He’ll leave for the Coast by 
motor with his wife about July 20. 
Only previous film appearance was 
in ‘Citizen Kane.’ He left the part 
of the defense attorney in ‘Native 
Son,’ at the St. James, N. Y., last 


week, being succeeded by Jack 
Barry. 





Bernard Hart. 
Russell Holman, 
Florence Lake. 
Sam Levene. 
Helen Lewis. 

Sol A. Rosenblatt. 
Martha Tilton. 
Adolph Zukor. 


Taft Schreiber. 
William Scully. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Kenneth Thomson. 
Jack Townley. 
Lamar Trotti. 
Michael Whalen. 
Bert Wheeler. 
Herbert Wilcox. 
Ed Zabel. 
Darryl Zanuck. 





SAILINGS 


June 20 (New York to Maracaibo) 
KANIN INTO KHAKI Alvaro Reyes (Santa Elena). 
June 14 (New York to San Fran- 
Hollywood, June 17. | sisco) Joe Bell (William Lucken- 
Garson Kanin directs himself to a_ bach). 
khaki uniform June 25. June 14 (West Indies Cruise) Fred 
RKO megger received a week’s de- Schang, Jr. Fred Schang, 3d. 
ferment to wind wun his affairs (Kiuneshalm). 
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-WBWANTS ARMY CAMP SHOW 
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Scores the Hollywood Formula 





Hollywood, June 17. 


Hollywood’s formula for South American pictures and South Amer- 


ica’s formula for living don’t quite 


jibe, according to Harold Daniels, 


author of the original story produced by RKO under the title, ‘They 


Met in Argentina.’ 


Daniels spent months in Argentina studying the 


moods and customs of the people before he started writing his story. 


It was characteristically South American, 
‘But when I saw the preview,’ he as- 
‘all I could recognize of my brainchild was the game of El Pato. 


story to Lou Brock, producer. 
serted, 


he said, when he sold the 


All those familiar touches that the Argentines would have enjoyed 


have been tossed out. I guess the 
like stories written by those who 


formula boys of Hollywood don’t 
know the South American people 


and who are trying to cultivate friendly feelings south of the border.’ 
Daniels has not been called in for a Spanish-language remake of the 


picture for the Latin-American trade. 


Hollywood critics who pre- 


viewed the North American version are not so hot about it in any 


language. 








Lack of Interest, Rush of Work Keep 


Film Names From Strawhatting in East: 





| 
Hollywood, June 17. | 

Strawhatting in the cow barns of 
New England and other way points | 
along the eastern seaboard holds little 
attraction for the pampered sons and | 
daughters of the cinema. Canvass 
of the studios discloses that few film 
players will illumine the barnyard 
citadels of the drama with their 
glamour or talent. 

Were it not that Hollywood sum- 
mer production is rushing along at a 
feverish pitch, the list of those ex- 
hibiting their talents in the cow- 
sheds would be far more imposing 
than what now obtains. Then there's 
the abhorring thought of leaving ‘my 
deah California’ that militates against 
any sizable exodus east now that 
straw skimmers are topping off the 
summer flannel ensemble. 

Time was when studios gave a 
thought to barns and little theatres 
as training grounds for their young 
stock players. It’s still a thought, 
but it doesn’t register with the 
strawhat impresarios. Names they 

(Continued on page 55) 


WILL HAYS LEAVES 
CHICAGO HOSPITAL 


Will Hays left the ra hospital, 
where he has been confined since late 
in April, Monday (16). He is going 
to his home in Sullivan, Ind., for an 





additional rest although he may be 
back at his New York office by 
early next week. He plans a trip 


to the Coast after his N. Y. visit. 

Hays went into the Chicago hos- 
pital for a complete physical check- 
up, an infected throat and pneu- 
monia, aftermath of a siege with flu 
last winter, causing him to remain 
more than six’ weeks. His doctor 
ordered complete rest. 

Numerous vital matters are due to 
come before Hays for consideration 
including the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors production 
code administration setup, frozen 
coin in Great Britain and possibly 
outlining some method for pulmotor- 
ing the sagging cinema boxoffice 


How Many Is ea at Par? 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Katharine Booth, new contractee 
at Paramount, is heading for plenty 
of work, with four pictures in the 
offing. 

Assignments are ‘Glamour Boy,’ | 
‘Sing a Song of Homicide,’ ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ and ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase.’ 





SCREENTEST LINA ROMAY 


Mexican Girl With Cugat Before 
20th-Fox Cameras 








Lina Romay, vo¢alist with the 
Xavier Cugat orchestra, has been 
screen -tested by 20th-Fox. Singer | 
was formerly known as _ Josette, 
when with Horace Heidt. She’s 
daughter of a Mexican consular of- 
ficial stationed in New York. 

Cugat is at Waldorf hotel, 
York, 


New 


-act, has disbanded for the duration. 
‘derstander who at the climax of 


four 





Acrobatic Prize 


Milwaukee, June 17. 
The Yacopis, standard acrobatic 





Raymond J. Rosinsky, the husky un- 


their performance caught the other 
members of the troupe on his 
broad shoulders, was inducted into 


BUT WAR DEPT. 
COOL 0 IDEA 


‘Bottlenecks of 1941,’ Fort 


Eyed by WB’s 
as a B’way Possibility 


_—_—_ 


‘YIP YAPHANK’ YEN 





Fort Monmouth, N. J., June 17. 
Warners Bros. is understood to 
| have exhibted interest 
to Broadway and possibly the screen 
| ‘Bottlenecks of 1941,’ the soldier 
| show staged by the Fort Monmouth 
Signal Corps staff at nearby Red 
Bank last week. Jake Wilk, WB's 
eastern studio rep, 
made overtures which are yet in a 
very preliminary stage. 

Number of other Broadway pro- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Reynolds Running 

















the army here Thursday (12). 

He was hailed as the most strik- 
ing physical specimen Wisconsin has 
contributed to the nation’s defense | 
forces. 





HOPE FOR $400,000 B.0. 


FROM MESSERSCHMITT 





New Yorkers tossed $3,500 into 
the ‘Bundles for Britain’ pot during 
the six days ended last night (Tues- 
day) to get a gander at the shrap- 
nel- and bullet-torn 
shot down over London during the | 
winter and now to be seen at the 
Hollywood theatre on Broadway. 
Approximately 14,150 curious, mostly 
Broadway strollers, have put up the 
25c tap to see, feel and smell— 


literally, there’s plenty of odor—the 
snub-nosed vicious-looking fighting 
ship. 


Plane was obtained from the Brit- 


ish Air Ministry by Mrs. Ernst 
Lubitsch, Mrs. Mervyn LeRoy (Doris 
Warner) and Mrs. Milton Bren, of | 
the Holly wood unit of ‘Bundles for 


Britain. They have arranged the 
showing in New York and a 73-city, | 
9-month road tour to follow—out of 
which they anticipate a gross of 
$409,000, which will be turned over, 
minus operating expenses, to the 
American headquarters of ‘B. for B.’ 


paeiceedediicalialiaeas 


Mature Signs With 
20th for Five Years, 


Hollywood, 





June 17. 


Victor Mature has signed a five- 
year deal with 20th Century-Fox 
calling for two pictures yearly ona 


Hal Roach 


sharing arrangement with 
who holds his contract. 


Actor checks in at the studio Aug 
1 for ‘Broadway Nightingale,’ which 
is the first producer assignment on 
the lot for Mark Hellinger Mature 
closed Sunday night (15) in ‘Lady 


in the Dark’ on Broadway. 


Martha Raye A-Poppin’ 





Hollywood, June 17. 
Martha Raye draws one of the top 
roles in the Jules Levey production, 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ starting next Mon- 
dav (23) at Universal. | 
H. C. Potter directs. | 





Wheeler’s Personals 


Hollywood. June 17. 

Bert Wheeler is chugging east- 

ward for five weeks, personal appear- | 
ances, opening at Loew’s State, N. Y., 

June 26. 

Comedian then plays Washington, | 

Baltimore and Atlantic City. j 





Messerschmitt 


‘of the boys 


| their 
{summer at Escondido. 


ToBeBarred From 


[Collier’s war correspondent’s lat- 
est to his New York agent, Mark 


| Hanna.) 
' 


By QUENTIN REYNOLDS 
London, May 15. 
We had a blitz that made all the 
|others look silly. Around three in 
the morning this town was a sham- 
bles. [This was the blitz of Sat- 
urday, May 10]. Fires were all over. 
I'd been up on the Hotel Savoy roof 
for a few moments but the sight was 
too sickening and the bombs too 
close. We have what we call our 
Shelter here. It is open all night for 
the correspondents who live in the 
Savoy—strictly legal. We have food 
and drinks there whenever we 
want. I went down there and most 
were there. Actually, 
it’s one flight up and as a shelter 
is about as effective as an umbrella 
but we’ve made it our headquar- 
(Continued on page 55) 


CONCERT STARS SUMMER 


AROUND FILM COLONY 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Among some of the concert per- 
sonalities summering in California | 
are Josef Hofmann and Jascha Hei- 
fetz, who own homes near Balboa 
(Newport Beach), Ethel Bartlett and 
Rae Robertson, who on conclusion of 
Honolulu) engagements will 
John Barbi- 





rolli, now in Vancouver, where he 
‘has a house for the summer, will 
spend several weeks near Laguna 


when concucting at the Hollywood 
Bow! 

Others are Lansing Hatfield, Met 
baritone audition winner, who wil] 
be in Hollywood for a screen test. 
Rise Stevens, under contract to 
Metro, Nelson Eddy, whose perma- 


nent home is here; Jose Iturbi, who 
has bought a house in Beverly Hills 
and lives there with his daughter, 
two grandchildren, and pianist sis- 
ter, Amparo. 

Viadimir Horowitz, whose wife is 
Toscanini’s daughter, is scheduled to 
play the Tchaikowsky B fiat minor 
piano concerto at the Bowl. 





COLUMNIST’S PRESS AGENT 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Hollywood, which figured it had 
seen everything, did a double take 
when word got around that Louella 
Parsons has a press agent, Arthur 


| Eddy, handing out copy on the 
| Hearst columnist. 
Picture mob figures her personal 


coverage isn’t widespread enough to 
make her newsworthy. 


Monmouth Soldier Revue, 
Jake Wilk 


in bringing | 


is said to have} 


Out of Countries 





ea 


Non-Bullish Television Outlook 





Because of doubt as to obtaining equipment, television for theatres 
is still regarded by insiders in both films and televising quarters as a 
long distance off, particularly if war conditions and defense tie things 

| up for any appreciable length of time. 
At present there isn’t enough material on hand to take care of more 


than a half-dozen theatres, 


in theatres, 


whereas a year from now availability of 
material will be more questionable in the light of defense planning. 
Only two theatres have thus far signed up for receiving apparatus 
the Rialto and Little Carnegie, N. Y., both small-seaters, 


| Former has signed for Scophony (British), the other house for RCA. 
| RCA will install a theatre for $30,000, while DuMont, which has set 


no price as yet, 


will do it ultimately for approximately the same. 


In addition, a theatre will have to figure cost of additional operators 
(already unionized), wire charges and program service. 


sale, while DuMont has perhaps 500. They range in price from $99.50 


| 
| 
| RCA is reported to have around 1,300 525-line receivers ready for 


to $395 for RCA, $295 to $575 for DuMont. 











Lifetime Studio Job for Songwriter 
Who Can Get Pic Tunes on Maj Major Nets 





Saratoga Wide Open? 


Saratoga looks forward to a more 
‘liberal’ August racing season this 
summer, more so than has obtained 
in recent years, and the boys are 
; going on the nut for fancy shows in 
the major roadhouses. Piping Rock 





will have Monte Proser-Julie Podell | 


from the Copacabana, N. Y., with 
their staff and floor show augmented 
by Joe E. Lewis and Adelaide Mof- 
fett. 


Arrowhead Inn may line up with 
the Music Corp. of America, show 
including Xavier Cugat, Hildegarde 
and The Hartmans. Charlie Manny 
operates this spot. The other inns 
and resort spots are also going in 
for more ambitious talent lineups. 


JOHN GOLDEN PROPOSES 
OAKLIES FOR SOLDIERS 


Number of legit managers were 
; asked to attend a meeting on defense 
called by Mayor La Guardia last 
Friday (13), but notification was de- 
layed and few attended. John Golden 
was present, however, and proposed 
that all men in uniform be admitted 
gratis. That idea as a test of man- 
agers’ patriotism hardly met with ap- 
proval of other showmen, as it meant 
virtually indiscriminate free admis- 





SiONnS. 

Managers who said that Golden 
had not been designated to represent 
them proposed other plans for men 
in the services, such as a concession 
in ticket prices or block invitations 
to various regiment members when 
in New York on leave. 


Plan 45th St. Block 
Party for Brit. Relief 


There are plans for a block party 
to be held on 45th street be 
Broadway and Eighth avenue, Ney 


tween 


York. for the benefit of British Waa 
Relief. Participants will include the 
casts of all shows, but so far no per- 
mit has been secured. 


There are more legit theatres on 


} that block than any other in N. Y., 
but it appears police regard it as 
residential due to several old brown- 
stone houses and three hotels. Af- 


fair, if and when held, will start at 


er 


REUNITE MOORE- BARTLETT 


| Screen Lovers to Sing in Cincinnati 
Summer ‘Manon’ 


The screen lovers of ‘One Night of 
Love’ will be re-united in Cincinnati 
this summer when Grace Moore will 
sing the title role of ‘Manon’ op- 
posite the Des Grieux of Michael 
Bartlett. 

It was ‘One 


Night of Love’ that 


made Miss Moore the b.o. attraction 


she is today, and also gave Bart- 


j lett a start in the concert field. 


en 


Hollywood, June 17, 
There's a lifetime job at 20th-Fox 
|for the songwriter who can figure 


| out a way of getting his tunes for 


| proposal has leaked 


one of the studio’s musicals played 
on all the major networks. Reported 
inte Tin Pan 
Alley and one or two top tunesmiths 
are said to be interested. They figure 
it’s worth a gamble even though 


their loyalty to ASCAP may be 
questioned. 

Understood studio heads have 
grapevined the word that the one 


who comes through with a solution 


to the problem goes on the payroll 
for life, or rather the life of the 
studio. Unique arrangement is the 


result of the alarm felt at 20th-Fox 
and other major studio front offices 
over the dismal grosses of musicals. 
Since first of the year, when the 
broadcasters broke with ASCAP, not 


'a single musical has earned its keep 


and the red smears are 
broad and scarlet. 

One aadia head has hatched an 
idea to overcome the music embargo 
that, according to some, has a mo- 
dicum of merit and would hold 
water in court. Idea would be for 
the studio to put the songwriter or 
team under a srict employment con- 
tract. By that process, every tune 
turned out would automaically be- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Goldwyn Blames Exhibitors For 
Slump; Calls Em ‘Sloppy Showmen’ 








Los Angeles, June 17. 

Samuel Goldwyn went on a ram- 
page at the meeting of the Producers 
Association, called last week at the 
request of Spyros Skouras to discuss 
plan of alleviating the boxoffice 
slump by more screen star personal 
appearances, and leveled both bar- 
rels at what he considered the real 


ills of the industry. Goldwyn, with 
David O. Selznick and Walter Wan- 
ger backing him, tore intu the exhi- 
bition end of the business for look- 
iig to Hollywood to provide a rem- 
edy for sloppy showmanship, flayed 
giveaways, bank nights and distri- 
bution : methoa?, pointed to double 
billing as the root of evils besetting 
independent producers, and called 
for a change of studio operating 
methods, 

Meeting turned into a boomerang 
for Skouras, in that chain operators 
were accused of refusing to coop- 
erate in the matter of double bill- 
ing. But the glare of biting criti- 
cism was focused equally on major 
studio methods, with Goldwyn warn- 
ing that the leading independent 
producers in Hollywoo. are up in 
arms. 

Y. Frank Freeman vras given the 


task of appointing a committee to | 


coordinate the various elemenis of 
the industry with the object of com- 
batting adverse boxoffice conditions. 


MONSTERS WILL ROAM 
AGAIN IN RKO ‘GWANGI 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Prehistoric yarn, ‘Gwangi, based 
on the imaginary discovery of an- 
cient life on a southwestern mesa, 
is being readied at RKO, with a 
heavy budget to take care of spec- 
tacular effects. 








Fantasy calls for a six-month pro- | 


duction schedule, with John Speaks 
and Willis O’Brien as co-producers 
and Jerry Cady doing the screen- 
play. Story hooks up modern and 
antediluvian life through a cow- 
boy’s discovery of skeletons on the 
mesa. 





Basques Come Out Of 


Hills for 20th Film: 


Hollywood, June 17. 
‘Basquerie,’ a romantic yarn of the 


Basques, who have lived their inde- | 


pendent hillbilly lives in the Pyra- 
nees for centuries, is assigned as a 


Walter Morosco production at 20th- | 


Fox. 


Picture is based on a story by 
Eleanor Mercein, novelist, with Lee 
Loeb and Harold Buchman script- 
ing. 


a 





Jane in Social Whirl 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Jane Withers initiates her new 
contract at 20th-Fox as tke star of 





*Small Town Deb,’ with Ethel Hill 
scripting a village story by Jerry 
Walters. 


‘Deb’ moves into the production 
schedule ahead of ‘Young America,’ 


a 4-H Club tale of young farmers, 


originally slated as her first starrer 
under the recent pact. 


Bloch at 20th 


Bertram Bloch was named 
York story editor for 20th-Fox last 
week in an announcement by Joseph 
H. Moskowitz, eastern representa- 
tive of the company. Bloch suc- 
ceeds the late Franklyn Uncerwood. 


Bloch formerly was _ associated 


with Metro in a Similar capacity, and | Second picture, still untitled, fea- | ing July 7, with Lou Gray as as- 


also served as story editor for Sam- 
uel Goldwyn. He appointed Henry 
Klinger assistant story editor this 
week. 





CARLSON OBLIGES 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Richard Carlson moves in to the! 


top male role in RKO’s ‘Obliging 
Young Lady,’ taking over the job 
originally slated for John Howard. 

Columbia, holding a_ two-picture 
commitment on Howard, told him 
he would be needed there in two 
weeks. 


Ff 


Goldwyn’s Pledge 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Samuel Goldwyn met with 
Coast independent theatre op- 
erators yesterday (Monday) and 
pledged support for their move 
to eliminate duals. 

Producer told the exhibs to 
formulate a program and he 
would aid L. O. Lukan, of Seat- 
tle, who is leading the fight 
against double-features, in forc- 





| Tycoons Overlook Pix 


New | 


ing a shewdown on the issue. 


And Radio in Self-Poll 
Among Top U.S. Execs 








Picture and radio company execu- | 
| tives were entirely overlooked, ex- | 
| cepting in the matter of top salaries, 
'in the management poll recently 
| concluded by Fiduciary Counsel, 
~~ reports of which went to sev- 
‘eral film executives last week. The 
' poll, reputed to be the first of its 
| kind ever conducted, was made to 


| determine which corporate manage- 
| ments and individual business ex- 
;ecutives were most highly regarded 
| for their ability in the U. S. Poll 
| was made on the theory that the best 
| judges of ability are the men who 
, have been successful; hence letters 
| were sent to 561 presidents of cor- 
| porations having securities listed on 
the N. Y. stock exchange. 

Of the 40 executives 
| having high ability the closest the 
| picture industry came was Frank W. 
Lovejoy, chairman of Eastman 
Kodak, placed 16th on the list; and 
Walter S. Gifford, head of American 
| Telephone & Telegraph, who was 
named fifth on the list. Alfred P. 








named as | 
} 


20th’s Coin Board Meets 


Directors and the financial com- 
mittee of 20th-Fox met last Thursday 
(12) to discuss latest industry 
problems. 





It was the first meeting since Her- 
man G. Place, former Chase bank 
vice-president, was elected chairman | 


of the executive committee. 


F.&M. POLLING 
ON DUAL FILMS 


St. Louis, June 17. 

A poll is being conducted by H. C. 
Reigel, Jr., managing director of the 
Fanchon & Marco-operated St. Louis, 
to determine the sentiment on a bill 
pending in the Missouri Legislature 
which makes mandatory an _ inter- 
mission after each two and one-half 


hours of film programs in flicker 
houses. What potential customers 











think of single, double and triple- | 


feature programs, type of film pro- 
ductions, serials, giveaways and one 
hour short subject programs is be- 
ing obtained via a questionnaire. 


Poll is being made in a residential 
district from which the St. Louis, a 
midtown house, draws the largest 
portion of its patronage. To expe- 
dite the work of personal canvassers 
a ‘bonus’ ducat, good for one admish 
to the cinema house, is given to 
those who answer all the questions. 
Reigel, in addition to directing the 
residential poll, is contacting service 
and personnel organizations which 
cover employes of large establish- 
ments and their families. The in- 
termission measure is being sup- 
ported by the Better Films Council 
of Greater St. Louis. 


JACK BARRY PREZ OF 
MILLS C0.’S MINOCO 


John F. Barry, who resigned last 





‘Sloan, Jr. chairman of General | weex after 16 years as a home of- 


| Motors, was’ named first. Presidents | 
of Lever Bros. and Procter & Gam- | 
ble also were among the 40 voted. 

Louis B. Mayer, Hunt Stromberg | 


fice executive at Paramount, has 


Productions, Inc., a film producing 





No Gag Now 





Syracuse, June 17. 

Remember the gag about biz 
being so poor you could hunt 
deer in the house? 

It happened in Watertown, 
N. Y., last week. A deer fright- 
ened out of nearby woods by a 
fire loped down main street into 
business district, became so con- 
fused by traffic it smashed 
through glass doorway of the 
Victoria theatre. Animal plunged 
down a flight of stairs into 
lobby. 

Police made up a_ hunting 
party which found the deer in 
the house and led it to safety. 


U.S. Freeze on Axis Coin, 
_ And Vice Versa, Will Hit 
Show Biz But Little 


| Freezing of Italian and German 
‘funds in the U. S. by the American 
' government will affect only a few 
| aliens, reported largely on Holly- 
| wood payrolls, wpile Italy's freeze of 
'American funds in that country will 
have little or no affect on U. S. film 
companies, Anticipated freezing of 
/U. S. funds by Germany in that na- 
‘tion and German-controlled nations 
‘likewise is expected to have little 
| affect since nearly all American dis- 
| tributors quit at Hitler’s request in 
| these countries six or eight months 
| ago, and have been liquidating all 
properties and wealth rapidly since 
| then. 
| Freeze by the U. S. order would 
| hit German and Italian aliens in this 
country, of which there are few at 
the present time. It means that each 
worker would be allowed only $500 
per month maximum amount, and 
| then he must account to the Ameri- 
}can government, through a bank, as 
to how he spends this coin. This 
order is placed in effect to prevent 
| any such money getting back to Italy 











|been elected president of Minoco, or Germany. 
| Because the four large major com- | 


;and Nicholas M. Schenck, all of | subsidiary of Mills Novelty Co. In/ panies having offices in Italy gave 


Loew’s, won spots on the list of 15 | 
| highest paid executives which cov- | 
ered those with salaries of $200,000 


/or more in 1940. |said that Minoco will 


| Summation of the poll brought 


the comment that ‘the majority of 
| those standing highest in rating for 
ability are engaged in basic lines of 
industry of an essential nature while 
many of the highest paid executives 
are engaged in field where selling 
and advertising are most important.’ 


PAR EXECS TO TORONTO 
| FOR F.P.-CAN. HUDDLES 


Returning from the Coast Friday 
(13), Leonard H. Goldenson and Sam 
Dembow, Jr., Par theatre executives, 
| left immediately for Canada to con- 
fer with J. J. Fitzgibbon, president 
of Famous Players-Canadian, and 
others. They also attended the Ca- 
nadian district sales meeting held in 
Toronto Mon“ay (16). Home office 
duo is expected back today (Wed.) 
or tomorrow. 

Fitzgibbon had planned 
down to New York, but couldn't 
j}make it, though he will probably 
check in shortly to discuss summer 
plans, policy, etc. 








coming 


| Nigh Repeats at U 
Hollywood, June 17. 

| William Nigh, who recently com- 
| pleted his directorial chore on ‘Mob 


| Town’ at Universal, has been held 
; over for another job. 





| tures Andy Devine and Leo Carrillo. 


announcing the election, Fred Mills, 
president of the parent company, 


extend its 
production plans which heretofore 
have been confined chiefly to short 
subjects for Panoram, coin-operated 
sound on film machine. 

Barry will be in charge of opera- 
tions in New York, Chicago and Hol- 
lywood and will initiate short sub- 
|ject production for the non- 
theatrical market on standard and 
sub-standard widths. 

Barry in recent years at Para- 
| mount developed distribution in 
| channels non-competitive with the- 
atres, 
and U. S. military services. 


Zanuck’s D.C. Call 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Lieut.-Col. Darryl Zanuck has 
gone to Washington to turn over 
completed: training films to the War 
Dept. and confer on further produc- 
tion of pictures for trainees. 
| Capt. Gordon Mitchell, of the Army 
Signal Corps Reserves, accompanied 
him. 

















Hollywood, June 17. 

One of the original Three Mes- 
| quiteers, Bob Livingston, moved off 
| the Republic lot after five years with 
|the galloping trio. 
| Studio is dickering for a third 
| Mesquiteer to ride with Bob Steele 
and Rufe Davis in the next picture, 
‘Empty Saddles,’ slated to start film- 


| Wanted, a Mesquiteer 
| 





sociate producer. 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
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in schools, shutin institutions | 


!up distributing there at the end of 
| 1938, the actual liquidation of all 
| properties was concluded some 
| months ago. Hence, any film com- 
pany loss by the freezing order of 
ithe Italian government would be 
negligible. 





‘SHURLOCK TO CARRY ON 


_ PRO TEM FOR JOE BREEN 


While Will Hays is expected back 
in New York in the next 10 days, it 
now appears dubious if any successor 
|to Joseph I. Breen, head of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers and Distribu- 
tors Ass’n production code adminis- 
tration, will be named for some time. 
Indications in the trade this week 
were that Geoffrey Shurlock, Breen’s 
first assistant, would carry on as 
nominal head of the PCA without 
any official change in his status. 

Under this temporary setup, he 
would preside at the daily meetings 
of the eight-man PCA board just as 





he did when Breen was unable to at- | 


tend. This board would carry on as 
in the past, with two members as- 
signed to a feature. Shurlock thus 
would serve as acting PCA head un- 
til the MPPDA decides on a Breen 
successor, with no immediate ap- 
pointment in sight. 


| Farrell Back in Pix 


| 








Hollywood, June 17. 

| Charles Farrell, away from pic- 
tures for two years, comes back to 
play the male lead opposite June 
‘Lang in ‘The Deadly Game’ for 
Monogram release. 

Picture, starting this week, is be- 
ing produced by Dixon Harwin and 
Barney Sarecky. 





LOEW’S REGULAR DIVVY 


Loew’s directors declared a 50c 
dividend on the common shares at an 
adjourned meeting held last week. 

Divvy is payable June 30 to stock- 

holders on record June 20. Declara- 
| tion maintains the annual $2 rate on 
the common. 





H'wood Agrees Scuttling of ‘B’ Pix 
Would Give Ticket Rolls Faster Spin 





By MORI KRUSHEN 


Los Angeles, June 17. 


Exhibitor John A. Goodno’s asser- 
tion—in last week’s Varitery—that 
‘it’s up to Hollywood’ to overcome 
the current b.o. decline by eliminat- 
ing B pictures and bringing new 
personalities to the screen, has been 
echoed here by some of the top men 
and women in the film industry. 
The concerted attack on the double 
bill policy, with Walter Wanger, 
David O. Selznick, Harry M. War- 
ner, Samuel Goldwyn, Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., Leonard Goldenson, Mary 
Pickford and Al Lichtman promi- 
nently identified with the move, is 
considered a concrete manifestion 
of the desire to build fewer but bet- 
ter productions. 

Walter Wanger’s expressed opin- 
ions perhaps most strongly coincide 
| with Goodno’s conientions. [He's 
the theatre owner in Huntington, W. 
Va., whose views were given page 
1 prominence in Variery last week.] 
| Wanger says that the industry has 
not kept pace with changing pub- 
lic tastes; that the screen has failed 
to give the public what it wants, and 
that the public has lost the habit of 
going to picture theatres because 
film production has remained oblivi- 
ous to new psychological trends. 
| As a salvation for the industry, 
Wanger urges patient experimenta- 
tion with new types of pictures, 
thereby supporting another of Good- 
no’s proposals. Wanger specifically 
commends radio program production 
methods as an example of how new 
audiences can be attracted to the 
theatre. He defends film stars in 
general, however, saying that in 
most instances the top performers 
have not lost their glamor but have 
merely been showcased in stereo- 
| typed productions. 

Stress on New Type Pix 

The need for new types of pictures 
and new personalities on the screen 
is openly admitted by leaders in 
every phase of the industry. Hal 
Roach, in talking of plans for his 
new 40- to 50-minute ‘streamlined’ 
features, made it a point to stress 
the importance which productions 
| of that calibre could have in the de- 
velopment of new talent. He points 
out that new players have a better 
chance if introduced to audiences in 
briefies because, unlike old friends, 
they are likely to pall on spectators 
if brought on cold in a full-length 
production. Roach hopes to develop 
new screen personalities with his 
briefies just as the early two-reelers 
brought forth some of the biggest 
b.o. names in the business. Operat- 
| ing heads of theatre chains through- 
out the country, with whom Roach 
has talked, reportedly subscribe to 
the same theory. 

All the pot-shots being taken at 
| double-billing by industry leaders 
| are merely a prelude to the elimina- 
tion of B product, because low grade 
product is obviously dictated by the 
| insatiable demand created through 
the presentation of dual feature pro- 
grams. If and when dualing is grad- 
ually restricted—and finally elimi- 
| nated—the number of B pictures will 
| decline in the same proportion. 
| Goldwyn, Miss Pickford, Selznick, 
| Wanger and othets are attacking B 
| product by shooting first at the 
| double-bill menace because, accord- 
ing to informed industry opinion, a 
generaly improved picture produc- 
tion slate cannot be accomplished 
until the need for quantity instead 
|'of quality production is eliminated. 


M-G TIES UP $1,000,000 
ON ‘YEARLING,’ SHELVED 


Hollywood, June 17. 























Shooting of ‘The Yearling’ hes been 
| called off indefinitely by Metro after 
'an outlay of $1,000,000, the result of 
cast, story, director and _ location 
troubles in Florida. 

Filming started months ago on lo- 
cation at Ocala, Fla., under direction 
of Victor Fleming, who subsequently 
resigned in favor of King Vidor. Hal 
Rosson, original cameraman, also has 
since gone over to Alexander Korda. 

Metro is testing Frances Farmer, 
Gale Sondergaard and Ruth Hussey 
for the mother role and is looking 
for a new moppet to take the place 
of Gene Echman, originally assigned 
as the kid in the picture but now 
growing too fast for the delayed pro- 





duction. Unless readjustments are 
made soon, the picture will be 
shelved. 
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Screen Writers-Producers Accord 


A Major Victory for the Scribes; 
7-Year Pact Yields Many Points 





Hollywood, June 17, 


Threats of the Screen Writers 
Guild’s walkout died Monday (16) 
when scribes approved unanimously 
in principle the producers’ proposal 
of a seven-year agreement. While 
yet to be submitted in writing, the 
new pact calls for 85% Guild shop 
for the first three years and 90% 
thereafter. 

Control of screen credit would 
pass to the Guild, and speculative 
writing is tabooed. After the con- 
tract is operative, the one-year mini- 
mum for scriveners would be set at 
$125 weekly; two-week minimums 
would be pegged monetarily at $250 
weekly; and those over that figure, 
but under $500, guaranteed at least 
one week’s work in blocks not less 
than three weeks, except where lay- 
off occurs at termination of a con- 
tract term given writers employed on 
26-52-week periods. 

Although tentative setup provides 
for committee for conciliation and 
contract revisions, powers would be 
limited to settlement of differences 
between Producers and SWG on 
provisions contained in the basic 
agreement. 

Producers offered objections to the 
American Arbitration Ass’n as ar- 
biters, so some other group will pre- 
side when differences arise. 

Week-to-Week Setup 

Scribes working week to week and 
in $500 weekly or less pay-off 
bracket would receive one week’s 
notice of contract washup if em- 
ployed a minimum of eight weeks. 
Two weeks’ notice would apply for 
those employed for a year. 

First option period for writers at 
end of three months; second and 
third at close of six months; and 
thereafter one year. On options to 
do another picture, or if writer asks 
long layoff, provisions do not apply. 
Producers agree to furnish scribe 
with two copies of contract so one 
can be filed with Guild, but the 
scribes’ demand for separate cove- 
nants covering film and radio deals 
was refused, 

Minimum wage of $125 weekly for 
all writers, including those working 
on shorts, effective within one year 
after signing pact agreeable to both 
sides. 
worked 52 weeks prior to signa- 
turing contract at once rates mini- 
mum $75 weekly; 52 weeks and one 
screen credit, minimum $100 weekly. 

Scribes who worked less than a 
year will be credited with 50% em- 
ployment time applied on waiting 
period up to a year and entitled to | 
immediate minimum of $75. Mini- 





+2 
as 





| 


“| 
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Meanwhile, any writer who dorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., 


Contract-Tearing Day 





Philadelphia, June 17. 

Philly film industry holds its 
annual clambake and outing at 
Boyertown, Pa., June 26. 

Chief athletic event will be a 
eontract-tearing contest, a trophy 
going to the exhib ripping up 50 
film pacts with his bare hands 
in the fastest time. 


J..M: Stahl Joins 
20th; Harry Joe 
Brown May Vamp 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Twentieth Century-Fox has signed 
John M. Stahl to an exclusive two- 
year producer-director deal, quieting 








-reports he would form his own unit 


for United Artists release. He draws 
‘Another Spring’ as his first 20th-Fox 
assignment and initials the contract 
in July. 

Harry Joe Brown, after six years 
as a 20th-Fox producer, may check 
off the lot and produce independent- 
ly for release through the same com- 
pany. He’s also considering other 
major studio deals. 





UA’S 5 REGIONAL SALES 
MEETS; 1ST IN N.Y., 23D, 





Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 


| operating head, yesterday (Tuesday) 


twice-postponed regional 
The five conclaves 
together at the Wal- 
next Mon- 
day and Tuesday (23-24) 
sales personnel in the northeastern 
section of the country. Kelly will 
serve as chairman of all the meets. 

Other gatherings will be in New 
Orleans, June 26-27; Cincinnati, 
June 29-30; Chicago (including Ca- 


set the 
sales meetings. 
start with a get- 


mums do not apply to scribes under 'nadian salesmen) ,June 30, July 1-2, 


contract. 
Flat Deals 

Producers accepte! in principle 
contingent payment clause provided 
Payment contingent on material 
written at studio request. All flat 
deals for features under $1,500 pay- 
off outlawed, and such arangement 
for westerns and action pictures not 
less than $1,000. No minimum on 
flat deals for 
they must not be for less than fixed 
minimums. Flat deals wowld carry 
two option periods instead of three. 
One-third payment would be made 
on submission of treatment and re- 
mainder when story is aczepted. 

Writers drawing up to $200 weekly 
are denied vacations with pay, but 
question could be aired by arbitra- 
tion at close of three years. Writer, 
on request, must be advised of other 
writers working on same story. Ex- 
pense for location work granted and 
writers also conceded important 
point of determining screen credits. 
: Seven-year contract would be sub- 
ject to reopening after three years, 
and thereafter at interval of two 
years on disputes arising over flat 
deals and vacations with ‘pay. 

Standing committee would be ap- 
pointed to handle screen credit con- 
troversies as they arise. 

Writers won another point with 
agreement by producers to advise 
them so they can attend sneak pre- 
views on Pictures they worked on. 


shorts with exception | 


and San Francisco, July 7-8. 


Erich Pommer-RKO 
Kiss ’N’ Make Up 
Solty wood, June 17. 


Erich Pommer and RKO 
buried the hatchet with the producer 





back at the studio awaiting assign- | 


ment and studio withdrawing its 


Superior Court suit which supported 


ithe right to terminate its deal with 


| Pommer because of monetary loss to | 





studio through his extended illness. 
Pommer had been confined to home 
with heart ailment. 





‘Man in Street’ Radio 


Play for Crosby Pic. 


| 
| tions are being handled for the bank | 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Bing Crosby and Mary Martin are 
being coupled as a co-starring team 
in ‘Man In the Street,’ and adapta- 
tion of the radio sketch, ‘Manhat- 


| tan at Midnight.’ 


Delmar Daves is doing a screen 
script from the air play written by 
William Bowers and Robinson Hol- 
bert. 


for all | 


have | 


SELINIGK-CAPRA 
DEAL oTALLED 


Sylvia Fairbanks’ Demand 
For ‘Over $1,000,000’ for 
Late Husband's 20% Hold- 
ings May Prevent United 
Artists’ Acquisition of Im- 





portant New Producer- 
Owners 
OUTSIDE POOL? 


—_— 


With United Artists’ future prestige 
hingeing to an important extent on 
successful conclusion of its current 
negotiations to line up David O. 
Selznick and Frank Capra, 
tossed in the works by Douglas Fair- 
banks’ widow, the former Lady Ash- 
ley, may have severe repercussions. 
Mrs. Fairbanks has engaged Rosen- 
blatt & Jaffe, New York attorneys, 
to fight in court the sale to UA of 
the Fairbanks’ stock in the company 
by executors of the late film player’s 
estate. 

Selznick, on his arrival in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) told 
Variety that if the California courts 
nix the acquisition of the Fairbanks’ 
holdings by UA, his and Capra’s ‘en- 
tire deal will have to be re-nego- 
tiated.’ He declared that huddles 
' with all other companies had been 
called off pending the outcome of the 
UA negotiations. 

Asked if he and Capra might ac- 
cept only the Goldwyn stock, which 
UA already owns, to join the com- 
pany, Selznick replied: ‘You must re- 
member there are two of us.’ 

Another angle if UA’s efforts to 
acquire the Fairbanks shares are 
stymied by the price Mrs. Fairbanks 
wants was suggested by Arthur W. 
Kelly, the company’s operating head, 
last week. He stated: “There’s noth- 
ing to prevent the issuance of more 
stock.’ 

William Jaffe, of Mrs. Fairbanks’ 
counsel, said yesterday (Tuesday) in 
New York that a fair price is con- 
sidered to be ‘more than $1,000,000, 
probably $1,200,000.’ UA offer which 
is now before the California courts 
and about to be approved or re- 
jected, is $400,000. Sol A. Rosenblatt, 
Jaffe’s partner, accompanied Mrs. 
Fairbanks to the Coast last week to 
fight the settlement. 

[Judge Jess E. Stephens, in Cali- 
fornia Superior Court, has granted a 
postponement until next Monday 
(23) for further legal action on the 
stock sale. Longer continuance was 
requested because of Mrs. Fairbanks’ 
new attorneys, but the court re- 
fused.] 

Reports are current that Rosen- 
blatt & Jaffe actually represent a 


UA. They would first have to upset 
in court the UA bylaws, however, by 


else but the company before it is re- 
sold. Jaffe denied his firm repre- 
sented any such pool. 

‘All we want,’ he asserted, ‘is a fair 
price, and not just something that 
Alexander Korda, Mary Pickford 
i and Charles Chaplin, the other three 
| owners, and the Bank of America, 
the executors, decide upon. Not only 
do the other owners individually and 
the company itself do business con- 
stantly with the Bank of America, 
the same law firm (O’Brien, 





| but 


spike. 


pool which is endeavoring to buy the | 
stock itself by offering more than | 








| 


| ‘feared 


; were 


| Driscoll & Raftery) represents both | 


sides. 

[O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery yes- 
terday denied they represent both 
the estate and UA in the present 
dealings. They said they are only 
eastern attorneys for the executor, 
Bank of America, while all negotia- 


| by its Coast lawyers.] 

Jaffe added: 

‘We feel that the actual price for 
| the Goldwyn stock was not the $300,- 
| 600 paid in cash, but $1,800,000 be- 
| cause Goldwyn had a five-year con- 
'tract to go, 





which it was worth at | 


least $1,500,000 to him to get out of. | 


That’s a pretty low price fhey want 


| (Continued on page 22) 


‘WB and Par, Well Ahead on Product, 
Look Set to Deliver All Promised 
For 1941; Sears in No Hurry on ‘41-42 





Reincarnation 





Hollywood, June 17. 
Laraine Day passes out of the 
‘Dr. Kildare’ series at Metro by 
dying in the next picture. 
Studio has more ambitious 
plans for her. 








Willie Bioff 
To Be Tried 


Whereas considerable doubt exists 
as to whether other distributors will 
meet deliveries on this year’s (1940- 
41) contracts in accordance with 
promises, this in turn arousing fears 
of a summer shortage of product, 
Warner Bros. has decided that its 
first problem is to fulfill current 
commitments. New selling un- 
der the consent decree will thus be 
of secondary importance right now. 
However, it is meantime preparing 
for the screenings and new method 


of selling that becomes effective 
with the 1941-42 pictures. 
With WB the only company 


known to be giving marked consid- 
eration to the complete filling of this 





year’s contracts, Grad Sears, in 
charge of distribution, states that 
| Warners will deliver 100% and may 


Aug. 181 In N § even throw in an extra picture or 





William Bioff’s trial gets under 
way Aug. 18 in N. Y. federal court. 
The West Coast representative of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees is charged 


with violating the anti-racketeering |notably those under the consent de- 


laws by the Government, which as- 
serts he ‘coerced, threatened and 
used violence’ 


$550,000 from executives of Para- | 


mount, Loew’s, 20th Century-Fox and 
Warner Bros. When he appeared 
before Judge John C. Knox in N. Y. 
federal court Thursday (12), Bioff 
pleaded not guilty. 

Bail of $50,000 set in California 
was continued and the labor leader 
was released in the custody of his 
attorney, Henry Uterhart. Yester- 
day (Tues.) Judge Knox signed a 
formal order gfanting him permis- 
sion to go to the Coast at will, up 
until the trial date. 


Bioff’s other attorney is Michael 
Luddy of California. He stated that 
the IATSE had no objections to turn- 
ing over all its records and files to 
the Government, but did object to 
five or six Government men bar- 
ging in and disrupting the entire 
business of the organization, 

On Spot at Hearing 


Bioff was put on the spot at the 
hearing before Judge Knox when | 
U. S. Attorney Mathias F, Correa, 
aftey reciting. the charges against 
him in the indictment, and declaring 
ominiously that ‘others unknown to 
the Grand Jury’ were involved, 
stated that he desired a July 7 trial. 
Uterhart immediately squawked, de- 
claring that such short notice would 
give him no time whatsoever to pre- 


pare, and said that he intended to | ing policy, 


bring 40 witnesses from California. 


| Correa stated that the case was a 


: | simple one and would take only a 
which stock can be sold to no one} : . 7 


week or so to try. 

When Correa pointed out that he 
for the safety of Govern- 
witnesses’ if too long a time 
allowed to elapse, 
cracked down hard. Turning to ad- 
dress Bioff’s counsel, Judge Knox de- 
clared that if any phone calls or 
anonymous letters were received by 
Government witnes 
revoked and Bioff jailed forthwith. 


ment 


| Uterhart then declared he wanted a 
| similar ruling for his witnesses to be | 


freed from ‘persecution’ by the Gov- 
ernment, and Judge Knox, smilingly, 
granted the plea. 


The court set June 23 as the date 
for any motions to be made con- 
cerning the complaint, and the hear- 
ing closed. Prior to the outset, Bioff, 
discussing ‘Communism in union ac- 
tivity on the Coast,’ declared that 
most unions are infested with reds, 
and that the film industry was wiping 
them out as fast as possible. He 
mentioned the airplane industry as 
being the worst. 

George E. Browne, president of 
the IATSE,eunder the same charges 
as is Bioff, will plead on June 20. 
Numerous film executives are ex- 


| pected to be called as witnesses 


ses, bail would be | 


Judge Knox | 


two to keep accounts well fed with 
product rather than hold out film 
so that a larger reserve might be 
set up for summer selling of the '41- 
42 product. Indications are that Par 
may also deliver 100%. Company is 
well ahead on production. 


Threat facing the market, so far 





| cree, 


in order to secure | 


as other distributors are concerned, 


is that they either will fall 
short on deliveries or will barely 
make the minimums where con- 
| tracts specify a minimum as well as 
}a Maximum number of pictures. 
Non-consenting distribs are also ex- 
pected to end up this season (’40-41) 
ithis side of promises because of 
anxiety to beat the gun on the new 


year’s stuff. 
Big Backlog 
Reiterating that he isn’t in as big 
a hurry as others are to start 


screening and selling under the de- 
cree, Sears emphasizes that the War- 





jner policy just laid down is to live 
; up to contracts 100% so that a back- 


log of film and business will be built 


|}up during the changeover in selling 


in line with the decree. The 1941-42 
film will not be ready for dating un- 


| til September, with result that Sears 


|tain promi 


| 
| 


| mes, 


ling setup, etc. 
| hold 


| 


| streamlined 
| Joseph P., 


| after 


meantime wants to cover the en- 
tire summer with business, money 
coming in uninterruptedly, while 
during the same time selling is un- 
der way for the coming season’s 
product. The Warner sales chief- 
ses not only quantity in 
with coutractual prom- 
but also quality in line with 
what was promised under bracket- 
He has no intent to 
back on anyfhing that might 
be held up so that it would get the 
benefit of decree terms and fall dat- 
ing. 

Back from the Coast Monday (16) 
looking at product now ready 
and in work, in addition to discuss- 
Sears tentatively plans a 


accordance 


national convention to be held in 
Chicago July 28. Another thought 
(Continued on page 22) 





‘Lots of Rain in N.E. 
This Month, Only Real 
News From Joe Kennedy 





Show business’ rumor factory is 
keeping pace with the industrial 
national defense upbeat. Newest 


output has to do with 
Kennedy’s alleged return 
to an important executive spot in 
the film industry. 

Whispers had him in two places 
during the week. He was in line 


(1) to take a dominant position in 
the RKO organization, and (2) he 
was to represent the industry at 


tiations with the British 
to unfreeze some of the 


large in neg: 
government 


| American comnanies’ cash tied up in 


i of rain in 


England for the duration. 


Reached at his summer home at 
Hyannis, Mass.. Kennedy said it was 
all news to him. Meaning that there 


was no truth 
He added ft! 


'» either report. 
there has been a lot 


Ne w Fneland thic manth 














VARIETY 





Court Asks to See Nazi Propaganda 
‘Newsreel’; Pennsy Censor Tough 





Albany, June 17. 

In reserving decision on the ap- 
plication of Richard R. Rollins—-un- 
American activities investigator— 
author of the book, ‘I Find Treason,’ 
and supported by the Non-Sectarian 
Anti-Nazi League for an order ban- 
ning the exhibition of ‘Sieg im 
Westen’ (‘Victory in the West’), now 
being shown at the 96th St. theatre 
in N. Y. City, Supreme Court Jus- 
tice William H. Murray, of Troy, in- 
dicated he wished to view the so- 
called ‘propaganda film’ himself. 
Justice Murray was willing to give 
the picture the double-o the day 
arguments in the case were heard at 
Special Term. However, neither 
the plaintiff nor the state had a print 
of it on hand. 

The arguments did not bring out 
many points that had not been pre- 


+ 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Thelma De Freest drew player 
contract at Universal. 


Jack Briggs’ player option picked 
up by RKO. 

Ann Lee inked player ticket at 
RKO. 


Jack Carson’s pact renewed by 
Warners. 


David Miller’s 
lifted by Metro. 


Seymour Cross, writer, drew op- 
tion lift at Columbia. 

Michael Ames’ option hoisted by 
Warners. 

Elliot Paul handed new writing 
ticket at Metro. 

Lucia Carroll’s player option lifted 
by Warners. 

MacDonald Carey drew player 
contract at Paramount. 








director option 





viously covered in correspondence 
between the Anti-Nazi League and 
Irwin Esmond, director of the mo- 
tion picture division, State Educa- 
tion Department, and in the ensuing 
affidavits filed by Rollins and reply 
by Esmond. Rollins’ attorney, Julius 
Goldstein, of New York City, did 
declare that UFA, producer of the 
film showing the Nazi invasion of 
Poland and the Lowlands, is sub- 
sidized by the Reich. Also that ‘Vic- 
tory’ was brought into this country 
by German consulate officials for 
propaganda purposes; that it had 
been used to ‘soften up’ the Balkan 
countries, particularly Bulgaria, and 
that it ‘is a great menace to peace 
and order’ here. Goldstein assured 
Justice Murray that the court action 
had not been instituted to ballyhoo 
the film. 
‘No License Necessary’ 

Joseph Lipsky, counsel for the 
Education Dept., insisted that no li- 
cense for ‘Victory’ is necessary, in- 
asmuch as it is a ‘newsreel,’ rather 
than a feature film. Goldstein 
claimed that the film, as a two-hour 
affair, should be submitted for licens- 
ing. Even if it is propaganda, the 
m.p.d., Lipsky stated, has no author- 
ity to refuse issuance of a license, 
unless the picture is found to be ‘in- 
decent, immoral, sacrilegious or tend- 
ing to incite to crime.’ Such a find- 
ing, the motion picture division has 
indicated, is unlikely. 


Lipsky made the point that Rollins 
had no right to bring the action, in- 
asmuch as it was not shown he was 
aggrieved. Appeals on ruling by the 
m.p.d. are usually brought by com- 
panies or officers of companies hold- 
ing the distributing rights to films 
nixed. Lipsky and Goldstein dis- 
agreed as to trouble in connection 


with the screening of ‘Victory’ at 


he 96th St. house. Goldstein showed 


newspaper photos of a squad of 
police guarding the theatre entrance. 
Lipsky said the John Laws were 
withdrawn after two weeks, whereas 
the picture was still running after 


five weeks. 





Pennsy’s Stance 
Phitadelphia, June 17. 


Pic ganderers on the Pennsy Board 
of Motion Picture Censors are going 
over all foreign films with a fine 
tooth comb, Chairman Edna R. Car- 


roll said last week. ‘Under the pres- 


ent conditions we are being doubly 
vigilant to see that nothing that can 
be construed as subversive to our 


way of life gets by,’ she asserted. 


Even musicals are getting a care- 
There have been no| 
German pix submitted for review} 


ful double-o. 


ever since the board cracked down 


on a so-called ‘travelog’ shown at a| 
meeting of the Kyffheusser Bund ay 


month ago. The ‘travelog’ glorified 
Nazi conquests. 


‘Sieg im Westen,’ the propaganda 
film that is packing them in in New 
York’s Yorkville, hasn’t made its ap- 
pearance here and will get a rough 
handling from the snippers when— 
and if—it does. There are no pub- 


Cliff Danielson’s acting pact re- 
newed by Metro. 

William Castle, dialog director at 
| Columbia, signed for another year. 
Elize » th Fraser inked player deal 
at Warners. . 


Study Mex B.O. Effect 
On Censor’s Nazi Pic OK 


Mexico City, June 17. 

Just how distributor Pedro Calderon 
will fare in his attempt to exhibit 
here and elsewhere in Mexico a 
German picture, ‘Aurora Or Sub- 
marine Warfare,’ is being eagerly 
watched by the film industry. The 
government censors approved this 
picture with a few cuts. It’s the first 
German picture to be passed by the 
censors in nearly two years. 


Calderon must face opposition of 
the powerful Confederation of Mexi- 
can Workers, which even long be- 
fore the war was an avid foe of 
totalitarianism. The Confederation 
has managed up to now to keep out 
all German and Italian pictures. 











‘Gone’ Too Tough to Top? 


A new theory anent current pub- 
lic apathy to pictures, advanced by 
Charles B. McDonald, veteran thea- 
tre operator, is that ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ has made every other picture 
look sick and became something 
they can’t top, let alone equal. Mc- 
Donald is Greater N. Y. division 
manager for RKO and came up in 
the managerial-operating ranks 
through the golden days of bigtime 
vaudeville. 


Among exhibitors the observation 
is also made that people seem to be 
restless and can’t enjoy quiet enter- 
tainment any more such as afforded 
by films. 


Entire Par Slate 
Reelected; 1940 


Earnings 100% Up 


Strong stockholder endorsement 
of the present Paramount manage- 
ment headed by Barney Balaban 
was plainly indicated at the annual 
stockholders meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday) when 77% of all share- 
holders were represented in person 
or by proxy. Full present di- 
rectorate was reelected unanimously 
for one-year terms. Percentage of 
stock represented at the session was 
the highest in Par history since the 
1935 reorganization. 

Directors re-named are Neil F. 
Agnew, Barney Balaban, Stephen 
Callaghan, Y. Frank Freeman, Har- 
vey D. Gibson, A. Conger Goodyear, 
Stanton Griffis, Duncan G. Harris, 
John D. Hertz, John W. Hicks, Jr., 
Austin C. Keough, Earl I. McClin- 
tock, Maurice Newton, E. V. Rich- 
ards, Edwin L. Weisl and Adolph 
Zukor. 

After citing that earnings in 1940 
were nearly 100% ahead of the pre- 
vious year, Balaban gave a resume 
of the company’s program in trim- 
ming funded debt and other econo- 
mies. 

Present indications are that earn- 


(Continued on page 20) 














Aggie Gives Lefty the Brushoff On 
His Dame Nature Seasonal Urge 





Dear Joe:. 


has kinda got in our bones. 


good place to raise Junior. A place 





starts off on a farm lecture. 
Lefty. 
think it’s easy being a farmer. 
a kid and I know different. 
| kill every umpire in both leagues. 


and gather a crop of belly laughs. 





stand around and look smart like you do in the picture business. 
you get a B crop you can’t beef to the exchange. 
planting rows of customers instead of cabbages.’ 

Well, Aggie kinda took it outta me; she is a pretty smart gal—well, not 
so smart, but has plenty of common sense. 
know of any actors making good farmers; the ones that make good farmers 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal, June 17. 


Well, the weather here the past few weeks has been swell and spring 
I thought it would be a good thing for me 
and Aggie to get away for a day from war talk and B and C pictures and 
take a look at God’s Super-Production in technicolor and it sure is grand. 
It kinda does somethin’ to a guy riding through the country and seeing 
trees and flowers in bloom, and miles and miles of well-kept farms. 
stricly a city guy, but around this time of year I get an overall feeling 
and have oats in my hair instead of dandruff. 

While we was riding along I was telling Aggie maybe it would be a good 
idea for us to sell the picture house and get ourselves a nice little farm, 
where we can raise fruit and vegetables for our own table and maybe 
have a little stand in front to sell direct to the consumer from the farm, 
that is, if we feel like it. Then I would have a chance to raise horses, 
which I always wanted to do, and maybe raise dogs on the side, and I hear 
that there’s a lot of dough raising goats; their milk sells for 60c a quart 
and it don’t cost much to feed ’em. 
have a cow and a few pigs and chickens and flowers. 


I'm 


Plenty of profit. And Aggie could 
And it would be a 


where we can spend our old age, not 


working very hard and not worrying about bad pictures and worse busi- 
ness, notes and catering to a fickle public. 

Well, Aggie just looks at me funny like and takes a long inhale and 
She sez, 
You see farms on a nice day in summer and you get farmitis. 


“You are just like all the other actors, 
You 


Well I was raised on a faz:r when I was 
We had a farm with enough stones on it to 
You don’t like farmin’ so much when 
instead of crops you raise blisters on your hand, when a lot of hens just 
stand around doing nothing. Actors think you just plant a lot of giggles 


You know on a farm you don’t just 
When 
Lefty you better stick to 


Come to think of it I don’t 


lic theatres now playing German! were never good actors. It’s not a bad racket for those big picture actors 


pix. 


Only spots they’re shown are! that play at owning ranches, they get a lot of kick outta it and have enough 


in private halls and German ‘sing-| dough to be able to afford it. The same with their yachts. You can have 


ing societies. No exchange 


in| as much fun with a rowboat and a kicker, but that’s just like planting 


Philly is handling Nazi pix. Hor- | seeds in the yard against having a farm. So I finished up by buying a lot 


lachers Delivery Service, which has Of seeds and starting a little garden in our backyard. 
a monopoly on film handling here, | 


hasn’t had any orders to deliver any 
UFA or other German product for 
at least six months. 


The Nazi iilms which have come 
into the State, have been obtained 
through New York exchanges and 
have been brought in direct by the 
exhibs, 





somebody finds it out.’ 


I’m just a sucker 


for Dame Nature. In fact I’ve been a sucker for any kind of a dame. 

Glad to hear you got a sponsor for your radio show. On radio a Sponsor 
and a Sustaining is just like in the old vaudeville days like playing The 
Palace and Calgary ... after a Sponsored program you see the banker and 
after a Sustaining you can’t even see the landlord. Best to the gang SEZ 
Your pal, 


Lefty. 


P.S.—Pert Kelton sez: ‘Ignorance is when you don’t know something and 
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Back Pay for Studio Technicians 
Estimated Over $1,000,000; Some Object 





The Army Camp Show 











By BILL HALLIGAN 


Riverside, Cal., June 17. 


Mr. Happy Hemmingway, 
Duffy Square, New York. 


. 


Dear Happy: 


Well Happy we gave them a show 
last night and the camp is sstill 
laughing at the gags Benny Rubin 
told and I is cock of the walk. Am 
probably the biggest man in the 
camp as it took plenty of pull to get 
this typewriter into the guardhouse 
sews I could write you a letter. I 
went out after the show and got 
into a argument with two rookies 
from Montana and wound up sec- 
ond; got 10 days in the bucket and 
am now wearing blue denim versus 
olive drab. 

I is going to write a ‘Yip, Yip Yap- 
hank’ while I is in the guardhouse 
and won’t they be sorry. Will call 
it ‘Ha, Ha Haan’ as Haan is the 
name of the camp. We has our own 
cook stove sew this morning I ast 
one of the fellows who used to be on 
the Hodkins time if he could sing. 
He says he can remember a song but 
its only a minute and a half. Sew I 
says sing it twice as I want to boil 
some three minute eggs. 


Charlie Foy came up to see me 
before the show and he told me a 
hot one about Joe Frisco. They was 
both broke and livin in a tourist 
cabin. Charley gave Frisco two 
bucks to buy a chicken for a stew. 
Frisco went into a poolroom and bet 
the two on a nag. He came home 
about 7 p.m. empty-handed. Charley 
says, ‘Where’s the chicken, Joe?’ 
Frisco says, ‘It’s in the-the-the-the 
stretch.’ 

Dugan, Conlon Gooled ’Em 


Tommy Dugan and Jimmy Conlon 
was in the show and gooled them. 
Tom told them about the visitor that 
came to visit President Lincoln dur- 
ing the Civil War. It seems that 
General McClellan had taken it on 
the lam out of Richmond in full re- 
treat and the General had his divi- 
sion camped on the Potomac. The 
President was burned up. The visitor 
looked out the White House bay win- 
dow and seen all the tents and he 
says to old Abe, ‘What’s that out 


there, Mr. President.’ Lincoln 
looked out the window and says, ‘Oh 
that that’s McClellan’s body 
guard.’ I’m going to brush it up 


and give it a switch and see if I 
can peddle it to Bob Hope. 

See if you can dig me up some of 
them songs Berlin wrote for ‘Yip 
Yip Yaphank’ and I can bring them 
up to date with a switch. I is going 
to sing Vince Bryan’s ‘He Was a 
Soldier Too’ at the next show if I 
am out of the can by then. I hope 
Johnny Burke don’t get sore. I fell 
asleep last night and had a dream 
about the last war and who do I see 
but Johnny O’Connor in a sailor 
suit leading Fred Warings band. 
Brynie Foy was there in uniform and 
so was Buck Mack, Bobby Higgins 
and Billy Gaxton. We was in Childs 


up on Columbus Circle eating pan- | 


cakes when in walked Frank Tin- 
ney in a captain’s uniform. He just 
got the job the day before and he 
had a beautiful shiner on his right 
glim. 
The Mousey 

I says ‘Hello Frank and where did 
you get the mouse on the eye.’ 

‘Well,’ Frank says, ‘I has been 
working for «u undertaker over in 
Philly and I has been going around 
with a gal and her old man hates 


me worse than a soldier hates a | 


bugle. Sew I has to sneak around 
to see her when the old man is 
working. The other morning I pull 
up in the hearse in front of her 
house and I leaves the hearse outside 
in front of the door. It was 10 
o’clock in the morning and the old 
man was at work. He forgot some- 
thing and had to come back and 
when he sees the hearse in front of 
the door he thinks something ter- 
rible has happened. So he rushes 
in and finds me. That’s how I got 
the shiner, and now I is a captain 
and maybe he will soften up, ex- 
cept his name is Otto Shultz and he 
lives over in Germantown. 

I woke up and found a shovel in 
my hand and a top sergeant in the 
M.P.’s took me around the back of 
the stables and I is now a horticul- 
turist. Don’t forget to dig me up 
some army songs as our next show 
is Saturday night and I got to square 
myself. 

Your Pal, 
Buck. 


4 


> 





Holiywood, June 17. 

Hollywood film technicians are be- 
ing handed a $500,000 back-pay 
plum. Auditors and timekeepers of 
the major companies are working 
overtime to determine the amount 
due each individual employee since 
the Wage-Hour Law became effec- 
tive in October, 1938. A deadline of 
July 1 has been set for payment of 
the back-pay ‘jackpot.’ 

The aggregate amount to be paid 
cannot be determined until the au- 
ditors complete their work. Com- 
pany officials estimate the ‘jackpot’ 
at $500,000, but some union tops in- 
sist it will exceed $1,000,000 and that 
it may run as high as $1,500,000. 

The decision to make the retroac- 
tive pay adjustments without a con- 
test was reached at a conference be- 
tween company executives, attor- 
neys and Pat Casey, Producer labor 
contact. The company representa- 
tives contended the industry was not 
legally bound to make the payments, 
basing their opinions on recent court 
decisions in parallel cases. Casey, 
however, pointed out the possibility 
that the companies had committed 
themselves when they gave em- 
ployees a memorandum promising to 
make any pay adjustments after final 
classification of the workers by the 
Wage and Hour Division. These 
memorandums were enclosed in the 
pay envelopes of the workers when 
the question of back pay was first 
broached. 

On Six-Hour Day 

Announcement of the payoff was 
made by Casey at a conference with 
the Business Representatives Com- 
mittee of the studio locals of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. The committee is 
headed by Harold V. Smith, business 
representative of Sound Technicians 
Local 695. 

All key men who have been on 
regular weekly salaries yesterday 
were ordered placed on a six-hour 
day, with time and half after six 
hours, in accordance with the Wage 
and Hour classifications. Some of 
them were pleased with the move, 
feeling the time and half would in- 
crease their weekly earnings. Others, 
who realized the possibility of be- 
ing laid off after six hours, objected, 
and indicated they would try to set 
a new deal with the producers, 

Representatives of 10,0009 film 
technicians conferred with Casey to- 
day (Tues.) on their demands for 
substantial wage increases and im- 
proved working conditions. The 
group was headed by Smith. After 
considerable discussion of the stand- 
ard conditions applying to all the 
crafts, Casey pointed out that some 
of the conditions were definitely in- 
terlocked with wage scales and could 
not be definitely ironed out until the 
Jatter are set. It was agreed that 
these conditions would be digested 
by both groups for several days at 
the end of which time another meet- 
ing would be arranged. 

Union Demands 

The unions are asking for a mini- 
mum six-hour call, for the work day 
to begin at 7 a.m., the lunch hour be 
cut to 30 minutes, time and half 
after midnight, etc. Other standard 
conditions being considered include 
provision for distant and nearby lo- 
cation pay, computation of over- 
time, travel time, provision for 
working in higher classifications, ra- 
tio of apprentices and helpers, can- 
cellation of calls, payoff require- 
ments. 

When these standard conditions are 








| disposed of, the union will then take 


up separately the wage scales, etc., 
for the individual unions. This will 
be considerable hurdle to overcome, 
since many of the crafts are now en- 
gaged in jurisdictional disputes 
among themselves, particularly grips, 
laborers and property men. 

The locals, however, have notified 
the Producers that they will handle 
their own negotiations without aid 
or ‘interference’ from the IATSE 
international. The Producers were 
pretty much perturbed over a phase 
of the local’s demands referring to 
‘a conspiracy.’ After several huddles 
among themselves, and frantic tele- 
phone calls trying to locate George 
E. Browne, IATSE prexy, the com- 
pany executives finally requested 
that Pat Casey return from the east 
to take over the negotiations. 


Green’s ‘Bad Lands’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Alfred E. Green is assigned as 
director on Universal’s high-budget 
western, ‘Bad Lands of Dakota,’ to 
be produced by George Waggner. 
Filming starts in two weeks. 
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LONG RUNS DON'T ‘MILK’ PIX 
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Joint MPTOA-Pacific Coast Indies’ 
Conclave Blasts Duals As Major 
Chiefly Star-Gazers 


‘Evil; Exhibs 


Los Angeles, June 17. 

Independent exhibitors numbering 
around 600, gathered here for the 
simultaneous conventions of Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America 
and Pacific Coast Conference of In- 
dependent Theatre Owners last 
week, took concerted action by 
which they hope, eventually, to com- 
pletely eliminate double bills. Prev- 
alence of duals, which are charac- 
terized as one of the vicious evils 
of the industry, was the keynote 
of both conventions and while the 
MPTOA, meeting for its 21st time, 
confined most of its efforts to blasts 
against the policy and the adoption 
of a strong resolution condemning 
the practice, the PCCITO, made up 
of indie theatre operators of the 
Pacific Coast states, launched steps 
for an early campaign. 

Producers and heads of circuit 
theatre chains were called upon to 
express their views on the double 
bill status, and urged to lend their 
cooperation in a movement which 
would wipe out what the exhibs 
term ‘a most pernicious evil that is 
bringing the theatres of the nation to 
the verge of ruination.’ Prexy Ed 
Kuykendall of the MPTOA and L. O. 
Lukan, Seattle trustee to the 
PCCITO, delivered ringing talks in 
opposition to duals, and both con- 
ventions went on record as being un- 
qualifiedly opposed to a continuance 
of the practice. 

Just Like Tourists 
Within a few hours offers of com- 





plete cooperation werg received 
from Charles P. Skouras, of the 
Fox West Coast Theatres; Walter 


Wanger, David O. Selznick and Al 
Lichtman, of Metro. Other distribut- 
ing organizations are expected by 
the exhibitor group to lend their 
aid in the death knell of the dual- 
ing practice. 

Considerable disappointment 
expressed early 


was 
in the convention 
over the slim attendance of actual 
theatre operators to the MPTOA 
meeting, and the reluctance of many 
of those who did come*to the Coast, 


to attend the business _ sessions. 
Rather they showed a_ preference 
for studio visits, hobnobbing with 


the stars and other Hollywood tours. 
So slim was the turnout at the Tues- 
day afternoon opening session of the 
national organization that Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, Metro. general 
sales chief, refused to appear before 











the body to deliver an important | 


Metro sales policy announcement. 
Rodgers deferred his talk for 24 
hours and then finally gave his mes- 
Sage but not until the meeting was 
acked with PCCITO members and a 
oad of guests to the joint powwow. 


Asserted discrimination of dis- 


Saddle Pals 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Reunited in the cast of ‘Texas’ 
_at Columbia are eight western 
actors who played together in 
the first cowboy feature filmed ~ 
by Thomas Ince in 1910. 

Oldies are Charley Murphy, 
Bud Osborne, Neal Hart, Buck 
Moulton, Eddie *Cobb, Jack 
Plank, Bill Patton and Bud Ray. 


20th-Fox Sales Crew 
Of 500 to Coast Meet 
In Six Special Trains 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Twentieth-Fox is chartering six 
-special trains to fetch 500 delegates 
to its national sales convention to be 
held jhere July 16-18, and called the 
most important business huddle in 
the history of the company. Im- 
portance of the meeting is due large- 











SUBSEQUENT 


Minneapolis Indies See Box- 
office Stimulus in Pro- 
tracted Loop Engagements 
—Cite ‘Buck Privates’ As 
An Example 








DOWNTOWN VS. NABES 





Minneapolis, June 17. 

Local independent exhibitors are 
being forced to the conclusion that 
long loop runs do not ‘milk’ good 
pictures, but, if anything, apparently 
are a boxoffice stimulant when the 
films finally reach the neighborhood 
situations. The experience with 
‘Buck Privates’ is throwing a new 
slant on the matter. 

When ‘Buck Privates’ was held 
eight weeks at the downtown 








| 
| 


| 


Gopher and Aster, there was much 
squawking by Twin City indepen- 
dents who charged that the picture 
was being ‘milked’ and wouldn’t be 
of any b.o. value to them. Univer- 
sal was bitterly assailed. 

But now ‘Buck Privates’ is playing 


ly to new conditions imposed by the the independent neighborhood spots 


Government’s consent decree. 


Con-|—and at the same 28c admission as 


vention will be h.q. at the Hotel it played for downtown—and is giv- 
ing these houses their biggest gross- 


Ambassador. 

Delegates will find 10 features in 
work on the Westwood lot. 
are ‘How Green Was My Valley,’ 
‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt,’ ‘Wild Geese Calling,’ ‘Belle 


Starr,’ ‘Marry the Boss’ Daughter,’ | tended playing time 


‘Riders of the Purple Sage,’ ‘Men 


At Large’ and ‘Weekend in Havana.’ | 
Herman Wobber, sales chief, is ex- | that 


pected to arrive here Monday (23) to 
confer with Darryl Zanuck in out- 
lining additional details of the con- 
vention. 


MICHEL’S OLD SALE: 
NEW K-A-O TRADING 








Washington, June 17. 
William C. Michel, officer and 
director of 20th Century-Fox Film, 


Films | 


es in more than a year. Records 
have been smashed in a number of 
instances and many of the houses 
are bringing the picture back imme- 
diately for return engagements. Ex- 
and Sundays 
have been the rule, too. 

The real good boxoffice pictures 
do business downtown also 
prove profitable for the neighbor- 
hood situations regardless of how 
long they run in the loop, according 
to branch managers. And bad pic- 
tures that starve downtown, even 
though they run only three days, 
are ‘from hunger’ uptown, too, it’s 





| 


J 


filed a 41-year-old report with the | 


Securities and Exchange Commission 
revealing that—on Oct. 15, 1936—he 
sold 796 shares of $1.50 cumulative 
preferred stock in the company, re- 


|taining only one share of the stock. 


;sactions for 


tributors in favor of affiliated thea- | 


tres over the indie operators 
roundly blasted at several of 
business sessions of the PCC, 
the evils of dualing were tossed right 
into the distributors’ laps on the 
charge of the -exhibs that this was 
made possible through producer-dis- 


was 
the 


tributor connivance with the af- 
filiated houses. 
Steps for the protection of its 


membership were taken by PCC in 


No indication as to his holdings in 
1941. 


Somewhat more up to date in the 
SEC’s summary of film stock tran- 
April this year were 
purchases of 1,000 shares each of 
cumulative preferred Keith- 


7 OF 


( a. 


| Albee-Orpheum stock by the Atlas 


and | 


Corp. of Jersey City and the Ameri- 
can Co. Each concern held 4,500 
shares at the end of April. , 

While Atlas were 


and American 


|purchasing Keith-Albee, Michael J. 


| beneficial owner 


| Atlas 


numerous matters that apply gener- | 


ally to exhibition, particularly 


against what is termed unjust and | 


discriminatory practices on the part 
of distributors, and warning was 
given there will be no toleration of 
any move on the part of producers- 
distributors to take advantage of the 
smaller exhibs under the Govern- 
ment consent decree. 

An 11-point program, titled a code 
of ethics, set up by the Coast Con- 
ference prior to the entering of the 
consent decree, was endorsed by the 
membership at the closing session of 
the PCC, and trustees of the organ- 
ization have already launched a re- 
vision program by’ which it is hoped 
a concrete working program will be 
devised. This program embraces 
identification or classification of pic- 
tures, percentage rentals, forcing of 
shorts, clearance, selective contracts, 

(Continued on page 18) 





New York—listed as 
of more than 10% 
of securities in the company, as was 
Corp.—dropped 1,800 shares, 
keeping a mere 15,204. 


Meehan of 


pointed out. 





Muddy Going for Linda 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Linda Darnell will be the femme 


| interest in the 20th-Fox film version 


of the Satevepost serial, ‘Swamp 
Water,’ due to roll July 14. 

Jean Renoir, late of Paris, is di- 
rector. 














RKO STUDIO IN 2 WKS. 





| York Monday (16) 


| studios in two weeks. 


Only other film deal for the month | 


of April was purchase of 122 shares 
of Loew’s Boston theatres $25 per 
common -by the parent company, 
Loew’s, Inc., of New York. Latter 
recorded 118,080 shares as the nest- 
egg remaining at month’s end. 


Quine’s Coast Quickie 


Hollywood, June 17. 

One month ahead of his original 
contract assignment, Richard Quine 
checked in at Metro 
(Mon.) to assume the male lead op- 
posite Judy Garland in her new mu- 
sical siarrer. 

Hurry-up call from the studio al- 
lowed Quine to withdraw from the 
Broadway play, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 








130 days ahead of time. 


yesterday | 


declared in New 
that he will take 
head of RKO 
Former chief 
of the Production Code Administra- 


Joseph I. Breen 


over his new post as 


Swish and Strut In Silence, Newest 
Edict To Keep Film Track Noise-Free 


° 


BREEN TAKES OVER AT | ou: 


tion of the Hays office, who was in| 


New York all last week, left Mon- 
day for Philadelphia, his home town, 


| where he worked for many years as 





a newspaperman. 
He is slated to speak at the RKO 
convention in Manhattan today 


troduction by prez George J. Schae- 
fer to the company’s sales staff. 





Einfeld Easting 


Hollywood, June 17. 


S. Charles Einfeld, Warners di- 
rector of publicity and advertising, 
goes east this weekend for home- 
office parleys on the company’s an- 
nual sales meeting and the New 
York opening July 4 of roadshow 
engagement of ‘Sergeant York.’ 

Stays east about a month. 


or | 
tomorrow (Thurs.), following his in-| 





; instance of the basic sound com-| ‘Parachute Battalion,’ 


OMIT IT AIDS IRKO's 40-45 Pictures for 1941-42, 


Plus 6 Westerns and 190 Shorts: 


First of Big 


Kids With a Horn 








Hollywood, June 17, 

Billy Lee, 10-year-old moppet, 
who became a film actor in ‘The 
Biscuit Eater,’ is stepping out 
with a kid band, composed of 
musicians up to 12 years old, 
around Southern California until 
school is out. 

During vacation days, with edu- 
cational chains loosened, Lee is 
taking his 1l-piece gang for a 
nationwide tour. 


RKO’s K-A-O Refunding 
Plan Believed Stymied 
By Stockhoider’s Suit 


Temporary injunction obtained by 
R. M. Van Kirk, a New York broker, 
against RKO, restraining the com- 
pany from proceeding with its Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum refunding plan, is 
held responsible for adjournment of | 
the special K-A-O stockholders meet- | 
ing scheduled for last Thursday (12). | 
Meeting was to have voted on the} 
plan of reorganization, including the 














refunding setup and to consider | 
amendments to the _ corporation’s | 
charter. Adjournment was taken to | 
June 24. 


Malcolm Kingsberg, vice-chairman | 
of K-A-O board, who presided at the | 
called meeting, suggested the ad- | 
journment after explaining that the | 
plan required preparation of many 
documents and that final drafts had 
not been completed. Then after the | 
session adjourned, it was explained | 
to stockkolders present by RKO rep- 
resentatives that an RKO stock- | 
holder had asked for an order to re- 
strain the parent company from vot- 
ing its preferred shares in approval | 
of the plan. Understood it was felt | 
by RKO officials that an adjourn- | 
ment was the best thing in view of | 
the threatened temporary injunction, | 
subsequently granted. 

Reorg and refunding planned by 
K-A-O is part of RKO’s proposal to 
simplify the corporate setup and 
place subsids on a more economical, 
simpler basis. 








Hollywood, June 17 
please,’ the admonition 

yelled so often by assistant directo! 
on studio set being promulgated 
in a scientific way by the Research 
Council of Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences. Chief of the 


the decibel 


suggestions turned in by 

investigators is that all dancers be 
required to wear socks over their 
shoes while shaking their hoofs in 


front of the cameras. Idea is to sub- 
due unnecessary noises that detract 
from the drama flowing out of the 
sound track. 

Other suggestions along the same 
line take devious courses. For in- 
stance, there are mute driveways and 
garden walks, made of chipped 
cork instead of gravel; celanese 
taffeta instead of silk to prevent 
swishing of feminine garments; soft 
building board as a silencing over- 
layer on cement or flagstone walks; 
double windows to tone down the 
noise of raindrops, and rubberized 
hair as a substitute for sawdust to 
catch the water as it drips from the | 
window sills. 

All these and more recommenda- | 
tions in the cause of silence are being | 
handed about all the studios at the) 


mittee, headed by Loren Ryder. | 


) Cos. to Convene 


The first of the Big Five among 
distributors, which is party to the 
consent decree, to hold a sales con- 
vention, RKO has five 1941-42 pic- 
tures ready for selling and will start 
holding screenings the first week in 
July. Meantime, preparations are 
going forth hurriedly to provide the 
necessary machinery for screening 
and the new selling that will prevail. 
Indications are that RKO will be 
close to a month or farther ahead 
than others on actual contract-taking 
under the decree. 

Although the company has a first 
block-of-five features, all of which 
are screened during the four-day 
convention currently in New York, 
plus ‘Citizen Kane’ as an additional 
for '41-’42 delivery, it has not been 
decided just how the films will be 
grouped pending actual screenings. 
The five screened may be sold as a 
package though indicated by both 
Ned Depinet, v.p. over distribution, 
and A. W. Smith, Jr., general sales 
manager, that the policy will prob- 
ably be flexible. 

Product Lineup 

Outlining the coming year’s pro- 
gram yesterday (Tuesday), Depinet 
listed from 40 to 45 features, plus six 
westerns and 190 shorts. Budget will 
be the highest in RKO’s history, with 
more A’s and fewer B’s scheduled 
than in the past. In addition to 
Sam Goldwyn, who'll make three for 
RKO, producers making a total of 
15 pictures, will include Disney, 
William Dieterle, Orson Welles and 





Herbert Wilcox. In addition to 
his ‘Kane,’ Welles will make an- 
other for the 1941-42 semester, 


plans on which are a secret. Wilcox 
will turn out two features starring 
Anna Neagle. Jack Votion, another 
producing on the outside, is sched- 
uled for another ‘Lum ’n’ Abner’ fea- 
ture. The six westerns will be sold 
in a group since they are exempt 
from the decree provisions. 
Introducing Joe Breen 

With Joseph I. Breen now east 
and set to become general manager 
of the studio, George J. Schaefer will 
introduce him to the conventionees 
either today (Wednesday) or to- 
morrow (Thursday) on the blowoff, 
also officially announcing the ap- 
pointment of the former Hays of- 
ficial. Deal with Breen was closed 
prior to opening of the convention 
Monday (16). He and Schaefer 
leave for the Coast by the end of this 
week. 

While Depinet announced the 
product lineup yesterday (Tuesday), 
today (Wednesday) he and Smith 
will go into details concerning the 
consent decree, the don’ts under it, 
limitations, etc.., well as discuss 
sales policy that will govern. It is 
estimated in RKO quarters that the 
screenings of product alone will cost 


as 


$250,000 a year or more, which to- 
gether with other additional] costs of 
decree selling, will mean bending 
every’ eflort to get higher rentals as 
an offset. Depinet or Smith may an- 
nounce the first screening dates and 
where today (Wednesday). As will 
be the case throughout the industry, 
screenings will be dependent on 
availability of prints, rooms, etc. 
Some larger films will be mar- 
keted alone. ‘Little Foxes’ and two 


others Goldwyn is to make, as well 
as all Disney’s, are definite as sales 
singletons, while ‘Kane’ and a fea- 
ture being plotted by March of Time 
stand as early probables in this cate- 
gory. Blocks of five may be made 
up one way for one territory, and 
differently for another, depending 
on the territories, while also two, 
three or four ‘may be sold at one 
clip instead of the maximum of five 


| permitted under the decree, 


300 Delegates 

In addition to ‘Kane’ which more 
than 300 delegates to the RKO con- 
vention were told to see, RKO 
screened two 1941-42 pictures Mon- 
day morning, two others yesterday 
(Tuesday) and will run off a fifth 
today (Wednesday). 

They are ‘Father Takes a Wife,’ 
‘Devil and 
(Contifued on page 20) 
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Broadway Notorieties Turn Out 
For Midnite Prem of ‘Tight Shoes 





By MILTON BERLE 

Attended the preview of Damon 
Runyon’s new picture, ‘Tight Shoes,’ 
Monday (16) midnight at the Zieg- 
feld theatre. Damon, being a regu- 
lar guy invited the denizens of 
Lindy’s; the $1.10 pew-holders at 
Yankee Stadium; the guys and dolls 
made homeless when Dave's Blue 
Room folded, and others of equal 
note. Lindy’s was so well repre- 
sented, the restaurant must have 
been empty. Stork Clubbers and 
habitues of El Morocco and 21 were 
informed that if they wished to come, 
black fingernails were the order 
rather than black ties. 

I was invited to emcee in the 
lobby. That’s really running the 
gamut of show business—coming 
from the de luxe Paramount (where 
I am currently) to the foyer of a 
double feature picture house. WMCA 
set up a microphone in the lobby 
and I introduced Runyon’s celebrated 
notorieties as they streamed through 
the lobby. Understand the broadcast 
of the preview of “Tight Shoes’ was 
sponsored by Ground-Grippers. 

San Quentin Quail 

Never saw such a soignee audi- 
ence. It was like a first night at 
Dannemora or a burning at Sing 
Sing. Everybody of importance 
was there except Abe Reles and 
Lepke Buchalter. (They’re house 
guest of a guy named O’Dwyer.) 
Among the early arrivals were such 


Manhattan notables as Broadway 
Rose, Harry the Horse, Com- 
modore Dutch, Broadway Sam, 


Izzy the Painter, Swifty Morgan, 
Cheesecake Ike (came with Lindy), 
Blackie Chink, Chicago George and 
Louie the Louse. It looked like a 
trailer for ‘Arsenic and Old Lice.’ 
Hunted for Cholly Knickererbocker, 
but I guess he had some place else 
to go. 

Broadway Rose arrived at the the- 
atre in a Ruppert Brewery truck. 
She was beautifully gowned by Gut- 
tenberg. She wore a strapless potato 
sack, a perfectly matched necklace of 
oyster shells and open-toed Army 
shoes. She was squired by Ivan, the 
rubber at Libby’s Baths. Rose wore 
a corsage of blintzes. Shortly after, 
Broadway Sam strode in, casually 
bedecked in his usual lounge attire 
—a cowboy suit, tooled leather boots, 
a 10-gallon sombrero, a formal lum- 
berjacket, chaps and a rolled Mecca 
cigarette in his mouth. Broadway 
Rose snubbed him. It seems that 
Rose and Sam are from different so- 
cial stratum—Rose hails from 
Brownsville and Sam just hails. At 
that Sam was well flanked—he was 
surrounded by some of his most re- 
pulsive friends. Broadway Rose and 
Broadway Sam—a gruesome two- 
some, 

A Flower Lover 

Swifty Morgan was another early 
arrival. He was escorted by J. Edgar 
Hoover. As they passed me, I heard 
Swifty complaining to Hoover about 
his postoffice billing. Among the 

invitees were the entire rosters of 
Traffic Squad D, Mounted Squad No. 
1 and Patrol Squad No. 18. When 
they arrived, one of the honored 
guests dived into a flower pot in the 
lobby. I was told a minute later 
that he is an enthusiastic horficul- 
turist. 

Jay C. Flippen was there with his 
toupee maker. Thought I saw Romo 
Vincent, but the lobby was so 
crowded I’m not sure it wasn’t two 
other people. Every by-liner in 
town was on hand to pay homage to 
Damon—Winchell, Sullivan, Sobol, 
Jack Lait, Harold Conrad, Bob Mu- 
sel, Lee Mortimer, Frank Farrell, 
Dan Welker, Bob Sylvester, Nick 
Keriny, George Ross and others. 

An ambitious bookmaker was hold- 
ing forth in a corner of the lobby 
giving out the morning line. Izzy 
the Painter arrived plastered. Com- 
modore Dutch arrived in state—on a 
pogo stick. Two pickpockets were 
very busy in the lobby. All they 
got was practice. Saw a hoodlum 
who wanted to give an ex-pal a 17- 
gun salute. 

Lindy, in case you didn’t know, 
took the ‘B’ out of Broadway and 
put it into bagels. On _ second 
thought, the audience at ‘Tight 
Shoes’ were ‘Bagel Lancers.’ 

Summing up the preview the pic- 
ture was very refreshing—if only 
by contrast. 


OVER THE CLIFF 
* Hollywood, June 17. 
Larry Darmour’s new serial, ‘The 
Iron Claw,’ rolled yesterday (Mon.) 
at Columbia with Charles Quigley 
in the top spot. 
Director is James Horne. 





+ 


Rep’s Enlarged P.A. Dept. 


With the moving of Republic Pic- 
tures and Consolidated Films Indus- 
tries into new offices in New York, 
the ad-publicity department under 
Charles Reed Jones has been en- 
larged and realigned. Steve Ed- 
wards, formerly publicist at the Cen- 
ter theatre under the picture policy 
and with United Artists and RKO as 
p.a. on the road, has been added to 
the staff to handle newspapers and 
general magazine publicity. 

Evelyn Koleman has been placed 
actively in charge of fan magazine 
publicity and continues doing trade 
press work. Two additional artists 
also have been added to Republic’s 
department. 

Reason for the additions and 
changes is that Rep will have more 
pictures on release in 1941-42 than 
ever before, and is planning more 
publicity. and advertising. 


George Kelly, WB J.C. 
Manager, Adopting 
A Keily From Dublin 


Jersey City, June 17. 

George Kelly, manager of the 
Stanley (WB), is very proud of his 
‘new son’ George Kelly, 15, a new- 
comer to the United States, and no 
relation. The two Kellys know each 
other for a week. 

George, 15, is a Dubliner, and sev- 
eral weeks ago obtained a job as 
cabin boy aboard a Polish freighter 
preparing to leave Ireland for Amer- 
ica. The boat was convoyed part of 
the way by the ill-fated Hood, and 
early in its voyage was machine- 
gunned by two German planes. But 
young Kelly insists he wasn’t 
frightened. 

When his boat docked in the U. S.., 
he saw the metropolitan sights, and 
finally arrived in the lobby of the 
Fabian theatre (WB) in Hoboken. 
Arthur Manfredonia, Fabian man- 
ager, saw the boy and was attracted 
by his interesting brogue. When he 
discovered that the boy’s name was 
George Kelly, he thought of the 
Stanley’s Kelly. He detained the boy 
and called the Stanley managed im- 
mediately. 

Kelly met the boy. He heard his 
brogue, was hit by his wit and in- 
telligence. 

Kelly has three daughters, but no 
sons. He asked George to remain in 
America and become his son. George, 
after much deliberation, answered, 
‘Yes,’ and now Kelly is writing to 
the boy’s parents asking for their 
permission to adopt George. 


NLRB Decision on SPG 
Of New York Due Soon 


With the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board about to issue a decision 
on New York Screen Publicist 
Guild’s petition to be recognized as 
bargaining agent for home office 
press employees, letter by three 
Metro workers charging the SPG 
with ‘mighty bad Americanism’ has 
been repudiated by one of its ‘sign- 
ers.’ He has since joined the Guild. 
after learning, he said, that it has 
never voted on or otherwise taken 
an official stand on conscription. 

SPG some months ago petitioned 
the NLRB for certification as the 
proper collective bargaining agent 
for homeoffice publicists in the major 
film companies. In a notification 
from the Board’s exec sec Monday 
(16) Guild was informed that the de- 
cision which has been reached can 
be expected shortly. 

















‘Parson’s’ Salt Lake Preem 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Harry Sherman’s high-budget 
western, ‘The Parson of Panamint,’ 
is set for a world premiere in Salt 
Lake City. 

Studio is lining up a group of 
stars for the junket to the Mormon 
capital. 


LEADS FOR ‘CLIPPER’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Irene Hervey draws the top femme 
role opposite William Gargan in 
‘Bombay Clipper,’ starting tomorrow 
(Wed.) at Universal. 
John Rawlings directs and Mar- 








shall Grant is associate producer. 





Nat'l Screen in Conv. 


Holding its first annual econven- 
tion, National Screen Service and its 
subsidiary companies, National 
Screen Accessories and Advertising 
Accessories, started four-day ses- 
sions at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., Monday (16), with George 
Dembow, v.p. in charge of sales, tee- 
ing it off. Every branch manager 
and salesman as well as home office 
executives (senior and junior), plus 
department heads, are attending, for 
a total of 157. 

In the Beat Par Sales drive of 
National, the Washington exchange 
came out on top in the first group, 
while in the second Indianapclis was 
the winner. 


Carey's 33d Anni 
Shindig Genuine 
In Its Sentiment 


Hollywood, June 14. 
‘T had a lot of great things to say, 
but I'm damned if I can remember 
them.’ . 
That was what Harry Carey told 
some 300 friends who gathered at his 
ranch here to help him celebrate his 
33d anniversary as a motion picture 
actor. Members of the press corps 
were present too, and plenty of pho- 
tographers, for the program was 
staged by Paramount after the press 
preview of that studio’s picture, “The 
Shepherd of the Hills, in which 
Carey played one of the top roles. 
Despite the fact that the stunt was 
designed to grab off newspaper space 
wherever possible, the celebration 
had a genuine warmth, a homeliness 
fitting to the Carey character and 
the Carey hospitality. 
Ralph Morgan presented the actor 
with a scroll signed by 500 picture 
people after Edwin Schallert, drama 
critic of the Los Angeles Times, had 
made a little speech about Carey. 

‘Those things Ed just said about 
me,’ the actor spoke in response, ‘as 
far as he knows, they’re true. I’m 
never going to tip him off. That’s 
part of the racket, too. 

‘The best part of this business is 
the friends you make. Of course, 
when the paycheck is coming in reg- 
ularly you get a kind of dollar dig- 
nity. The weeks you don’t get it, 
you’ve got your friends. I’ve had 
my share of success. It got this place 
for me. We had to homestead it and 
raise kids and calves and some other 
things.’ 

He told of his own career, from 
legit to pictures back in 1908, not 
glossing over the hardships and de- 
scribing one season he had to go 
into a circus as ‘bad for the family, 
but a happy summer for me.’ He 
also admitted that he does ‘a little 
eyebrow acting now and then.’ 

Betty Field, the leading lady in 
‘The Shepherd of the Hills’ also 
made a little speech, presenting him 
with a watch from Paramount. So 
did Olive Carey, once his leading 
lady. The rest of the day was de- 
voted to eating, dancing, drinking 
and watching shots from early pic- 
tures in which Carey, Charlie Chap- 
lin, Richard Barthelmess, Lillian 
Gish, Clara Kimball Young, Wil- 
liam S. Hart, Buster Keaton and 
other film pioneers appeared. 

Among the old time actors pres- 
ent were William Farnum, Claire 
Windsor, Jane and Eva Novak, 
James Kirkwood and William Des- 
mond. 


Hunt Wins Loew’s Award 


Louisville, June 17. 
George N. Hunt, manager Loew’s 
State, last week was awarded a 
plaque, called Loew’s Dollar Award, 
by Oscar Doob, Loew’s director of 
advertising and publicity, in recog- 
nition of outstanding showmanship. 
Award was made to Hunt for ex- 
ploitation campaigns and aggressive 
effort in marking up high grosses 
during the past season. 




















Netco’s Golf Tourney 


The Netco circuit of upstate New 
York theatres, a part of the Para- 
mount chain, will hold a golf tourna- 
ment at Adolph Zukor’s estate at 
New City, N. Y., July 30. Harry 
Royster, in charge of operation of 
the Netco circuit, and Eugene Levy, 
partner in it, are in charge of the ar- 
rangements. 

Cost of attending the tournameni, 
including food, refreshments, etc., 





$16. 





S.C. Careful on Its Sunday Shows: 
Loews N.E. Shifts: Exhib Briefs 





Spartanburg, S. C., June 17. 

District manager Warren Irvin has 
anpounced Palmetto company’s four 
Columbia, 8. C., houses, recently al- 
lowed to_open Sundays under new 
state bill, will give local churches 
clean break. Palmetto, Ritz, Five 
Points and Strand, will operate from 
2 \~ 6:30 afternoons and after 9 p.m. 
only. 

Joseph Newman, Hollywood, di- 
rector of Pete Smith’s shorts for 
Metro, has arrived at Camp Croft 
here as draftee in 27th battalion. 

Mrs. Claire Nichols resigned as 
boxoffice manager, Dock Street thea- 
tre,.Charleston, to become executive 
secretary, Yardley Summer Theatre, 
Bucks unty, Pa. 





Loew’s N. E. Shifts 


Boston, June 17. 

Several personnel changes in the 
Northeast division of Loew’s Thea- 
tres announced by Charles E. Kurtz- 
man, division manager. Vaughn 
O'Neil shifts from Loew’s, Provi- 
dence, to Pittsburgh, as assistant at 
Loew’s Penn. James E. Tibbetts, as- 
sistant manager, Loew’s State, Bos- 
ton, replaces O’Neil.at Providence; 
and he is succeeded as assistant of 
the State by Emil Weretelnyk, for- 
merly senior treasurer at Loew’s 
Orpheum, Boston. 

‘om Foley is promoted fro 
junior to senior treasurer of the 
Orph; Fred Linn, chief of staff at 
Loew’s State, Boston, succeeds Foley 
at the Orpheum. Arthur White pro- 
moted from doorman to chief of staff 
at State, Boston; and Harold Mortin, 
chief of service at Loew’s State, 
Providence, to student manager, 
same theatre. 





Ritz, Newburgh; N. Y., Reopens 


The Ritz, Newburgh, N. Y., closed 
for repairs and redecoration, reopens 
Friday (20). Following that date, 
Paramount will resume the Tuesday 
tryouts of stageshows which are 
scheduled for opening following day 
at the Par, N. Y. Meantime, the 
Par, Stapleton, S. I., has been used as 
a tester spot. 





Bob Blair Resigns 
New Orleans, June 17. 

Bob Blair, manager of the Saenger 
theatre for the past 10 years, re- 
signed Friday (13). Plans to return 
shortly to his home in California. 
He assigned no other reason for 
quitting. 





St. L. Variety’s Drive 
St. Louis, June 17. 

Execs of the local Variety Club are 
huddling with owners of the Town 
Club building, downtown, for the 
purehase of the building as head- 
quarters of the Midwest Polio Assn. 
The headmen of the Polio Assn. have 
entered upon a five-year program to 
raise between $200,000 and $500,000 
to erect or buy a structure for the 
use of infantile paralysis victims. 
The organization has raised more 
than $3,500 through two benefit 
shows given at the Fox and Lou 
Ansell, v.p. of the Variety Club, said 
plans are being laid to raise $25,000 
more through a wild west show or 
public dance, or both, at the Arena 
here next fall. 





Ed Fisher’s Connection 
Cleveland, June 17. 

Ed Fisher, former UA publicity 
rep here, becoming associated with 
Fine, Stecker & Kramer, owners of 
a string of nabe Associated Theatres. 
Takes over mamagement of their 
Imperial, effective June 22. Fisher, 
one time newspaper radio editor and 
later a_ film salesman, replacing 
Spence Pierce, who is quitting to do 
publicity work for 20th-Fox, latter 
joining 20th on July 7. 

Nat Wolf and Jerry Friedlander 
appointed by Variety Club as a com- 
mittee to handle work of picking 
under-privileged children to be sent 
to summer camps for 12-day vaca- 
tions. Last year club paid vacation 
expenses for nearly 600 youngsters 

. Joe Longo, Loew’s p.a., taking 
family to Boston for vacation . ‘ 
George Stevens, supervisor of two 
Drive-In houses here, inaugurating 
free auto service for passengers 
waiting at nearby airport for planes. 





Fitzgibbon, Jr., Back to Canada 

J. J. Fitzgibbon, Jr. son of the 
recently-appointed president of 
Famous Players-Canadian, who had 
been attached to the Paramount 
home office in New York, resigned 
Friday (13) and immediately re- 
turned to Toronto. He may go into 
the army shortly, however, being a 
lieutenant in the U. S. reserves. 

Formerly a manager for FP-C in 
Winnipeg, Fitzgibbon was assistant 
to Eddie Hyman, h.o. Par theatre 
executive on resigning. 





Sold Under the Hammer 
Rochester, N. Y., June 17. 
Rose Garden theatre, former 
Stahley, sold by city at public 


auction for $15,500 to representative 
of Hart Food Stores. House was 
built and operated for a time by 
Richard and Casimir Stahley, known 
in vaude years ago as The Musical 





Blacksmiths. Rose Garden shuttered 
most of time since the Dixie opened 
nearby in 1927. 

Embassy, operated several weeks 
with Italian films by V. B. Faga, 
closes for summer. 





Kuehn, Williams Swap 
Jersey City, June 17, 

Rudolph Kuehn, in charge of War- 
ners’ Hudson County theatres for 
three years, and Anthony Williams, 
director of Warner houses in the 
Essex County zone for six years, 
have exchanged posts. 





Jack Davis’ N. Y. House 


Jack Davis, operator of a chain of 
newsreel theatres in London known 
as the Monseigneurs, has leased the 
Little Carnegie, and, after remodel- 
ing, will open about Labor Day with 
a newsreel policy. House also will 
be equipped to show television. 


Goldberg’s Oaklander 
San Francisco, June 17. 


Aaron Goldberg has taken over 
the Regent, Oakland. Is contem- 
plating a newsreeler there as com- 
panion to his Newsreel in Frisco. 
Otherwise it'll be a _ subsequent 
grind. 





Another Femme Manager 
Pittsburgh, June 17. 


Second woman manager in this 
area will be Leona Smith, who will 
manage the new Vox, Ligonier, Pa., 
when it opens in couple of weeks. 
Formerly the Wilk theatre, now re- 
modeled and modernized. Other 
femme mgr. is in Punxsutawney, Pa., 
in WB employ. 

Walter Kessler, last two years asst. 
mgr. of Penn here, promoted to man- 
age Loew’s Canton (O.). Kessler 
was about to shove off for relief 
managerial roles on Loew circuit 
during vacation period when eleva- 
tion was announced by M. J. Cullen, 
district manager for Loew’s in this 
territory. For the time being, Frank 
Reller, student assistant, is filling in 
as his successor. 

Silverman Brothers, Jake and Ike, 
celebrated silver anniversary of their 
Strand, Altoona, Pa., with big civic 
event participated in by city leaders, 
Silvermans opened their first nickel- 
odeon in Altoona 36 years ago. In 
addition to Strand there, they also 
operate the Logan and the Blair. 





Courtesy’s Reward 
Omaha, June 17. 


Lee Purcell, who won plaudits 
from press and public as the ‘pleas- 
antest doorman,’ has quit the 
Brandeis after being with the house 
since it opened. Purcell started as 
usher and earned favorable com- 
ment from patrons for his good 
humor and courtesy. Job and praise 
worked r well for him that the 
U. S. Naflional Bank has given him 
a nice job. 





Philly’s Own Charity Fund 


Philadelphia, June 17. 

Philly film men, called upon to 
raise money for every drive for the 
needy here, have decided that 
charity begins at home. A fund has 
been set up with profits of the testi- 
monial luncheon for Louis (Pop) 
Korson two weeks ago for use for 
unemployed members of the indus- 
try. The money will be administered 
by the Motion Associates, organiza- 
tion of exchange salesmen and execs. 

The-Stanley, Camden, will discon- 
tinue Sunday stage shows for the 
summer after this Sabath (21). The 
house features the show on the Earle 
stage show that week. The Earle is 
closed Sundays. 

Philly exhibs attended a cocktail 
party for Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- 
— at the Ritz Carlton Thursday 
(1Z.) 

Ruth Abbott, local model, screen- 
tested for a part in ‘Panama Hattie.’ 
_ George Higginbotham, projection- 
ist at the Rio, Frankford, has taken 
over operation of the house. 

Joe Leon, Universal salesman, and 
Oscar Neufeld, Horlacher exec, in- 
jJured in auto accident near Camden 
last week. 

Harold Brason, manager of the 
S-W Diamond; Joe Nevison, Brom- 
ley, and Al Allen, Warner booking 
offce, called for physical exams by 
their draft boards last week. 





Blackstone Changes Hahds 


Detroit, June 17. 
Closed for two years, the Black- 
stone, small -nd obsolete house in 
the downtown section here, has been 
taken over by Milton Jacobson, 


manager of the Monroe. The house 
was relinquished by Raymond 
Schreiber, of Midwest Theatres. 


Jacobson is remodeling the house 


and modernizing it for“opening in a 


month. 





Russ Simpson to B. C. 
.Russell Simpson placed in charge 
of Paramount’s Vancouver (B. C.) 
exchange. Vacancy caused by the 
recent death of William Hansher. 
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Wednesday, June 18, 1941 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 4 





Lisbon'-Glenn Miller Trim $46,000 
In Perky Chi; Fio-Rito and ‘Girl Gob’ 
$17,000, ‘Boys Town 186, ‘Navy’ Big 





Chicago, June 17. 

This week comes up with the 
promise of much _ boxoffice strength, 
and it’s due mainly to a combination 
of stage-bookings and Hollywood 
production. Chicago has a neat eom- 
bination of ‘Night in Lisbon’ on the 
screen and Glenn Miller’s band on 
the stage, all of which adds up to 
fine revenue. Started snappily and 
likely will hold up. 

Across the street presence of the 
Ted Fio-Rito orchestra brings addi- 
tional boxoffice happiness. Though 
tied in with a repeat picture which 
has previously played the loop and 
key nabe spots, the Fio-Rito crew 
looks strong enough to overcome 
this drawback. Healthy takings in 
prospect. ; ; 

United Artists is offering a win- 
ner in ‘Men of Boys Town’ which 
opened Saturday (14). Palace goes 
into a big second week with ‘In the 
Navy’ and ‘Tight Shoes,’ after a sen- 
sational initial week. *‘Woman’s 
Face,’ after three fat weeks in the 
United Artists, is taking some more 
loop money at the Apollo while 
‘Wings’ moves to the Garrick after 
two weeks at the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Fourth 
week in loop, but heading for okay 
$5,500. Last week ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) 
reopened house on grind policy to 
neat $5,900. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Lisbon’ (Par) and Glenn Miller 
band on stage. Strong dual action 
at the boxoffice which will zoom to 
mighty fine $46,000. Last week 
‘Wings’ (Par) finished fortnight on a 
glide but wound up with $32,400, 
mighty good. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Wings’ (Par). In here from the 
Chicago and heading for $4,000, sat- 
isfactory for holdover. Last week 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) finished third 
loop session to good $4,400. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Devil Miss 
Jones’ (RKO). Combination will 
bring in mild $6,500. Last week 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Footsteps 
Dark’ (WB) brought in neat $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
(2d wk.). This duet is a big winner 
and waxing fat in holdover at $15,- 
000, after steaming in with wallop- 
ing $22,200 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (3d wk.). 
Has been doing fine and coming 
home currently to the tune of $8,000, 
nifty, following big second session at 


$10,400. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44) 
—'Girl, Gob’ (RKO) and Ted Fio- 


Rito orchestra unit on stage. Band 
name on the rostrum important since 
film is strictly a loop repeater. 
Happy $17,000 in sight. Last week 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and Major Bowes 
unit good at $15,600. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Men Boys Town’ 
(M-G). Started on Saturday (14) 
and looks like big $18,000 for initial 
session. Last week ‘Woman's Face’ 
(M-G) finished fine three-week stay 
in the house at $9,400. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (6th wk.). 
Putting out a flock of cut-rates and 
getting additional coin. Now on up- 
beat and looks for staying power at 
$9,000 currently, following a take of 
nearly $9,000 last week. 


K.(C. BIZ LOOKING UP; 





BOWES UNIT-AUTRY 96) 





Kansas City, June 17. 
. General b.o. perked up this week. 
In the Navy’ is fully living up to 
high expectations in the twin-dat- 
ing Esquire and Uptown but double 
billed where ‘Buck Privates’ played 
solo. Tower has a banner week 
with Bowes unit on stage and Gene 
Autry’s ‘Singing Hill’ making one of 
strongest combos here in some time. 
Billy the Kid’ is okay on its second 
week, 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘In 
Navy’ (U) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) 
dualled. Abbott-Costello film in be- 
hind good ad and publicity campaign, 
and seems sure to top ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ figure. Hefty $9,500 in sight, 
and sholdover. Last week, ‘Blood 
a (20th) ae in a hold-over 
gave a goo itsel 
at $5,500, g account of itself 
Midland (Loew's (4,101; 10-28-44) 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and. ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA) dualled and hold-over 
Pair. Unusual that any film plays 
more than seven days in this house. 
This one’s gross stacks up close to 
the first week. Last week’s large 
$13,000 will probably be followed by 
$8,000, swell for second stanza. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Reaching Sun’ (Par), in- 





_ 


coming feature retains ‘One Night in 
Lisbon’ (Par) which played solo last 
week. Although an odd combination, 
idea was happy thought because 
will do nice $7,500. ‘Lisbon’ first 
week, $7,700, very acceptable. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Singing Hill’ (Rep) plus with Major 
Bowes’ prize winner unit on stage. 
Best combo here in weeks and show- 
ing up very fine $9,000 at the box 
office. Last week, ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20th) and ‘Crazy Show’ on stage, 
average $6,000. 


J. Dorsey Boosting 
‘Limited’ to Big 206, 
Wash., Others Limp 


Washington, June 17. 
There are customers in this boom- 
town when there is something on the 
marquee to coax them in. Only the 
Capitol has discovered it, however, 


Jimmy Dorsey’s band this week 
boosting ‘Broadway Limited’ to 
smash week following socko last 
stanza with ‘Woman’s Face. Else- 
where biz is just dribbling along in 
the doldrums. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Broadway Limited’ (UA). Can 
thank Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra on 
stage for most of its top-notch 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) launched a shipload of cash, 
$23,500 worth. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d run). 
Only fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Zanzi- 
bar’ (Par) (2d run) wound up fourth 
main-stem week with good enough 
$4,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col), plus vaude. 
Opened slowly but government pay- 
day may boost to fair $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par), plus 
Victor McLaglen on stage, flopped to 


dreary $11,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘New Orleans’ (U). Dietrich allure 
didn’t soften critics’ blows; sad 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Kane’ (RKO) 
wound up four n.s.g. weeks of ad- 
vanced price engagement, last stanza 
a floppo $4,000: 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—Wagons Roll’ (WB). Opened 
strong and looks like good $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Doe’ (WB) (2d run), 
good enough third downtown week, 








$5.000. 
National (1,300; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Announce- 


ment that current (6th) week is final 
one is boosting this towards good 
$9,000, same figure as previous week. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242; 28-55)— 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). Not the 
one to coax the cash from customers’ 
pockets, ailing at $13,500. Last week, 
‘Wings’ (Par), sagged to same poor 
figure. 


‘Billy The Kid’ Leading 
Lincoln Pack, Hot 4144G 


Lincoln, Neb., June 17. 

‘Billy the Kid’ is galloping away 
with the b.o. loot at the Lincoln but 
nobody’s complaining about biz, with 
only ‘Affectionately Yours’ lagging. 
Nebraska with ‘Black Cat’ and ‘Magic 
in Music’ was last week’s surprise 
pulling best in three months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15) — ‘Sheriff Tombstone’ 
(Rep) and ‘King Underworld’ (WB) 
split with ‘Wranglers Roost’ (Mono) 
and ‘Girls Road’ (Col). Average $900. 
Last week, ‘Cyclone Horseback’ 
(RKO) and ‘Peppers Trouble’ (Col) 
split with ‘Bullets Rustlers’ (Col) 
and ‘Before Hang’ (Col). Sour $750. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40 )—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). Booked 
for only 7 days, looks like cinch 
$4,500. Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U), 
folded toward end of run but still 
garnered $4,000. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Romance Rio 
Grande’ (20th) and ‘Mutiny Arctic 
(U). Off key $1,500. Last week, 
‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Magic Music’ 
(Par), sleeper combo for extremely 
nice $2,100. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) —Night in Lisbon’ (Par). 
Despite uncertain opening should get 
$3,000, . nice. Last week, ‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ (WB) plugged along 
for fair $2,900. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-25-40) — ‘Affffectionately Yours 
(FN). Town's biggest disappoint- 
ment at very weak $2,500. Last week, 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) wasn’t much better 








at $2,600. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 19 
Astor—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 
(6th wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(82d wk). 
Capitol—‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety May 28) 


Criterion—In the Navy’ (U) 
"(2d wk). 
Globe — ‘Underground’ (WB) 


(21). 

Music Hall—‘She Knew All the 
Answers’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 21) 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(8th wk). 

Paramount—‘One Night in Lis- 
bon’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Tight Shoes’ (U) (17). 

(Reviewed in Vartery June 11) 

Roxy—Man Hunt’ (20th) (2d 
wk). 

Strand—‘Out of the Fog’ (WB) 
(20). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 11) 

Week of June 26 

Astor—Major Barbara’ 
(7th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(33d wk). 

Capitol — ‘The 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
(re-issue ) 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(9th wk). 

Paramount — ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par) (25). 

Roxy — ‘Moon Over Miami 
(20th) (27). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand—‘Out of the Fog’ (WB) 

= (2d wk). 


Balto Aided by Rain; 
Kid’ Topper $12,000, 
‘Navy’ 96; ‘Baby’ Sad 


Baltimore, June 17. 
Plenty of rain kept them in town 
over the weekend and helped hypo 
downtown b.o.s all around. Most 
consistent is ‘Billy the Kid’ at Loew’s 
Century. H.o. of ‘In the: Navy’ at 
Keith’s reached opening week’s fig- 


ures at start of the second sesh and 
is pointing to a second big profit 
— with a third already under- 
ined. 


(UA) 


Big Store’ 











Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44 )—‘Billy“Kid’ (M-G). Attract- 
ing steady day and night response to 
town-leading $12,000. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), added 
fairish $5,400 to strong opening round 
at $13,700. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (WB) plus Ina Ray Hutton 
orch, just ambling along to possible 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col), plus vaude, fared 
about same at $9,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘In Navy’ (U) (2d wk). 
Very strong with $9,000 a cinch after 
mopping up on the opening round to 
tune of $11,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—"Blood Sand (20th) (3d wk). 
Fairly steady at $4,000, after totaling 
all right $10,200 in previous brace. 

Stanley (WB) -(3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). 
Not doing as well as expected with 
mildish $7,500, best in sight. Last 
week, ‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par), 
n.s.g. at uneventful $5,300. 


New Shows Up B’way; Abbott-Costello 


Sock $26,000; 
Lisbon, 416; 


Berle (with Lopez) Aids 
Hunt, 456, Sunny, 726 





Much of the gloom hanging over 
Broadway of recent weeks has been 
dispersed by new shows for which 
there is more than the average 
action at the boxoffice. A couple 
major holdovers, one of them forced 
a second week, are being passed up. 


‘Sunny’ remains only seven days 
at the Music Hall, but at $72,000 it’s 
fair enough. Other new shows are 
comparatively better, and the Ab- 
bott-Costello comedy, ‘In the Navy,’ 
is a whizzer on biz. It topped $26,000 
on the first seven days at the 
straight-film Criterion ending last 
night (Tues.). That’s the second 
best week the house has had in its 
five years of operation. 


Both the Roxy and Paramount are 
doing what amounts to very sub- 
stantial] business for this time of the 
year. Former with ‘Man Hunt,’ 
which took the house back to a Fri- 
day opening, will hit $45,000 or close. 
Par has ‘Night in Lisbon’ and, on its 
stage, Milton Berle, Vince t Lopez 
and supporting acts. Theatre sound- 
ed off last night (Tues.) at $41,000 
for the initial seven days. “Both 
these shows as well as ‘In the Navy’ 
hold over. 

While Loew’s is having trouble 
wooing people into the Capitol to 
see ‘Love Crazy,’ which winds up its 
second-final week tonight (Wed.) at 
only about $15,000, it is getting a 
strong play at the State. With ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl’ on the screen second-run, 
house headlines Gertude Niesen and 
The. Hartmans on its four-act vaude- 
ville bill. Combined draught of 
film and stageshow means a strong 
$25,000 or near to that. 

Strand is dipping to under $20,000, 
weak, on its second stanza with ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby’ and Les Brown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (UA) (1,012; 30-40-55-65)— 
‘Barbara’ (UA) (6th week). Wound 
up fifth week last night (Tues.) at 
$11,000, fair, and goes into sixth to- 
day (Wed.). The fourth round was 
$12,500. Warners yesterday (Tues.) 
concluded plans to open ‘Sergeant 


York’ here July 2 on a roadshow, 


basis at $2 top. 

Broodway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (32d week). With business 
and advance sale steady no date for 
departure set as yet, but final weeks 
being advertised; last week (31st) 
$9,500, as compared with $10,000 for 
the 32d. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
(2d-final aveek). Did rather well on 
first week at $28,000, but going to 
pieces on the holdover and wil] be 
only about $15,000. ‘Billy the Kid’ 
(M-G) is being rushed in tomorow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44- 
55-75)—‘In Navy’ (U) (2d week). 
Sets sail on second week today after 
socking through the first seven days 
to more than $26,000, very big for 
this house. In ahead ‘Magic in 
Music’ (Par) under $5,000, poor. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). No dice, 
only about $5,000. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB) 
(reissue), $6,000, o.k. ‘Underground’ 
(WB) opens here Saturday (21). 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Kane’ (RKO) (7th 
week). Not attraciing much b.o. at- 
tention; last week (6th), $13,000, and 
probably goes out shortly. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) and 
Milton Berle, Vincent Lopez band, 
others, in person (2d-final week). 
Stage pull of Berle show credited 
with much of the good business that 








Cleve. in Summer Doldrums 


‘Lisbon’ Nice $9,500 But ‘Baby’ Sad 5G — ‘Navy’ 
Slick Holdover, ‘Kid’ Okay 





Cleveland, June 17. 

Just another average summer 
week, with ‘One Night in Lisbon’ 
leading at the State, but by a slim 
margin. ‘Million Dollar Baby’ pick- 
ing up only pennies at Palace, being 
topped even by Hipp’s h.o. of ‘In the 
Navy.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB). Extremely 
nice notices advancing trade to good 
$3,700. Last week, ‘Blood and Sand’ 
(20th) (2d wk), rolled up fine $4,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). Lost 
on the marquee and merely a hand- 
ful of customers at oper‘ng, presag- 





ing very weak $5,000. Las* week, 
‘Knew All Answers’ (Col), with bet- 


3 names, caught only $5,500, too 
thin. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Night Lisbon’ (Par). More zip 
here, with nice weekend attendance 
carrying it to $9,500, okay. Last 
week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), pulled in a 
heavy thriller-diller crowd, surpris- 
ing $12,300. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—Billy Kid’ (M-G). Keeping up 
the good work on moveover with 
swell $6,000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Wings’ (Par) slowed up a bit on 
shiftover, but $4,200 still above ordi- 
nary. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—In the Navy’ (U). One of the 
house’s best sleepers, steadily grow- 
ing to worthwhile $6,500 on second 
stanza after terrific $11,200 on first 
round, 


is being clocked; first week ending 
last night (Tues.), $41,000. Away on 
holdover today (Wed.). Third week 
for ‘Wings’ (Par) and Vaughn Mon- 
roe $33,000, sturdy. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960; 44-55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and_ stage show. 
Doing fairly, but far from stoutly, at 
$72,000 or bit above and remains 
only one week with ‘She Knew All 
Answers’ (Col) opening tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Last week, third for 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), $65,000, all 
right. 

Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)— 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U) opens here tonight 
(Wed.). ‘Saint’s Vacation’ (RKO) 
very tiresome, getting $4,500, while 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB), its prede- 
cessor, hit only $5,000, mild. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835: 35-55-65-75- 
85)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and stage 
show. Strong from the gun and will 
end up at $45,000 or close, very 
good, holding over. Final eight days 
on third week of ‘Blood and Sand’ 
(20th) $26,500, moderate. 

State (Loew’s) (3,400: 28-44-55-75- 
90-$110)——‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and vaude headed by Gertrude 
Niesen and The Hartmans. Into the 
higher brackets this week with $24,- 
000 or thereabouts sighted following 
several recent disappointing weeks. 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA) (2d run) and 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ wound up 
at less than $20,000, off-color. 


Strand (WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 
99)-——‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 


Les Brown (2d-final week). Gees 
out on crutches tomorow night 
(Thurs.), On holdover, being this 


side of $20,000, while first week was 
only $27,000. Had to hold due to 
stage commitments. ‘Out of the 
Fog’ (WB) and Guy Lombardo open 
Friday morning (20). 





LOAN DRIVE HITS MONT’L 


‘Doe’ 





Tops Town With $8,000— 
‘Lisbon’ Mildish $5,000 





Montreal, June 17. 

Last week of the Victory Loan will 
continue to dent grosses with ‘John 
Doe’ topping the town and repeaters 
helping to cut down the balance of 
takes. 

Estimaves for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-75- 
$1.00, plus tax)—‘Night January 16.’ 
Legit show opened Monday (16), 
Fair advance sale. Last week’s h.o., 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney), good $6,500. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d wk), 
pointing to good $5,500, following 
okay $6,800 last week. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (Par). Sighting $5,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB) and ‘Nurses Secret’ (WB), 
weak $4,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Best in town with 
good $8,000 in sight. Last week, 


‘Wings’ (Par), fair $6,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53) — 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) and ‘West With 
Peppers’ (Col). Weak start indicates 
Slim $2,500. Last week, ‘Model Wife’ 
(U) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (Col), poor 
$2,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Feebie $1,400 ahead after poor $1,800 
last week. 











Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘Circonstances Atten- 
antes.” Should pick up a little to 
$1,200, fair. Last week’s fourth re- 


peat ‘Recif de Corail.’ down to $650. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 


40)—‘Varietes’ and ‘Le Billet de 
Mille’ $3,000 in sight, so-so. Last 
week, ‘Voix sans Visage’ and 


‘L’Amour en Cage,’ weak $3,100. 


That Dark, Brown Flavor 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Eleanor Powell’s next starrer at 
Metro is ‘I'll Take Manila,’ a singing 
and dancing show with a Mexican 
background, and a bull fight dance 
technically advised by Dr. Alfonso 
Gaona, professor emeritus of mata- 
doring. 

Eddie Buzzell directs the picture 
and Jack Cummings is producer. 





Fonda’s ‘Male Animal’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Henry Fonda gets the male lead 
in Warners’ ‘The Male Animal’ on a 
loan from 20th Century-Fox. Pris- 
cilla Lane has the femme lead, with 
Elliott Nugent, co-author with James 
Thurber, directing. 

Nugent directed and created the 
male lead in the original legit pro- 
duction of the comedy 
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Pitt Out of Trenches; ‘Kildare’ Plus 


Lombardo 319,000, Crix Sock ‘Lisbon’ 








—_— 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 

No farmer ever welcomed the 
rains with more enthusiasm than 
exhibs who are attributing most of 
better b.o. tone to three days of 
showers and cooler weather. At the 
downtown wickets it’s still the same 
story: them as has, gits. Guy Lom- 
bardo is the usual magnet at the 
Stanley and he will lift the big de- 


luxer to its best level of the month. 
The Fulton is finding the second 
week of ‘In the Navy’ better than 
any single week since ‘Fantasia’ de- 
parted. A : 

The Penn's ‘Night in Lisbon’ is a 
blackout after unrestricted blasting 
from the cricks. ‘She Knew All the 
Answers’ is not the answer to the 
Senator’s prayer. Managers as well 
as Billy Conn look for a tough night 
Wednesday when the _ Pittsburgh 
fighter faces Louis. Exhibs expect it 
to be as bad as when the President 
spoke. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)—‘In 
Navy’ (U). Second week of Abbott 
and Costello starrer better than any- 
thing here in months. Heading for 
a juicy $4,500, maybe better. First 
week best of the year here with 
$9,500. Set for a third week, and 
probably a fourth. 

Penn (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Critics belted 
this one so hard it’s hurting. Limp- 
ing along to a poor $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), fair $13,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Vegas 
Nights’ (Par) and ‘Round Up’ (Par). 
Twinners are suffering and no more 
than*sad $1,400 in sight. Last week, 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), third week 
after successive stands at Penn and 
Warner, healthy $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Knew Answers’ (Col). Not above 
a murmur at the b.o. No more than 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
better but disappointing at only 
$4,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G) and Guy 
Lombardo’s band. Without too much 
help from the screen, Lombardo will 
= house up into the black. Band 

ere on fifth showing in as many 
years and always had a solid local 
following. Handy $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and 
Bob Crosby’s band picked up after a 
slow start for good $17,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), on moveover 
from Penn, should turn in a profit- 
able $6,500. Last week, ‘Wings’ 
(Par), on moveover from Penn a 
disappointment, $4,000. 


‘KID’ DRAWS BEAD ON 
OMAHA, STURDY $10,200 


Omaha, June 17. 

Rain every day so far slowed 
grosses but outlook is splendid with 
cool weather on tap. ‘Billy the Kid’ 
is the best on the street at the 
Omaha. ‘So Ends Our Night’ plus 
‘Man Who Lost Himself’ at Orpheum 
surprised everybody while ‘Devil 
Dogs of the Air’ and ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
are holding them outside at the 
Brandeis. 

~ Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—Devil Dogs’ (WB) and 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) a big $6,300 de- 
spite the first feature’s age. Last 
week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Wolf 
Chance’ (Col), did a fine $6,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ 
(M-G) $10,200, mighty elegant. Last 
week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB), strong $8,000. 

Orpheum (Tri) (3,000; 10-30-40)— 
‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Man Lost 
Self’ (U), fair $9,000, nothing big for 
this house. Last week (25-40-55), 
‘Model Wife’ (U) and Apollon-Shore 
stage unit ‘Carnival-of Fun’ fell be- 
low estimate, doing $11,000 on ac- 
count of bad weather which kept 
away usual out-of-town show trade. 


State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘That Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Adam 
Sons’ (Col) split with ‘Shadows 
Stairs’ (WB), ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) 
and ‘Riches’ (RKO) $750. Last week, 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (25-40-55) 
split with ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), 
‘Dark Handsome’ (20th) and ‘District 
seer (Rep) (10-20-25), fair 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—'‘2-Gun Sheriff’ (Rep), ‘East River’ 
(WB) and ‘Great Swindle’ (Col), 
triple split with ‘O’Malley Mounted’ 
(Cap), ‘Get Girl’ (U) and ‘Man’s 
Sister’ (Col) ‘Streets Cairo’ (U) and 
‘Devil Miss Jones’ (RKO), light $900. 
Last week, ‘Sheriff Tombstone’ 
(Rep), ‘Girl, Gob’ (RKO), ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ (WB), triple split with 
‘Dangerous Game’ (U), ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th) and ‘Knights Range’ 








(Par), ‘Footsteps Dark’ (WB), ‘Nice 
Girl’ (U), mild $1,000. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Night Rio 
(20th) and ‘Adam Sons’ (Col) split 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), ‘La 
(U) and ‘Melody Three’ 
meagre $975. Last week, 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) split with 
‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), ‘Dark, 
Handsome’ (20th) and ‘District At- 
torney’ (Rep), fair $1,200. 


Abbott-Costello Top 
Hub with Terrif 226; 
Face’ 376 in Two Spots 


Boston, June 17. 

‘In the Navy’ is in the money at 
the Keith Memorial this week, with 
‘Woman’s Face’ crowding it at the 
Orpheum and State. Both look like 
holdovers. ‘Caught in the Draft’ is 
also staying over at the Metropoli- 
tan. ‘Devil Dogs’ and ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ are clicko combos for the 
Paramount and Fenway, respectively. 
‘Citizen, Kane’ closed a four-week 
roadshow stand Sunday (15). 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-28-44) 
—Hello Sucker’ (U) and ‘Missing 
Ten Days’ (Col), four days; and 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Model 
Wife’ (Mono) (both 2d run), three 
days, heading for tepid $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Saint’s 
Holiday’ (RKO), $4,800, way off. 

Fenway (M & P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55)—Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Affec- 
tionally Yours’ (WB), aiming at 
staunch $6,500. Last week, ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20th) (both continued from Met), 
$5,000, okay. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55 )—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Young 
Lady’ (20th), standing ’em up day 
and night, whamming towards 
$22,000, and holdover. Last week, 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U), slumped off to $13,500, fair. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 55-60- 
75-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (4th 
wk), closed with $7,000 tally. Cut 
prices hypoed somewhat but came 
too late. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) — ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par), (2d wk), slow- 
ing down to $13,000 gait. Initial week 
$17,500, okay. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Woman’s Face’ (MG) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). Doing 
standee nite biz and big matinee 
trade and heading for a terrific 
$20,000, and holdover. Last * week, 


with 
Zonga’ 
(RKO), 








‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G), holdover, $14,000, 
okay. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 


44-55 )—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Af- 
fectionally Yours’ (WB). Capacity 
weekend biz will boost it to $9,000, 
big. Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) 





and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) (both 
continued from Met), $7,200. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 )— 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA). Will hit around 
$17,000, socko. Last week, ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Rage Heaven’ 
(M-G) (holdover), dual, $10,000, 
good. 

- Translux (Translux) (900; .15-25- 
44)— ‘Larceny Street’ (Indie) and 
‘Jungle Love’ (Par) (reissue), skid- 
ding to pallid $2,000. Last week, 
‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Cat 
Canary’ (Par) (reissue), $3,000, 


RAIN HELPS PROV; ‘KID’ 
BIG $15,000, ‘BLOOD’ 96 


Providence, June 17. 

Biz plenty good hereabouts with 
consistently sloppy weather keeping 
motorists closer to home. ‘Blood and 
Sand’ at Majestic, ‘Billy the Kid’ at 
Loew’s State, and ‘One Night in Lis- 
bon’ at Strand, are all doing niftily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—In Navy’ (U) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th) (3d downtown wk). 
Shifted from Majestic and still doing 
a whale of a biz with $3,800 in the 
offing. Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) 
(reissue) and ‘Nurses Secret’ (WB), 








good $3,000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35)— 
‘Last Mile’ (Indie) and ‘Many 


Blondes’ (U). Cornering its steadier 
trade nicely and hitting for good 
$4,000. Last week ‘Singing Hill’ 
(Rep) and _ ‘Scattergood Pulls’ 
(RKO), neat $4,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th). Attracting more than 
the usual biz for nifty $9,000. Last 
week ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th) (2d wk), knockout 


$10,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA). Getting heavy play 
and looking to swell $15,000. Last 
week ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Peo- 
le Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk), grand 
11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Monster- 
Girl’ (Par). Paced at steady $7,000. 
Last week ‘Wings’ (Par) (2d wk), 
nifty $6,000. 


‘Lisbon’ $6,000 in Port.; 
‘Sunny’ 5G; H.O.’s Oke 


Portland, Ore., June 17. 

Two new shows doing good biz 
are ‘One Night in Lisbon’ at the 
big Paramount and ‘Sunny’ at 
Orpheum. Other major houses 
holding, with "Hamilton Woman’ at 
the Broadway, setting hot pace, 
after swell first week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d 
wk.), for nice $6,000. First week 
went over to swell $8,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)—‘Knew All An- 
swers (Col) and ‘Dare-«Not Love’ 
(Col) m.o. from Orpheum for a sec- 
ond week, okay $3,400. Last week, 
‘Great Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th) (2d wk.), after first 
at Orpheum, $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 





|‘Wagons Roll’ (WB). 





Philly Revives; ‘Baby -Bob Crosby 
In Chips, $23,000, Navy Powerful 1G 





(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
and ‘Power Dive’ (Par) opened well 
and looks like good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Knew All Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col), took robust 
$6,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Night Lisbon’ 
(Par) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) in 
line for satisfactory $6,000.- Last 
week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Shot 
Dark’ (WB), second stanza, an aver- 
age $4,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G) doing big 
$5,500 for second week. First week 
wowed ‘em for $6,200. 





‘Navy’ Going Great 
Guns in Buff., 156, 
‘Lisbon’ Meagre 96 


Buffalo, June 17. 

‘In the Navy’ is running great guns 
at the Lafayette with every indica- 
tion for a sizzling session duplicat- 
ing thirty-day run ‘Buck Privates,’ 
their other military comedy at this 
house. Bill Robinson at the Cen- 
tury is tapping out a nice gross but 
takings elsewhere are mild. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Get-Away’ 
(M-G). Ambling along for meagre 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) and ‘Wore Crutches’ (20th), 
fairish $10,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
Mild at around 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
(UA) and ‘Young Lady’ (20th), de- 
veloped better than zippy $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) and ‘Wore Crutches’ 
(20th) (2d run). Getting down to 
around $5,500. Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘M4gic Music’ (Par) (2d 
run), not startling, nearly $6,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—In Navy’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ (U). 
Look like slameroo coin _ getter, 
probably $15,000. Last week, ‘Knew 
Answers’ (Col) and ‘Great Swindle’ 
(Col), uneventful $6;500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
55 )—‘Scattergood trings’ (RKO) 
and Bill Robinson on stage. Fairly 
brisk going, probably $10,000. Last 





week (30-44), ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and 
‘Shot in Dark’ (RKO), ordinary 
$6,000. 





‘ANDY’ FOR HEISLER 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Stuart Heisler gets the director 
chore on “The Remarkable Andrew,’ 
life story of President Andrew Jack- 
son, at Paramount. 
Cast toppers are Brian Donlevy, 
William Holden and Ellen Drew. 





There isn’t anything wrong with 


the financial picture. 
have exhausted the supply of alibis. 


season’s best grossers. 


tions.’ 


heavy ballyhoo. 





boxoffice this week. After all the hue and cry of the 
past month that the picture business was destined to 
the bowwows, a few first-class features, packed with 
entertainment and released generally, have changed 
It may have been that exhibitors 


ered a wide territory and have ranged from too much 
cold weather to an abundance of hot weather, rain and 
draught, Joe Stalin, over-tired defense workers, duals 
and dishes, Hitler, the draft and outdoor competition. 

But the record, in greater detail on this and adjoin- 
ing pages, indicates a decided more optimistic outlook. 
Good business—and in some spots better than that—is 
being rung up by Universal’s ‘In the Navy,’ where 
Abbott and Costello are doing on the screen what they 
have done in the theatre and on the air for years; 
‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G), a new version of Arizona’s bad 
boy; ‘Sunny’ (RKO), starring Anna Neagle and re- 
viving nostalgic memories and melodies, and ‘One 
Night in Lisbon’ (Par), which is pleasing customers, 
despite tough newspaper criticisms. 
among the list of holdovers from earlier weeks’ re- 
leases is Joan Crawford’s ‘A Woman’s Face’ (M-G), 
which has been lifted into the upper bracket of the 


Theatres Stepping Up the Ballyhoo 


There is ample evidence that theatre operators have 
not been content to sit back and wait for ‘better condi- 
The Crawford opus is a case in point where 
exhibitors, somewhat dubious at the beginning of its 
runs, have discovered its strength to stand up behind 
The Paramount subsidiary in Detroit, 
United Theatres, discarded the routine layouts and ad- 








the nation’s film 


first runs. 


These have cov- 


previous 


Outstanding 


timore. 


ilton Woman’ 


NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


No Alibis Needed This Week—Abbott-Costello, Robert Taylor, 
Anna (‘Sunny’) Neagle and Carroll-MacMurray 


(‘Lisbon’) Plenty OK 


vance copy from home-offiee sources and struck out 
boldly with a line of advertisements built around 
‘Scarface’ Crawford. So successful was the campaign 
that it has been duplicated and sent broadcast to other 


Equally refreshing is the week’s dispatch from Min- 
neapolis, which gives the following as the reason for 
the extra business registered b 
‘They got back of this one st 
results are apparent.’ 


Hope-Crosby Look Brisk 


First reports on the new Crosby-Hope starrer, 
‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par), are sparse, but encourag- 
ing. Picture stayed two weeks at the Metropolitan, 
Boston, for $17,500 and $13,000; respectively, which is 
good, but not great. In Denver it touched a new house 
record, first week, at $14,500. 

Quick glimpse at ‘Navy’ indicates it will exceed the 
Abbott-Costello 
Cleveland, slick; Los Angeles, whammer $31,000 (two 
houses); Cincinnati, big $13,000; Providence, $3,800 in 
its 3d week; Philadelphia, giant $21,000; Baltimore (2d 
week), strong $9,000; New York, smash biz at the Cri- 
terion; Kansas City, 2d week; San Francisco, 3d week; 
Chicago, 2d week and $15,000, great; Buffalo, $15,000, 
sparkling, and Boston, terrific $22,000. 

‘Billy the Kid’ is strong in Cleveland, zippy in Lin- 
coln, smash in Omaha, swell in Kansas City, 3d good 
week in San Francisco, and leads the town in Bal- 


‘One Night in Lisbon’: 
ngly and the boxoffice 


‘Buck Privates.’ Recap: 


Rapidly disappearing from the key spots are ‘Blood 
and Sand’ (20th), which has shown surprising heft; 
‘Meet John Doe’ (WB), ‘Wings’ (Par) and “That Ham- 
(UA). 
several weeks ago, but has not held to its earlier pace. 


Last named looked a standout 








Philadelphia, June 17. 

Weekend rains proved a potent 
booster for the downtown cinema 
boxoffices. With showers stemming 
the exodus to the wide-open spaces 
and beaches, screen shows came into 
their own with a head-start that 
points to the best week since the 
slump set in. 

Earle is wondering if it’s really 
true. Bob Crosby’s ork, carrying the 
stage burden alone, with better-than- 
average screen support in ‘Million 
Dollar Baby,’ bringing in the best 
business since Jimmy Dorsey’s 
stretch more than a month ago. 

Backed up by a heavy bally, ‘In 
the Navy’ has the Stanley cage swim- 
ming in shekels. Apart from special 
sound truck and heralds aimed at 
the 35,000 civilian employes at the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard, all the 
yard’s biggies were house guests 
opening night. Opening as a double- 
header with Abbott and Costello 
making a personal appearance on the 
stage the second night. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA) (2d run). Hit- 
ting no packpot with $2,200, and a 
strike-out considering it had only a 
single week display on initial down- 
town run. ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) takes 
over for a second running today 
(Tues. ). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
“‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d _ wk). 
Dipped to $10,800 after a neat $16,500 
in first week. 

Earle (WB) (3,350; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) bringing 
in the chips with Bob Crosby orch 
sprucing up the stage and accounting 
for bulk of fat $23,000 in sight. Only 
three standard acts support. Last 
week, ‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) with 
Simone Simon and Tommy Tucker's 
tootlers on board, registered a so-so 
$17,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (2d wk). Its 
second stanza only $9,700, but not so 
bad. Teed off nicely enough with 
$15,200. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d run). 
Continues strong for its second run- 
ning with $5,000, highly satisfactory. 
Last week, ‘Great Commandment’ 
(20th) yanked out after playing to its 
own amazement for five days with 
the house letting it go with take a 
sad $2,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Wings’ (Par) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Held up nicely for six days in second 
session with $3,000, running on par 
with the first week’s $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—In Navy’ (U). Going like a fast 
cruiser and leads all other straight 
film houses with $21,000, nice money 
all the way considering the fact that 
the nabes are just beginning to cash 
in on the Abbott-Costello ‘Army’ 
farce. Big bally certainly helped. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d 
wk) dropped too many leagues 
under, coming up with only $9,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G). Kildare 
series continue to show strength, 
with healthy $4,800 on tap. Last 
week, ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) not 
even at yard-bird standards did this 
satisfy, thin $3,500. 


Bromfield Tolls ‘Bell’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Louis Bromfield, after days of 
huddles with B. G. DeSylva, was 
signed to write the screen treatment 
on ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ the 
Ernest Hemingway novel, for pro- 
duction at Paramount. 

Filming starts in October, 
Sam Wood directing. 


Par’s Coast Exec Huddle 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor 
and Russell Holman are due here 
Friday @0) for confabs at Para- 
mount with Y. Frank Freeman, 
Buddy DeSylva and Henry Ginsberg, 
studio execs, 

Stanton Griffis may come west 
early next week, 








with 








TRIGGER FINGER MANICURED 
* Hollywood, June 17. 

Robert Taylor tosses away his 
Billy-the-Kid artillery to take the 
male lead in the Metro picture, 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ with Joan 
Crawford and Greer Garson meeting 
the boy friend. 

Filming starts June 23, with Rob- 
ert Z. Leonard directing. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


1! 





Sophie Tucker Devil Dogs’ Smash 186 
In Frisco; Baby’ Mild $13,000; ‘Foo’ 116 





San Francisco, June 17. 
Golden Gate is grabbing off the 
cream with Sophie Tucker on the 


stage and reissue of ‘Devil Dogs of 
the Air’ on the screen, a heavy com- 
bination which has the manager 
rinning. 
° stuck exploitation on ‘Million Dol- 
lar Baby’ at the Fox, including teaser 
ads, radio tieups and a lucky-girl 
contest with trip to Hollywood, got 
the film off to only a mild start. 
‘Kane’ holding fairly well at Geary, 
with RKO being urged here to ex- 
tend the run beyond the four weeks. 

Other new entry is ‘Out of the 
Fog’ which is only average. Re- 
mainder are holdovers, or older. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). Plenty of 
exploitation behind this one, includ- 
ing a newspaper contest, but only 
$13,000 in sight. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Fourth week 
starts today, with biz still sufficently 
profitable to warrant holding fur- 
ther although RKO took house for 
only four weeks, Last (3d) week, 
picked up $6,000, okay.- 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (reissue) and 
Sophie Tucker on stage. Both draw- 
ing nicely for smash $18,000. Last 
(2d wk) week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and 
Ray Bolger, in person, fine $10,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘In Navy’ (U) (3d wk) and 
‘Timberland’ (U) (Ist wk). With a 
new second feature to bolster the 
Abbott-Costello comedy in its third 
week, show is being sold on a ‘see it 
again’ angle for satisfactory $6,000. 
Last (2d) week, with ‘Mr. Dynamite’ 
(U) as co-feature, okay $9,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
60)—‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) and 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) (2d wk). Prob- 
ably around $8,000, okay. First week, 
with aid of preview of ‘Caught in 
Draft,’ got $12,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Reach- 
ing Sun’ (Par) (moveover). Third 
week on street will net an average 
$5.000. Ditto last week, on move- 
over of ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘People-Kildare’ (M-G). 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (3d 
wk). This one generally disappoint- 
ing with only $6,000 in till. Last 
(2d) week, fairish $7,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB). Nothing much 
to sell so can’t expect more than 
average $11,000. Last (2d wk), ‘Billy 
Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par), a little better than hoped at 
$8,500. 


L’VILLE ONLY SO-SO 


‘Blood’ Fine $8,000; ‘Crazy’ $7,500— 
Others Holdovers, Second Runs 











Louisville, June 17. 

Biz is levelling off currently, after 
last week’s terrific turnout for Hor- 
ace Heidt’s band. Crop of pics is 
only so-so, with indifferent new 
product and reissues. Topper is Ri- 
alto’s ‘Blood and Sand’ with March 
of Time as running mate. Balance 
of town is lightweight. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) and ‘Wait For You’ (M-G). 
Shuttled here after fair week at 
State. Mildish $1,700. Last week, 
In Navy’ (U) and ‘Many Blondes’ 
(U) registered satisfactory $2,200, 
after moveover from Rialto. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
«—Lady Eve’ (Par) and ‘Topper Re- 
turns’ (UA). Pacing for medium 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th), good 
$1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col). Doing all right con- 
sidering that patrons were on spend- 
ing spree last week. Daylight saving 
time has brought a special ‘owl’ show 
Saturday night starting at 11:30, and 
pulling nicely. Indications are for 
Satisfactory $7,500. Last week, 

oman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait For 
You’ (M-G) in spite of terrific op- 
posish of Horace Heidt at Rialto, 
took fairish $7,000, and moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40)—‘Fog’ (WB). Looks pretty 
potent as single, and shaping up for 
okay $3,200 on eight days. Last 
week, ‘John Dee’ (WB) (return en- 
sagement) not too hefty at medium 
$2,800 in six days. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 
March of Time. Shaping up as po- 
tent b.o. fare and leadership of the 
town. Aiming at fine $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) and 
Horace Heidt orch. Smash hit, with 
orchestra making many friends. Had 
to stop selling tickets at several 





| Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_, | Se $1,500,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
i Fs akerce cane $1,424,600 


(Based on 26 cities, 171 theatres) 





Rain and Holdovers 
Help Mpls.; ‘Lisbon’ 
Fair $6,500; ‘Doe’ 436 








Minneapolis, June 17. 
Unseasonably cold and_ rainy 
weather is playing right into the 


theatres’ hands by driving people 
indoors. First bit of cheer to the 
trade for a long time but biz is still 
nothing to boast about. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) and ‘Pirate on 
Horseback’ (Par). Should reach 
good $1,600 in five days. ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mail Train’ (20th), open 
today (Tuesday). Last week, ‘Shot 
Dark’ (WB) and ‘Melody Three’ 

(RKO), fair $1,000 in six days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d run). Moved 
here from Orpheum for loop first- 
run extension. Well liked and hold- 
ing up nicely. Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Wings’ (Par) (2d wk.), $3,600. 
fair after slick $7,500 first week at 


State. 
Esquire (Berger) (290; 15-20)— 
‘Forbidden Adventure’ (Indie) (2d 


wk.). Jungle film’s sensational an- 
gles stressed. Mild $500 indicated. 
Last week, $700. Fair. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Wagons 
Roll’ (CWB). Bogart and Albert 
drawing well. Good $3,000 on eight 
days in_ prospect. Last week, 
‘Penalty’ (M-G), bad $1,800 in six 
days. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). Well 
received by critics and got strong 
advertising campaign, but will get 
only $3,800, bad. Last week, ‘John 
Doe’ (WB), big $9,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). MacMurray- 
Carroll combo okay. Looking toward 
fair $6,500 for eight days. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), very dis- 
appointing $4,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB). First nabe show- 
ing. Looks like good $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th), first nabe 
showing, okay $2,700. 

World (Par-Steffes) (28-39-44-55) 
—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d run). 
Moved here from State after un- 
satisfactory canto at that house. This 
is a better spot for picture, but it’s 


still having tough sledding. Light 
$1,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Model Wife’ (U), five days punk 
$800. 





‘Blood’ 16G in B’klyn, 
‘Wings’ Same 2d Week 


Brooklyn, June 17. 

RKO Albee with ‘Blood and Sand’ 
and ‘Melody for Three’ is getting the 
principal mazuma in the downtown 
sector this stanza. Fabian Para- 
mount’s second week with ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ and ‘Her First Beau’ will 
come through okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Melody for 
Three’ (RKO). Nifty $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Devil Jones’ (RKO) and 
‘Vanquero’ (20th), swell $15,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Louisiana’ (Rep). Fair $14,000. Last 


week, ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB), good 
$15,500. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 


‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Nice $15,000. Last week, swell $19,- 
000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘First Beau’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Attractive $16,000. 
Last week, first-rate $22,600. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Under Age’ (Col) and ‘Missing Ten 
Days’ (Indie). Quiet $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Flying Wild’ (Indie) and 
‘Knockout’ (WB), peaceful $4,000. 





shows, with standees the rule most of 
engagement. Proved local patrons 
will support live talent, and tallied 
gigantic $17,000 at regular prices. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (reissues). Old- 
ies still make good summer fare, but 
hardly in the money class. Will 
manage medium $2,800. Last week, 
‘Magic Music’ (Par) and ‘Mutiny 
Arctic’ (U) pulled some music lovers 
to register under par $2,500. 








INDPLS. PERKS UP 


Ted Lewis-‘Angels’ Big 11144G— 
‘Crazy’ $7,000; ‘Blood’ $7,500 








Indianapolis, June 17. 
In comparison with recent weeks, 
when theatre managers were tearing 


hair from their worried heads, cur- 
rent week looks like the end of the 
rainbow. Loew's 
‘Love Crazy’ and ‘Free and Easy’ for 
a second week. Circle is in the 
chips with ‘Blood and Sand’ dualled 
with ‘Beauty’s Sake. Ted Lewis 
orch on stage is boosting the Lyric 
into the upper brackets. 
Estimates for This Week 


Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), okay $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and 
Raped Point Widow’ (Par), fair 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (Col) (2d wk), okay $7,000. 
Last week, same bill in first stanza 
did nice $9,800. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)-- 
‘Angels Wings’ (Rep) and Ted Lewis 
orch, profitable $11,500. Last week, 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) and ‘Grand- 
father’s Follies’ on ‘stage, poor $7,000. 


Weather Okay But Pix 
NS.G. in Det.; ‘Flame’ 
$15,000; ‘Lisbon’ 136 


Detroit, June 17. 

Now narrowed down to _ four 
houses with the shuttering of the 
United Artists for summer, Detroit 
won't hit above average this week, 
despite new pictures. Weather is 
helping, but the product isn’t. 

Fox with ‘Flame of Orleans’ and 
‘Knew All the Answers’ will lead the 
town with biz slightly above seasonal 
level. Helping here is a $1,000 added 
hypo for dead Mondays through ‘Dr. 
I. Q.,.’ proving a sell-out on his six- 
week stand. Michigan can’t beef 
too loudly with an average take on 
‘Night in Lisbon’ and ‘Wagons Roll.’ 

‘Blood and Sand,’ which got two 
big weeks at the Fox, moves to the 
Adams, while Palms-State takes over 
‘Wings’ and ‘Honeymoon for Three,’ 
after two strong weeks at the Michi- 
gan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Blood Sand’ (20th) (3d wk) and 
‘Cowboy Blond’ (20th). 
former picture having kicked in $4u,- 
C00 in its two weeks at Fox, $6,500 is 
not bad. Last week, ‘King of Zom- 
bies’ (Mono) and 
(Mono), brisk $7,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Flame Orleans’ (U) and ‘Knew 
Answers’ (Col). Working toward 
o.k. $15,000, with ‘Dr. I. Q.’ on stage 
to help Mondays. Last week, ‘Blood 
Sand’ (20th) and ‘Naval Academy’ 
(Col) (2d wk), tucked splendid $15,- 
000 behind a terrific $25,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB). Has a chance 
to better a fair $13,000. Last week, 
‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘Honeymoon for 
Three’ (WB) (2d wk) garnered $12,- 
000 after a strong $19,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) (3d wk), 
Pair, shifted here after good weeks 
at Michigan, may get o.k. $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (3d 
wk) and ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
nice $8,000. 


‘NAVY’ HEFTY $13,000, 
‘SUNNY’ BIG 126, CINCY 


Cincinnati, June 17. 
Biz is on upbeat with ‘In the 
Navy,’ hefty at the Palace. In close 
pursuit is ‘Sunny’ at the Albee, 
while ‘Devil Dogs of Air’ is doing 
good b.o. for Keith’s fo: a reissue. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300: 
‘Sunny’ (RKO). Good $12,000. Last 
week, ‘John Doe’ (WB), nifty $12,- 
300. 
Capitel (RKO) 
‘John Doe’ (WB). 














(2,000; 33-40-50 )— 
Moveover from 


Albee for second week. Mild $3,500. | 


Ditto last week on ‘Wings’ (Par) 
(2d run). 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 


‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘First Romance’ | h Mpeg ME ge ok a 
| house record a nham, an 


(Mono), split with ‘Under Age’ (Col) 
and ‘King of Zombies’ (Mono). Nor- 
mal $1,800. Same last week for 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Swindle’ (Col), divided with ‘Cow- 
boy Blonde’ (20th) and ‘Knockout’ 


(WB). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th) (2d run), all right $4,200. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (reissue). Very 
good $5,500. Last week, ‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ (WB), slow $3,300. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Holding for 
second week on four-week move- 
over run. Strong $3,800. ~Last week 
(3d), swell $4,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600. 33-40-50)— 
In Navy’ {U). Hefty $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col), six 
days, limp $7,200. 





is holding over | 


With the} 


‘Invisible Ghost’! 


33-40-50 )— | 





Th Navy’ Sweeps L.A. with 3-Year 
High, $31,500 in Two Spots; ‘Kid 
Corrals Big 266, Fog Murky 136 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 11 theatres) 


Seattle Biz Better; 
‘Face’ Swell $7,800, | 
Holdovers Do Okay 


Seattle, June 17. 

Blue Mouse goes its checkered 
price-way with second-run films and 
scales this week, and not long ago 
it was roadshowing ‘Fantasia.’ B.O. 
generally shows a pickup after some 
dull weeks. Outside of the stage 
show at the Palomar plus ‘Gay Vag- 














abo..d,’ the town’s best bet is 
*Woman’s Face.’ 
Fifth Avenue helped it with a 


heavy campaign playing up the scar- 
face angle. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 21-35)—‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) 
and ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) (2d run), an- 
ticipated $1,700, slow. Last week 
(30-40-50), ‘Great Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$1,400, terrible. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 21-35)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Great Lie’ (WB) 
(2d run), great combo but only good 
$2,900 in sight. Last week, ‘Men of 
Boystown’ (M-G) and ‘Sleepers West’ 
(20th) (2d run), floppo $2,100. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
50)—'Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait For You’ (M-G), upped news- 
paper campaign helped to big $7,800. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) (2d wk), 
$5,500, good. 

Liberty (J-VH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col) (3d wk) for ‘Woman,’ 
going for good $4,500. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ nearly $5,200, big. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th) (3d wk), hot release 
from Fifth, expected to get $3,300, 
swell. Last week, ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) (3d wk), 
poor $1,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) and ‘Re- 


pent Leisure’. (RKO), poor $3,500. 
Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and 
‘Vaquero’ (20th) (2d wk), $4,100, 
good. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep) solo, plus 
Polack Bros. circus on stage, headed 
for great $7,000, with scale going to 
50c at night. Last week, ‘Lady 
Louisiana’ (Rep) and ‘Angels Broken 
Wings’ (Rep), plus stage show, $4,600, 


good. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-50) 
—Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Power 


Dive’ (Par) (2d wk), will get $3,200, 
fair for six days. Last week, same 
films, great $8.300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 30-40- 
50)—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Vaquero’ 
(20th) (3d wk) from Orpheum, head- 
ing for big $2,900. Last week, (21- 
35), ‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Scatter- 
good Bains’ (RKO) (2d run), $1,900, 
slow. 





Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | 


20)—‘Girl, Gob’ (RKO) and ‘So Ends 
Night’ (UA) (2d run) expected to 
hit okay $1,900. Last week, ‘Foot- 
steps Dark’ (WB) and ‘Miss Bishop’ 
(UA) (2d run), $2,100, good. 


DENVER BIZ ZOOMS 


‘Caught in Draft’ Sets New Record, 
$14,500 — ‘Hamilton’ 10G 
Denver, June 17. 
‘Caught in Draft’ is breaking the 





holds over. ‘Hamilton Woman’ at 
the Denver also is strong, with all 
biz on upbeat. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th), after a week at 
the Denver. Good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Great Broadcast,’ after a 
week at Denver, poor $3,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40) — 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Dead 
Men Tell’ (20th), after a week at the 


Paramount. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Washing- 
ton Melodrama’ (M-G), after two 


weeks at Orpheum, poor $2,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par). Swell 
$14,500, and is holding. Last week, 


‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) (3d wk), and 

‘Power Dive’ (Par), good $6,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 

‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 





Los Angeles, June 17. 

Establishing new highs for at least 
three years, RKO and Pantages, with 
‘In the Navy,’ Abbott-Costello-Powell 
comedy, is sweeping the town and 
will hit $31,500 on first week. RKO 
on Sunday piled up house to $4,300, 
a theatre record here with the ex- 
ception of ‘The Hunchback,’ on Sune 
day after Christmas three years ago, 

‘Billy the Kid’ is proving some- 
what of surprise, and should top 
$26,000 at the State and Chirese. 
‘Out of the Fog’ failed to emerge 
from the mist, and will be content 
with only mild $13,500 at the Warner 
Downtown and Hollywood. 

‘Fantasia’ showed unusual strength 
at the Carthay Circle in its 20th 
week, ard will come within a few 
dollars of $6,000, 

in contrast, Four Star with ‘Rage 
in Heaven, is weak but $3,500 in 
sight for second week. 

‘Citizen Kane’ is in the doldrums 
and folds after another week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10 - $1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(20th wk). Cartoon opus, after five- 
month run, continues to show some 
strength and may stick another 
couple of stanzas. Current week 
bringing a highly satisfactory $5,900, 
after last week’s big $6,100. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)— ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). Neat $10,700 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ 
(UA) and ‘People vs. Kildare’ (M-G), 
only fair $8,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,300; 30-44-55) 
—Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Argentina’ 
(RKO). Nothing to rave about, with 
$7,000 best in sight. Last week, 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and second week 
of ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB), sat- 
isfactory $7,300. 

El Capitan (RKO) (1,571; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Nearing end 
of short run and folds (25). Cur- 
rent week is dismal at $3,000, after 
last week’s $3,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44. 
55)—Rage Heaven’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Looks like sad $3,500 after first week 
held to so-so $4,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Argentina’ 
(RKO). Opened just a trifle ahead 
of its day-dater but take on week 
probably will be only fair $6.000, 
Last week, holdover of ‘Million Dol- 
lar Baby’ (WB) and reissue of ‘Devil 
Dogs’ (WB), mild $5,100. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Old Colorado’ (Par) (1st run) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) (2d run), with 
Jimmy Lunceford ork on stage. In- 
dications are for big $11,000. Last 
week, second runs, 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and “Tight Shoes’ (U). 
Hefty $14,500 on first stanza and 
holds. Last week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
and ‘First Beau’ (Col), okay $7,800, 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- 
75)—Night Lisbon’ (Par) (2d wk) 
and ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Par), with 
holdover stage show. May hit $12,- 
900, just fair. Last week, ‘Lisbon’ 
(Par) solo and Harry Owens’ Ha- 
Waiian show on stage, neat $18,000, 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)—In 
Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U), 
Steaming towards terrific $17,000, in- 
suring holdover. Last week, ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO) and ‘First Beau’ (Col), fair 
$6,700. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44. 
55-75 )—Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Scote 
land Yard’ (20th). Looks like big 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Kildare’ (M-G), dismal $9,800. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 
30-44-55)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (24 
wk) and ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) on move- 
over, fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Blood 
Sand’ (UA) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20th), okay $4,200. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
moveover of ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), will 
likely hit okay $5,000. Last week, 
‘Blood Sand’ (UA) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th), $5,700. 


$$ ee 


‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). Nice $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col). good $9000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Argentina’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Slipped way down, 
and only mild $6,000 looms. Last 
week, same pair fine $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40)— 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Man- 
Made Monster’ (U). Sturdy $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Topper Returns’ (UA) 
and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th), fine 
$7,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (873; 25-40) — ‘Great 
Broadcast’ (20th), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Voice in Night’ (Col). Good $2,000. 
Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB), after a 
week at the Denver and Aladdin, 
and ‘Redhead’ (Mono), fair $1,750. 
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12 VARIETY Wednesday, June 18, 1911 


LP 402 LONG NeMFB2 190 


20TH CENTURY FOX FILM CORPNE 
444 WEST 56 ST NEWYORK NY& 


"MOON OVER MIAMI" HAD GREATEST 
OPENING IN MIAMI AND LINCOLN 
THEATRES IN SUMMER HISTORY 
PLAYING AT NEW POLICY IN TWO 
THEATRES ONE IN MIAMI AND ONE 
IN MIAMLBEACH. BEAT ALL PREVIOUS 
OPENING RECORDS. BETTER THAN 
MARYLAND, LILLIAN RUSSELL, 
MARK OF ZORRO, RETURN OF FRANK 
JAMES, TIN PAN ALLEY. ALL GREATER 
MIAMI! PROUD OF PICTURE AND | 
THINK IT GREATEST MUSICAL 20TH 
CENTURY FOX HAS EVER MADE, 


KINDEST REGARDS= 
‘SIDNEY MEYER. 





SHOWMEN, NOTE! Big campaign included proclamation of “Moon Over Miami” Day in Greater Miami, joint resolution 
by the council of Miami Beach and city commissioners in Miami expressing appreciation for picture, 100 merchant 
windows specially decorated as further token of civic pride and gratitude! 7 
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Add: ‘Goodwill Boners 





Buenos Aires, June 17. 


Tactless wording of recent Metrotone newsreel, which plays right 
into the hands of the Axis propagandists in South America, has brought 


audible comment from audiences here. 


Commentator twice refers to 


countries south of the border as ‘Hispano America’ (Spanish America) 
instead of ‘America Latina’ (Latin America). 

Totalitarian ballyhoo has long stressed the Spanish-America idea in 
an effort to instill in the minds of Uncle Sam’s ‘good neighbors’ that 


their ties are closer to Spain than 


to the States. It’s pointed out that 


if U. S. newsreels cooperate in spreading the idea, they’re helping 
propagandists who would eventually squeeze out everything Yanqui. 


Blood Ties Just So Much Aqua Pura 
In Pic Relations With Spain, Argentine 
Holds in Citing Madrid Import Rebuffs 








—_————_——————— 


Buenos Aires, June 17. 


Spain’s avowed desire to corner a 
good-sized sector of the South Amer- 
ican film market—a yen which has 
been aided by Berlin propagandists 
who feel Franco’s boys will be able 
to do better than they’ve been able 
to because of ‘Latin blood ties’— 
seems headed for trouble, especially 
in Argentina, which represents the 
cream of the market. 

Strong opposish has been develop- 
ing here because of the rebuffs Ar- 
gentine producers have had in try- 
ing to get their product into Spain 
due to the Spanish industry’s desire 
to pep its own films. Other for- 
eign companies have likewise suf- 
fered. 

Before the civil war Argentine 
films got a good foothold in Spain, 
but since then few have been 
shipped over despite the fact that 
Argentina currently leads the world 
in quantity and quality of Spanish- 
language productions. 

Asociacion Productores Peliculas 
Argentinas (Argentine Picture Pro- 
ducers. Association), . headed by 
Lumiton’s Dr. Jose Guerrico, has 
had the issue under discussion and is 
lining up a program of governmental 
action. Casa Rosada—The ‘White 
House’ here is pink—has indicated it 
will follow through in line with the 
present policy of close exchange con- 
trol, which holds, in effect, that ‘if 
you don’t trade with Argentina, Ar- 
gentina won't trade with you.’ 

So-Called ‘Goodwill’ 

Local trade sheets headed by Cine 
Prensa have been pointing up the 
issue, explaining that formation of a 
National Spectacle Syndicate’ in 
Spain, which requires special author- 
ization for importation of all but 
Spanish-language films, is a ‘good- 
will’ gesture toward Argentina with- 
out goodwill action. 

Agents for Madrid-producing out- 
fits have been quietly sizing up S.A. 
film market for the past few months 
at the instance of General Franco’s 
Falangist Party, trying to see what 
can be done with picts intended to 
show that Spain and the New World 
are ‘spiritually and culturally re- 
lated,’ and that close ties are ‘based 
on more than language but on re- 
ligion and a common literature, art, 
and heritage.’ 

Number of Spanish films here has 
recently increased. The Argentine 
market with 1,208 houses—more than 
a fifth of those in the rest of Latin- 
America put together—constitutes 
the most important potential market 
for Spain. Argentina, in turn, has 
long had its eye on Spain’s 23,000,000 
population and fact that the country 
can absorb between 400 and 500 
films a year while not even hoping 
to produce more than 50 or 60. Ar- 
gentina makes almost 100 full-length 
features annually, 75% of which get 
a play outside the country. 

No Argentine producer maintains 
offices in Spain but a plan whereby 
the APPA might work some sort of 
joint distrib setup is under consider- 
ation. 





Ben Cohen Cables Loew’s 
He’s Safe in So. Africa 


Given up for lost a week ago, 
when only 13 survivors of the tor- 
poed S.S. Robin Moor were reported 
saved by a Brazilian boat crew, Ben 
M. Cohen, Metro theatre manager, 
and his wife, bound for Durban, 
South’ "Afficd, were reported well 
and safe in Capetown, aecotding: to 
a cable received yesteflay (Tues- 
day) directly from Cohen. As soon 
as wireless reports reached N. Y. 
Monday (16) afternoon that 35 addi- 
tional survivors of the torpedoed 
boat had reached Capetown on ‘a 
British vessel, Arthur M. Loew, 
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Daylight Saving Hits 
Pic Grosses in Havana 


Havane, June 10. 

Picture grosses for this week were 
more or less in keeping with the 
summer season. Daylight saving, 
which went into effect June 1, has 
hit b.o. by about 20%. However, a 
couple of repeats, and two Latin 
pictures have done exceptionally 
well. Approximate grosses follow: 

Fausto, ‘Escape’ (M-G) (repeat for 
six days), $1,900, okay. 

Encanto, ‘Gallant Sons’ and ‘Dulcy,’ 
$1,500, good for dual. 

Radio-Cine, ‘Back Street’ and ‘Give 
Us Wings’ (U), $1,700, getting by. 

America, ‘Night in Tropics’ and 
‘Dark Streets of Cairo’ (U), $2,200, 
fair for a double feature. 

Nacional, ‘Novio para las Mucha- 


chas’ (‘Girls’ Boy Friend’) (Mex- 
ican), $1,600, n.s.h. 
Payret, ‘La Vuelta del Chano 


Negro’ (‘Return of the Bard’) (Ar- 
gentine), $1,900, good enough. 


MAXWELL DEAL 
AWAITS ANGLO 
RULING 





While several American film com- 
panies (Warners was mentioned 
most recently) have been named as 
dickering for the shares of the late 
John Maxwell in Associated British, 
only a complete about-face by the 
British Board of Trade would make 
possible approval of any such deal, 
according to picture officials in New 
York. 

Because it is extremely dubious 
if any U. S. picture company would 
use any funds excepting those pres- 
ently frozen in Great Britain, such 
a deal for control of the A. B. cir- 
cuit, composed of some 400 thea- 
tres, would have to be approved by 
the British Board of Trade. Terms 
of the frozen coin pact which U. S. 
major companies have with Britain 
state definitely that use of frozen 
funds to acquire or invest in Brit- 
ish theatres must be given B. of T. 
approval. Such has not been forth- 
coming .to date. 

WB’s Bid 
London, June 17. 

Of the five bids for the late John 
Maxwell holdings in Associated Brit- 

ish Picture Corp. most likely to be 
considered, the one by Warners, 
| $6.000.000. is said to be tops. 

Understood that in order to satisfy 
possible British government 
vention, Warner’s would pay at least 
half in American dollars. Max 





clippered to 
it’s 


Britain, already has 
U. S. to consummate the deal, 
stated here. 


Metro’s foreign chief, cabled directly 
to Cohen. 

Cohen cabled back that he and 
his wife had been 13 days at sea 
after the boat was torpedoed by a 
U-boat in the mid-Atlantic, May 21, 
and that subsequently they had been 
14 days on a freighter. But added 
both were okay. 

Cohen, who had bee:. brought in 
for future assignment after serving 
as Metro theatre manager at Cal- 
cutta, was bound for Durban, where 
he is to manage the Metro house 
there. He formerly was a Loew’s 
domestic theatre manager, mostly in 
the New England territory. 





inter- | 


Milder, Warner managing director in | 


‘Philly Story’ Film Sets 
$50,000 B. A. Record 


Buenos Aires, June 10. 

Holdovers in three downtown 
houses held b.o.’s down for the 
week ending May 31, with the Gran 
Rex continuing to top everything in 
sight with ‘Philadelphia Story,’ rec- 
ord breaker for the house. 

Following are estimates, given in 
pesos which are currently at 4.20 to 
the U. S. dollar. 

Ambassador (Lauteret and 
Cavalo). ‘Strawberry Blonde (WB), 
second week, $8,500, good. Esti- 
mated $12,500 first week. 

Ideal (Lococo). ‘Back Street’ (U), 
$12,500, good, First week, $26,000, 
excellent, 

Normandie (Lococo). ‘I Was An 
Adventuress’ (20th), $9,500, poor. 

Opera (Lococo). ‘That Uncertain 
Feeling’ (U), $21,000, good. 

Suipacha (Lococo). ‘Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO), five days, $6,500, poor. 

Gran Rex (Lauteret and Cavalo. 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G), $25,000, 
good. First week estimated $50,000, 
new house record. 

Broadway (Lauteret and Cavalo). 
‘Escape’ (M-G), 2d run, $15,000, 
good. 


‘Met in Argentina’ Gets 
B.A. Once-Over to Avoid 
Wrangle on Authenticity 


Buenos Aires, June 17. 

Municipal Inspeccion de Espectulos 
here has notified RKO manager Ben 
Y. Cammack to make no arrange- 
ments for showing of ‘They Met in 
Argentina’ until pic has been once- 
overed. Unusual action in issuing 
order even before print arrived in 
this country apparently due to desire 
of authorities to prevent recurrence 
of recent incidents following show- 
ing of Hollywood-made films with 
Argentine backgrounds. 

It’s believed municipality also 
based its action on an Associated 
Press story from New York in which 
the Herald-Tribune was quoted as 
saying it was not surprising Argen- 
tines were insulted by films such as 
this. 


‘TRUE’ PIC OF ARGENTINA 


First Series of Items Designed to 
‘Educate’ Yanks 




















Buenos Aires, June 17, 

First series of pics to be made in 
South America, especially for U.S. 
consumption, are now en route to the 
States, where attempts will be made 
to have them shown in first-run 
| houses ‘to give a true picture of Ar- 
| gentina.’ 

Series was prepared by newsreel 
company ‘Sucesos Argentinos’, 


Diplomatic Rupture Brings Ban 
By Hungary of British Pictures; 


Int'l Situation 





Hake Winding Up H.O. 
Huddles, Back to Antips 


Clay Hake, 20th-Fox manager in 
Australia, is expected to wind up his 
huddles at the home office within 
the next 10 days and start back to 
Sydney. 

W. J. Hutchinson, 20th’s foreign 
sales chief, had expressed a desire to 
make the Australian trip, but Hake’s 
jaunt to N. Y. presumably eliminates 
any such immediate necessity. 


AFFIRM BELIEF 
IN PAN-AMER. 
SUCCESS’ 





With growing conviction among 
film company foreign chieftains that 
the U.S. picture industry is straining 
too hard in promoting the Pan- 
American goodwill spirit via numer- 
ous Latin-America theme vehicles, 
and that the good-neighbor policy 
can be fostered more effectively by 
concentration on typical American 
boxoffice product, foreign sales man- 
agers and the official representative 
of Jock Whitney, head of the film 
division promoting hemispheric soli- 
darity, appraised newest develop- 
ments on the Pan-American front 
last Thursday at the Hays office 
confab. 

Consensus of opinion at the ses- 
sion was that real strides are being 
taken to solidify the good-neighbor 
program. Two developments were 
pointed to as indicating this: 


las Fairbanks, Jr., is doing even a 
better job as goodwill ambassador 
touring the Latin-Americas than 
was hoped for. 

2). American film companies are 
given more leeway in Argentina as 
a resuit of lifting the ban on import 
quotas there, with a trade treaty 
foreshadowed between U.S. and Ar- 
gentina as a result of this friendly 
gesture. (Restrictions on imports of 
nearly every type were lifted by the 
Argentine order). 


Courant H’wood Bound 


Court Courant, ace European 
cameraman, arrived in New York 
last week after a circuitous three- 
month journey from the south of 
France. 








week, 








French-Spanish Breach Seen at End 








U.S. OK Depends on 


1). Unanimous reports that Doug- | 


He will leave for Hollywood next | 





By E. P. JACOBI 


Budapest, May 19. 


In consequence of rupture of dip- 
lomatic relations between Great Brit- 
ain and Hungary, Minister of In- 
terior has declared ban on all motion 
pictures of British extraction. 

Measure is more or less theoretical, 
since hardly any British pictures 
were released here during the past 
season and no new prints could be 
expected to arrive under present 
circumstances. Except possible re- 
vivals of pictures released during 
past seasons, ban chiefly strikes at 
Korda’s ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ which 
opens here with unprecedented suc- 
cess and was in its third week at the 
Forum theatre when performances 
were stopped. Reason given was 
that some sequences of ‘Thief’ hav- 
ing been shot in Great Britain, it 
comes under the heading of British 
films and as such is subject to the 
ban. 

26 U. S. Pix for ’41-42 


Release of American pictures al- 
ready imported and passed by the 
censors has been permitted. This 
leaves 26 American features to be 
released in the coming season. 
Whether any further imports will be 
authorized and liquidation of cur- 
rency granted for their payment de- 
pends on political developments. 

Fifty-four American features shown 
here during the past 10 months 
(from August, 1940, to May, 1941) 
have made the current season per- 
haps the most successful, from the 
American viewpoint, since the ad- 
vent of talkers. Smash hit was 
| ‘Rebecca,’ with a turnover of $50,000, 
biggest for an imported picture since 
| ‘Snow White’. Average turnover of 
American -features in Hungary is 
approximately $10.000. ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ ‘Rains Came,’ ‘Notre 
| Dame,’ ‘Blue Bird’ and ‘Real Glory’ 
were close behind ‘Rebecca.’ 

Distributors and branches of 
American companies still operating 
in this country are completely in the 
dark as to future development of im- 
port situation. If American imports 
cease, only about 50 or 60 deluxers 
and second-run theatres in Budapest 
and big cities will be strongly af- 
fected. Other theatres, the majority 
of which, in the provinces, only play 
on Saturdays and Sundays, depend 
largely on local product. 

32 Nazi Pix Released 

During the same August-to-May 
period, only 32 German pictures 
were released in Hungary, consider- 
ably fewer than in previous years. 
Outstanding among them was the 
success of the anti-semitic ‘Jude 
Suess.’ Not a big noney-maker, 
| since it was distributed to exhibitors 
at a specially low price ‘Suess’ was 
certainly the picture seen by the 
greatest number of persons in Hung- 
ary in the course of the current sea- 
son. 

Fourteen French features shown 
| during the same period did well in 
| Budapest, but did not count for much 














e . - im the small towns. Of six Italian 
pictures released, only ‘Alcazar’ was 
By Film Production-Distrib Accord 2s: 
The 37 Hungarian features re- 
a leased to date show decided techni- 
cal improvement ‘Seve Danko,’ 
Madrid, May 17. ;Spaniard Luis Salbiche are the | romantic biog of famous gypsy mu- 
The first break in the cloud-ridden | guiding lights of the Mediterranea,| sician, was tops with %60,000 turn- 
skies of Franco-Spanish relations is with former collaborating in direc- | over. ‘Yes or No,’ ‘The Ghost Walks,” 
the announcement of the formation | tion and production, and Salbiche as | ‘Closed Trial’ and ‘Lakeside Vision’ 
|} of two new film outfits for produc- | technical director. Martin Abizanda, | all reached $50,000. 
tion of two-version pictures and dis- | collaborator for mag Semana and ee 
| tribution of French films in Spain | Spanish press censor, has been 
| The first, under the name of Com- | named publicity and literary director. | ARCHIBALD CARR T0 
|pania Mediterranea, was recently Three two-versioned pix have been | ? 


formed with headquarters in Barce- 
|lona. Most of the capital is French 
and Spanish, although there is a wad 
of Italian money in the deal. The 
other is a close-working agreement 
between the Casa Hispano Films and 
the Frenchman, Maurice Calamy, 
who is presently in Madrid putting 
the final touches to the deal. 

The object of both outfits is to pro- 
duce two-version picts here and to 
import and distribute French pic- 
tures for Spanish consumption. 
Mediterranea will also export films 
from Spain with South America as 
the main objective and to this end 
will attempt to bring some of 
France’s leading actors to collaborate 
in the two-versioned picts produced 
here. Just what effect the new film 
decree will have on this new attempt 
at Franco-Spanish pict collaboration 
remains to be seen. 





and 
* 


Frenchman Andre Hugon 





skedded for this season. 

Plans have already been made for 
the importation of 10 French picts. 

The Hispano-Calamy deal calls for 
production of three two-version films 
per year in Spain. The first pict will 
be ‘Cancion del Guadalquivir,’ with 
French director Maurice de Canonge 
directing. Feelers have been let out 
for Maurice Chevalier for top role. 
It will go on the lot Sept. 1. Story 
is by Joseph Peyre, who is a Gon- 
court prize winner. Cameraman is 
Hans Sehibar. Spanish supervisors 
are Joaquin Goyanes and Antonio de 
Obregon, 

That Spanish collaboration with 
other countries has been fruitful and 
given much work to Spanish actors 
and technicians is proved by fairly 
large number of two-version picts | 
produced in Italy, Germany and Por- 
tugal since Franco’s forces. took | 
Madrid. 


CROSS CLIPPER PATHS 


| United Artists co-chieftains in 
| England will probably cross each 
other’s path in mid-Atlantic this 
week. George Archibald, in United 
States for about three weeks, Clip- 
pers out, while Teddy Carr, now in 
Lisbon, boards the westbound flying 
boat to come to N. Y. 

Purpose of their visits is to huddle 
with foreign chief Walter Gould and 
other home office execs. 





B. A. Award to Arata 
Buenos Aires, June 17. 
Buenos Aires Municipal Theatre 
prize, offered for the best and most 
consistant national repertoire, has 
been awarded Luis Arata at the 
Paris. 
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Leo’s an old hand at competing 
with the hot weather and the dis- 
tractions of vacation-time. As in 
previous years he’s got a sure-fire 
policy: BIG ATTRACTIONS! And as in 
previous years it’s the lucky M-G-M 
showmen who have the shows to 
beat the good old summer-time! 















Tonight they’ll want a gay show 
like Powell and Loy in “Love Crazy.” 


*And I’m treating the whole 


After the game there’s a 


family to ‘Life Begins for Andy big thrill ahead: BobT aylor 
3 Hardy.’ Judy Garland’s back in the Technicolor “Billy 
with Mickey and the gang!” The Kid.” 


The perfect end of 
on a happy day! An 
uproarious comedy 
with gals and song! 
Marx Bros. and 
Tony Martinin“The 

Big Store.” 





“Hey mister! Take me to 
see Clark Gable and 
Rosalind Russell tonight 
in‘They Metin Bombay’.” 








“After this we'll go to 
that new Wally Beery 
picture ‘Barnacle Bill’.” 


“Remember! You prom- 
ised to take me to 
‘Ringside Maisie.’ We 
had such fun at the last 
Ann Sothern picture!” 


FRIENDLY in the Summer too! 
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U.S. Filmers Want 
‘41-42 Pix a 


Although the consent decree does 
not apply to Canada, distributors 
signatory to it are giving serious 
thought to selling the 1940-41 film 
to Dominion accounts on the same 
basis as it will be sold in the States 


except that buying in packages of 
five or the full line may to some ex- 
tent be optional with the exhibitors. 

Of the big five, Warner Bros. is 
taking the lead and, after several 
weeks of study and consultation, is 
reported having virtually decided on 
marketing its films above the border 
the same as below it, although for it 
as well as other distributors more 
flexibility would of necessity have 
to prevail. 

Canadian accounts could be forced 
to buy in groups-of-five or make 
deals for pictures singly where 
distribs offered them that way but 
they could not demand screenings 
as will be mandatory under the de- 
cree in the United States. While 
distribs might permit full-line buy- 
ing, in the event decree-selling is 
not placed into effect on a 100% 
basis, this would entail some con- 
fusion since under the decree pic- 
tures are to be sold as they come 
along and it might now be difficult 
to lay out a year’s contract at proper 
allocations. 

Uniform .Contract 


In any event it is unlikely that the 
consenting distribs are going to 
make it any more difficult for Ca- 
nadian buyers to contract for film 
than they can help, but pointed 
out that if Canada is sold like the 
States it will be then under one form 
of contract, and distribution ma- 
chinery could be kept uniform. Since 
screenings are to be held in this 
country on all film, it may be that 
distribs will make a concession in 
that direction for Canadian  ac- 
counts in return for asking them to 
buy under the contracts that will be 
in force in the domestic market. 

Canada has always been hooked to 
American sales under supervision 
from New York, with division man- 
agers at home office over the local 
selling forces on the other side of the 
border. In most cases the territory 
of eastern division managers has 
also included all of Canada, while 
in others div managers have had 
the east and south as well as Canada 
under their wings. All distribs have 
district sales heads in Canada. Com- 
panies have six exchanges in Canada, 
including those outside of the decree 
which are continuing to sell en bloc 
the same as they are on this side of 
the line. 


RKO’S FIRST QUARTER 
NET UP; NOW $643,926 


Net profit of Radio-Keith-Orph- 
eum Corp. rose more than $108,000 
in the first 13 weeks this year as 
compared with corresponding period 
last year, according to the statement 
issued last Wednesday (11) by Gar- 
rett Van Wagner, assistant treasurer. 
Net, after all charges, for the initial 
1941 quarter ending April 5, totalled 
$643,926 as compared with $535,088 
in similar 13 weeks of 1940. 

Report reveals that provision for 
dividends accrued during the period 
on preferred shares of a subsid (ob- 
viously Keith-Albee-Orpheum) in 
hands of public was reduced about 
$1,250 to $73,993 in the first quarter. 
Profit before depreciation, income 
taxes and the above listed provision 
for subsid preferred stock dividends, 
amounted to $1,265,933 as against $1,- 
148,402 in the first 13 weeks last year. 


RKO ANNUAL EARNINGS 1930-41 


Net profit, except as noted. 











| Se eee gg $3,385,628 
re t + 5,660,771 
Se Ste Pl or oy Ronee t 7 10,695,503 
BUOO ao Meiek x Pitas take t + 4,384,064 
Sees ae eerere ee 2 Y 310,575 
| i ae t 684,733 
SA oe: ¢ 2,485,911 
ee ae eames t 1,821,166 
Ms Seca cance de oe t 18,605 
i eee Or a 186,495 
SRE a lee, enn t 695,416 
First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$535,088 +$314,269 $95,367 +$379,230 
(1941 by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 


Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$643,926 


t Deficit 
t Before provision for subsidiary 
corporation preferred dividend. 


Canada to Buy 


la Consent Decree 





| Some More of ‘Sez You’ 


Hollywood, June 17. 

RKO is arranging three more serv- 
ice comedies for the Victor McLag- 
len-Edmund Lowe team, currently 
signed for ‘The Marines Are Ready.’ 

Studio is dickering with 20th-Fox 
to clear titles to the characters of 
Sergeant Quirk and Captain Flagg, 
which clicked in ‘What Price Glory’ 
back in 1926. 


WB 6-Month 
Net Profit Up 
To $2,782,544 


Warner Bros. net operating profit 
was more than $1,264,000 higher in 
the first six months of the company’s 
current fiscal year than in the cor- 
responding period a year ago, ac- 
cording to the financial report made 
this week. Corporation’s net, after 
all charges including normal Fed-. 
eral income taxes, totalled $2,782,544 
'as compared with $1,518,497 in cor- 
| responding 26 weeks in the previous 
| fiscal year. 


| Remarkably strong showing was 
| made despite the deduction of $414,- 
| 000 additional provision for contin- 
gencies. This hiked the reserve in 
respect of net assets of subsids op- 
erating in foreign territories to 

750,000. 

Warner Bros. net is equivalent to 

70c on 3,701,090 shares of common 
outstanding, after allowance for cur- 
rent preferred dividends. 
owed $33.68 on each preferred share 
on March 1. 
net profit at $6,381,844 before charges 
for amortization and depreciation of 
properties plus normal Federal in- 
come ___—ittaxes, Warners’ deducted 
$996,000 as provision for these Fed- 
eral taxes, but estimated that no 
excess profits tax was due in the six 
months period. 
' After eliminating inter-company 
transactions, the corporation’s gross 
income was $51,009,860 as compared 
with $50,728,842 in the 26 weeks end- 
ing Feb. 24, 1940. 

Warner Bros. earned surplus as of 
March 1 last was $7,199,708 as com- 
pared with $4,445,330 in August, 
1940, close of the previous fiscal year. 
Report shows the company paid out 
$95,881 as a preferred dividend last 
March 1. Corporation's cash in U. S. 
on that date amounted to $10,932,279 
as against $7,445,285 on Aug. 31, 
| 1940. 

WB ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1930-41 
Net profit, except as noted: 
(*) deficit 














Corporation placed its | 





Company | 
| tickets for 
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Big Seat Sale 


Los Angeles, June 17. 
Largest single theatre seat sale 
of record was consummated by 
Fox-West Coast with National 
Theatre Supply for 50,000 chairs. 
Deai covers around $500,000 
with buy averaging $8 per seat. 











Stanley-WB Uncover 
Shrewd Gyp at Newark 


House; Operator Held 





Newark, June 17. 

Harry A. Kridel, for a number of 
years operator of the Mayfair thea- 
tre here, has pleaded guilty to con- 
spiring to defraud the Stanley Thea- 
tre Co. of America and Warner Bros. 
and was sent to the Essex County 
jail in default of $25,000 bail. Au- 
thorities estimate that close to $500,- 
000 was involved in the defrauding. 

Kridel was charged with padding 
his payroll and selling thousands of 
bogus ducats, thereby preventing 
Warner Bros. from receiving its per- 
centage of receipts. Kridel ran the 





| 


| 
| 


Mayfair for Stanley-Warners, receiv- | er 
|ers expressed the opinion that the 


ing 25% of the receipts, the corpora- 
tions getting the remainder. 

Stanley Theatre Co. supplied the 
rolls of tickets, checking receipts 
via the cancelled ticket numbers. 
Check by detectives from Essex 
county prosecutor’s office revealed 
that Kridal had his own ticket rolls 
printed and was selling these along 
with the authentic coupons. 
the gross figures which Kridel gave 
the Warners coincided with the ticket 
numbers he showed in his daily re- 
ports. What they did not reveal was 
that additional ducats were being 
sold, and the money retained by 
Kridel as his own velvet. 

Only the fact that a porter (he was 
a numbers addict) in-the theatre is 
purported to have noted the wrong 
sequence in numbers dropped in the 
ticket chopper’s box tipped authori- 
ties to the stunt. The detectives 
found no extra tickets at the theatre, 
but uncovered ducats in the refuse 
near his home. There were 40,000 
the Mayfair, which had 
not been furnished the two corpora- 
tions, in a box the detectives located. 

Additionally, Richard Carton, man- 
ager of the house; his wife, a book- 
keeper, an usher and the cashier also 
were arrested on similar charges and 
held in $25,000 bail each. 


CANADA NIXES ODEON 
ON THEATRE BUILDING 


Regina, June 17. 

Because of its wartime policy, the 
government refused application by 
Odeon (Mid-Western) Ltd. to build 
two houses in Edmonton. Alberta. 
One would have cost $300.000 and 
the other $75,000. Proposed Odeon 
house at Moose Jaw, Sask., well 
other Odeon houses in western 
Canada are expected to be affected 
by the ban, also. 

Interviewed in Edmonton, J. J. 
Fitzgibbons, newly elected president 
of Famous Players-Canadian Corp., 
expressed approval of the govern- 
ment’s decision to restrict in wartime 
the building of theatres in order to 
conserve materials and manpower 
for the country’s war effort. 








as 


as 











W’wood Camp Show. 











Continued from page 2 2a 


Dick Powell, Joan Blondell, 
Carole Landis, Virginia O’Brien, 
Franklyn D’Amore, Navy Blues Sex- 
tette and Nat Young’s orchestra 


| Mark Sandrich directed proceedings, 


Ps es oreanaeean Deed $7,074,621 
ee 7,918,605 
eae *14.095,054 
errr Te * 6,291,748 
Se ee eee na * 2,530,514 
ee eee eer 674,159 
EO titan whet h aes 3,177,313 
eee ee 5,876,183 
ee 1,929,721 
Bertier wt ee oe, me 1,740,908 |, 
1940 ee ee 2,747,472 
1940 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$642,129 $376,368 $932.216 $796,759 

(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 

Quarter Quarter Quarter 


Quarter 


$1,276,316 $1,506,228 


Eugene Levy’s Hostelry 


Eugene Levy, a partner of Para- 
mount’s in the operation of several 
Newburgh, N. Y., theatres, is build- 
ing a hotel in that town that will 
cost approximately $250,000. It will 
have 91 rooms, of modern construc- 
tion, including a cocktail lounge to 
accommodate 400 people. 

Hotel, to be called the Newburgh, 
will be built.on the site of the old 
Plaza. 


SCULLY JR. MEGGERS’ PREZ 
Hollywood, June 17. 
; Junior Screen Directors have 
| voted William Scully into the presi- 
dency of their organization. 
Other officers are James Starkey, 
| vice-president; Virgil Hart, secre- 
tary, and Edward Mull, treasurer. 








with Bill Morrow aiding on the 
script. Whole affair was held under 
ithe auspices of the Motion Picture 
Committee for Talent and Camp 





Recreation. 


Aim is to produce two such shows 


monthly, but even if enough top 
names can be Grafted, the problem of 
financing the junkets is yet un- 
solved. 


Strong turnout, comprising 22,000 
of the 35,000 men in maneuvers, gave 
the visitors a great reception at 
Camp Hunter Liggett, while 15,000 
of 22,000 were present at the per- 
formance at Fort Ord. Soldiers at 


the former camp were weary from 
| tiring field work when they came 
into the amphitheatre, but they 


cheered the arrival of the star con- 
tingent. 


son, one of U. S. army’s ablest pub- 
lic relations officers, now stationed 
at Hunter Liggett, said the show 
constituted the highest possible type 
of public service which could be ren- 
dered in the national emergency. 


Thus, | 
| take was made 





| Allied organization’s blessing or ap- 


| 
| 





more 
| than other situations, the first deci- 


Minn. Exhibs’ Fears for Product 


~ Next Season Not Assuaged by Nat'l 


Allied’s Chief Counsel; What to Do? 


a 


Minneapolis, June 17. 
Still unable to buy any product 
from leading major companies as the 
selling ban for the state goes into 


its ninth week, in consequence of 
the passage of the Minnesota anti- 
consent law requiring distributors to 
sell their entife season’s product, 
instead of in groups .of five under 
the decree, independent exhibitors 
here had their worries aggravated by 
Abram F. Myers, national Allied 
States’ general counsel. The result 
is that some of the weaker-kneed 
boys are ‘sorry’ about the whole af- 
fair and in a near panic, fearful that 
they won’t have sufficient satisfac- | 
tory product to keep their theatres 
open next fall and winter. 

At an informal conference with 
Northwest Allied leaders here, My- | 





Minnesota law is _ unconstitutional 
and that there is a distinct possi- | 
bility that the major companies may 
continue to refuse to sell in Min- 
nesota while it’s on the statute | 
books. His views were not at all 
reassuring to the local bunch, some 
of whom previously had been voic- 
ing the opinion that ‘maybe a mis- 
in obtaining the 
law’s enactment and that, perhaps, 
we should have given the consent 
decree at least a trial.’ 

In pushing the law through the 
state legislature, Northwest Allied | 
did not have the parent national ; 





Ist Appeals Bd - 
Ruling Decided — 
Against Chi Indie 


| who 


Although it sets a precedent that | 
clearly pertains to Chicago : 
sion of the Appeals Board of the 
American Arbitration Assn. in >| 


| Ken, Chicago, case refused to specify 


a run, Complaint was brought for |! 
clearance but obviously it also hoped 
for a change in run. It was found that 


‘there is no ‘some run’ problem in- 


volved, since the distributors 
are providing the _ indie 
house with a run. 

The Ken, a seventh run, was one 
of the first to file a complaint when 
arbitration machinery was set up. It 
filed under clearance but in argu- 
ment of the case before the local 
board strove to obtain a _ specific 
sixth run rather than the seventh 
now enjoyed under film contracts. 
An interpretation under the decree is 
that while some run may now be 
granted, the arbitraters cannot 
specify the run at least not until | 
after Sept. 1 when the decree be- | 
comes effective on the 1941-42 film. | 

In holding that there is no clear- | 
ance to abolish in the case of the 
Chicago theatre, the three members 
of the Appeals Board point out that 
under the Chicago release system 
clearance is given only from the con- 
clusion of the loop first run through 
the third pre-release week. There- 
after, it is added, the successive 
weeks of general release follow each 
other without any clearance interval 

In other words if the arbitrator 
were to reduce the Ken from a 
seventh to a sixth run, it would then 
be day-and-dating with the opposi- 
tion Shakespeare and Pix theatres, 
owners. of which intervened to pro- 
test the complaint. These latter 
houses are now sixth run. 

In their lengthy decision, the Ap- 
peals Board members wrote as fol- | 
lows, in part: 

‘Run and clearance alike are 
measures of time; otherwise they are | 
clearly distinguishable. Run is play- 
ing time, clearance is waiting time. 
Clearance presupposes runs. But 
run and priority in playing time may 
exist without clearance. The decree 


sued | 
Chicago | 


| expressly recognizes that clearance, 
Major General Charles P. Thomp- | 


reasonable in time and area, is es- 
sential in the distribution and exhi- 
bition of motion pictures. But the | 
extent to which it is used is optional, 
not compulsory’. 

The Chicago case named Para- 
mount, RKO and 20th-Fox, 


|a common 
| can’t understand here why it takes 


| confusion 


| 20th-Fox 


isn’t doing anything to relieve lo- 
calites’ present troubles. This lack 
of sympathy from national Allied 
States and the fact that the present 
and prospective fight must be car- 
ried on alone also have caused some 
disgruntlement in Northwest Allied 
ranks. 
Modus Operandi 

Myers expressed the belief that 
the major distributors’ first step 
would be to go before the N. Y. fed- 
eral court and ask to be exempted 
from the consent decree selling pro- 
visions in Minnesota. He predicted 
that this exemption would be re- 
fused. 

Then the distributors will start a 
suit in the Minnesota «ourts to test 
the law’s constitutionality and will 
seek a temporary injunction to re- 
strain its enforcement until the va- 
lidity finally is determined,-in My- 
ers’ opinion, If this injunction isn’t 
issued, the companies would be un- 
able to sell in Minnesota because 
such sales would involve violation 
of the consent decree terms, Myers 
said. In such a case, of course, ex- 
hibitors would be ‘up against it’ for 
pictures. 

The distributors’ delay in making, 
any move also disturbs many of the 
Minnesota independents. It had 
been expected that the companies 
would take steps sooner to break the 
selling deadlock and bring matters 
to a head. The apparent indiffer- 
ence in New York regarding sales in 


| the state is responsible for additional 


worry. 


Inasmuch as the state legislature 


| doesn’t convene again for two years, 
| the present law couldn’t be repealed 


until 1945 at the earliest. 

Several Northwest Allied leaders, 
took the lead in getting the 
law through the legislature, still 
profess to be undisturbed. hey’re 
offering to make wagers that they’ll 
have their product deals made ‘as 
soon, or sooner, this year than they 
were made a year ago.’ The com- 
panies will find a way to sell in Min- 


| nesota, they insist. 


It’s known here that counsel for 
the major companies concerned have 
had their heads together to agree on 
course of action. They 


them so long to make their decision. 
Metro Not Assuring 

Bennie Berger, vner of one of 
the largest indepe it circuits in 
the state, one uf the Northwest Al- 
lied members who were opposed to 
the law, conferred in New York with 
W. F. Rogers, Metro sales manager, 
regarding the local situation. The 
report brought back by him was that 
the distributors are loath to make an 
exception in the case of Minnesota 
and establish a precedent even 
though some way can be figured out 
to sell in the state. They’re fearful 
if they do this that various laws will 
be passed in many other states ne- 
cessitating the setting up of nu- 
merous different selling systems, 
resulting in great expense and»much 
for the industry, Rogers 
told Berger 

S. P. Halpern, local theatrical at- 


torney, has suggested that, in order 
to force a showdown, a Twin City 
exhibitor file a complaint with the 
arbitration board, asking for some 
run of the major product not being 
old now He points out that if the 
dist r defended h refusal to 
f on the conflict between the f 
eral decree and the state law, the 
case could be appealed to the courts 
or a final adjudication. 

ita Amus. Co. (Paramount) 


M nné 
1as little to worry about because it 
has franchises with Metro, Par and 
and these long-term con- 
tracts must be liquidated. It also 
can obtain Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists’ pictures because 
those companies, non-signers of the 
decree, are selling under the state 
law. It would be shut out only from 
Warners as things presently stand. 
Twin City independent 25c runs, 
for most part, have sufficient 
1940-41 product to carry them into 


the 


next October, it’s said, while the 
majority of 20c independent situa- 
tions can function until Decembef. 


Exhibitors, who have been doing 
considerable spot booking, such as 
Bennie Berger, are the most hurt, 
Even now many Twin City inde- 
pendents, who didn’t buy all the 
1940-41 products, are unable to book 
satisfactory Sunday ‘attractions. For 
their Sunday dates these last named 
hitherto had depended principally 
on spot bookings. 















—— i Selec 
a one eee SRR 


16 


FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 18, 1941 





MOON OVER MIAMI 


(Technicolor) 
(MUSICAL) 

Hollywood, June 14. 
@th Century Fox release of Harry Joe 
Brown production. Features Don Ameche, 
Betty Grable, Robert Cummings. 


by Walter Lang. Screenplay by Vincent 
Lawrenc nd Brown Holmes; adanted by 
George Seaton and Lynn Starling, from 
play by Stephen Powys; camera, Peverell 
Marley, Leon Shamroy, Allen M. Davey; 
editor, Walter Thompson; songs, Leo 
Robin, Ralph Rainger; dances, Hermes 
Pan Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, 
June 13, '41. Running time, 92 MINS, 
, 7 ee neeesbes Den Ameche 
Kay Latimer....... eeesavsreee Betty Grable 
Jeffrey Bolton...........- Robert Cummings 
Sugan Latimer........ Charlotte Greenwood 
( § er ee Jack Haley 
merbare Tatinser...cscacscess Carole Landis 
Connie Fentress........ Cobina Wright, Jr. 
TT SO re Lynne Roberts 
Be, BR es cncecosdevsce «Robert Conway 
Wiens. Boltoti...sscccesessé George Lessey 
f Condos Bros, 
ee tJack Cole & Co. 
err earn se Robert Greig 
EDS c o6 dws dn bb 0 cs Obenes Minor Watson 
Pe ee co hokebese ees Fortunio Bonanova 
I oP Be ge te George Humbert 
Postman..........++++...-spencer Charters 
IE EMREOR co ceccces sosetecees Mel Ruick 


‘Moon Over Miami’ is a musical 
version of ‘Three Blind Mice,’ which 
20th-Fox turned out only three years 
ago with Loretta Young, Joel Mc- 
Crea and David Niven. Despite 
brief interval ybetween the original 
and remake, latter is embellished 
with a light, gay and tuneful spirit 
that will get it across for good sum- 
mer biz as topline attraction. 


New version switches locales of 
‘Three Blind Mice,’ with major por- 
tion of action centered in Miami, 
with Technicolored display of the 
resort a press-agented vacation para- 
dise of swank hotels, beached bath- 
ing beauties, shimmering palms and 
lolling millionaires. According to 
the picture, any good-looking, car- 
hop in a drive-in has a chance to 
snag a coin-abundant husband in 
Miami if she can put up a front for 
the required length of time. 


Betty Grable, Carole Landis and 
their aunt, Charlotte Greenwood, 
workers in a Texas hopstool drive- 
in, utilize a nominal inheritance to 
snag a rich husband in Miami, with 
Miss Grable as the bait. Two suitors 
are quickly unearthed—Don Ameche 
and Robert Cummings. But when the 
fortune-hunter falls in love with the 
former, she finds he’s bereft of coin, 
and then becomes engaged to Cums 
mings. But there’s the proper 
straightening out at the finish. with 
Miss Landis grabbing the rich boy 
and the Ameche-Grable pair decid- 
ing to go along from scratch. 


There’s more action, music and 
comedy in ‘Moon Over Miami’ than 
its recent prototypes, with result be- 
ing satisfactory entertainment on the 
light and fluffy side. Production in- 
vestiture is elaborate, with no less 
than three parties staged to work in 
the song-and-dance numbers and 
specialties. There’s also some fast 
acrobatic antics by outboard speed- 
boats for a most novel episode, and 
a trip in the underwater diving bell. 

Picture is liberally spotted with 
eight songs by Leo Robin and Ralph 
Rainger, assigned to Cummings, 
Ameche, Miss Grable, Jack Haley 
and Charlotte Greenwood. Theme 
tune, ‘Miami,’ gets extensive plug- 
ging, and can be utilized to good ad- 
vantage by the Miami Chamber of 
Commerce. . ‘You Started Something’ 
and ‘Loveliness and Love’ have good 
chance for pop attention. 

Miss Grable delivers two dance 
specialties, as do the Condos Bros 
Latter pair handle some fast tapping 
for maximum audience attention. 
Charlotte Greenwood and Jack Haley 
are effectively teamed for major 
comedy assignments, and former’s 
Letty leg gyrations are still good 
enough for applause. 

Topliners in the cast work hard 
and effectively at every turn. So- 


cialite Cobina Wright, Jr., displays 
oise and screen ability in a bit part. 

alter Lang accentuates every op- 
portunity for levity and humor in 
the fluffy tale, and pilots it along at 
Picture takes full 
advantage of excellent Technicolor 


a consistent pace. 


hotography to focus attention on the 
lorida exteriors and lavish sets. 
, Walt. 


THE BIG STORE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, June 13. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Louis 
K. Sidney production. Stars Marx Bros., 
Tony Martin; features Virginia Grey, Mar- 


garet Dumont, Douglass Dumbrille. Di 
rected by Charles Riesner. Screenplay by 
Sid Kuller, Hal Fimberg and Ray Golden; 
original by Nat “Perrin; camera, Charles 
Lawton; editor, Conrad A, Nervig; music. 
Georgie Stoll; dances, Arthur Appell; 


gongs, Hal Borne, Sid Kuller, Ray Golden, 
Hal Fimberg, Ben Cakland; Artie Shaw, 
Milton Drake. Previewed at Academy, 
June 12, ’41. Running time, 84 MINS. 


Wolf J. Flywheel...¢........Groucho Marx 
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Six Hits and a Miss 





A large department store serves as 
background for this latest display of 
familiar Marxian comedy, which, ac- 
cording to their own statements, 


Directed | 


combo. Picture will get by where 
the Marx Bros. still retain profitable 
followings, but shapes up as a moder- 
ate comedy where dull stretches 
overshadow the several socko laugh 
sequences during a bumpy unfold- 
ing. Pic’s best chance is in the 
family circuit for average biz. 


Marx Bros. repeat their familiar 
antics without much variation from 
previous appearances. Groucho is 
the talkative and stoop-shouldered 
|eomic lothario; Chico the Italian 
|character, providing his regulation 
| finger maneuvers on the piano; and 
| Harpo is the silent one. who does a 
}turn on the harp. 


Picture is loosely. frameworked, 
with numerous episodes that can be 
tabbed as unrelated to the story line 
as blackouts. There are three songs 
—two of them production’ numbers 
with moderate results, but over- 
length in each instance. Groucho 
|} assembles the department store staff 
to lead ‘Sing While You Work,’ a 
melange of singing, dancing and 
kaleidoscope sets, in which Virginia 
O’Brien clicks with “a brief but 
effective song appearance. ‘“Tene- 
ment Symphony’ is_ elaborately 
staged but fails to impress. Best 
tune for pop attention is ‘If It’s You,’ 
sung by Tony Martin. 

Groucho gets a job as bodyguard- 
detective for Martin, co-owner of the 
store, when manager Douglass Dum- 
brille tries to get Martin out of the 
way. The freres Marx then proceed 
to romp t.urough the store in their 
usual slaphappy manner, taking ad- 
vantage of the numerous props avail- 
able for comedy purposes. There’s 
the usual chase through the aisles at 
the finish which catches plenty of 
laughs with its speedy display of 
= Sennettian knockabout slap- 
stick. 


Martin is okay in the straight role, 
delivering his vocal assignments 
satisfactorily. Others in support in- 
clude Margaret Dumont, who con- 
tinues as femme foil for Groucho’s 
amorous approaches, Virginia Grey, 
Henry Armetta and Dumbrille. 

Direction by Charles Riesner takes 
advantage of every opportunity for 
basic slapstick—the broader’ the 
better. Harp solo by Harpo, staged 
between mirrors to obtain unusual 
effects both musically and comedi- 
cally, is most original, Walt. 


The Shepherd of the Hills 


Hollywood, June 15. 


release of Jack Moss pro- 








Paramount 


duction, Stars John Wayne, Betty Field, 
Harry Carey. Directed by Henry Hath- 
away. Screenplay by Grover Jones and 


Stuart Anthony, based on novel by Har- 
old Bell Wright; camera, Charles Lang, 
Jr., and W. Howard Greene; editor, Ells- 


worth Hoagland; Asst. director, Dink Tem- 
pleton. Previewed in studio projection 
room June 14, ’41. Running time, 98 
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Harold Bell Wright’s early novel, 
reputed to have sold more than 
1,000,000 copies, undergoes some 
| major revisions in this—its third— 
| film version. Not too strong in 
| marquee strength, picture will have 
|to take fullest advantage of Wright’s 
rep and the Technicolor photog- 
| faphy to get it by for profitable biz 
jin the regular runs as billtopper. 
| Picture delineates characters and 
|conditions in the Ozark back coun- 





| try, and proceeds to leisur-ly unfold 
|}a tale of backwoods drama disclosing 
| Americana hillbilly life that is both 
interesting and unexciting in turn. 
| Paramount claims this is an answer 
| to exhibitor requests for a successor 
to the first outdoor Technicolor fea- 
ture, ‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine.’ 
|If that is the case, theatres must 
| justify their request by giving this 
|}some extensive exploitation to make 
|it profitable for all concerned. 
Story opens with the Ozarkian 
| folk pursuing their course of moon- 
| shine ‘stilling and drinking, with the 
revenuers a continual menace. Harry 
Carey moves into the community, 
|}intent on buying a plot of ground, 
specifically Moaning Meadows, 
| which seems to have been cursed 
|since the death of John Wayne's 
| mother. Carey is friendly and in- 
| tent on gaining the confidence of 
the neighbors, despite Wayne’s oath 
|to seek out and kill his father, who 
deserted the family many years be- 
fore. But when the time comes, 
Carey is disclosed as the disappear- 
ing father, who had been in prison 
for years for killing a man and did 
not know of his family’s predica- 
ment. By .that time there’s a re- 
union—and Wayne easily snatches 
Betty Field for a happy fadeout. 
Picture is studded with excellent 
performances from top to bottom. 
Carey dominates the tale as the 
prodigal returning to make amends 
for his long absence. Betty Field’s 
interpretation of the mountaineer 
girl who befriends Carey and is in 
love with Wayne is a_ standout. 
Wayne handles himself with excep- 
tional abjlity as the young Ozarkian. 
Marc Lawrence, as the mute sim- 
pleton, gives one of the most out- 
standing support performances seen 








marks the final film appearance of 
Groucho, Chico and Harpo as 4 


for months. It’s a radical departure 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th). 
Good, light, tuneful and gaysome 
musical will give OK account of 
itself as billtopper. 

‘The Big Store’ (M-G). Marx 
Brcs. comedy moderately funny. 

‘The Shepherd of the Hills’ 
(Par). Harold Bell Wright's tale 
retold in moderately entertaining 
character study.* 


‘The Get-Away’ (M-G). Fast 
action melodrama of G-Men vs. 
gangsters. Good dual support. 

‘The Saint’s Vacation’ (RKO 
British). Mediocre meller, an- 
other in the series from Leslie 
Charteris’ stories. 


‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). 
Mild farce on board a Chicago- 
New York train; for lower-duals. 

‘South of Panama’ (PRC). In- 
ferior spy meller, with a flimsy 
topical angle, for spotty lower- 
deck dualling. 

‘Silver Stallion’ (Mono). Con- 
fused western with a weak end- 
ing. 

‘Emergency Landing’ (PRC). 
Dim chances at the action wick- 
ets looms here. Names are 
short, story likewise. 

‘Saddlemates’ (Rep). Only 
moderate b.o. expectancy des- 
pite marquee voltage of Three 
Mesquiteers. Stock western. 

‘Mr. Washington Goes to Town’ 
(Indie). All-colored cast in 
laughable farce well suited for 
theatres with Negro patronage. 

‘Girls Orchestra’ (Argentine). 
Despite unbelievable situations, 
this Spanish-languager has 
enough to get by. 

‘By the Light of a Star’ (Ar- 
gentine). Melodrama with music 
that looks okay for the Latin 
trade. 

‘That Certain Something’ (Aius- 
tralian). N.G. all the way. 

‘Texas Marshal’ (PRC). Tim 
McCoy again rides herd on west- 
ern crooks. Nice supporting pic. 

‘Cyclone on _ Horseback’ 
(RKO). Tim Holt starrer is an 
OK westerner. 











for Lawrence,’ who has previously 
been tyvned by producers in gang- 
ster pictures. James Barton (Jeeter 
Lester of legit ‘Tobacco’ Road’), 
Beulah Bondi, Marjorie Main, Ward 
Bond, John Qualen, Samuel S. Hinds, 
Fuzzy Knight, Olin Howland and 
others in support add much to the 
mountaineer atmosphere of the pic- 
ture with general high standard of 
performances. 

Henry Hathaway ’s direction 
catches the authenticity of the Ozark 
characters and country, and does a 
good piloting job despite the neces- 
sary slowness of the _ unfolding. 
Technicolor photography is a major 
asset in display of the numerous 
exteriors of the mountain sasac ot A 

alt. 


THE GET-AWAY 


Hollywood, June 11. 





Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of J. Wal- 
ter Ruben production. Features Robert 
Sterling, Charles Winninger, Donna Reed, 
Henry O'Neill, Dan Dailey, Jr. Directed 
by Edward Buzzell. Screenplay by Wells 
Root and W. R. Burnett; story by Ruben 
and Root; camera, Sidney Wagner; editor, 
James E, Newcom., Previewed in studio 
projection room, June 10, ‘41. Running 
time, 88 MINS, 
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The extent to which Federal 





| G-Men plan to smash gangster mobs, 
| is re-told here in a fast moving melo- 
| drama that carries plenty of sock for 
|the action addicts. ‘The Get-Away’ 
| is a close remake of ‘Public Hero No. 
; 1,’ which Metro turned out in 1935, 
and is good for a retelling—although 
dated in view of FBI current activi- 
ties directed at fifth columnists and 
defense industry sabotage. Picture is 
a moderate budget B programmer, 
and good meller action for the sup- 
port brackets, despite unwieldy run- 
ning time of 88 minutes. 


Story opens inside a prison, where 
Robert Sterling is a recalcitrant first 
offender tossed in a cell with danger- 
ous gangster, Dan Dailey, Jr. Sterling 
engineers a prison break for the 
pair, whole idea being a cleverly 
concocted plot by the FBI to round 
up other members of Dailey’s mob 
on the outside—with Sterling a 
secret operative to obtain identity of 
the gang. But Dailey’s sister, Donna 
Reed, turns up for a romance with 
Sterling—and latter is discredited by 
his chief before the Dailey gang is 
annihilated in a pitched battle with 
the Feds, 


Charles Winninger provides plenty 
of attention with a strong portrayal 
of the perpetually drunk doctor who 
cares for the casualities in the gang, 





role originally handled by Lionel 





| plications 





Barrymore. Sterling makes cinematic 
progress as the young Fed who 
undertakes the dangerous mission; 
while Donna Reed displays poise, 
ability and personality in her first 
film appearance. Dailey provides 
plenty of toughness as the’ gang 
leader. 


Edward Buzzell injects plenty of 
suspense and excitement in the fast- 
moving tale of the G-Men oo 

alt. 


The Saint’s Vacation 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


RKO release of William Sistrom produc- 
tion. Features Hugh Sinclair, Sally Gray, 
Cecil Parker, Leueen McGrath, Arthur 
Macrae, Gordon McLeod. Directed by Les- 
lie Fenton. Screenplay, Leslie Charteris 
and Jeffrey Del, from novel, ‘Getaway,’ by 


Charteris; camera, Bernard Knowles; edi- 
tors, Al Barnes and R. Kemplin; music, 
Bretton Byrd. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
June 12, ‘41, single. Running time, 61 
MINS. 
nn ONE... .cc 0 to 0s 00s Hugh Sinclair 
MEATY TANSGOR....ccccccocscsecsamee Gray 
Monty Hayward.....c.ccccred Arthur Macrae 
PGRN ci cc cc ccudecesegevesses Cecil Parker 
ME 60 suse 6<eeesesague Leueen McGrath 
Inspector Teal.......ceeeeee Gordon McLecd 
Gregory..... eee John Warwick 
cS Fer OTT vere Serre Ivor Barnard 
Marko..... Sheen seed éeenss4 Manning Whiley 
RIAD ci. 0 60.000 0:0906806ees oer Felix Aylmer 
One supposes that after six 
screenplays of hunting criminals 


RKO would actually give Simon 
Templar a vacation. However, Les- 


lie Charteris’ notable fictional char- 
acter, played by Hugh Sinclair, has 
been given a respite only for the 
film’s titular purposes. ‘The Saint's 
Vacation,’ an RKO British quota pro- 
duction, with an all-English cast, is 
a minor entry for the duals, and the 
lower half at that. 


There’s a hint of international 
politics in this flimsy yarn of Tem- 
plar and his comedic sidekick, Monty 
Hayward (Arthur Macrae), outwit- 
ting a group of foreign criminals 
whose identity is—you’ve guessed 
it! The leader’s name is one Ru- 
dolph Hauser. 


The film is actually a hide-and- 
seeker, with a little metal musical 
box, supposedly the key to a secret 
code, forming the focal point of the 
intrigue that disrupts the vacation 
plans of the criminologist in Swit- 
zerland. 


Sinclair is clicko as Templar, while 
Macrae’s coemney material is some- 
what questionabie. Sally Gray lends 
plenty s.a., but shows little thesping 
ability. Cecil Parker, Leueen Mc- 
Grath and Gordon McLeod are 
others notable in the creditable sup- 
porting cast. Leslie Fenton’s direc- 
tion has kept the pace brisk. 

Naka. 


BROADWAY LIMITED 


United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction. Features Victor McLaglen, Den- 
nis O’Keefe, Marjorie Woodworth, Patsy 
Kelly, Zasu Pitts. Directed by Gordon 
Douglas. Original screenplay, tian 
James; camera, Henry Sharp; musical di- 
rector, Marvin Hatley; editor, Bert Jordan. 







At Globe, N. Y., June 14, ’41, Running 
time, 75 MINS, 

I RE ee ee Victor McLaglen 

MC iedasawseesseess Marjorie Woodworth 

Dr. Harvey North... .ceccces Dennis O'Keefe 

ce EET er ree eececes Patsy Kelly 

bangs Zasu Pitts 

° --Leonid Kinskey 

Feebss o689:06% 66 EROS -.. George E. Stone 

SOTTTCerTrTeT errr rr Gay Ellen Dakin 

es-.-Charles Wilson 

WETTTVITT? TT Tree John Sheehan 

{Edger Edwards 

DRRSO TLOUDCTS. ccc ccacdces i Eric Alden 

Bartender.............+..+-Sam McDaniels 


Mildly funny Class B farce, the 
final of four full-length features Hal 
Roach produced for United Artists 
release, should serve as lower-decker 
for duals. It’s strictly filler in first 
runs, but will get by in the neighbor- 
hoods. Incidentally, it’s the washup 
for Roach’s full-length features, as 
he’s set to make comedy featurettes 
henceforth. 


‘Broadway Limited’ title pretty 


much indicates the story, a string of | 


frenzied situations on board the 
crack Chicago-to-New York express 
train. Yarn deals with a trio of 
Hollywoodites—actress, producer and 
femme secretary—on their way to 
make an impressive arrival in Man- 
hattan. As a publicity stunt, they ac- 
quire a -baby for the actress. 
stem largely from the 
subsequent belief that the infant has 
been kidnapped. Film maintains a 
lively pace, but is too obviously con- 
trived. 

Chief cast interest is Marjorie 
Woodworth, who’s been given in- 
tensive publicity buildup as a Jean 
Harlow successor. Girl has a certain 
facial resemblance to Harlow, but 
otherwise the comparison is un- 
fortunate. She’s something of a 
looker and, at least with the reveal- 
ing duds she wears in this picture, 
has a figger. But she’s an inexperi- 
enced comedienne—or, in simpler 
words, she’s just inexperienced. 

Victor McLaglen, Patsy Kelly and 
Zasu Pitts give their characteristic 
performances as locomotive engi- 





neer, sardonic secretary and ro- 
mantic clubwoman, respectively, 
while Leonid Kinskey, as the 


Russian producer, is reminiscent of 
Mischa Auer. Dennis O’Keefe is ac- 
ceptable in an innocuous juvenile 
part.. Direction is speedy and the 
production passable. Incidentally, 
some of the camera shots during the 
trip appear to be authentic glimpses 
along the Pennsy’s Chicago-New 
York route. Flobe 


Com- | 





SOUTH OF PANAMA. 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of T. 
H. Richmond production. George’ R, 
Batcheller in charge of production; asso- 
clate producér, Melville Shyer. Stars 
Roger Pryor; features Virginia Vale, Lionel 
Royee. Directed by Jean Yarborough. 
Original story and screenplay, Ben Roberts 
and Sidney Sheldon; camera, Mack Steng- 
ler: music, Alberto Columbo; editor, Guy 
Thayer, Jr. At New York theatre, N. Y 







June 5, ‘41; dual, Running time: 64 
MINS. 

Mike Lawrence........- e+ee+.- Roger Pryor 
Fam MaTIR. oo ccccccceecseses Virginia Vale 
Ee rere errr. TT Lionel Royce 
ee POTEET CLE onseee --.-Lucien Prival 
Police Chief.......cseccess Duncan Renaldo 
i. - ct ws'e bop ede s 60964069 0060205 Lester Dorr 
WIHIRON. .cccccccccccccce enseses Jack Ingram 
Paul... ..»»-Hugh Beaumont 
TAO. cccosccceccecs -++»Warren Jackson 
To. ee Dpihhenehvhgieedsated Sam McDaniel 


As an action-meller with a pseudo- 
topical twist, ‘South of Panama’ is 
Class D material, for lower-billing 
in the duals if the top feature is a 
sure bull’s-eye—otherwise, no dice. 
It’s palpably implausible as drama 
and only acceptable as unintentional 
comedy. Roger Pryor’s radio name 
(via the Gulf-Screen Guild program) 
may help, but otherwis~ it has noth- 
ing for the marquee. 

Yarn is another rehash ahot for- 
eign spies trying to swipe U. S. avia- 
tion plans—this time a formula for 
invisible paint. There’s one sequence 
that drags in the topical national 
defense angle by showing forma- 
tions of bombing planes in flight, 
but that is only momentary and has 
the remotest connection with the 
story. Otherwise, there’s merely 
the old stuff about mistaken identity 
sinister villains, stalwart heroes and 
a tremulous heroine, plus the in- 
evitable auto chase at the end. Oc- 
casionally it’s laughably trite, but 
otherwise merely tiresome. 

Pryor is personable and direct as 
the hero, which is as much as any- 
one could ask under the circum- 
stances. Virginia Vale, as a U. S. 
girl and, in a black wig and phony 
accent, masquerading as a_Latin- 
American, is a prettv, thouch inex- 
perienced, actress. Others are rou- 
tine. Nothing much to say about 
the direction and production. Hobe. 


SILVER STALLION 


Monogram release of Edward Finney pro- 





duction, Features David Sharpe, Chief 
Thundercloud, LeRoy Mason. Directed by 
Edward Finney. Screenplay, Robert Em- 
mett; camera, Marcel A. LePicard; editor, 
Fred Bain, At Central, N. Y., June 16, 
'41; dual, Running time: 60 MINS, 

Davey .cesrsccescccvccsoscoes David Sharpe 
BR onc 40 668065640005 005058000808 Janet Waldo 
PMOOD. . 4 iced se 0veseysssosres LeRoy Mason 
Freshwater. ....sseee+e+. Chief Thundercloud 
TYONCO..ceccceccsescsocs Thornton FEdwards 
BeOMSOR. ccccececccecceesoseocne Walter Long 
DA. cctccbeadevedenseeebesengers Fred Hoose 
Silver StalHon.......csecceceeesees Thunder 
Black Stalifon........sccesecses Black Jack 
Captain Boots....... Boots, the Police Dog 


Story to this western meller is so 
confused that it may have been a 
merging of two different scripts. Re- 
sult is a muddled picture with a 
tepid finale. There are a few lively 
sequences, but most of it is unneces- 
sarily puerile and tame. Not likely 
to satisfy even the hoss opery ad- 
dicts. 

Film takes its title from silver nag 
(it’s really white) that fights off 
such perils as other stallions, wild 
dogs, poisonous snakes, etc., to pro- 
tect its mate and their foal, both 
also white. Couple of the stallion 
battles are fairly interesting, but 
otherwise the entire plot thread is 
extraneous. Rest of the picture deals 
with horse-stealing, revenge, Tro- 
mance and so on—all pretty ele- 
mental and not very convincing. 

Characters, situations and dialog 
might have been swiped (or a gift) 
from the funny papers. Even so, 
there’s little excuse for David 
Sharpe as the yearning hoss-thief 
who goes soft at the end, the overly 
youthfulness of Janet Waldo as the 
ingenue, or some of the Keystone 
Cops’ antics of the others. Hobe. 


EMERGENCY LANDING 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of Jed 


Buell production. Stars Forrest Tucker, 
Carol Hughes, Evelyn Brent. Directed by 
William Beaudine; original screenplay, 
Martin Mooney; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; 
sound, Buddy Meyers; editor, Robert Cran- 
dall Reviewed in projection room, Lin- 
coln, Neb. Running time, 67 MINS. 

SOSET vccercccvccverssseseoeses Forrest Tucker 
MONS 66:4.0:9400.0900.00660068068 Carol Hughes 
PN és escksezceesoesenn ..Evelyn Brent 
PE PPT eres Perr te Emmett Vogan 
CMDS. oc c0ss00eeceuees William Halligan 
a EE Pre Tee Sere Cr George Sherwood 
Pa attgid soneaeteceeew Joaquin Edwards 
SEP  c00c cb ccscccvicesceasts eee Olney 
I's 44.6054 0 00n 50200544008 000 ee eee 
PP rerrrer rr rr Jack Lescoulle 


COIONE]. .cccccccccdccovccscveosece Paul Scott 


With no more to offer an exhib in 
the way of a marquee trimming than 
a masculine name linked in a few 
Hollywood columns with some of 
the lesser known femmes, Forrest 
Tucker is hardly material for en- 
thusiasm. Film has small chance. 

Tucker is a test pilot and crony 
of a desert airline flyer, Emmet Vo- 
gan, who has a_ radio-controlled 
plane he wants backed. Tucker 


fronts for him, gets him a test, and 
ee result is a failure 


cap by a 
ne cr te Mboth go 
to aii to k back*on the 
mistakes, and in that hiding comes a 
temperamental heiress, whose high- 
handedness also becomes a major as- 
signment of the two men. 
Carol Hughes and Evelyn Brent 
overshadow the men in both name 
and performance, although neither 


(Continued on page 18) 
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sets any records. Miss Hughes is 
fone multi-moneyed deb, and Miss 
Brent is her aunt and companion 
during her escapades. For an indie 
outfit of action entertainment pur- 
pose, William Beaudine, the director, 
made the most of the s.a. possibili- 
ties at hand. Miss Brent takes a 
makeshift shower, and Miss Hughes 
warms up the screen in shorts and 
sweaters. Most action spots could 
better merchandise this product by 
forgetting the official billing and top- 
ping with the girls. 

Story circles the affairs of factory 


| timing on his dialog and never fails | 


and family of pudgy William Halli- , 


gan, an airplane-building tycoon. 
His home life is upset by a self- 
willed daughter, and his plant has to 


contend with enemy agents and test | 


pilots who have their minds on 
other things. At no time does Mar- 
tin Mooney’s screenplay turn up, 


anything of arresting nature. 
Camera speaks eloquently of 


makeshift lighting, and Tucker, for | 
a leading man, is given pure lick- | 
Miss Hughes | 


and-promise makeup. 
has the film all to herself for attrac- 
tive closeups. Technical rating over- 
all is only so-so. Art. 


SADDLEMATES 


Republic release of Louis Gray produce 
tion. Stars Robert Livingston, Bob Steele, | 
Rufe Davis; features Gale Storm. Directed 


by Lester Orlebeck. Screenplay, Albert De- 
Mond, Herbert Dalmas, from original by 
Bernard MecConvillé and Karen DeWolf, 
based on characters created by William 
Colt MacDonald; camera, William Nobles; 


editor, Tony Martinelli; music director, Cy 
Feuer: Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, 
Neb., June 3, ‘41, dual, Running time, 55 





seems to parade through the lobby 
at one time or another. 
A surprisingly adept cast lifts the 


absurdities of the yarn into laugh | 


able moments. Of the comedians, 
Mantan Moreland, seen as comic 
relief in several Hollywood features, 
easily grabs No. 1 laurels. He has a 
natural sense of comedy, excellent 


to garner a laugh no matter how 
feeble the line. He is Schnectady, 
one of those seeking to gain con- 
trol of the hotel, doubling as bellboy 
and elevator operator until he can 


take command. Flourney E. Miller, | 


another old reliable, is his pal in the 
effort to obtain control, playing 
straight to Moreland’s clowning. Re- 
mainder of the cast is adequate. 
While there’s nothing particularly 


‘original about the story, the dialog 


surmounts what might have been 
void moments. Jed Buell, who pro- 
duced and directed with discerning 
touch, is a vet in turning out this 
sort of film. Wear. 


Orquesta de Senoritas 


(‘Girls Orchestra’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, June i0. 
' Argentine Sono Film production and re- 


| lease, Stars Nini Marshall; features 
Francisco Alvarez, Pedro Quartucci, Zully 
Moreno, Victoria Cuenca and Semillita. 


| Story, Conrado De Koller agd Ariel Cor- 


tazzo. Directed by Luis C. Amadori. Re- 
viewed at the Monumental theatre, Buenos 
Aires. Running time, 88 MINS, 





Nini Marshall, one of Argentina’s 
top screen and radio comediennes, 
proves in ‘Orquesta de Senoritas’ 
(Girls Orchestra’) that despite a 
thin plot and obviously overworked 
gags, she is still] the mistress of the 
Latin laugh and can bring out the 
guffaws no matter what. Pic had the 


MINS, __ audience caught going almost from 
Stony Brooke............ Robert Livingston | the beginning. Pic has more force 
pera — tee b ee ene ce eee ees sed Steele | and less originality than previous 
s é SOBNMi ccoescesccsrcseese d . » 
io ie... ...++-Gale Storm collaborations of star and director 
Colonel Langley....... .. .forbes Murray , Luis Amadori, undoubtedly due to 
Lieutenant — we irnelius Keefe the artificial and far-fetched plot, 
LeRoque : bs . 
Waneches Gecccccccssse Pever George Lagann | but it manages to click nevertheless. 
Mrs. Langley...................Marin @ats| _Story deals with the director of a 
Thunder Bird........+-.+.s0e; Marty Faust | girls orchestra who has the job of 
—— wees - Sebsbshencesteed ~—— ones getting one of her girls married to 
WME FAMBRNGR . ce cccaceccccceces wilen wwe “t0e 
SE: SED cp ode0s bec sikes Iron Eyes Cody | an unwilling groom. To further 
a complicate the situash, a rich but 
; - , loomy uncle has to be brought in 
This latest Three Mesquiteers g y 8 


starrer is standard stuff for the ac- 
tion runs, average cowboy and In- 
dian fare with a little too much talk- 
in’ and too little shootin.’ But Al- 
bert DeMond’s and Herbert Dalmas’ 
script builds nicely to a last real cli- 
max with wagon train surrounded 
by yelling Indians in accepted fash- 
ion. Biz expectancy here is moder- 
ate, despite marquee worth of popu- 
lar trio. 


Mesquiteers Robert Livingston, 
Bob Steele and Rufe Davis are 
shifted from ranger patrol to U. S. 
Army to seek elusive redskin chief- 
tain Peter George Lynn, a war- 
painted warmonger. Lynn mas- 


line to make sure he puts up the 
»necessary cash to get the boy started. 
"In the series of hard-to-follow com- 
|plications that follow, the leader 
| (Nini Marshall) has to pretend to be 
| the bride, play the role of an Italian 
opera 
woman of the world carrying on a 
half dozen love affairs. 

Handled by Senorita Marshall, the 
excessive dialog of the script by 
Conrado de Koller and Ariel Cor- 
tazzo is not over-apparent and the 
|comedy, while sometimes grotesque, 
is never quite coarse. Vivacious, sure 
of herself, Nini Marshall is at her 
best in the scenes where she directs 
the orchestra and imitates the singer; 


querades as official interpreter for | ¢gmedy and caricature, while some- 


the Army, thereby learning all offi- 
cial secrets. 


times childish, is nevertheless 
effective. Francisco Alverez is funny 


Mesquiteers, under Livingston, get and Zully Moreno tender and ex- 


guardhoused after brawl with Lynn, 


and on release trail him to learn he raphy good. 


is really the bad Injun. Army red- 
tape entangles utilization of the in- 
formation in time to stop scheduled 
massacre of wagon train bearing the 
post commander’s 
son. 
the train in time and they, of course, 
hold off until Livingston arrives with 
help. 

Gale Storm, as the commander’s 
daughter, is most prominent in sup- 
port and extremely attractive. Davis’ 
comedy is the broad type western 
addicts absorb and Steele and Liv- 
ingston split the heroics. But it’s 
Lynn who does the nicest job. 

Photography and lighting are be- 
yond reproach and everybody con- 
cerned seems to have done as good 
a job as can be expected with mate- 
rial at hand, considering story lim- 
itations. 


Mr. Washington Goes 
To Town 


Dixie National Pictures release of Jed 
Buell production, directed | Buell Stars 
F. E. Miller, Mantan Moreland Screen 
play by Walter Weems, kex Neal from 
si Vv by Weems: editor William Faris; 
ca.nera, Jack Greenhalgh; music, Harvey 
Brooks. At Apollo, N. ¥ week June 13, 
"41 Running time, 64 MINS, 
Wallingford....... adeves ..F. E. Miller 
Schnectady.. eeeeveseee-Mantan Moreland 
Firutus.. - 0 oe oo AER 
Blackstone . oseoecccesssosArenur Hay 
Lady Queenie........2.Margarette Whitten 
Gorilla. we eeeeeeeevessClarence Morehouse 
Stillet by whedss0066806008<5 Monty Hawley 
a ar ere ee Zoreta Steptoe 


Chambermiaid......... 





Newest all-colored screen comedy finally meets 
from Hoilywood is geared for sturdy taken out of the chorus and- made | 


' wife and young | 
Steele rides on ghead to warn | 


pressive in featured roles. Photog- 
Ray. 


En la Luz de Una Estrella | 


(“By the Light of a Star’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Songs 
Buenos Aires, June 2. 


EFA production 





and release. Features 

Hugo del Carril, Ana Maria Lynch, Zully 
Moreno, Aida Sportelli, Carlos Lagrota, 
Eduardo Sandrini, Maria Esther Gamas, 
Jose Ruzzo, Lina Estevez, Julio Renato, 
Adolfo Meyer and Antonio Bardot. Directed 
by Enrique S. Discepolo. Based on a story 
by Enrique Discepoio and his brother, Ar- | 
mando Reviewed at the Monumental the- 
atre, Buenos Aires, Running time, 76 
MINS. 

A Cinderella story with a tragic 
twist, this melodrama with music 


stars Hugo del Carril, one of Argen- 
tina’s and South America’s top tango 
singers. Pic not only has a strong 
local appeal but seems a likely draw 
for the rest of Latindom. 

While not overly original, story 
done by Director Enrique S. Dis- 
cepolo in collaboration with his 
brother Armando Discepolo, tells of 
a tango singer (Del Carril) who gets 
a bullet wound from a jealous wife, 
makes a comeback and finally ends 


in tragedy. Film is fundamentally 
romantic both regards plot and 
characterization but seems watered 


by sadness and pessimism shown in 
plot, characters and dialog. Dis- 


eo B. sheffield | C@polo, as usual, goes the whole way 


in being tragic. Assistance of an out- 

side scripter would have helped. 
Plot involves a chorus girl who 

idolizes the star, is kidded into call- 


...Florence O'Brien ing him up anonymously, grows in- 


creasingly in and 


She's 


love with him, 
him in person. 


reaction in theatres such as the partner in a new number, but the 
Apollo in Harlem. Because likely té villain who pretends to be a friend 
score in these type houses, ‘Mr. leads her to suicide by sending her 
Washington Goes to Town’ looms as a batch of lilies, the diplomatic for- 
@ healthy grosser in theatres with mula by which the famed singer is 


Negro patronage. 
It’s a sort of a colored ‘grand 


reputed to end his love affairs. 
Del Carril is singularly efficient 


hotel,’ without the trimmings. Nearly not only as a warbler but as an actor, 
everything happens in a hotel, and showing much more aplomb and ex- 
there’s that line about ‘nothing ever pressiveness than he has indicated 


happens here,’ spoken by a maid, in previous efforts. Tangos ‘Secreto’. 


with a three-ring circus going on al- and ‘Solo’ have already become pop 
most under her nose. The film’s plot hits here. Ana Marie Lynch in the 
revolves about the fight of two femme lead is discreet and does best 
colored gentlemen to obtain pos- in her telephone bits. Young actress 
session of a large hostelry, with the Zully Moreno makes an effective 
scramble for necessary coin to pick initial appearance that holds promisé 


up a mortgage, bringing in 


the of better things. 


Sets and photog- 


customary chase and a slapsticky | raphy are good, especially in the 


Wimax. Every character in the film ( theatre scenes. 


Ray. 


singer and also pose as a' 


| That Certain Something 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, May 23. 

RKO release of Argossy production. Di- 
l|rected by Clarence Badger. Stars Megan 
| Edwards; features Thelma Grigg, Howard 
Craven, Lou Vernon, Story, Clarence Bad- 
ger: camera, Frank Coffey. At Mayfair, 

Sydney. Running time, 90 MINS, 
| Patsy O’Connell..........-.Megan Edwards 
} Miss Hemingway ‘ ...Thelma Grigg 
Bianche Wrighi.. .. Georsie Sterling 
| Jimmie Jones........ ...Howard Craven 
Robert Gimble.................Lou Vernon 
| Charles Kilburn 
| .. Arundel Nixon 
| : Ronald Morse 
Marshall Crosby 
.... Leslie Victor 
......J0e Lawman 


Alan Burke........ 
Announcer... P ° 

Marcel Dubois... 

Stephen Appleby 

| Maurice Appleby.... 
Bill Lake...... 





So-so fare for minor spot in minor 
zones. Given a city bid, pic zeroed 
right from preem, slapping house 
into a loss on forced two weeks. 
Useless for U. S.; likewise doubtful 
if British dates would mean much 
unless there’s a drastic. shortage of 
product there. 


Clarence Badger, who also wrote 
the yarn, has brought nothing new 
to the screen with this homebrewer. 
Cast, recruited mostly from the radio 
field, shows little screen talent. 


Story simply tells of an American 
director making a pic in Australia. 
It's the old studio idea with few new 
angles and of the type laid aside by 
| Hollywood moons ago. Rick. 


TEXAS MARSHAL 


(WITH SONGS) 

Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sig- 
mund Neufeld production. Stars Tim Me- 
Coy; features Art Davis and Rhythm 
Riders. Directed by Peter Stewart. Origi- 
nal screenplay, William Lively; camera, 
Jack Greenhalgh; editor, Holbrook N. 
Todd; songs, Johuny Lang, Lew Porter. At 


New York, N. Y., week June 11, ‘41. 
dualed. Rtnning time, 58 MINS. 

TiM..cce Sane 04005906668 eccoeedim McCoy 
Bn 4 bobs 00 04300000044 94006088 Art Davis 
OEE «0 oa 06:5 0000006086820668% Kay Leslie 
Ba ob 6 06 6eenbesee se nnepee Karl Hackett 
PN cg cbocvetessesences Edward Peil, Sr. 
TB cc geccccsccrevescecdeess Charles King 
iin cet ina thas obese vba’ Dave O'Brien 
IN 6.5 a 5 otsse ie eee Ghee Budd Buster 
DEMO cccccaveccvseeseseceses John Elliott 
AMNOUNCET. 02. cccccccccoce Wilson Edwards 
DORR cc cconccsecscceseseseoes Byron Vance 





Although this western ploughs fa- 
miliar terrain, it’s fairly compre- 
| hensible fodder for the cactus opera 
\fans. Film is filled with maximum Of 

action and never makes much pre- 
|tense of being more than the usual 
| one-two-three-ride type of fare. 
| Should fit in on numerous twin bills 
| where patrons like cowboy operas. 


| “Texas Marshal’ is different in that 
ithe veteran Tim McCoy gets ‘he star- 
ring role while the principal singing 
| cowpuncher character is relegated to 
| the feature player. Familiar pattern 
is followed in the plot, with a fake 
‘league of patriots” as the cloak for 
| carrying on the machinations of a 
| goldmine-grabbing gang. Series of 
| murders, with the property on which 
gold deposits have been found secret- 
lly, is traced to the League’s ring- 
leaders only after ‘Trigger Tim’ 
Rand, a cattle sleuth, takes charge. 
Direction by Peter Stewart and 
adequate productioning by Sigmund 
| Neufeld help put across this yarn, 
| bolstered by several affable per- 





formances. McCoy continues to be 
McCoy. He rides more like a 
cavalry captain than a cowboy, is 


handy with his dukes and quick on 
the trigger as the marshal (cattle 
detective). Art Davis fills in nicely 
as the warbler with 
Riders, radio combo, without start- 
ling anybody over his acting abil- 
ity: Possesses tuneful voice, singing 
several new Johnny Lange-Lew Por- 
ter tunes, best of which are ‘West Is 
Always Ready’ and ‘Riding Down the 
Texas Trail.’ 

Wilson Edwards, ieader of the cow- 
boy instrumental group, is smothered 
by the story but looks promising. 
Kay Leslie is wasted as the femme 
trimming. Charles King, as the 
heavy, tops the support in a typically 
rugged role as the gunman who does 
all the dirty work for the band of 
crooks. Wear. 





Cyclone on Horseback 


RKO-Radio releas of 


é ¢ Bert Gilroy pro- 
ductior Stars Tim Holt 


; features Marjorie 


Revnolds Rav Whitley Lee Lasses’ 
W hite Directed by Edward Killy. Story, 
Tom Gibson screenplay, Norton S. Par- 
ker: camera, Harry Wild; editor, Fred- 
erick Knudtson; music, Fred Rose and Ray 
Whitley. Reviewed at Colonial, WLineoln, 
Neb., dual Running time, 58 MINS, 

Cast: Tim Holt, Marjorie Reynolds, Ray 
Whitley, Lee ‘Lasses White, Harry 
{ Worth, Dennis Moore, Eddie Dew, Monte 
Montague, Slim Whitaker, Max Wagner, 
Join Dilson, Lew Kelly. 





This stock western, all dressed up 
with Broadway dialog and fancy 
production, remains just a stock 
western that will have no trouble in 
the action groove but scarcely dares 
appear in anything better. It’s Tim 
Holt’s fourth time out under the 
Bert Gilroy-Edward Killy banner 
i is on a par with the preceding 

rio. 
| 
| Just as the last number in the 
| series, “Robbers of the Range,’ was all 
|about the railway coming to the 
west, ‘Cyclone on Horseback’ deals 
with the stringing of telephone wires 
across the prairie. 

_ Holt is a horse rancher who brings 
in a herd of pack steeds to be sold to 
Harry Worth, who has the franchise 
for stringing the elevated copper. 
When Worth hasn't the ready cash, 
Holt peddles the nags to Dennis 
Moore, the crook of the piece, who 








the Rhythm | 


will get the franchise if Worth 
doesn’t reach a certain point by 
Wednesday. 


Marjorie Reynolds, whose lines 
might have been written for Broad- 
way Rose instead of a western gal, 
enlists Holt’s aid to assist her 
brother, Worth. 

There’s the usual internal dissen- 
sion and walkout by the line work- 
ers because of lack of pay and Holt, 
with Ray Whitley and Lee ‘Lasses’ 
White, joins the girl and her brother 
in an attempt to perform the task 
themselves. 

After a shooting affray in which 
Worth is injured, the trio and the 
girl manage to make the vital con- 
nection and the day is saved. 


There’s more than the usual share 
of comedy, shouldered mainly by 


Latter sings two numbers. 

All technical and _ production 
angles measure up, with special ap- 
plause for Harry Wild’s cameraing 
which catches some of the best west- 
ern scenery of the season. Art. 


Joint MPTOA 


nO 
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a new standard contract, previews, 
cancellation, right to exclude, runs 
and no discrimination clauses. 


Mary Tells Them Why 


An elaborate program of speakers 
was lined up by prexy Kuykendall 
for the MPTOA sessions. These in- 
cluded talks by Mary Pickford, who 
discussed reasons for the current 
b.o. slowup; Nathan D. Golden, head 
of the motion picture division of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, who 
advocated a picture biz setup along 
the lines of baseball; Rodgers, with 
the new radical Metro sales policy; 
Walter Wanger, who discussed vari- 
ous production angles; Francis S. 
Harmon, coordinator of the Motion 
Picture committee cooperating for 
National Defense; Austin C. Keough, 
Paramount v.p., and general counsel, 
who said that distributors do not 
like the five-picture selling idea of 
the Government any more than do 
the exhibitors. 


J. Noble Braden, executive secre- 
tary of the American Arbitration 
Association, addressed the MPTOA 
members on the advantages of ar- 
bitration under the new government 
setup. Also giving heed to the bene- 
fits of arbitration was Herman M. 
Levy, executive secretary of Theatre 
Owners of Connecticut. Levy took 
a rap at exhibitors who, he said, 
were in many instances as much to 
blame for conditions as were pro- 
ducers and exhibitors, and he urged 
that theatre men must be at least 
reasonable in their demands. They 
must not seek what they would not 
themselves give or consider fair, 
Levy emphasized. 

A comprehensive report on his re- 
cent trip to Washington was given 
PCC members by Albert Law, gen- 
eral counsel of Coast exhibitor or- 
ganization. Law counseled strict ob- 
servance of the consent decree in 
order that questionable practices 
|later might be taken up with Thur- 
|man Arnold, head of the trust-bust- 
ing division of the Department of 
Justice. Law said that in talks with 


of changes and modifications in the 
Government pact with the 
producers and distribs but that while 
Arnold 
regarded as an experiment, he said 
that he was opposed to any modifi- 
cation at this time. 


Big Social Success 





Socially, the simultaneous con- 
ventions were a terrific success, 
| Early on the opening afternoon, the 
|exhibs and their guests were split 
into three parties and taken for a 
whirl of the various studios, where 
they visited with the stars, were 
freely photographed and otherwise 





regaled. 
On Tuesday night the industry 
| tossed a barbecue and entertain- 


ment at the Columbia ranch, which 
| will go down in exhibitor annals as 
;one of the best diversions ever 
planned for their entertainment. The 
Columbia ranch in North Hollywood 
was gaily decorated for the occa- 
sion, and with Harry Cohn, prexy of 
Columbia, officiating at the mike, 
scads of picture personalities were 
introduced. The main entertainment 
program was emceed by Red Skel- 
ton and had Olsen and Johnson, Leo 
Carrillo, the Merry Macs, Nicholas 
Bros., Gracie Fields and a host of 
other talent. 

Mary Pickford presided at a lunch- 
eon for ladies of the convention at 
the Cocoanut Grove of the Ambassa- 
dor hotel Wednesday noon and final 
social event of the meet was the 


Carroll's Hollywood night spot. 

Many of the eastern and midwest- 
ern exhibitors remained over the 
weekend. From their standpoint the 
194t conventions were regarded as 
unusually successful, 





White, with Whitley as straight man. | 


Arnold he had broached the subject | 
major | 


admitted that the decree is | 


banquet and dinner dance at Earl. 








| Store Circuit 
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at the Versailles, N. Y., was skedded 
but failed to show. 

Aggregation, making its appear- 
ance at 6 p.m., attracted 2,500 wo- 
men to the second floor of the store, 
said to be the largest number ever 
to have witnessed any similar show. 
None of the celebs got paid—except 
in publicity. Each was allowed to 
plug his show or club and also got 
a mention in newspaper ads that 
Oppenheim Collins placed and in 
posters in the store windows. 

52nd Street Chanteur Sapolied 

Most of the ‘guests’ did nothing 
but take a bow, all trooping onto 
the miniature stage together and 
sitting around in a circle. Follow- 
ing his intro each made an embar- 
rassed and hurried exit with a 
mumbled excuse, usually something 


about a ‘radio show.’ Eddie Davis 
contributed his ‘Faith, Hope and 
Charity’ story, but in ae well- 





| scrubbed-up version, and ‘Broadway 
,/Sam’ made an effort to sing before 
m.c. Bernard Sobel rushed to the 
mike and explained that Sam was 
really in a hurry to get back to 
Times Square and didn’t really have 
time to warble after all. Three- 
piece orch provided the interim mu- 
sic and background for the fashion 
show which followed. 

Celebs were garnered and the set- 
to arranged by Peggy Read, former 
advertising director for Oppen- 
heims, who quit that post two 
‘months ago to specialize in free- 
lancing at putting on this type of 
show. She was assisted by Sobel, 
former p.a. fcr Florenz Ziegfeld, 
who recently resigned from Metro to 
handle publicity for the Celanese 
Corp. of America. That company’s 
materials were shown exclusively 
|in the fashion show. 

Literati Ballyhoo 

Another angle on celebs for de- 

partment stores is being engineered 
by Gerry Morris, wife of William 
Morris, Jr., head of the Morris 
agency. Mrs. Morris has opened her 
own office to supply talent for va- 
rious merchandising tieups in de- 
partment stores. Unlike Miss Read's 
| setup, in which the celebs are never 
| paid except with an occasional giit 
lof a piece of clothing, all of Mrs. 
| Morris’ people demand coin. 
First of numerous schemes afoot 
by Mrs. Morris is to provide names 
to do book reviews. She has a Ccir- 
cuit of eight department stores in as 
many cities and, in a tieup with 
publishers, will send out her people 
to read reviews in the book depart- 
ments. They'll write their own re- 
views, tis said, ‘assisted’ by the press 
departments of the publishers. 

Initial date on the circuit, a kind 
lof tryout before large-scale opera- 
ition begins in the fall, was yester- 
|day (Tuesday), when Jean Muir re- 
|viewed ‘The White Cliffs of Dover,’ 
| by Alice Duer Miller, at Kaufmann’s 
in Pittsburgh. 


| Lifetime Job 
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|come the property of the studio. 
Music would then be turned over to 


Inc., for publish- 


| Broadcast Music, 
| ing, with the studio assigning per- 
formance rights to the individual 
| stations, in conformity with pro- 
| visions ef the consent decree. 

That, says the ASCAPers, can’t be 
|done. Legal opinion is divided as 
| to whether ASCAP writers would 
| breach their contracts with the So- 
ciety in the event of such an ar- 
rangement, |. 

While in somewhat of a dilemma 
| over the reasons behind toboggan- 
ning grosses, studio heads concede 
it is no secret why musicals are hit- 
| ting so many sour notes at the box- 
| office. It is pointed out that in pre- 
| vious depressions in picture revenue, 
| musicals more than held their own 
and showed profit where the others 
dipped into the claret. Once back 
on NBC and CBS, to get the mil- 
lions of listeners humming and 
whistling ditties from the filmu- 
sicals, it is assumed that biz will 
take the upbeat fast-like. In sup- 
port of this contention they have 
but to scan receipts of musicals re- 
leased prior to he muting of ASCAP 
tunes on the major webs. Black ink 
was used with few exceptions. 





Hawaii, Here We Come 


oo. Hollywood, June 17. 

‘Song Of the Islands,’ used several 
times on stories in preparation at 
20th-Fox, is back on the job as the 
title of a tropical musical comedy, 
now being readied by William Le- 
Baron. 

Background footage will be shot in 
Hawaii. 
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Hey, Madeleine, the boys Let me get an ear- 
in the field say we’ve ful, remember I’m 
done it again! in the picture, too! 


We'll say they’re terrific! 


Just look at these reports from seven key engagements 
...with more good news coming in by the hour! 


SPRINGFIELD . . First three days even with “Lady Eve"! 
DETROIT... . First three days leading ‘‘Lady Eve’’! 
“CHICAGO... .. .. . First three days even with “Lady Eve’! 


KANSAS CITY. . . First week even with “Lady Eve’! 
First three days of second week 14% ahead! 


LOS ANGELES. . .. First week even with “Lady Eve’! 
First four days of second week 10% ahead! 


LITTLE ROCK . First two days 18% ahead of “Lady Eve’’! 


DENVER . . «+ Now in third week, and business to date is 
ahead of first week! 


DEPEND ON 


NS TO GIVE YOU THE WINNERS! 


FRED TRAIT TV E - MADELEINE CARROLL 
WE MEHT IN LISBON 


with Patricia Morison - Billie Burke - John Loder - Dame May Whitty - Edmund Gwenn - Reginald Denny - Billy Gilbert = 


VA ws Py 
*s i PiCLUuses « 


A Paramount Picture +: Produced and Directed by Edward H: Griffith . Screen Play by Virginia Van Upp - Based on a Play by John Van Druten 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 


One of the rarest coincidences in racing history—and that’s what Jim 
Luntzel, p.a. for Jules Levey’s ‘Tight Shoes,’ claims it was, pure coinci- 
dence—occurred Monday (16). Sunday night all sports editors of New 
York dailies received the following wire: ‘Confidential: Pam's Mam def- 
initely is primed to win the fifth race tomorrow on a disqualification of 
Feet First which will be placed last by the stewards for bumping in the 
stretch. You can pass this on to your racing reporter for further inves- 
tigation. Have uncovered indisputable evidence. Please do not mention 
my name in this connection. Jim Luntzel, Circle 7-7100.’ 

And, sure enough, at Aqueduct Monday in the fifth the winning horse 
Was disqualified for bumping in the stretch and the second horse was de- 
clared winner. Names of the horses, of course, were not those mentioned 
in Luntzel’s wire because Pam’s Mam and Feet First are the horses in the 
‘Fifth Race’ in the Damon Runyan picture opening this week. What 
Luntzel was tipping off to was what happened in the film; surprise was 
that it also happened at Aqueduct and in the same race. 

Luntzel’s idea was to have the sports editors query him on his wire and 
then tell them, very mysteriously, he’d give them full dope if they’d meet 
him in front of Loew’s Ziegfeld, N. Y., at midnight. Preview of ‘Tight 
Shoes’ was skedded at the theatre at that time and Luntzel’s plan was to 
use this as a method of getting the sports eds there. 








In a case recently tried by Harold M. Goldblatt in the N. Y. City Court 
On behalf of the Carl Laemmle estate to recover against an exhibitor for 
not playing out a guaranteed run of a picture, the exhibitor is appealing 
from the verdict which the jury brought in against him. He wants the 
verdict set aside on the ground that one of the jurors failed to disclose 
that he himself had been a distributor and therefore possibly prejudiced. 
Examined in a special hearing, the juror testified that about 13 years ago, 
he and a partner had bought the distribution rights for a picture for a 
‘certain territory on the lower east side, east from 14th street down to 
the river.’ Appellate court is asked to decide whether this makes him a 
distributor, 





The Storm King, Cornwall, N. Y., which has filed a complaint asking 
for a change in clearance, is only four years old but has had 12 operators 
in that time, it is understood. These included Si Fabian who, like others, 
threw in the sponge. Theatre is now operated by Cornwall Amusement 
Co. which, among others, includes Ed Peskay, but reported present owners 
have been trying to sell the house and recently offered it for $25,000. 

Storm King was built by a Cornwall businessman who gave the town 
a library and other things, but he ultimately turned the house over to his 
chauffeur, latter selling it. It is five miles from Newburgh, N. Y., where 
the Broadway and Ritz have 30 days’ clearance over it on film of all 
companies. Storm King wants this reduced to seven. 





Sale of Metro product henceforth only on percentage, as indicated by 
William F. Rodgers at the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America 
convention last week, will not mark the first experiment with such a 
policy for the company. 

About five years Metro decided it would take no flat deals and held out 
for percentage contracts only for most of that season but finally backed 
down in the face of terrific resistance, including virtual boycotts in some 
territories. All distributors in some cases have been forced to sell all 
their product flat because certain buyers wouldn’t close in any other way. 





‘Kings Row’ is still sitting on its throne, with no prospect of stepping 
into production for several weeks. Warners had made a deal for the loan 
of Robert Cummings, who is still flying at Universal in ‘Almost an Angel,’ 
and will not get back to earth untik August. Cummings’ part in the 
‘Kings Row’ picture demands so much footage that Warners can’t shoot 
around him that long. It is the second time ‘Kings Row’ has been held up 
at the barrier. 





The proposed $2,500,000 realty development at Mount Vernon, N. Y., on 
Harry M. Warner’s property is, actually, that of a private realtor. The 
film man is merely negotiating for disposition of his estate, which cost 
that amount, but which will be sacrificed at around 50% thereof. The 
realtors, when and if consumating a deal with Warner for his estate, will 
develop the land sans any tieup with the WB topper. 





Directors of Walt Disney Productions, Inc., have ordered deferment 
of the quarterly dividend due July 1 on preferred stock. The company 
stated the deferment was made necessary by reduced income caused by 
spread of the European war and the working capital required for the 
production and carrying of feature pictures for release in the most ad- 
vantageous markets. 





Warners is getting around the lack of full radio coverage in its musical 
pictures by making use of special song trailers to take the place of the 
air plugs. Idea started with ‘Strawberry Blonde’ and is being improved 
on with a trailer for ‘Million Dollar Baby,’ giving the future customers 
an earful of the music and lyrics. With the stunt seen and heard by about 
20,000,000 fans ahead of the picture, the studio execs figure they can get 
more publicity that way than they could over the radio. 





Discrepancies between the actual expenses of film stars for publicity 
and the amounts eharged off their income tax returns are being scanned 
closely by the Screen Publicists Guild, which is preparing a detailed report 
of all moneys received from clients. Guild has a hunch that some high- 
ee picture people are turning in publicity expense accounts that 
aint so, 





Camera department at 20th-Fox is guarding details of a new photo- 
graphic process of clarified focus for widely extended areas. Invention is 
being kept a secret until patents have been cleared. First demonstration 
is in ‘How Green Was My Valley,’ with Art Miller as cameraman and 
Dan Clark, chief of the camera staff, supervising the use of the new 
appurtenances, 





Life of Orson Welles was dramatized in Spanish recently during the 
weekly program sponsored by RKO on NBC’s shortwave stations, WRCA 
and WNBI. RKO is releasing Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane.’ Included on the 
show was a dramatized version of the opening night of ‘Kane’ at the El 
Capitan in Hollywood, as reenacted by NBC’s Spanish players. 





Loew-Lewin, United Artists producers, got in line behind four other 
studios last week for rights to the title ‘Rip Van Winkle.’ Those who 
have previously signified their intention of making a film based on the 
famed Dutch marathon sleeper, in order of priority, are 20th-Fox, Disney, 
Paramount and Edward Small. 





‘Underground,’ the Warner Bros. picture which cashes in on the idea 
of mysterious, portable radios in Germany, much the same as ‘Voice in 
the Night’ did, has two topical touches. One is reference to the ‘Bis- 
marck’ sinking, while the other is mention of the Hess ‘incident.’ Warner 
film is taken from ‘Freedom Radio’ yarn. 





To obviate scenes and dialog offensive to Latin-American countries, 
Paramount has hired Luigi Luraschi, formerly of the studio’s foreign de- 
partment, to censor those things before they are filmed. His work consists 
of reading scripts with a view to saving the company both money and 
South American complaints. 





Because of curreat timeliness of ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ feature on 
America preparing for war, originally released last summer, March of 
Time reports several theatres are now rebooking the film. It is the first 
and only feature M. of T. ever produced. 








RKO’s Sked 


Continued from page 7 








Daniel Webster,’ ‘Before the Fact’ 
and "Lady Scarface. These will 
lead off the salesman on the 1941-42 
mode of selling and probable that 
contract negotiations will open on 
what is being offered by the middle 
of July. 

In addition to ‘Kane, which 
through roadshowing, is held off 
this year’s schedule for selling as 
part of the 1941-42 season, RKO has 
‘Fantasia’ but will play that film on 
takeover from Walt Disney on a 
modified roadshow basis. ‘Kane’ 
will probably be held up for later 
fall release, also ‘Little Foxes,’ which 
Jim Mulvey, Sam Goldwyn’s eastern 
representative, states will be ready 
some time in August. ‘Reluctant 
Dragon,’ from Disney, is being de- 
livered as a this season’s (1940-41) 
film. 

In speaking of the consent decree, 
the distribution department points 
out that ‘all of you are by this time 
familiar with the general principles 
of how to operate the plan but how 
the plan will operate is something 
that only time and close observation 
will reveal. 


‘Under consent decree _ selling, 
however,’ it is added, ‘the unin- 
formed salesman will find himself 
trapped very quickly. In the 1941- 
42 season pictures must be screened 
before they are offered for sale, so 
that unless a salesman also sees 
every picture he sells, how can he 
intelligently discuss the product? 


‘The salesman will not only have 
to see the product before he starts 
selling it to familiarize himself with 
the stories, possible audience re- 
actions, etc., but he must also analyze 
it from the.standpoint of ferreting 
out the sales angles that give it box- 
office importance to the exhibitor. 
He will have to study each picture 
thoroughly to determine every pos- 
sible merit it possesses, much the 
same as a_ successful automobile 
salesman must know every detail of 
his product to make a customer out 
of a prospect. 


‘The 1941-42 season will therefore 
be interesting because of the new ex- 
periences, the unknown develop- 
ments it holds in store for us. It 
will be enlightening because even 
the veterans, the most seasoned 


members of our sales force, are 
going to ledrn new angles, new 
tricks, new reactions.’ 

RKO’s current season (1940-41) 


has been its best, Smith pointing out 
that as of June 6 in this country 
and Canada RKO has closed 10,899 
contracts, which is 93.8% of the 
total number of possibilities.“ This 
is 924 contracts more than the com- 
pany ever wrote, best previous sea- 
son having been 1937-38 when 9,975 
contracts were sold. 

Prizes of $20,000 in the recent 
Depinet sales drive, with New 
Orleans coming out on top, were an- 
nounced Monday afternoon (16), to- 
gether with this year’s 100% branch 
managers and salesmen (those clos- 
ing all possibilities on their books). 
Four branch managers figured and 
18 salesmen, 

On Monday (16) also Cress Smith, 
western sales manager, discussed ex- 
perimental selling under the decree 
and Bob Mochrie, eastern division 
chief, speaking on liquidation of con- 
tracts, predicted greater prosperity 
in the fall and winter, but stressed to 
salesmen that they must obtain dates 
at time of selling, thus insuring 
faster liquidation. 

RKO convention is the first to be 
attended by all division theatre op- 
erators of the company plus its field 
exploitation men. Charles Koerner, 
general manager of the RKO circuit, 
will address the delegates today 
(Wed.) on theatre angles. 
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ings in the second. quarter will ex- 
ceed the $1,478,000 for the second 
quarter of 1940. 

Balaban pointed out that the de- 
fense situation has caused a con- 
siderable tax*increase which Para- 
mount is paying. He cited that the 
first quarter earnings ($2,475,000) 
were those after deducting incomes 
taxes at the rate of 30% of net 
profits, much higher than 1940. 

He also cited the strong financial 
position of the company and how the 
company had reduced its debt by 
$3,900,000 and had also retired $1,- 
750,000 worth of 7% preferred stock 
for two consolidated subsids. This 
plus first and second preferred stock 
acquired by Par during the year 
had brought debt reductions and 





stock requirements totaling about 
$6,900,000. 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 


Drama; W—WeStern; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama, MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 





They Dare Not Love (Col) 4/30 D 175 M. Scott-G. Brent 

People vs. Kildare (M-G) 5/7 D 76 L, Barrymore-L. Ayres 
The Pioneers (Mono) WwW 61 T. Ritter 

Reaching for the Sun (Par) 4/9 D 9 J.McCrea-E. Drew 
Bringing Up Baby (RKO) 2/16/38 Cc 102 K. Hepburn-C, Grant 
Country Fair (Rep) 5/14 Cc 7 J. Clyde-E. Foy, Jr. 

Sheriff of Tombstone (Rep) 5/21 W 54 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

Black Cat (U) 4/30 D 70 H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 
Thieves Fall Out (WB) 6/4 D 72 E. Albert-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/3/41 





Beau (Col 5/7 CD 76 J, Cooper-J. Withers 
py A Face (M-G) 5/7 D 105 J. Crawford-M. Douglas 
House of Mystery (Mono) 6/4 M 61 K. Kent-J. Kelly "4 
Gay Vagabond (Rep) 5/21 ad aye - bo S. ree y 

erican Broadcast (20th) 4/ ( . Faye-J. Payne 
pe Bem n= Yours (WB) 5/7 D 82 M. Oberon-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 





Allthe Answers (Col) 5/21 Cc ww J. Bennett-F. Tone 
7” Wait for You (M-G) : 5/14 D 73 M. Hunt-V. Weidler 
King of the Zombies (Mono) M 67 D. Purcell-J. Woodbury 
There’s Magic in Music (Par) D A. Jones-S. Foster 
Desert Bandits (Rep) 5/28 W 356 ODz«. Barry-L. Merrick 
Cowboy and the Blonde (20th) 4/23 RD od M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 
Prisoner of Zenda (UA) 9/1/37 RD 100 M. Carroll-R. Colman 
Tom Sawyer (UA) 2/16/38 CD 93 T. Kelly-E. Patterson 
Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 D 65 B. Marshall-D. Bruce 





WEEK OF RELEASE-—-5/23/41 





Naval Academy (Col) 5/28 D 65 F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
Love Crazy (M-G) 5/14 - Cc 9 W. Powell-M, Loy 
Redhead (Mono) C & 4J.Lang-J. Downs 

Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5/21 Ww 69 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 C 69 G. Kibbee-D. Trout 
Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) 6/4 D 72 G. Roland-B. Barnes 
Saddlemates (Rep) Ww 3 Mesquiteers 

Great Commandment (20th) D J. Beal-M. Moscovich 

Too Many Blondes (U) 5/21 Cc 60 R. Vallee-H. Parrish 

The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 6/11 D 586 L. Patrick-R. Toomey 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 





Adventure in Washington (Col) D 984 VV. Bruce-H. Marshall 
Billy the Kid (M-G) 5/28 w 9% R&R. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
Silver Stallion (Mono) 6/18 w 60 D. Sharpe-J. Waldo 

I Wanted Wings (Par 3/26 D 131 R. Milland-V. Lake 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 6/18 M 61 _=é«S<« Gray-H. Sinclair 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 97 A. Neagle-R. Bolger 
Blood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 123 L. Darnell-T. Power 
Abbott-Costello in the Navy (U) 6/4 C 85 Abbott-Costello 
Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 CD 102 P. Lane-J. Lynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 











Mata Hari (M-G) D G. Garbo-R. Novarro 
Wrangler’s Roost (Mono) w R. Corrigan-J. King 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) 6/18 WwW 8588 T. Holt-R. Whitley 
For Beauty’s Sake (20th) cD M. Weaver-N. Sparks 
Men of the Timberlands (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
2/12/35 D 90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 


Devil Pogs of the Air (WB) 
Shining Victory (WB) 5/ 


D 78 J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 











R. Sterling-D. Adams 


The Get-Away (M-G) 6/11 D 88 

Richest Man in Town (Col) 6/12 CD 70 F. Craven-J, Todd 

Gang’s All Here (Mono) Cc F, Darro-M. Moreland 

One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 96 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 

Bring ’Em Back Alive (RKO) 6/21/32 M 60 Frank Buck Reissue 

Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 CD 54 L., Roberts-T. North 

Tight Shoes (U) 6/11 Cc 67 =%<J. Howard-B. Barnes 

Broadway Limited (UA) 6/18 D 7 V.McLaglen-M. Weodworth 
D 85 


Out of the Fog (WB) 6/11 


3. Garfield-l. Lupino 








WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 





Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 





MU 74 _ R. Vallee-R. Lane 
Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w Bill Elliot-M. Daily 
The Big Store (M-G)_ 6/11 C 8&4 Marx Bros.-T. Martin 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 
West Point Widow (Par) 6/11 CD 63 A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Nevada City (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 D 100 J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
San Antonio Rose (U) MU R. Paige-J. Frazee 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





Sweetheart of the Camo>us (Col) Cc R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
Medico of Painted Springs (Col) w C. Starrett-T. Walker 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) w T. Keene-B, Miles 
They Met in Bombay (M-G) D C. Gable-R. Russell 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) Ww E. Drew-C. Ruggles 
A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 CD 80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 73 Disney Cartoon 
Puddin’ Head (Rep) Cc J. Canova-F, Lederer 
Kansas Cyclone (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Hit the Road (U) D G. George-B. MacLane 
D J. Lynn-K. Verne 


Underground (WB) 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 








D. Woods-S. Eilers 
W. Beery-V. Weidler 


I Was a Prisoner on Devil’s Island (Col) 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 


D 
cD 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B.Hope-D. Lamour 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
Bachelor Daddy (U) Cc Baby Sandy-E. E. Horton 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) Cc D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 





WEEK OF RELEASE-—7/11/41 





Two in a Taxi (Col) D A. Louise-R. Hayden 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
City Limits (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
Forced Landing (Par) M R. Arlen-E. Gabor 

Accent on Love (20th) D G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U) Cc H. Herbert-T. Brown 
Bride Came C.0.D. (WB) Cy 54: i |, Cagney 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 





Blondie in Society (Col) 
Son @f Davy Crockett (Col) 
Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 
Dance Hall (20th) 

Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 


P. Singieton-A. Lake 
B. Elliott-I. Meredith 
J. Wayne-B. Field 

Cc. Romero-C. Landis 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 
J. Perry-R. Pryor 
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You've got a year-round business. 
Do a year-round selling-job. The per- 
centage is in your favor. 

% AW % 


Campaign your house... campaign 
your lobby ... display your theatre 
as the best place in town to spend 
an evening no matter what picture 
you've got. But get some enthusiasm 
into it... as though you believed it 
yourself. 
Ye YN %w 

Bright, colorful display ... shining 
with promise ... that’s how to do it. 


% % % 
For there never has been so much 
“come-hither” in Theatre Advertis- 
ing as you find today in the Three 


Best Seat-Sellers. 
% YY MVM 
“Sparkling with showmanship. 
"Sparkling with selling-flair. 
"Sparkling with sales-appeal. 
Ye Wy % 
Go over the line item by item. You'll 
find ticket-selling-helps you'd 
never even think of unless brought 
to your attention. Many of them 
ridiculously low in price ... but big 
in result-getting. 
% A % 
Yes, sir! ... The percentage is in 
your favor when you buy Trailers 
..- Lobby Displays and General 
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20th Financing Josephson During 
Writing of a Book on Victor Hugo 








Twentieth-Fox is embarking on 
policy of subsidization of an author 
while he is writing a book, slight 
variation of the plan of buying 
screen rights to tomes before they 
are written, which has been indulged 
in by Paramount, Columbia and 
RKO. Fox story department on the 
Coast is now working out a deal by 
which it will finance Matthew 
Josephson while he authors a vol- 
ume on Victor Hugo. 

Scheme is to provide him with 
the money as an advance on the 
screen rights if and when Fox buys 
them. Studio automatically gets an 
option. It loses its advance if it 
doesn’t purchase the rights. Double- 
day-Doren has contracted to publish 
the book. « 

Victor Saville, British producer, is 
endeavoring to buy ‘Hankow Re- 
turns’ by C. S. Archer. Author is 
an Englishman, but novel back- 
grounded by the Sino-Jap war is to 
be published in this country by 
Houghton-Mifflin. Paramount and 
other American studios are also in- 
terested in the story. 

As a result of Metro’s buy of “The 
Jollity Building,’ by A. J. Liebling, 
last week, another of his yarns has 
created film interest. Story is an 
oldie, ‘Tummler,’ which, like ‘Jot- 
lity,” ran in the New Yorker. 
*‘Tummler’—Yiddish for conniver— 
is about a character on New York’s 
52d street who specializes in creat- 


i 


TULLY LOSES 


His $50,000 Claim Over Par Picture 
Kayoed 








Jim Tully’s suit for alleged viola- 
tions of the Civil Rights laws against 
William K. Howard, Odessco Pro- 
ductions, Inc., and Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., was dismissed Friday (13) 
for lack of prosecution by Judge 
John C. Knox in N. Y. federal court. 
Damages of $50,000 had been asked. 
Case had been hanging fire for some 
two years. 

Tully claimed his name had been 
used without permission in the ad- 
vertising of Howard’s picture, ‘Home 
Town,’ produced by Odessco and re- 
leased by Par. 


NEW CARMEN, DETROIT, 
NOW MAY UNSHUTTER 


Detroit, June 17. 
Overruling the lower courts, the 
Michigan supreme court has granted 








,; the firm of Gorelick & Marshall the 


right to open the new Carmen the- 
atre, originally ordered closed for 
four years. The large and expen- 
sive nabe, dark now for nearly a 
year since it was completed, was 
ordered put into operation as soon 
as the owners void a lease for a 
parking lot they have with Joseph 
Miskinis, whose reputed ownership 





ing very fancy looking niteries ‘out 
of cardboard and spit’ for very little 
coin. 

‘Jollity Building,’ which ran in 
three installments, brought $5,000. 
Liebling was also offered a film 
writing contract but has other plans. 
Het Manheim, of the William Mor- 
ris office in New York, handled the 
deal. 











Spikes UA 


Continued from page 5 











to pay for stock that pays average 
dividends of $65,000 a year and has 
earned $95,000 a year for the past five 


years. They’re trying to kick, this 
lady around.’ 
{Sources in New York familiar 


with UA earnings declared yester- 
day that Jaffe’s figures were ex- 
aggerated.] 

Selznick, who said he will be east 
a week to 10 days, is expecting 
Capra on Thursday or Friday. 
They'll confab with Korda, who 
came into New York Monday for a 
brief stay, and with Kelly and attor- 
neys. Selznick, while in New York, 
will also parley with Rose Franken 
and her husband, William Brown 
Meloney, on their going to the Coast 
to do the screen treatment of their 
stage play 
‘Claudia.’ 

As for reports that the UA home 
office might be moved to the Coast, 
Kelly said it had been considered 
many times during the past 15 years 
and was no more imminent now than 
at any other time. ‘We've survived 
that idea in the past and I guess we 
will again,’ he remarked. UA head 
confirmed reports that reps of the 
owners on the board of directors 
have resigned and the principals 
themselves will act as the board. 





How Attorney Figures It 
Hollywood, June 17. 

Sol A. Rosenblatt, counsel for Mrs. 
Sylvia Fairbanks, at a conference 
yesterday (Monday) entered a pro- 
test against sale of the Fairbanks 
stocks to UA on the grounds that the 
price was too low. He contended 
that the by-laws provide for sale of 
owners’ stocks at book value plus 
25%, and set the worth of the Fair- 
banks shares at from $800,000 to 
$1,250,000. He said the latter figure 
was based on the company’s earn- 
ings during the past five years. 

Computing the value on dividends 
plus 25%, Rosenblatt declared, would 
make the price $875,000. If deter- 
mined by UA earnings during the 
past 12 months, he said, the value 
would be at least $800,000. 





MARION IN DEMAND 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Marion Martin draws three player 
assignments at RKO following com- 
pletion of her present job in ‘Mexi- 
can Spitfire.’ 

Future chores are ‘Unexpected 
Uncle,’ ‘The Marines Are Ready’ and 
‘Weekend for Three.’ 


and mag stories of | 


of the house brought down the court 
shuttering order. 

The long-drawn litigation stems 
| back to the partnership split of Jo- 
|seph Stoia and Miskinis. The for- 
mer went into court here and ar- 
| gued that a verbal agreement had 
|been made that Miskinis was to 
| build no theatres for five years in 
|the vicinity of Stoia’s houses. Later, 
when Miskinis ostensibly had with- 
drawn from the further plans for 
the Carmen and the house was built, 
Stoia went into court and charged 
it was a disguised ownership, his 
former partner still was interested, 
and obtained a Circuit Court order 
prohibiting the house from opening 
for four years, the balance of time 
under the verbal arrangement, 

The Supreme Court ruled that 
Miskinis was not in the present set- 
up but that the present owners make 
it entirely remote by severing even 
the lease with him for a parking lot. 


Col. Editors Busy With 
10 Features, One Serial 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Production peak during May has 
crowded the Columbia cutting rooms 
with a new high of 10 features and 
one serial. 

In the editing process are ‘Our 
Wife,” ‘Mr. Jordan Comes to Town,’ 
‘The Officer and the Lady,’ ‘Blondie 
in Society,’ ‘Ellery Queen and the 
Perfect Crime,’ ‘Mystery Ship,’ ‘The 
Latins From Manhattan,’ ‘Tillie the 
Toiler,’ “The Son of Davy Crockett,’ 
‘King of Dodge City’ and ‘The Spider 
Returns.’ 


| Kayo Standard Picts’ 
Suit vs. Du-Art Labs 


Suit of Standard Pictures Pro- 
ductions, Inc., against Du-Art Film 
Laboratories, Inc., for $50,000 dam- 
ages was dismissed Friday (13) by 
Judge John C. Knox in N. Y. fed- 
eral court. 

Action claimed Du-Art had un- 
lawfully retained the negative, work 
print and accessories of the picture, 
‘The Headleys at Home.’ The action 
asked the return of the picture or 
damages of $50,000. Suit was dis- 
missed for failure to prosecute. 


Must Try ‘Revels’ Suit 


A plea for.sufmary judgment by 
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. and four 
screen writers to dismiss an infring- 
ment suit against them by Jesse 
Solomon was denied Friday (13) by 
Judge Samuel Mandelbaum in N, Y. 
federal court. Action seeks an in- 
junction, accounting of profits and 
damages against- ‘Radio City Revels’. 
Film allegedly was _ plagarized 
from ‘It Goes Through Here,’ play 
written by Solomon, he says. Other 
defendants, all screen writers, are 
Matt Brooks, Eddie Davis, Anthony 
Veiller. and Mortimer Offner. 























Belita Cools Off 


Hollywood, June 17. 
Belita, ice star who got hot enough 
to skate off the lot when Republic 
starred Dorothy Lewis in ‘Ice Ca- 
pades,’ cooled off enough to return 
to the set for a featured specialty. 
Studio diplomacy rearranged the 
varying temperatures of the two 
stars, 


Georgia Drouth 
Hits Theatres 
Hard for Power 


—_— 





Atlanta, June 17. 

Picture theatres throughout this 
area are hard hit this week because 
a state-wide water shortage has 
forced the Georgia Power Co. to 
place all industries it serves on a 
weekly allotment basis, one third of 
normal use. Longest drouth in 37 
years makes the outlook extremely 
discouraging to exhibitors, power 
clampdown socking exhibs hard. 
Several theatres shuttered recently 
including the 2,800-seat Roxy here, 
the 1,500-seat Imperial in Augusta 
and the part-time operation of the 
Bijour in Brunswick. Last named is 
1,000-seat house. 

Actual allotment of power became 
effective at 6 a.m. yesterday (Mon- 
day). While volunteer electricity re- 
duction brought good response in the 
past week, it was deemed not suf- 
ficient to meet the present emer- 
gency. 

With summer weather in full 
swing, this allotment of electricity 
will hit theatres which must depend 
on air-conditioning to attract pa- 
trons. Cooling systems must ~- be 
trimmed so that there is a difference 
of not more than five degrees be- 
tween outdoor and indoor tempera- 
tures. Order also eliminates all 
ornamental signs. 


Agent Has No Rights In 
Film Idea, Court Rules 


An important ruling holding that 
a salesman has no rights in copy- 
righted ideas and that his commis- 
sion as a salesman lets him out of 
any transactions, has been handed 
down by Justice Dennis Cohalan 
in N. Y. supreme court in connec- 
tion with a $7,500 suit by Emerson 
Yorke against Arthur H. Loucks and 
John A. Norling. The court dis- 
missed the action. 

Yorke had claimed he introdudced 
the two defendants to the Chrysler 
Motor Car Co. which paid them to 
make two third-dimensional films, 
the first entitled ‘In Tune With To- 
morrow’ and the second, ‘New Di- 
mensions.’ 

Yorke, who was paid a commission 
on the first, demanded one on the 
second, saying that the basic idea 
was to publicize Chrysler and the 
stories were almost identical. Bert 
Mayers and Harold Sherman of 
Fitelson & Mayers, representing the 
defendants, argued that having been 
paid off for the first picture, as a 
salesman or promoter, the plaintiff 
had no rights in the second picture 
which was made a year later 

The court, agreeing with this con- 
tention, dismissed the suit. 











Decree and War Interest 


Stimulates Newsreel Biz 


Whether it is because of the pend- 
ing enforcement of the Consent De- 
cree, or increased interest in war 
news, the newsreels currently report 
a healthy upturn in business. Pathe, 
Paramount and Universal all report 
improved_revenue from newsreel ac- 
counts, Par particularly noting an 
increased number of exhibitor deals. 

Under terms of the consent decree, 
the newsreels are supposed to be sold 
separately. Under this system, it is 
believed that the reels will be of- 
fered to exhibitors on their merit 
and service in getting the best stories 
out to them first thar as a means of 
leverage in selling features. Under- 
stood that appreciation of this align- 
ment has sent exhibs scurrying to 
contract either the best expensive 
newsreel or the best inexpensive reel. 
Just how the average exhib sizes up 
the different newsreels is not known, 
but it’s reported that Universal, 
which is not sold under the Consent 
Decree, is attracting new business 
because rated as one of the least ex- 








pensive issues. 








WB and Par 


Continued from page 5 


is to hold eastern and western sales 
meetings about that time. That is 
nearly six weeks hence, but Sears 
can see no reason for setting a con- 
vention until the company is ready 
to screen completed product and dis- 
cuss it. 
Flexible Selling 

‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Flight Patrol’ and 
‘Navy Blues,’ plus probable others, 
will be completed by the end of 
July. ‘Kings Row’ and ‘One Foot in 
Heaven,’ also for 1941-42, are among 
pictures about ready to go into pro- 
duction. 

Sears sees no vast or essential dif- 
ference in selling under the decree 
as against the past, but believes that 
the new method of merchandising 
pictures, to be very flexible so far as 
Warners and possibly some others 
are concerned, will tend to improve 
product. When the producer real- 
izes that his pictures must be 
screened before sold, the probable 
result will be that each will be 
‘hand-made’ in Sears’ opinion, with 
the practice of sluffing pictures 
through simply because they've been 
contracted for in advance likely to 
be virtually eliminated. 

Warners’ sales head views the new 
selling as differing less than the 
trade appears to imagine. He points 
out that while.now a company sells 
a blanket contract each picture is 
allocated in accordance with value, 
discussion held concerning dating, 
holdovers, advertising budget to 
cover, etc. He sums it up by indi- 
cating that ‘in dating pictures today 
you're also selling them.’ 


Works Both Ways 

Question of industry resistance to 
terms under decree selling is a 
rather open one, but while Sears be- 
lieves that the average exhibitor 
will probably be quicker to pay 
higher percentages for a big picture 
after viewing it and weighing its 
boxoffice values, on the other hand 
when a film is bad, the same values 
in reverse will also have to be taken 
into account. 

While buyers are in doubt con- 
cerning summer releases generally, 
being unable in some cases to even 
book July releases, WB under its 
policy on deliveries has set a film 
each week through the first week in 
September. These are definite and 
will stand, it is declared, regardless 
of summer heat and any other sea- 
s6nal sacrifices that might be en- 
c@untered. 

Releases and dates are ‘Kisses for 
Breakfast,’ July 5; ‘Bride Came C. O. 
D.,’ July 12; ‘Bullets for O’Hara, 
July 19; ‘Bad Men of Missouri,’ July 
26; “Three Sons o’Guns,’ Aug. 2; 
‘Manpower,’ Aug. 9; ‘Highway West,’ 
Aug. 23, and ‘Dive Bomber,’ Aug. 30. 


Nabe Wins $25,275 From 
UA for Non-Deliveries 


Columbus, June 17. 

Ardmore Amus. Co., owner of the 
nabe Bexley, awarded judgment of 
$25,275 against United Artists by a 
Franklin County common pleas 
court jury. Suit charged breach of 
contract on two different occasions 
as regards to product for delivery in 
spring of 1938. 

Theatre, famed for its twin-audi- 
toriums, has been operated under 
lease for past several months by 
Fred Rowland, local circuit owner. 


Cleaning Up at Mono 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Housecleaning time comes to 
Monogram, where seven features are 
going into production before July 7 
to clean up commitments on the 
present program and get a start on 
the next year’s product. 

Seven to be produced are ‘The 
Rough Riders,’ ‘The Deadly Game,’ 
‘Sweet Sixteen,’ ‘Bowery Blitzkrieg,’ 
‘Dynamite Canyon,’ ‘Night of Horror’ 
and ‘Saddle Mountain Roundup,’ 
first of the Range Busters series for 
the new program. 

















TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, June 17. 


‘Motorcycle Squad’ became ‘Double 
Cross’ at Producers Releasing Corp. 

‘Roaring Frontiers’ is new tag on 
‘A Star on His Saddle’ at Columbia. 

‘New Orleans Blues’ is release 
handle on ‘Hot Nocturne’ at Warners. 

‘The Gentleman Misbehaves’ is re- 
lease tag on  Columbia’s ‘Amateur 
Angel.’ 

‘Shadows of Their Wings’ was 
shifted to ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 








at Warners. 


Mediators Hope 
To Settle Disney 
Walkout Soon 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Although the striking Screen Car- 
toonists Guild yesterday (16) re- 
jected the proposal of Walt Disney 
for peaceful settlement, mediators 
are hopeful of an early end to the 
walkout. Disney execs now are 
studying overture by inkers as a 
counter gesture to the latest com- 
pany move. 

Cartoonists are asking full Guild 
shop and reinstatement of all em- 
ployees as of May 15. Disney pre- 
fers 80-90%. Guild shop, return of 
all workers except Art Babbitt, 
chairman of the Disney unit of SCG, 


An agreement has been reached 
by both factions for appointment of 
an arbitration board to act on all 
dismissals under studio retrench- 
ment plan. Emphasized by Car- 
toonists that Disney would be al- 
lowed under counter proposal to 
hire outside creative artists even 
with full Guild shop. Only require- 
ment would be for inker to join up 
within specified time which is com- 
patible with all Guild studio con- 
tracts. - 

On AFL Unfair List 

The Central Labor Council, after 
trying for two weeks to mediate the 
Disney strike, finally ordered that 
all products of the company be 
placed on the official unfair list of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Harry Sherman, Council president, 
who with J. W. Buzzell and Lew C., 
G. Blix composed the mediation com- 
mittee, issued the following state- 
ment: 

‘Two weeks ago the unions in Hol- 
lywood which are involved in the 
Disney Studio controversy requested 
the Central Labor Council to place 
the Disney Studio and its products 
upon the official unfair list of the 
labor movement. In accordance with 
the rules, this matter was referred 
to the executive board of the Coun- 
cil with power to act, and the board 
appointed a committee which has 
been in almost constant negotiations 
with Disney since that time . .. The 
Council will call upon the American 
Federation of Labor unions through- 
out the United States to refuse to 
attend theatres showing Disney pic- 
tures and to continue to do so until 
such time as the» controversy is 
ended.’ 

The Screen Actors Guild has 
joined other unions in pledging full 
financial and moral support to the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild. Sevéral 
actors, writers and publicity men 
have been marching in the picket 
lines when mass demonstrations were 
staged, 


M.H. HOFFMAN GETTING 
HIS LIBERTY NAT'L SET 


Hollywood, June 17. 


Liberty National Pictures Corp., 
headed by M. H. Hoffman, is lining 
up studio space for 26 pictures to be 
filmed for the 1941-42 program, which 
includes 12 to 18 features to be pro- 
duced by independent  picture- 
makers under franchises. 

Remainder of the schedule will 
probably be produced on the RKO- 
Pathe lot. 


Robinson Moves to M-G 


, Hollywood, June 17. 
Metro borrowed Edward G. Robin- 
son from Warners for ‘The New 
York Story,’ a newspaper yarn, 
slated to start next week. 
Sam Marx produces and Mervyn 
LeRoy directs. 




















Dr. Gallup’s Shorts 


Dr. George Gallup will do the 
commentary and probably be seen 
in ‘Gallup Reviews .. .’ new 
series of shorts based on surveys of 
Gallup’s American . Institute of 
Public Opinion. Briefies will be 
produced by Film Institute, Inc., 
new outfit in the short field. It’s 
headed by Lawrence W. Fox, former 
associate producer at Universal, 
and Edmund Lawrence Dorfman. 
Latter will be in charge of produc- 
tion, 

Columbia is now distributing a 
couple other of his shorts made in- 
dependently. 
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CHURCH BINGO 
BLAMED FOR 
OFF B.0. 


Atlantic City, June 17. 

Bingo games conducted by 
churches were listed among chief 
causes accounting for decline of from 
80-40% in picture business by Allied 
Theatre Owners of New Jersey at 
its 22d annual convention at the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel. The conference 
dis in conjunction with Allied States 
Association of Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors and regional vice-presidents 
of Eastern Seaboard. 

Convening in general _ session 
Saturday (14), the theatre men in a 
discussion led by Lee Newbury, of 
Manasquan, retiring president, 
viewed with alarm the decline in the 
picture business throughout the 
country. 

In addition to bingo and pix shows 
conducted by the churches and 
schools, night baseball games, mo- 
tion pictures at army camps and 
double features were given as 
causes. ' 

The convention tabled endorse- 
ment of a state law limiting motion 
picture programs to 135 minutes on 
grounds it might be another step 
towards state or federal control. It 
pledged cooperation with the govern- 
ment in showing defense and pa- 
triotic reels. 

Harry Lowenstein, of Newark, was 
elected president of the association; 
Morris Miller, of Passaic, vice-presi- 
dent, and Dave Mait, of Little Falls, 
secretary. Ralph Wilkins, of Pit- 
man, was re-elected a v.p.; Dave 
Snapper, of New Brunswick, treas- 
urer; Louis Gold, of Newark and 
Harry Hecht, of Passaic, re-elected 
to the board of directors. 








Navy Town’s Addition 
Bremerton, Wash., June 17. 
Inis Navy town’s newest theatre, 
the Roxy, seating 1,200, opened 
recently with plenty of fanfare. 
This is a B. F. Shearer house. 
Normally around 12,000 pop, Bre- 
merton now has an estimated dou- 
ble that number, due to stepped-up 
Navy yard activities. J. James is 
remodeling an old theatre, to open 
soon, 


Film Biz N.G. 
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Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa.; Sunny- 
brook Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa. New 
England stands like Lake Compounce, 
Conn.; Canobie Lake, New Hamp- 
shire; Jefferson Park, Detroit; Peony 
Park, Omaha, are only a few of the 
dance opportunities that are experi- 
encing heavier b.o. takes than they’ve 
been led to expect by the in and out 
play of the last couple of years. In 
addition there are places like 
West Side Park, Berwick, Pa.; Budd 
Lake, N. J.; Riverside Park, Spring- 
field, Mass., are examples of a string 
of spots who have resumed the use 
of name outfits after being discour- 
aged to the point of getting along 
with strictly local names by poor re- 
sponse to the more expensive ones. 
Hershey Park institutes mid-week 
operation July 9 with Sammy Kaye 
and the 16th with Blue Barron. 


Bookers who have made occasional 
rounds among various spots the past 
few weeks are definitely certain that 
the upswing is due to defense money. 
They point out that while some op- 
erations are finding mid-week dances 
profitable, the major portion are get- 
ting their healthy play on weekends 
because patrons are too tired -from 
overtime and forced draught indus- 
trial schedules to go anywhere, much 
less terping, on weekday nights. 


It’s not unusual for band agencies 
to be short of bands at this time of 
the year, that is bands that mean 
something at the b.o., but it is un- 
usual for them to be almost com- 
pletely sold out on everything they 
have. All of the offices claim that 
they have nothing worthy of men- 
tion to offer for virtually the en- 
tire summer. 

Various roadhouses in the New 
York area are doing heavy biz, too, 
and in all kinds of weather. Satur- 
day night (14) Charlie Spivak’s band 
crowded -1,510 patrons into Glen 
Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
cracking the spot’s Saturday rec- 
ord. Vaughn Monroe, at Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N.J., gave that 
spot its biggest opening night last 
week (11) and on Friday (13), with 
rain coming down in sheets, played 
to over 1,300. Rustic Cabin, with 
Alvino Rey, is doing equally well, in 
fact, the spot is now in the throes 
of enlarging its capacity to 1,700. 
Blue Gardens, Armonk, N.Y., is do- 
ing well with Carl Hoff’s new band 
and Log Cabin, also in Armonk, had 
a very satisfying stretch with Gray 
Gordon. Teddy Powell replaces Rey 
at Rustic Cabin, July 4, 
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cmt” MUSIC HALL 
‘SHE KNEW ALL THE 


ANSWERS’ 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Helm Retained as Biz Rep 


Hollywood, June 17. 


L. C. Helm has been unamiously 
reelected business representative and 
recording and corresponding secre- 
tary of Studio Utility Employees 
Local 724. 

Other officers reelected without 
| opposition are Matt More, president; 
Von Bruan, vice-prexy, and H. C. 
Rohrbach, financial secretary. 























NEW SHOW BIZ BINGO GYP 





EXPOSE SHREW 
THEATRE RACKET 


Gang Nabbed in Syracuse 
Had Clever Ruse to Mulct 
Exhibitors — Worked it 
Coast-to-Coast 





SUCCESSFUL TAKE 





Syracuse, June 17. 

Syracuse film house managers, 
blitzkrieged to the extent of $3,000 
in a new bingo racket, are still 
blinking their eyes and wondering 
what it’s all about while their cus- 
tomers, instead of happily shouting, 
‘Bingo!’ are loudly crying ‘fake.’ 

Arrest of a gang and conviction of 
two men who admittedly ‘took’ Syra- 
cuse bingo houses for $3,000 in little 
more than a week hasn’t stilled the 
clamor. Police, too, are in a quan- 
dary. The two ringleaders paid $500 
fines after their conviction and re- 
ported that their racket was spread 
throughout the country. But the 
gang still walked off with $2,000 
profit and it appears neither the 
police nor the house managers can 
do anything further. 


Ten days of investigation was cli- 
maxed when six persons were taken 
into custody. After all the facts had 
been freely admitted, four of the 
gang were released. The other two, 
Calvin Silber and Walter Brannan, 
both of Cincinnati, pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to defraud Albert Gil- 
bert, operator of the Brighton Thea- 
tres, out of an automobile in a bingo 
game. 

The gang’s plan—which they said 
was being widely employed in the 
west and which they had worked out 
in Ohio after buying the necessary 
equipment there — was _ simple. 
Equipped with a variety of bingo 
cards of all types and colors, a small 
printing press and paste-down num- 
bers, part of the gang established it- 
self in a car near the theatre. Two 
members would enter the house. 
One obtained the type of card being 
used in the evening’s game and 
joined his companions in the car. 

As the numbers were called off, 
the group in the car prepared and 
pasted slips of papers bearing the 
proper number in the blank spaces 
of the card. When next to the last 
number on the card was called, the 
card was rushed into the theatre 
and passed to the player therein. 
Armed wih a handful of numbers, 
he pasted on the last one as it was 
called and shouted ‘Bingo.’ 

That the gang had done well was 
indicated by the elaborate camp at 
a nearby lake where it was resid- 
ing, and by the fact they had won 
three new cars and $600 in cash in 
less than two weeks. 





Bingo Rap Appeal 
Chardon, O., June 17. 

Motion for a new trial has been 
filed by attorneys of L. M. Smith, 
owner of the Geauga theatre, Char- 
don, who was found guilty by a jury 
last week (11) on a gambling charge 
as result of operating a cash night. 
The lawyers charged misconduct of 
Prosecutor Harold K. Bostwick, say- 
ing, ‘Bostwick minimized the offense 
charged against the defendant to the 
jury and in argument told the jury 
that the defendant would not be 
placed in jail or imprisoned, that he 
did not know just what sentences 
the court would impose, but that he 
knew the defendant would not be 
deprived of his liberty, would not 
be placed in jail, thereby indicating 
to the jury that there was no im- 
prisonment attached to the penalty 
for the commission of such crime, all 
of which is contrary to law and to 
all of which the defendant ex- 
cepted.” The Geauga theatre gave 
nightly cash awards totaling $425. 

Sentence was deferred by Common 


Pleas Judge Harlan Sperry pending 


the appeal. 


” 


Giveaways, Once a 


‘Must’ in Philly, 
Slowly Disappear in Film Theatres 





Philadelphia, June 17. 


Giveaways — dishes, dresserware, 
linens, spoons, ete.—once considered 
a must by operators of Philly nabes, 
are slowly disappearing from the 
film scene here. Only three houses 
on the Stanley-Warner circuit now 
feature the gimmicks out of the 35 
or 40 which had them a year ago. 
Even the indies are cutting down 
gradually. Exhibs claim the interest 
in the premiums has been waning of 
late. 

A manager of a house in West 
Philly said that many patrons refuse 
to take the dish of the night. Others 
take them and leave them behind in 
the theatre. Some start to collect 
the dish sets, getting the larger 
pieces, then neglect to show up at 
the theatre when the small stuff, salt 
shakers and the like, are on tap. 

An official of the Warner chain 
explained that managers have been 
ordered to build up their programs 
via shorts, better exploitation, etc. 
The only houses in the circuit still 
handing the come-ons to their cus- 
tomers are the Ogontz, Forum and 
Liberty—the latter two In an indus- 
trial area. Even these houses intend 





to drop the premiums in the near 
future. é 





Court Okays Cash 


Giveaways on Coast 


Los Angeles, June 17. 

Film theatres in Orange County 
are permitted to hand out cash 
prizes, under a ruling by Judge 
Cameron in the case of five Fox 
West Coast-Arthur chain houses, 
charged with conducting lotteries. 
Court decided that the giveaway was 
not a lottery because the general 
public was not prevented from regis- 
tering in the weekly cash drawings, 
whether it paid admission fees or 
not. 

Theatres involved in the case were 
the Broadway and West Coast in 
Santa Ana, the Fox and Anaheim in 
Anaheim and the Fox in Fullerton. 





Butterfield’s. Newest 
Detroit, June 17. 
Butterfield Circuit has opened its 
new Michigan, in Traverse City, re- 
sort center in northern Michigan, 


The new house brings the chain’s - 


houses close to the 120 mark. 
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powerful figures 


pealed the verdict. 


The Rise and Fall of 
JOSEPH SCHENCK 


HE Rise and Fali of Joseph Schenck is a discordant 

Symphony in Gee Whiz! on the Horatio Alger theme. 
From rags to riches—and where next? One of the most 
in the moving-picture 
Schenck is facing prison. When he was on trial in the 
federal courts of New York, Will H. Hays, czar of Holly- 
wood, guardian of the cinematographic moralities, took the 
stand as a character witness. So did Charlie Chaplin and 
many others. Yet Mr. Schenck was convicted; he has ap- 


industry, Joe 


Between the long-ago time when Joe Schenck and his 
family arrived here from Russia and the rendering of 
this verdict by an American jury, this story of an immi- 
grant’s rise to wealth and power and service was acted 
out on a melodramatic stage. Joe was there when the 
movies were first gathering themselves together into a 
get-rich-quick crazy quilt. He married one of the brightest 
stars, Norma Talmadge—and then lost her to a younger 
man. The President of the United States called him Joe. 
It was that same Joe who thought up the March of Dimes 
idea for the infantile-paralysis fund—Joe Schenck, 
accused of cheating his government! 


now 


“Yes, I was guilty—of carelessness, and nothing else,” 
he told Alan Hynd., What happened to this man? 
difficult climb up the ladder his feet did not visibly falter; 
not until he was on the topmost rung did his foot slip. 

Behind the tale your newspapers told of all this there 
is another story—what might be called the case history 
of Joseph Schenck. To get at the facts, Alan Hynd has 
talked to Schenck’s friends and to his enemies. More, for 
days on end, he has talked with Schenck himself. 

Did Mr. Schenck, before he laid the foundations of his 
first fortune, sell opium to the Chinese? Mr. Schenck ad- 
mits he did just that. But it was not illegal to do so in those 
days. He told Mr. Hynd all about it—and much more. Not 
a whitewash, and certainly not an attack, the story of 
The Rise and Fall of Joseph Schenck, which begins in 
Liberty this week, is a candid character study—one of the 
most interesting that Liberty has ever published. 


*Excerpt from an editorial by Fulton Oursler 
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Weber Tells Mutual Affiliates 
Wheeling Steel Goes To NBC As 





Wheeling Steel Co. has cancelled 
its Sunday matinee musical show on 
Mutual as of June 29 and will use 
an NBC-blue hookup this fall. NBC 
is due to get the actual order from 
Wheeling, Monday (23). Fred 
Weber, MBS general manager, last 
week sent a memorandum to Mu- 
tual affiliates explaining the circum- 
stances which lead up to the can- 
cellation. The memo follows: 

‘You will hear many conflicting 
stories on Wheeling Steel’s cancel- 
lation on Mutual after the broadcast 
of June 29, 1941. The facts are fur- 
ther demonstration of the control 
NBC exercises over its affiliates, 
especially in markets where there is 
only one satisfactory station. 

‘This is the case with WWVA, 
Wheeling, recently transferred from 
Columbia supplementary and added 
to basic Blue in the Blue’s attempt 
to serve Pittsburgh’s market area 
when WCAE gces Mutual and 
KDKA goes Red. Two weeks be- 
fore Mutual completed its Mutual- 
ASCAP agreement, the advertising 
manager of Wheeling Steel wrote 
Mutual stating that he hoped the 
deal was completed. However, 
when the deal was completed he 
chose to eliminate ASCAP music 
from his programs. He was re- 
quested to use ASCAP and all 
other music so as to broadcast the 
best possible program. He then 
stated that he agreed with WWVA., 
which is under influence from NBC, 
not to use any ASCAP music, and 
since WWVA originated the show 
he was going to restrict the music 
from all stations at WWVA’s re- 
quirement. 

‘He was then told that WWVA 
could feed Mutual under clearance 
at the source without an individual 
station license. Then at least two 
stations affiliated with Mutual and 
other networks wired they would 
mot carry Wheeling with ASCAP 
music even with infringement ex- 
emption. Wheeling’s advertising 
manager was then acquainted with 
the boycott aspects of the incident. 
This was resented by him and 
caused his cancellation order, be- 
cause he agreed with WWVA to fol- 
low NBC’s policy and use Mutual 
lines to impress stations with the 
absence of ASCAP music on a 
Mutual music program’ 


FORD SUMMER SINGERS 
RECEIVE $500 ° FEE 


Hilda Burke, Eleanor Steber, so- 
pranos, and Leonard Warren, bari- 
tone, all of the Met, have been set 
for the Ford Summer Evening hour. 
Warren goes on July 6, Miss Steber 
= July 13, and Miss Burke on Aug. 

All get the same fee, $500. 








Anti-ASCAP Political Strategy 


JOE STAUFFER SHIFTS 


Goes from Young & Rubicam to 
Kenyon & Eckhardt in N.Y. 








Hollywood, June 17. 

Joe Stauffer is leaving Young & 
Rubicam as Coast radio director to 
head the radio department for Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt in New York. Likely 
that Tom Lewis will come west to 
head up Y & R radio activities so 
as to be with the missus, Loretta 
Young. 

After graduating from West Point 
and passing a year with the U. S. 
cavalry, Stauffer joined Y & R in 
1924 as producer of shows for Gen- 
eral Foods, Bordens, Colgate, Pack- 
ard and other agency accounts. He 
was moved to Hollywood in 1936 
to produce the Packard show and a 
year later became talent buyer for 
the outfit’s Coast programs. Two 
years later he was made manager 
of the Hollywood office upon the 
elevation of Tom Harrington to head 
of Y & R radio department. 

Tyler Davis is leaving Kenyon & 
Echardt as of Aug. 1. He has been 
the agency’s radio director for five 
years. 


Elisabeth Rethberg Of 
Metropolitan Opera To 
Sing on WOR, New York 


Elisabeth Rethberg will appear 
with Alfred Wallenstein orchestra 
for a series of 10 broadcasts starting 
July 11 on WOR, New York. The 
Metropolitan soprano will sing one 
a week with the program scheduled 
for every Friday from 9:30-10 p.m. 

Programs will consist of recitals 
containing Lieder, French, Italian 
songs and operatic arias. Michael De 
Pace, personal representative and 
manager of the singer, set the deal. 


SANTA BARBARA MEET 
MAY HEAR BLACKETT 


Hollywood, June 17. 

, Radio will have its day July 1 at 
four-day convention of Pacific Ad- 
vertising Club Ass’n at Santa Bar- 
bara beginning June 29. Donald W. 
Thornburgh, CBS Coast chieftain, as 
chairman of the radio departmental, 
is lining up speakers and has a 
tentative promise from Hill Blackett, 
agency exec, to do a turn on the 
rostrum. 

Networks will be represented at 
the conclave by Thornburgh, Harry 
Witt and George Moskovics, CBS; 
Don Gilman, Syd Dixon, Tracy 
Moore and Bob McAndrews, NBC, 
and Louis Ailen Weiss and Wib 
Eickelberg, Don Lee-Mutual. 




















; Name-Studded Treasury Program 





‘Info, Please’ Skit Lined Up Plus Grace Moore, 
Laughton, Rooney-Garland—Ai Goodman Orch 





Lineup for the first ‘Millions For 
Defense’ program, the Treasury De- 
partment’s series in the Texaco-do- 
nated hour Wednesday nights on 
CBS, includes Secretary Henry Mor- 
genthau, Jr., an ‘Information, 
Please’ skit with Clifton Fadiman, 
John Kieran, Franklin P. Adams and 
Oscar Levant, Grace Moore, and 
from Hollywood, Charles Laughton, 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland. 
Fred Allen will m.c. first show and 
Al Goodman will direct a 25-piece 
orchestra and a 12-voice chorus. 
Larry Elliott will announce. No tal- 
ent is definitely set for subsequent 
shows. 


Herman Wouk is scripting the pro- 
gram, with Earle McGill directing. 
Howard Dietz is lining up film 
names, with Paul Munroe, repre- 
senting the Buchanan agency, for 
Texaco. Al Goodman will continue 
as musical director and Connie Ernst 
will assist in obtaining guests in the 
east. 

All names on the show will con- 
tribute their services, but musicians 
and all routine performers will be 
paid AFM or AFRA scale. 





Scott Colton From Films 
Now Spiels at WHN, N.Y. 


Don Ameche’s_radio-to-pictures 
route is reversed by Scott Colton, 
new addition to the announcing staff 
of WHN, New York. Spieler was in 
films for several years, but came 
east to appear in Jack Kirkland’s 
legit production, ‘I Must Love Some- 
one.’ 

He entered a regular announcer 
audition at WHN last week to win 
the mike assignment. 


Royal Baking at Elks 


| Standard Brands has shifted its 
Royal Baking Powder account to 
Sherman K. Ellis, which already 
handled the Royal Gelatine desserts 
and Royal puddings accounts. Bak- 
ing Powder account was formerly 
handled by McCann-Erickson. 
Company is at present using oc- 
casional spot radio only as supple- 
ment to publication advertising. 














Premieres 





June 21 
‘America, the Free,’ musical 
series sponsored by Anacin, 


10:30-11 am. (with 1:30 p.m. 
repeat) Saturdays on NBC-Red 
(WEAF), originating in New 
York. Blackett - Sample - Hum- 
mert is the agency. Talent in- 
cludes Victor Arden orchestra 
and chorus. 
June 23 

‘Front Page Farrell,’ serial 
sponsored by Anacin, 1:30-1:45 
p.m., Monday-through-Friday on 
WOR-Mutual, originating in 
New York.  Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert is the agency. Talent 
not set. 


LEVERS WANT 
TO HEAR ‘EM 
ALL 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is still scouting 
around for a program to go into the 
half-hour which it has bought for 
Lever Bros. on the NBC-Red’s Sat- 
urday morning schedule and another 
show to replace ‘Big Town’ on CBS 
during the summer. Starting date 
for the Red show is July and for the 
replacement July 9. The stanza will 
plug Rinso and Spry. 

Some 14 shows have already been 
submitted to Lever Bros. for the two 
spot. This is in line with the Lever 








that’s available so that the board in 
Boston which does the picking won't 
regret later it had overlooked a good 
bet that might have been had at the 
time. 





More Family Cycle As 
‘Date With Joanie’ Is Set 
As Hope Replacement 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Cued by the success of folksy 
family programs, Lord & Thomas 
will try out a carbon, ‘A Date With 
Joanie,’ in the Bob Hope spot this 
summer. Bill Lawrence, producer 
for Hope, stays on as producer. 

Auditions are now under way, 
with Paul McGrath, New York stage 
player, and Ann Gillis, filmite, fa- 
vored for lead roles. Summer sesh 
tees up June 24 from NBC in Holly- 
wood. 


1,800 AT PICNIC OF 
WLW’S MAILBAG CLUB 


Cincinnati, June 17. 

WLW’s seventh annual picnic for 
members of its Mailbag club, held 
Saturday (14) in Sharon Woods, 
muny park, set a new attendance 
high. More than 1,800 Mailbaggers 
from 30 chapters in 10 mid-west 
states were present. Among them 
were numerous physically handi- 
capped men and women, some on 
crutches and in wheelchairs. They 
brought their own baskets of lunch. 
The station furnished soft drinks, 
ice cream and confections. 

Entertainment was provided at the 
outing by these Crosley staffers: 
Happy Hal O’Halloran, Thrasher 
Sisters, Paul Arnold, Lucille Norman, 
Ronnie Mansfield, Jack Fulton and 
Arthur Chandler, Jr. They and Bill 
Aughenbaugh, Mailbag program en- 
gineer, were luncheon guests of 
Mailbaggers, 














Old Orchard as Usual 
For Fred Allen’s Loaf 


When Fred Allen completes his 
Texaco series with the June 25 
broadcast and does his guest mc.. 
assignment on the first Treasury De- 
partment program the following 
week (2) in the same Wednesday 
night spot on CBS, he’ll head im- 
mediately for his place in Old Or- 
chard, Me., to spend the summer. 
He has no other plans and not even 
a vague idea of any new Hollywood 
deal. 

Fall series for Texaco starts Oct. 
‘1, probably with virtually the same 
setup as at present. 





Lynchburg, Va. — Edward Dale 
Skotch, from WLS, WGN, WBBM, 





Procter & Gamble’s Radio Spending 
For 1941 at Rate of $10,000,000: 
Various Program Shifts Pend 





MORE QUIZZEROO 


Gulf Uses WGR Locals With Kids 
Vs. Adult Climax 








Buffalo, June 17. 

Gult Gas, through Young & Rubi- 
cam, has just taken an across-the- 
board quiz strip on WGR and is 
papering the town with posters to 
‘send in your queries for cash.’ Strip 
airs at 6 p.m. using two separate 
query shows that were on the sta- 


tion for a couple of years. Monday 
and Wednesday spot is filled with 
‘Stump Us’ using kid experts headed 
by Jack Gelzer. Tuesday and 
Thursday it’s revival of ‘What’s the 
Answer?’ with adult board. 

On Fridays the kids and grown- 
ups sit down together to answer. 


Lombardo Booking Snag 
Adjusted; Colgate Show 
Saturdays Until Aug. 2 


Guy Lombardo’s mixup with Lady 
Esther and Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
has been adjusted, and the band is 








policy of wanting to hear everything | now set to switch sponsors at the 


end of July. Tangle resulted from 
Music Corp. of America, Lombardo’s 
agent, giving both companies ex- 
clusive contracts for the band. 
Until the matter was ironed out last 
week, there was a possibility that 
both firms might sponsor the outfit 
at least through July. 

Band’s present Monday night se- 
ries for Lady Esther winds up with 
the July 28 broadcast. Show for Col- 
gate toothpaste starts Aug. 2 and 
will be heard with a slightly revised 
format Saturday nights on CBS. In 
the meantime, C-P-P will continue 
its ‘Colgate Spotlight’ and ‘City 
Desk’ series, but will move them 
from Thursday night to 8 o’clock and 
8:30, respectively, Saturday nights 
on CBS, effective July 5. Thus the 
account will get away from the 
Thursday night competition on NBC- 
Red (WEAF). 

‘Spotlight’ stays on the air only 
until the Lombardo show switches to 
C-P-P. Then it folds and the band- 
leader takes over the 8 p.m. Satur- 
day spot. ‘City Desk’ will continue, 
having just been renewed for an ad- 
ditional 13 weeks with the same 
writer-director-cast setup. Ted Bates 
is the agency for C-P-P. Pedlar & 
Ryan, the agency for Lady Esther, 
has not yet chosen a replacement 
show for that account. 





Ellis Attebury, manager of KCKN, 
Kansas City, to the hospital Monday 
to leave his tonsils. 


Procter & Gamble will spend 
about $10,000,000 in radio during 
1941, according to present indica- 
tions. Budget is constantly subject 
to revision, but in view of the sev- 
eral program cancellations of last 
April, the year’s expenditures are 
expected to total $700,000-$900,000 


less than the 1940 figure of $10,900,- 
000. This is still nearly double the 
amount spent by the next largest 
sponsor. Budgets for 1942, now be- 
ing readied, will not be approved 
until early fall. 


Company’s previous decision to 
drop ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ per- 
manently several weeks ago has 
since been reversed and the pres- 
ent intention is to bring the show 
back in the fall, again for Drene 
shampoo. In addition P. & G. is 
considering taking over sponsorship 
of ‘The Bartons,’ NBC blue (WJZ) 
sustainer serial originating in’ Chi- 
cago. That would be for some other 
product, 


There is also a possibility that 
Benton & Bowles will launch a new 
evening show for Ivory snow, start- 
ing in the fall. In that case, ‘Mary 
Marlin,’ now plugging the same 
product Monday-through-Friday on 
NBC red (WEAF), with an after- 
noon repeat on CBS, would discon- 
tinue either of the network spreads. 
It is definitely slated to stick on one 
hookup, however. 


P. & G. still hasn’t decided on the 
show it will buy to add to its ex- 
ploitation for DUZ. Distribytion for 
the product is rapidly being ex- 
tended, which was the reason ‘Lone 
Journey’ was dropped in the east 
and now is heard only in the mid- 
west and west to plug Dreft. ‘Gold- 
bergs,’ now aired for Duz on NBC 
red (WEAF) and a repeat on CBS, 
will probably drop the latter when 
a new serial is bought for the prod- 
uct. However, its station spread 
will be expanded on the one network 
when it is taken off the other. 
‘Bachelor’s Children’ is still a possi- 
bility as the additional show for 
Duz. 

Regarding P. & G.’s entry into the 
evening spot field, there has been 
no decision on how much is to be 
spent or on what networks or sta- 
tions, or in what localities it will be 
placed. Idea is to buck the Lever 
Bros. campaign for Swan soap. 


GODFREY ON ALBERS 
DISCS FOR PACIFIC 


Carnation Albers Milling Co. is 
using Arthur Godfrey on disc among 
west coast stations. It’s on the basis 
of two morning periods a week. 

Erwin, Wasey & Co. is the agency. 














O'Neill's ‘Ah, Wilderness’ For Dupont? 





Deal Pends With Transamerican — Would Replace 
‘Cavalcade of America’ Program 


7% 
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Ted Bates Agency Stock 
Increased to 1,100 Shares 


Albany, N. Y., June 17. 

Ted Bates, Inc., with principal of- 
fices in New York, has increased its 
capital stock from 100 to 1,100 shares, 
no par value. 

Papers to this effect have been 
filed in Albany by Attorney A. L. 
Davis of New York City. 


Jerry Lester Catching On 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Jerry Lester rates the best chance 
at this time of landing as a regular 
on Kraft Music Hall. Agency and 
sponsor were impressed with his two 
guests shots and he was signed for 
at least three more. After taking 
time out for five weeks of stage ap- 
pearances, he returns for further air 
bookings. 

Several comics who were to be 
tried out during the summer stanza 
will likely be discarded if Lester 











Chicago, joins WSLS in Roanoke. 


maintains his present favoritism. 





Serialization of Eugene O’Neill’s 
‘Ah, Wilderness’ may replace ‘Caval- 
cade of America’ next month in Du- 
Pont’s Monday night spot on the 
| NBC-Red. Question which has to be 
| settled before B.B.D. & O., agency on 
| the account, can close with Trans- 
american for the production is 
whether a name actor is to be en- 
gaged for the lead. Among the names 
under consideration are Lionel 
Barrymore, Walter Huston, Raymond 
Massey and Fredric March. If the 
name angle is passed up the lead 
will probably go to Ray Collins, 
who has done much work on the 
stage, air and screen with Orson 
Welles, 
| Transamerican will produce the 
| Show in any event and it is under- 
| stood that the scripts will be high- 
| lighted by.-an Americanism theme 
and deal with the current American 
scene, 





| 








David C. Teague joined the CBS 
press staff in New York last week. 
|He comes from the Chicago Times, 
| where Louis Ruppel, head of the de- 
partment, used to work. 








—34 — 























—34 — 




















Wednesday, June 18, 1941 


RADIO 25 





‘PUBLIC IS SA 








Ex-Stock Company Pair Rears Family 
Of Pacific Coast Radio Actors 


a 





San Francisco, June 17. 

Jack and Edna Edwards, ex-stock 
actors now radio, have teamed with 
their three children to doa real- 
life family series. Among the five 
members of the household, they par- 
ticipate in a sizeable share of all net- 
work dramatic shows here and in 
Los, Angeles. 

Principal show, “The Edwards,’ is 
heard over an NBC Coast hookup 
Wednesdays. Family also has a lo- 
cally-sponsored ‘Building a House’ 
weekly stanza based on their actual 
construction of a model home. In ad- 
dition, the two sons appear weekly 
in ‘One Man’s Family’ from Holly- 
wood, while one of the boys and the 
daughter also do ‘Hawthorne House’ 
from here Mondays. Jack, Jr., does 
‘I Love a Mystery’ from Hollywood 
on Mondays and Jack, Sr., does spot 
dramatic assignments on a number 
of locally-produced programs. 

The Edwards met and were married 
while playing in stock. They first 
did radio work in 1926, over WIOD, 
Miami, during a tour of their own 
legit musical. Family first appeared 
together in a radio serial, ‘Adven- 
tures of Sonny and Buddy,’ which 
debuted in San Antonio and was 
brought to the Coast under sponsor- 
ship of a bread company. All the 
family have ppeared in films, but 
never together. 


PLAN SYMPATHY 
GESTURE FOR 
BBC DEAD 


Following publication in _ last 
week’s Variety of the first full list 
of war casualties among the staff 
of the British Broadcasting Corp. 
a movement was started at the Mu- 
tual network, which carries many of 
the BBC programs, to devise some 
tangible token of respect and sym- 
pathy for the BBC’s honor roll. Idea 
at the moment is to have Raymond 
Gram Swing, who is going to Lon- 
don for some White Owl news- 
easts in July, be the bearer. 

A tentative committee is mulling 
the problem and the most gracious 
and practical way to solve it. This 
committee includes Alfred J. Mc- 
Cosker, Fred Weber, W. E. Mac- 
farlane and Lester Gottlieb, of Mu- 
tual; Wick Crider, of J. Walter 
Thompson agency; T. E. Kennedy, 
of the New York Times, and Rob- 
ert J. Landry, of VARIETY. 











Bob Trendler Replaces 
Stokes at WGN, Chicago 


Chicago, June 17. 

Bob Trendler becomes director of 
the WGN dance orchestra replacing 
Harold Stokes. 
active in Chicage radio for several 
years, primarily as an _ arranger, 
choral director and pianist. 

He was formerly chief arranger 
for WLW, Cincinnati. 


Camels May Use Mutual 


William Esty agency is talking to 
the Mutual Network about spotting 
a half-hour program for Camel 
cigarets, 

It would make the first piece of 
Camel business on that web. 











HARTLEY AS NAVY P. A. 

Jack Hartley, assistant to Abe 
Schechter in the news and special 
events department of NBC, has joined 
the public relations staff of the Navy 
Department in Washington. Arthur 
Feldman, another assistant, has moved 
up to assume Hartley’s duties. 

Maynard Stilt has been shifted 
from NBC publicity to succeed Feld- 
man, 








Trendler has been | 


| 
| 


| 
| 





Mindling Stays at CBS; 
MCA has 3 More V.P.’s 
As Result of Takeover 


Refusing to return to Music Corp. 
of America, from whence he'd only 
recently gone over to CBS as aide to 
Herb Rosenthal, executive v.p. of the 
Artists Bureau, Lou Mindling is re- 
maining at Columbia under v.p. Bill 
Lewis in the program department. 
The MCA takeover of CBS Artists 
includes almost the entire person- 
nel but Mindling preferred to con- 
tinue in the production end of radio, 
rather than agenting as he had been 
with MCA, 

Incidentally, the MCA-CBS deal 
adds three vice presidents to Music 
Corp. of America, two of them from 
Columbia, Herb Rosenthal and Jack 
Bertell. From within MCA, Bart 
McHugh, Jr., has been upped to v.p. 
The other v.p.s are Bill Goodheart, 
Sonny Werblin and Hal Hackett. 

J. C. Stein is prez; the still ailing 
Billy Stein is first v.p. and Charlie 
Miller, brother-in-law to the Stein 
brothers, is sec-treas. 








MCA in Columbia Square 
Hollywood, June 17. 

Music Corp. moved in at Colum- 
bia Square yesterday (Mon.) and 
took over Columbia Management of 
California, affiliate of Columbia Art- 
ists. Offices will be retained for an- 
other 60 or 90 days and then va- 
cated for a concentration of activities 
at MCA’s Bevhills quarters. 

Retained by MCA from the Co- 
lumbia setup are Rudolph Polk, Sam 
Armstrong and Amory Eckley of the 
sales staff, and several secretaries. 
William Forbes, manager of Colum- 
bia Management,-returns to his for- 
mer berth at CBS as aide to Donald 
W. Thornburgh, Coast head, relieving 
Hal Hudson, given the post of pro- 
gram service manager for CBS Coast 
network. Of Management's staff of 
10, all were taken care of except 
one, who resigned. 





(While the formal consummation of 
the MCA-CBS talent merger isn’t ef- 
fective for another 60 days or so, 


CAYS FLY THINKS 
‘SUCCESS’ EVIL 


Columbia President Before 
Senate Committee Monday 
and Tuesday — Mark Eth- 
ridge Refusal to Explain 
His ‘Political Favoritism’ 
Charges at St. Louis Con- 
vention Angers Senator 


Tobey 





DISMAL VIEW 





Washington, June 17. 
‘Come on, damn you, give us the 
facts! Get down to brass tacks,’ 


This impatient remark flung by 
Senator Tobey, of New Hampshire, 
at Mark Ethridge, Louisville news- 
Paperman and broadcaster, was a 
highlight last Friday (13) at the 
U.S. Senate committee on Interstate 
Commerce hearings on the resolu- 
tion of Wallace White, Maine Re- 
publican, which would set up an in- 
vestigation of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 


Ethridge himself made the ar- 


TISFIED~PA 





LEY 





‘Anacin, First of NY. Hummert Accts. 
To Use Mutual, Begins June 23 





Subway Fall Seriously 
Injures ‘Princess Narda’ 
Of ‘Mandrake’ Serial 


Francesca Lenni, who plays Prin- 
cess Narda in the recorded ‘Man- 
drake the Magician,’ was critically 
| injured Sunday night (15) when she 
| was struck by a subway train in the 
| 72d street IRT subway station, New 
York. Physicians at Roosevelt hos- 
pital, N.Y., said yesterday (Tues- 
day) that the actress suffered a frac- 
tured leg and internal injuries. 

Circumstances of Miss Lenni’s in- 
jury are confused. She was said to 
be returning home after a date with 
Ross Evans, a radio writer. 

‘Mandrake’ is heard Monday, Wed- 
nesday and Friday evenings locally 
over WOR, New York, under Purity 
Bakeries Service Corp. sponsorship. 
Show is recorded by the Henry Sou- 
vaine office, two weeks in advance, 
so Miss Lenni’s absence will not 
effect the program for that long. No 
decision has yet been reached on 








whether to substitute another ac- 
tress for her or write the Princess 


resting statement that Chairman 
James L. Fly, held an unconcealed 


(Continued on page 32) pending her recovery. 


WORDS WIN WARS 











continuing spectacle of radio broadcasters and commentators 
+ being publicly ‘accused’ of the crime of being pro-British when 
the official policy of the United States is frankly and completely 


don’t get all they want in choice free time from networks or 
local stations they make this ‘accusation.’ Networks and sta- 
tions have on the whole been scrupulously, conspicuously and 
painfully fair in allotting time for the different viewpoints. Not 
only do they seem to get small thanks and plenty of sneers from 
the anti-British propagandists but they are placed in the fan- 
tastic position of having to defend themselves of their private 





already both units are cooperating 
and coordinating. Each calls on the, 
other right along for talent, man-| 
power and general alignment of 
bookings for immediate and through- 
the-summer radio, nitery and kin- 
dred shows, until both units are 
physically merged in August.—Ed.) | 


Seeds Has Mennen’s Talc, 
Orders NBC Half Hour 


Russell M. Seeds, Chicago agency, 
had obtained the radio end of the 
Mennen’s account and it had given 
the NBC-Red an order in behalf of 
Mennen for the Thursday 10:30-11 | 
p.m, period for the fall. The pro- | 
gram will plug Mennen’s talcum 
brand. 

Tentative starting date is Oct. 9 | 
but the question has come up as to | 
what the network will do with the | 
‘Good Neighbor’ series now in i -at 
spot. NBC had frozen the period 
for the sustainer and the problem 
meanwhile facing it is the finding 
of another evening spot. 

H. M. Kiesewetter agency had 
previously handled all of Mennen’s 
radio biz. 


Writers Rap MCA Deal . 


Hollywood, June 17. 

A resolution protesting transfer of 
clients by Columbia Artists Bureau 
to MCA without consulting the af- 
fected air writers was adopted Mon- 
day (16) by the Radio Writers Guild 
here. 

Donald Thornburgh, CBS headman 
on Coast, was handed resolution with 
request RWG members be given the 
privilege of breaking off with Co- 
lumbia before deal is consummated. 




















| making a mockery out of free specch. 
| confuse must please the enemies of the United States. 


thoughts or opinion on the charge that they may agree with 
the foreign policy of their country. What insanity! 


Common sense strongly suggests that American radio can- 
not much longer continue the farce of pretended ‘neutrality’ 
in a country frankly devoted to ‘non-belligerency.’ 


ernment and the policy of the latter must, in the pinch, be the 
policy of the former. 

There has been full-to-bursting discussion of the lend-lease 
bill, convoys and foreign policy. Nobody can deny that. The 





networks have kept careful records and have balanced the 


spokesmen of each side. They have little to fear. 





Surely there arrives a point of absurdity when discussions 
that have droned on month after month must be resolved, right 
or wrong, wisely or unwisely. [ndless footnotes and post- 
mortems and second-guessing to the discussions may end by 
A policy of divide-and- 
A par- 
ticipation (unwittingly and reluctantly, of course) in such a 
continuing policy cannot please the radio industry. 

Words, the savants inform us, won the last war and lost the 
peace. Most of the words this time are uttered over the radio 
and the analysis of what has been said, and why, will go on for 
a generation. 
all—of the radio-heard propagandists words are a method for 
helping the Nazis win the war and making American taxpayers 
pay for the peace. 


Perhaps now is a good moment to underline a startling word- 
difference between this radio-argued war and the last pre-radio 
war. It is part of the modern trick of using disarming, inno- 
cent-seeming words that none of the spokesmen who demand 
and get much free radio time are ever pro-German. They are 


not for Germany, just against Germany’s enemies. It’s a subtle. 


distinction that will not be lost upon future historians. 





Which side is supposed to win this war? Who doesn’t want | 


England to win? Why are we taxing ourselves until it hurts? 


Narda character out of the script | 


There is something both ridiculous and unwholesome in the’ 


pro-British. Every time anti-British elements in this country | 


The | 
people's airwaves have some relationship to the people’s gov- | 


: . ° . . | 
Certainly it is obvious that for some—but not 


_ 4 


Mutual Network has obtained its 
first piece of business from the New 
York end of the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency. It’s one of the 
American Home Product brands, 
Anacin, and the order is for five 
quarter-hours a week, starting June 
23. Spot will be 1:30-1:45 p.m. It 
| is understood that the placing of the 
| serial, whose title is ‘Front Page Far- 
rell,’ will be in the nature of a test 
|}and that if the returns are satisfac- 
tory the network will receive con- 
| tracts on other AHP and Sterling 
| Products brands. 

From the Chicago B-S-H office 
Mutual has three half hours on the 
‘Lone Ranger’ (General Mills) and 
five quarter hours on ‘Capt. Mid- 
night’ (Ovaltine). Discussions are 
also on for the ‘Jack Armstrong’ se- 
rial (General Mills). 


NBCOUTPOINTED 
BY MUTUAL ON 
FITE RIGHTS 


NBC’s suit against Mutual, Mike 
Jacobs, 20th Century Sporting Club, 
and the Gillette Safety Razor Blade 
Co. for an injunction to prevent Mu- 
tual from broadcasting the fights from 
Madison Square Garden; was dis- 
missed Thursday (12), by Justice 
Lloyd Church in the N.Y. supreme 
court. NBC had claimed an oral 
‘contract made with the Sporting 
| Club, operators of the Garden, 
igranted it the rights to broadcast 
the fights. 

The court ruled that under the 
N. Y. statute of frauds, an oral con- 
tract not performed in one year (as 
| was the case here), is not valid. 
NBC had claimed it had paid $5,000 
for an option on the rights, and was 
to have paid $3,125 for the first 16 
bouts, making a total of $50,000, and 
then have the right to broadcast the 
balance free of charge. Mutual is 
now carrying the fights with Gillette 
as sponsor. 


Marschalk & Pratt, Inc., 
Revises Capital Stock 

Albany, N. Y., June 17. 
Marschalk & Pratt, Inc., New 
York, has decreased its capital stock 
from $200,000 to $150,000. Agency 
| corporation also has filed notice of 
change of directors and of purposes, 

with the Secretary of State. 

Mudge, Stern, Williams & Tucker, 
New York City, were filing attorneys, 


Syndicate WXYZ ‘Yukon’ 


Chicago, June 17. 

Allen Campbell of WXYZ, Detroit, 
is arranging on syndication of an- 
other WXYZ show, ‘Challenge of the 
Yukon.’ Will be syndicated by di- 
rect wire similarly to ‘Lone Ranger,” 
‘Ned Jordan’ and other WXYZ shows. 

‘Yukon’ is a 15-minute show twice 
weekly. 























Williams to B.B.D.&O. 


Chicago, June 17. 
Lee Williams returns to the BBD 
& O agency here to handle the 
Griesedieck Bros. Brewery Co. ac- 
‘count, replacing Harold Mesberg. 
| Williams left BBD & O several 
‘years ago and in the interim was 
promotion manager of the Chicago 
Herald-Examiner and was in charge 
of creative group on Armour for the 
Lord & Thomas agency. 





WINCHESTER A BLUE BONUS 
WNIC, Winchester, Va., joins the 
| NBC-Blue as a bonus outlet Satur- 
day (21). 

Station is on 1,400 k.c. and operates 
at 250 watts. 
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AFRA Wants All Proposed Changes 
Thoroughly Known to Membership | 


i 
| 
| 





Before Debating at Convention 


Chicago, June 17. 

Nine proposed amendments to the 
constitution are being considered by 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists and will be voted upon at 
the annual convention Aug. 14-17 in 
Detroit. Meanwhile, they are being 
studied by the union’s national and 
various local boards and by its con- 
stitutional change committee. 

Each proposed amendment is dis- 
cussed by the national and all the 
local boards. Each body sends a re- 
port on every one of the suggested 
changes to the commission. Latter 
prepared a digest of all the reports, 
which it sent Jast week to the local 
boards for further consideration. 
Idea is that by the time each of the 
proposed amendments is ready for 
vote at the convention, all the locals 
will be thoroughly familiar not only 
with each proposal, but also with 
the attitudes and suggestions of the 
other locals on the question. 

Proposed amendments are: 

(1) To change the number of na- 
tionab board members from the pres- 
ent 45-50 to 45-60. 

(2) To fill vacancies on the na- 
tional board by election of the mem- 
bership of the local concerned. 

(3) To change the date of compu- 
tation of proportional representation 
from May 1 ito April 1. 

(4) That locals with membership 
of less than 100 shall be included in 
computation of proportional repre- 
sentation and representatives of such 
locals shall not be less than two nor 
more than 10 and serve for three 
years. 

(5) To nominate national board 
members by petition and local elec- 
tion. 

(6) For sealed ballot in election} 
by delegates of national board mem-| 
bers. 


Beer-Wine Ban Unpassed | 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 17. 
Radio beer and wine advertis- 
ing is safe another year in South 
Carolina. Hotly-fought bill to 
bar such advertising via broad- 
casts and in newspapers, died in 
house. 
Session adjourned 
without passing. 








recently 











(7) That the national board shall 
take no action mor promulgate any | 
policy contrary to action of two-| 
thirds of the national convention. 

(8) That election of national | 
board members by local be final. 

(9) For national financial adminis- | 
tration of locals not self-sustaining. 

Additional proposed amendments 
not included in those submitted by 
the commission are three that (1) 
would require that each local be 
represented on the national board 
in actors-singers-announcer propor- 
tions similar to those of its local 
board, (2) that a nomigating com- 
mittee be formed before the con- 
vention to pick a slate of national 
officers, instead of near the close of 
the gathering and (3) no paid em- 
ployees should also be members of 
the national board. 

Everett Clark is chairman of the 
eonstitutional change commission. 


No AFRA in Northwest, : 
IBEW Organizes Writers, 
Spielers, Signs Up KOL 


Seattle, June 17. 

KOL has signed an agreement 
with the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers which covers 
announcers and continuity writers; 
all except confidential employees. 
Is the first station in Seattle to have 
announcers, etc., organized, although 
technical workers in Seattle stations 
@s well as the rest of the state are 
at present in the IBEW. Agreement 
with KOL calls for seniority rights, 
vacations with pay, two weeks sick 
leave, a minimum wage of $135 per 
month and a union shop. 

Present IBEW plans call for the 
organization of announcers, writers, 
etc., in other Seattle and Washing- 
ton state stations. At present there 
are no AFRA locals in the state. 











Charles Warriner Heads 


Chi Panelmen’s Union 


Chicago, June 17. 

Charles Warriner of the Columbia 
web’s engineer staff in Chi has been 
elected prexy of the Associated 
Broadcast Technicians union in Chi- 
cago, Will be in for a two-year term 
succeeding Franklin George. ABT 
union takes in all other technicians 
in Chicago area with the exception 
of NBC engineers who have own 
union. 

Other officers of the Chi ABT are 
vice-president Eugene Krusel and 
Arthur Maus as secretary-treasurer. 


| mail until the day before election, 





PEACE TALKS 
STALL AT WKRC 


Relations between the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and sta- 
tion WKRC, Cincinnati, apparently 
near a settlement last week, reached 
a critical stage again late yesterday 
(Tuesday). National Labor Rela- 
tions Board representatives were said 
to have stepped out of the picture. 

According to union sources in New 
York, a strike was momentarily im- 
minent. 


AFRA Nominations For 
National Board Made; 
WTAM, Cleveland, Signs 


| 
New York local of the American | 
| 














Federation of Radio Artists, at its 
quarterly meeting last Thursday 
night (12) at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
made 14 nominations for represen- 
tatives to the national board. Ad- 
ditional nominations, each seconded 
by 100 members, may be entered by 


June 26. Nominations for delegates 
to the annual convention have al- 
ready been made. 


Those nominated for the national | 
board were William P. Adams, Alex | 
McKee, Anne Seymour, Everett | 
Clark, Ben Grauer, Gordon Cross, 
Ned Wever, Sid Walton, Paul Stew- 
art, Tom Shirley, Carl Eastman, 
Mora Martin, Del Sharbutt and Alan 
Bunce. Seven vacancies are to be 
filled. . Voting will be by referen- 
dum, with names listed on the ballot 
in alphabetical order. 

AFRA Into WTAM 

Contract was signed last Friday 
(13) by the union with WTAM, | 
Cleveland outlet of NBC. Negotia- | 
tions had been started by -Vic Con- | 
nor, national organizer, in Cleveland, | 
and were concluded by George | 
Heller, associate executive-secretary | 
and treasurer, and Mark Woods, | 
NBC vice-president. Deal covers an- 
nouncers and provides AFRA-shop, 
five-day, 40-hour week, wage in- 
creases of 10-20% and a complicated 
system of extra pay for commer- 
cials. AFRA is also negotiating with 
WHK and WCLE in Cleveland, but 
has not yet begun dickering with 
WGAR there. 

In New York, the union has 
opened negotiations with WQXR for 
renewal of the present announcer 
contract, due to expire July 1. Se- 
ries of wage raises is being sought. 


RADIO-IN-DEFENSE | 
COURSE AT DRAKE 


Des Moines, June 17. 
A study of the role of radio in 
national defense will be one of the 
projects of the sixth annual Drake 
University radio workshop in Des 
Moines, Iowa. A non-credit course, 
the summer workshop is. open to 
high school, college and graduate 
students, and is responsible for more 
than 50 broadcasts scheduled for the 
air during June and July. Ed. G. 
Barrett, head of the Drake U. de- 

partment of radio, is the director. 
Besides the national] defense study, 
workshop members will cover pro- 
gram planning, continuity, radio 
drama, speech, announcing and all 
types of public service broadcasting. 























Jersey City—Harry W. Pascoe is 





| Meetings of the approximately 20 


|and Walter T. Martin to Morris Rob- 


WBYN Airing Semi-Pros 


Station WBYN has a deal to 





Self-Broadcasting Sponsors . 





broadcast two night and one Sunday 
afternoon games of the Bushwicks, 
30-year old semi-pro outfit in 
Brooklyn which has its own stadium 
seating 15,000. 

Joe Hasel will do the play-by- 
play. 


N.Y. Television Guild 
Formed, Kennedy 
Probably First Prez 


heat Baking Co., Wohlgemuth goes 





minute spiel. 





Television Guild, non-commercial, 
non-profit organization for those in- | 
terested in television, has been re- 


cently organized in New York. Federal Trade Commission against 


days to answer. 
members, most of whom have a pro- 


fessional interest in the medium, are 
held weekly and dinner meetings 
monthly. Allen B. DuMont, of dent of the company. 
DuMont Television, is skedded to ae 





Wallace’ to tell folks why his bread is best. 
one to 17 delivery trucks in this area. 
Account is handled by Brisacher, Davis and uses KPO for five- 


San Francisco, June 17. 


Otmer J. Wohlgemuth is one vice-president who is going to have 
a radio show he likes: he broadcasts it himself. 


Executive of Orow- 
on the air twice a week as ‘Wally 
Firm has jumped from 





In Charlottesville, Va., Also 


Charlottesville, Va., June 17. 


Lee Shepherd, advertising manager of C. H. Williams department 
store, writes all the copy for the establishment. 

In addition, he plays the piano and Solovox on five 15-minute pro- 
grams a week over local station WCHV. 





FTC Calls Crozy Crystals 


Mineral Wells, Texas, June 17. 


Alleged misrepresentation in its advertising copy is charged by the 


Crazy Crystals. Company has 20 


‘Your Crazy Program’ is aired from the lobby of the Mineral Wells, 
Texas, hotel, Monday through Friday over the Texas Quality Net- 
work. All commercials on the show are made by Hal Collins, presi- 








nanan ret rn 





speak at the June 26 eat-and-gab | 


fest KFRC Promotion Man To 


Mabel Cobb, who has done radio 
Philippines; Becomes A 








production for a number of years 
and last year did some vidio shows 
for NBC, organized the Guild. P bli it 
T. R. Kennedy, Jr., radio writer on he b | heri 
the New York Times, is understood u s r y n ance 
in line for the presidency at elec- 
tion to be held shorfly. San Francisco, June 17. 
And a Tele Society Gary Kriedt has resigned as pro- 
American Television Society, non- Motion manager of KFRC to become 
commercial, non-profit group in- a publisher in Manila, Philippine 
tended as a clearing house for ex-|Islands. Kriedt and his bride of a 
change of television data and ideas, Month will leave about June 21 to 
will hold a dinner June 26 at the take over the Kriedt Printing & 
Astor hotel, N.Y. the first forma] | Publishing Co. of Manila, left him 
gathering it has had. Outfit has been by an uncle, Pete Kriedt, who died 
in existence some time, but has recently. 
awaited the approach of commercial; Notification of the inheritance was 
television operation to hold a formal} received here June 1. Red tape de- 
get-together. | lays in getting draft-board and pass- 
Officers are Warren M. Caro, a port clearances have the youthful 
theatrical and radio attorney, presi- | exec champing at the bit. 
dent; Don McLure, writer and di- 
rector, vice-president; Robert Cham- | 
berlain, actor-director, treasurer, and | \ 
Vivian Fletcher, forr er radio editor, WBT CUT SERMON 
secretary. 
| ATTACKING POLITICIANS 
Charlotte, N. C., June 17. 
A. E. Joscelyn, manager of radio 





NBC Asks Tele Permits 


Washington, June 17. 
NBC last week applied to the FCC | 
for licenses to operate commercial | 





eel ic Matar . ; station WBT, ordered Dr. Ernest 
a Neer Reign ee soon York, | Neal Orr, pastor of the Associate 
Philadelphia and Washington. ADP- | Reformed Presbyterian Tabernacle, 
plication involves permission for 


large uptown church, cut off the air 
on Sunday, June 8, during his morn- 
ing sermon in which the minister 
criticized the city council for liber- 


modification of the construction per- 
mit and extension of time to com- | 
plete installation of the company’s 
television outlet in Washington, | 





alizing the Sunday blue laws. 

In his remarks Dr. Orr departed | 
from the usual nature of a sermon, | 
| Joscelyn said. His discussion became | 
| controversial and political. He went | 
beyond the limits which generally | 
;are applied to a religious service. 


LOCAL ‘POT 0° GOLD? IN | casio ministers nave voted to 
EXIT FROM MANHATTAN 


accept an invitaion of Radio station | 
WSOC to conduct a five-minute daily | 

Local New York ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
broadcast, with the Tommy Tucker 


W3XNB. 

Location has been selected for the | 
Philadelphia station and it is hoped 
it will be ready for operation July 
1, 1942. 














program to be called Prayer for | 
Peace. 
} 
band, drops off after the July 2 pro- 
gram. It was exact duplicate of the 
national network show which used 
Horace Heidt. 

Tucker’s Wednesday half-hours 
went out over WMCA, WNEW and 
WHN, originating at the former. 
Heidt’s program dropped by the 
wayside couple weeks ago. 


Homer Rodeheaver Seeks | 
Winona Lake Station | 


Warsaw, Ind., June 17. 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has been asked to grant Homer 
Rodeheaver, radio general singer, 
| authority to esfablish a radio station 
at Winona Lake, Ind., near here. 
Conflicting application from South 
| Bend is said to be delaying the de- 
| cision of the commission. 





Victoria, Texas, Station 
Sold to Morris Roberts 


Victoria, Texas, June 17. | 

Authority to transfer control of 
Radio Enterprises, Inc., holder of the 
license to operate KVIC here, from 
Fred W. Bowne, Charles C. Shea 





Erie Newcomer Starts 


Erie, Pa., June 17. 

Station WERC, a Columbia outlet, 
got going here June 11. Rocco L. | 
Tito, formerly of Olean is com-| 
Wednesday (11). The transaction |™¢€rcial manager. Station is owned 
represented 100% (250 shares) vot- by Presque Isle Broadcasting Co., of 
ing stock ownership in Radio Enter- | Which Jacob A. Young, a cleaner and 
prises, Inc. Consideration was said %Y¢?, is president. Charles E. Denny 
to be $42,500. | formerly of Jamestown, N.Y. is gen- 

Roberts was the former general | ©! manager. : 
manager of the station. KVIC ener: | Station waited since Jan. 28 for 
ates on a frequency of 1340 kilocycles | the ‘go’ order from the FCC. Sta- 
with a power of 250 watts unlimited | tion is operating from 7:30 a.m. to 
time. ;|midnight. Other Erie station is 
WLEWU on the Blue network. 


erts was granted 
Communications 


by the Federal 
Commission on 








Callahan’s Positions 


Vincent F, Callahan, chief of the! Glover Delaney Upped 
radio section of Treasury Depart- | Hartford, June 17. 
ment’s Defense Savings Staff, has al-| Glover Delaney has been named 
so been appointed to head the press’ station manager of WTHT to suc- 
section. Milburn McCarty, formerly ceed Cedric Foster. Latter has re- 
with Steve Hannagan’s publicity signed to join the Colonial network 
staff, will assist in the press section.' in an executive capacity. 

Others in the department are Roy Delaney post of commercial man- 
Shields, Frederick Lardner, Frances ager as yet unfilled and possibility 





WAAT’s new program director. - 





Shettel and Thomas J. Riley. | remains he may hang onto both jobs. 


CBS LINES UP 
SUMMER SHOWS 


Exclusive of the more pretentious 
second annual ‘Forecast’ series (not 
yet completed in detail) the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System program de- 
partment has lined up the following 
new programs as sustaining replace- 
ments for the summer: 


‘Young Ideas’ (Sunday, 5, June 
29)—KNX employees—janitors, page 
boys, mail clerks, stenographers, ap- 
prentices—produce, direct, perform 
in series of light dramatic programs. 





‘Spebsqua’ (Thursday, 8:30, July 
3)—Society for Preservation and 
Encouragement of Barber Shop 
Quartet Singing in America.” Has 


members like James Farley, Mayor 
LaGuardia of New York and several 


governors. Originations will shift 
from week to week. 

‘Proudly We Hail’ (Sunday, 2)— 
Salute to individual defense work- 


ers and groups of them. Big name 
guest singers and m.c.’s. 

‘Southern Cruise’ (Friday, 8:30, 
July 4)—Dick Powell, Frances Lang- 
ford, guest Hollywood comedians, 
Mythical ship making calls in vari- 
ous Pan American ports. Ken Niles, 
m.c. Lud Gluskin orchestra. 

‘What Can I Do for Defense’ (Mon- 
day, 8)-——Civilians discuss what they 
can do. 


‘Spirit of °’41’ (Sunday, 4:30)— 
Army and navy show. Branches of 
each traced from '76 through 1812, 


1861, etc., to its present state. 

‘Lewisohn Stadium’ (Tuesday, 9:30, 
June 24)—Exclusive broadcast of 
Stadium concerts. 

‘F.O.B. Detroit’ (Friday, 7:30)— 
Musical variety show from WJR, De- 
troit. 

‘Choose’ (Sunday, 1:30)- 
place ‘March of Games.’ 


Will re- 
Somewhat 


; more adult, but still a children’s pro- 


gram. 


‘Death Valley Days,’ On 
NBC for 11 Yrs., Goes 
To Columbia in Fall 








Pacific Coast Borax Co.’s ‘Death 
Valley Days,’ which has been on 
NBC for 11 consecutive years, is 


leaving the Blue network for Colum- 
bia this fall. Meanwhile the series 
will run on both the NBC and CBS. 
The Blue will go on airing the 
show Friday nights and CBS will 
launch it in the Thursday 8-8:30 p.m. 
period July 3. The order obtained 
by CBS calls for around 60 stations. 


‘LIFE OF CHURCHILL’ 
SOLD FOR CANADA 


Boston, June 17. 
George Weston, Ltd. Canadian 
biscuit manufacturer, has signed for 
exclusive broadcast in Canada of 





‘Imperial Leader,’ transcription 
series dramatizing the life of 
Winston Churchill, produced in 


Australia andsdistributed by Kasper- 
Gordon,’ radio” program- and tran- 
scription producer of Boston. Pro- 
gram consists of 52 chapters, each 
15-minutes. 

Also being handled by Kasper- 
Gordon is ‘England Expects,’ platter 
series about the life of Lord Nelson, 
and likewise Australian-produced. 








| 
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Press Jibe At Station Boast 





Editor and Publisher, trade journal of newspaperdom, made the follow- 
ing editorial comment in its June 14 issue to a recent trade adveritse- 
ment of WMCA, New York, published in Varizry and elsewhere: 

THEY LIKE PUBLICITY 

‘Our radio friends are tough competitiors of newspapers for the ad- 
Much of their selling story has to emphasize the 
virtue of the spoken word over print, but occasionally they have to 
testify to the value of newspapers as attention-getters. A recent broad- 
side issued by WMCA, a non-network station in New York, repro- 
duces clippings from New York radio columns and program listings, 
showing that the station was mentioned at least once in every New 
York City newspaper on May 20, 1941. 
is: ‘A station that makes news attracts more listeners—helps an ad- 


vertising dollar. 


vertiser to do a better job.’ 


‘That is a variation of the old theme, when the radio salesman used 
to tell his prospective clients that his radio contract assured them of 
immense free publicity in newspapers. 
cast time were badly hurt when newspapers crabbed that scheme by 
omitting the names of commercial sponsors—a wise step that lost 
newspapers no readers and apparently did little damage to broad- 
It is still ironical that an important radio station thinks one 
of its strongest selling arguments is the number of times its call- 
letters and program listings are considered worthy of mention in 
printed news columns. We wonder whether any 
think it worth while to brag to prospective advertisers about the 
number of times per day or per week it had been mentioned on the 
We can’t think of any, offhand.’ 


casting. 


air. 


WEB AND LOCAL 
UNITS BOOM IN 
SAN ANTON 


San Antonio, June 17. 

Units took an upward turn as the 
Senatorial race comes into the home 
stretch. 

Carleton Coneny, John Blair Rep- 
resentative on the West Coast in to 
visit here and checking the local 
markets. Charles C. Shaw of KTSA 
off to Pittsburg and McKeesport, Pa. 
on biz and vacation trip. 


WOAI: Pioneer Flour Mills, one 
additional announcement, _ direct; 
American Home Products, through 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert, for 
Black Flag insecticide, three an- 
nouncements per week, and for Fly 
Ded, three announcements per week; 
Rhealee Hat Store, direct, one 100- 
word announcement; Readers Digest, 
through BBD&O, four one-minute 
e.t’s; Travis Building & Loan Asso- 
ciation, through Bernard Brooks, 
one 35-second e.t. per week; Inter- 
state Cotton & Oil Co., through 
Crook Agency, renewal of three 
quarter-hour programs per week of 
Mrs. Tucker Smiles program over 
Texas Quality Network, for one year 
in behalf of Mrs. Tuckers Shorten- 
ing; Hecker Products Co., for Bixby 
Shoe Polish, through Benton & 
Bowles, five announcements per 
week; Johnson & Johnson, for Tek 
Toothbrushes, through Ferry-Han- 
ly, five 25-word announcements per 
week; Milam Finance Co., through 
Bernard Brooks, two 100-word an- 
nouncements per week; Sam Morris, 
quarter-hour political over TQN; 
Gerald Mann, twelve 15-minute pro- 
grams over TQN; Lyndon Johnson, 
12 quarter-hours political over TQN; 
W. Lee O’Daniel, eight quarter hours 
over TQN; Martin Dies, six quarter 
hours over TQN. 

KABC: 
Store, through Pitluk agency, spon- 
sorship of Fulton Lewis, Jr., news 
commentary daily, Monday through 
Friday, 
Mutual network; Gerald C. Mann, 
30-minute program over Texas State 
network; Texas Patriots, quarter- | 
hour political program through TSN 
each Sunday; Gillette Safety Razor 
Co., sponsorship of boxing matches 


o Mutual network starting June 


| Comparative Unit Count 

















% of 

June 14. June 7. Change. 
Network 7,062 6,060 +16.1 | 
Local ...... 11,213 9,713 +15.4 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,403 2,374 +1.2 
Tete? si x, 20,678 (18447: +13.9 


(Included: KABC, KMAC; KONO, 
KTSA, WOAI) 








The point of the sales story 


Some of the sellers of broad- 


1ewspaper would 





BARBASOL ON KOL 


Shave Cream Signs Gabriel Heatter 
—Seattle Spot Perky 








Seattle, June 17. 


Seattle stations continued rise in 
business, and all stations expect 
business to centinue good here for 
the summer. KOL added another 
Gabriel Heatter program for Bar- 
basol, and began a_ three-times- 
weekly kid show, ‘Captain Danger,’ 
for Lime Cola. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

June 14. June 7. Change. 
Network .. 7,385 7,350 +0.5 
Local ...0s0 6,650 6,600 +0.8 
Nat’l Spot.. 799 167 +4.2 
_ | er 14,834 14,717 +0.8 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


WGN CREATES 
FARM DIVISION 


Chicago, June 17. 

Biggest item that will hit the local 
ether situation is the decision of the, 
Chicago Tribune station, WGN, to 
jump into the farm field with a con- 
siderable splash. WGN has been 
dabbling around with some farm biz, 
and sold an early morning shot to 
Consolidated Drug products. Evi- 
dently from this sample, WGN has 
acquired a taste for the stuff and is 
deciding to take it by the case. Is 
setting up a complete farm depart- 
ment and from here on in figures to 
stir up some new excitement in the 
radio farm field. 

Actual time purchases were plenty 
slow last week with the salesmen 
finding it more profitable to watch 














Wolff & Marx Department | 


the ball game or polish their nib- 
licks. 


| Another news spot was cleared, | 
however, with WJJD moving time | 
around to make room for this con- 
sistently salable item. Real estate 
dealer Fred Walsh signatured for 
four 15-minute news periods weekly 


for a quarter-hour over the} 


Sid Walton has quit as program | 


manager of new WBYN, Brooklyn, 


and Lou Tappe, who was head of 
continuity, is the acting program 
chief. 


through the Burton, Browne agency. 
Over at WMAQ, a five-minute five- 
| times-weekly sports news period for 
Schoenhofen-Edelweiss Co. was re- 
newed for an additional 13-week 
stretch through the Western agency. | 





{ Comparative Unft Count ] 





% of | 

June 14. June 7. Change. | 

Network 9,310 £445 —1.4 } 
| oo ee 6,444 6,587 —2.2 
Nat’l Spot.. 11,347 11,398 —0.4 | 
| Total Sexes 27,101 27,430 —1.2 | 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, | 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





Albany, Ga., on Mutual | 


Station WALB, Albany, Ga., began | | 


| operation May 27 as an affiliate of | 


Mutual. 
Outlet is owned by the Aimenet | 
Herald. j 





‘SAY AIR ADS 
TO GOaT MORE 





Network Sales Departments 
Aware of Newspaper and 
Magazine Contact Staffs 
Making Capitol of Present 
Trouble with FCC — But 
They Are Readying Count- 
er-Blasts When Hearings 
Are Out of Way 





FEWER AIR REPS 





Network sales departments report 
that while their organizations have 
been fighting their battle before the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee, the newspapers and maga- 
zines have been trying to capitalize 
on the situation by painting a dis- 
couraging picture of radio’s future. 
According to the networks, news- 
paper and mag reps are telling ad- 
vertisers that radio isn’t going to be 
as cheap as it used to be or as 
efficient and that they might as well 
start putting all their eggs in the 
space basket. 

Network sales execs admit that the 
Washington ado has created an ideal 


opening for their competitive media | 


for this line of undermining and 
that the webs are at a disadvantage 
in meeting this condition because of 
the fact that there are 10 times as 
many space salesmen as radio sales- 
men. 

Nevertheless, say the web sales 
execs, there is a counter barrage at 
present in the making and that as 
soon as the Senate hearing in Wash- 
ington is over this promotional and 
advertising material will be released. 

Can’t Get Commitments 

Though’ the event is four months 
hence, the Maxon agency has already 
started to line up stations supple- 
mentary to the Mutual Network for 
the World Series in behalf of Gil- 
lette Razor. The account wants to 
make sure that this time the series 
receives 100% national coverage. 

So far most of the CBS and NBC 
affiliates approached have declined 
to commit themselves. While the 
latest FCC mandate bars exclusive 
contracts with any network effective 
Aug. 8, these stations are not dis- 
posed to do anything that might be 
construed as a break in the NBC- 
CBS affiliate ranks. 


DES MOINES DORMANT 


Web Only Figure in the Black— 
Total Off 0.6% 











Des Moines June 17. 
Business in these parts was prac- 
tically nil the past week. 
network category the figure man- 


| aged to stay on the right side of the 


ledger, 
wore a minus sign. 





Comparative Unit Count 





% of 
June 14. June 7. Change. 
Network 7,540 7,495 +-0.6 
Local ; 3,372 3,403 —0.9 
Nat'l Spot.. 3,008 3,111 —3.3 
[en - Shaan s : 


eto 


14,009 


- RIVALS EXPLOIT RADIO GRIEF 





. 


In the | 


but all other classifications | 


+ 


Blah Season Sets In 





has experienced this year. 


agency. 


N. Y. spot booking simmered down to a waltz last week. 
quietest period so far as new business was concerned that the trade 
Station reps figure that the spot biz is 
just now scraping the botiom of the seasonal curve and that things 
again will start popping in another two or three weeks. 

Penn Tobacco has decided to postpone the start of the spot cam- 
paign in behalf of Kentucky Club to August or September. 
in the meantime, make a newspaper test. 
for sports and news program availabilities through the Kiesewetter 


It was the 


It will, 
Account had made inquiries 





a YF 





WNEW'S ‘Make Believe Ballroom 
Renewed by Del Monte to May, 42 





PATRIOTISM IN PHILLY 


Co. Buys Time for Defense 
Bonds—No Product Plugs 





Rug 





Philadelphia, June 17. 

Wilf Brothers, Philly rug mer- 
chants, last week donated 52 quarter- 
hour programs on WFIL to the 
Treasury Department to plug the 
sale of defense bends. The shows, 
running daily, from 8:45 to 9 a.m., 
‘will carry no commercials for the 
rug concern, but will reserve all ads 
for the bonds. The donation of time 
is the first of its kind by a local ad- 
vertiser, 


WIP begins pumping Robin Hood- 





|} day (19). 


|along the new business front. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
June 14. June 7. Change. 
Network 9,808 9,923 —1.2 
Leeal ....+ 20,737 20,690 +0.2 
Nat’] Spot.. 4,338 4,423 —1.9 
| ee 34,883 35,036 —0.4 


(Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, 
WFIL, WIBG, WIP, WPEN) 


SMALL PICKINGS 








Los Angeles, June 17. 

Nothing new to report from this 
sector. .Trade is pursuing the even 
tenor of its way, and the thinness of 
a cigarette paper separates the two- 
week totals. 

KFI: Pall Mall cigarettes, 325 one- 
minute transcriptions, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 

KECA: Fresh Fruit & Vegetable 





| tions, through Batten, Barton, Dur- 
| Stine & Osborn. 


| sontenneasemnnaenen 





- | % of 
June 14, June 7.C ion ge, 
Network .. 12,312 12,826 
Local ...... 8,894 8,871 +0.3 
Nat’! Spot.. 1,448 1,462 —- 
Total . . 22,654 23,159 —2.2 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, 
KH, _ BNX) 


| 











dell concerts to Mutual on Thurs-| 


Very little activity is reported | direct, 


IN LOS ANGELES 


| sick, 


Comparative re Unit “Count a }ments weekly. 








The California Packing Company, 

for Del Monte products, has entered 
into a new agreement extending its 
present contract for the WNEW 
‘Make Believe Ballroom’ by 39 
weeks, With the new extension, Del 
Monte will have concluded two and 
a half years of uninterrupted broad- 
casting on the ‘Ballroom,’ 11 to 11:15 
a.m., Monday through Saturday, in- 
clusive. This extension will con- 
tinue the account until May 30, 1942. 
The agency is McCann-Erickson, of 
San Francisco. Another renewal 
comes from Ruthrauff & Ryan for 
their client Pall Mall cigarettes, call- 
ing for an additional 13 weeks. This 
contract calls for 36 announcements 
weekly. 
WINS: Palisades Amusement Park, 
contract for indefinite pee 
ray five half-hour programs weeke 
ly; Skouras Theatres, contract for 
| indefinite period, 18 five-minute pe- 
| riods weekly; Koeppel Auto Sales, 
through Klinger Advertising, 13- 
week contract, 18 one-minute an- 
nouncements weekly. 


WMCA: American Cigarette and 
Cigar Co. (Pall Mall), through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, renewal, 13-week con- 
tract. 50 announcements’ weekly; 
Peter Briedt Brewing, through A. 
W. Lewin Co., 26-week contract, half- 
hour variety show weekly; Com- 
munity Opticians Seven-Dollar Eye- 
glasses, Manhattan Corp., through 
Commonwealth Advertising, 13-week 
contract, ‘Zeke Manners,’ six quar- 
ter-hours weekly; Gardner Nurse- 
ries, one-week contract, five-minute 
garden talks daily. 

WNEW: California Packing Co. 
(Del Monte products), through Mc- 





cann-Erickson, renewal, 29-week 
contract, ‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ 
six quarter-hours weekly; American 
Cigarette & Cigar (Pall Mall), 


through Ruthrauff & Ryan, renewal, 
13-week contract, 36. announcements 
weekly; Central Railroad of New 
Jersey, through Richard A. Foley, 
13-week contract, 12 announcements 





| weekly; Hollywood Model Service, 
Advertisers of Southern California, | through Clive Howard, ‘Dance Pa- 
157 quarter-hour_ broadcasts of! rade,’ six quarter-hours weekly; 
Here’s to the Ladies,’ through | Eagle Tire Co., through Terril, Belk- 
Scholtz Adv. Service; Murine Co. |nap, Marsh Associates, 26-week .con- 


(eyewash), 78 one-minute transcrip- | tract, one quarter-hour weekly; Ben 


Marden’s Riviera, through J. R. Kup- 
13-week contract, 10 announce- 


WOR: American Cigarette & Ci- 


| gar (Pall Mall), through Ruthrauff & 


Ryan, 
sic,’ 


‘Modern Design Mu- 
contract, ten-minute 


renewal, 
45-week 


| period before the ball games and an- 


nouncements during the ‘Here’s Mor- 


| gan Program’ and others; Alfred W. 
| McCann Laboratories, 12-week con- 
| tract, three quarter-hours weekly. 
WQXR: Savarin Coffee, through 
| H. Hackett, one-year contract, 60 
| station breaks weekly; Continental 
Paking (Staff bread), through Ted 


Bates, one-year contract, 62 time sig- 
nals weekly. 





Picture of Des Moines 


Des Moines, June 17. 
This is the story of Des Moines as 


of this writing in terms of Variery 








count: 
Comparative Unit Count very | 
% of 
June 7. May 31. Change. 
| Network 7,495 17,580 —IL1 
ae 3,403 3,364 +12 
Nat’l Spot 3,111 3,121 —0.3 
Bete vise 14,009 14,065 —0.4 

(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 
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Deal Goes Cold When KSFO Refuses To 


Release Commentator to Hollywood 


San Francisco, June 17. 

William Winter's 
Union Oil, which were to have 
started yesterday (16) on fhe CBS 
California link, never reached 
Deal was off when Lincoln Dellar. 
KSFO manager who brought Winter 


newscasts 


alr, 


to the Coast, balked at a demand | 


that the commentator .originate his 
shows in Hollywood. Lord & 
Thomas is the agency. 


‘Every time we build an air per- | 


sonality here they want to shift him 
to Hollywood,” comments Dellar. 
All of which means that Arthur 
Kemp, CBS Coast sales chief now 
in the east, can put his Winter 
presentation back in _ circulation 
again. 

Also heading east, via the north- 





Dr. Lyon’s 26-Week 


for | 


Series to KCMO 

Kansas City, June 17. 
Summer slackening of radio com- 
mercials is still a lightly expressed 
threat. Slight evidence is in the 
national spot column, and more is in 


| 


Two commercial managers report 
biz considerably ahead of this same 
period of 1940, and reports from four 
other stations in same vein. Some 
of it charged to the spur of national 
defense spending, and some locally 
charged to favorably cool weather 
thus far into June. 

KCMO stepped out and made a 
/neat local deai with the Continental 
/ Hotel which opened its Sky-Hy Roof 

for the season last week. Six nights 


the offing even if it hasn't hit yet. | 


weekly hotel sponsors quarter-hour 
remote pickup of Walter Wood and 
'band playing for dancing on the 
| Roof. Station also made a good bid 
ito hold up its national spot rating 
with new deals for Sapo Elixir 
Chemical Co. of St, Louis for a 13- 
week announcement schedule, 
placed by Sam P. Judd Adv. Co, and 
a 26-week announcement. ‘ Contract 
for Dr. Lyon’s Tooth placed by 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. Refinoil, 
13-week stretch of five-minute base- 
‘ . . © | through Potts-Turnbull, bought a 13- 
not otherwise advertised. Pickup is | week stretch of five-minute baseball 
made direct from the store. Marion | score broadcasts. Charles Ammen 
Kayle agency is handling. | Co. signed for 26 announcements on 
Jack Campbell, new sales pro- | heat powder through Liller, Harris, 
moter at KGO-KPO, has fathered a | Neal. 
large 12-page slick-paper sales pro- 


west, is Ward Ingrim, KFRC sales | 
head. who is carrying presentations 
of eight new ghows with which to 
charm prospects. 

White House Department store 
apparently is satisfied with its first 
venture into radio. Initial test series 
of ‘Let’s Go Shopping,’ with Mel 
Venter and Mary Roeder, has 
brought KFRC a 13-week extension 
of the five-a-week quarter-hour 
sesh. Store threw in its own hook 
by having station plug merchandise 





; ; te KCKN arranged a junior an- 
motion piece which is the most elab- | noyncers’ contest with five win- 
orate issued by the NBC units inners transcribing the spots an- 


some time. It’s designed to show | nouncing opening of new A. & P. 


how the web outlets merchandise | super Market at Seventh and State, 
radio and reassure timid souls who | jin Kansas City, Kans. More favor- 
think the Blue is doomed. able weather gave station a break 
Chiropractor’s Probation in that it broadcast full week’s 
Phil Lasky has relaxed KROW’s | Schedule of K.C. Blues’ baseball 
gtrict rule against accepting copy | 84mes. 


from doctors for a ‘probationary’|| | Comparative Unit Count | 








sponsorship of Happy Gordon, cow- | % of 
boy singer, by a chiropractor. With | June 14. June 7. Change. 
any sort of health talk out, the bone- | Network 7,210 7.210 * 
twister is limited to three standard | Lecal aes 5.612 5,507 +1.9 
factual statements of sponsorship Nat'l Spot 7,155 7223 —0.9 
during the six-a-week quarter-hour | Total ...... 19,977 19,940 +0.2 


which airs at 7:15 a.m. Account was 
(Continued on page 45) 








*No change. 











A name that attracts thousands 


"Getting the Most Out of Life Today” 
with Dr. William L. Stidger 


Loyal followers provide a ready-made audience 


In this NBC Recorded Series of 39 five-minute programs, 
Dr. Stidger draws from his own rich life and presents the 
kind of forceful, down-to-earth philosophy every man and 
woman can understand and enjoy. His human anecdotes of 
people great and small are inspirational gems that leave 
with the listener practical solutions of the increasingly diffi- 
cult problem of “Getting the Most Out of Life Today.” 

Ideal for local and spot advertisers looking for a dignified 
program of wide appeal. Can be presented 3 times weekly 
for 13 weeks at unbelievably low cost. 

In many instances, special music and scripts may be 
made available to those advertisers who prefer to present 
Dr. Stidger as a 15-minute feature. 


Write today for presentation, rates and availability. Or, 
your local radio station can arrange an audition. 





adio-Recording Division 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
RCA Bidg., Radic City, New York 


Bierchandise Mart, Chicage.Trans-Lux Bidg., Washington, D.C... Sunset & Vine, Hollyweod | 


'65 Dubble Bubble 
| Ads to KFEL-KLZ, Denver 


Denver, June 17. 

| Newscasts were in demand the 
| past week, judging from the con- 
}tracts signed. KFEL sold seven a 
|week for a year and KMYR com- 
| pleted contracts for 260. KFEL news 


| runs 10 minutes, KMYR five. 

| KFEL: Frumess Jewelry Co., 
through Robertson agency, 364 
lnewscasts: Dubble Bubble gum, 
|through N. W. Ayer, 65 one-minute 
| transcriptions; Broadmoor Country | 
|Club, three announcements daily, | 


/one month; M. H. Rhodes, parking 
meters, 15 minutes; Gardner Nurs- 
ery, through Northwest Radio, six 
five-minutes; Mile High Roller Rink, 
thrgugh Max Goldberg agency, six 
spots; Rib Plaza, through Radio 
Ideas, three quarter-hours a week, 
one month. 

KLZ: Dubble Bubble gum, 
through N. W. Ayer, 65 announce- 
ments; American Chicle Co., through 
Badger, Browning & Hersey, 78 an- 
nouncements. 

KMYR: ABC Cleaners, through 
MacGruder agency, seven five-min- 
ute news weekly, one year; Blake- 
land Inn, through Raymond Keane 
agency, 26 spots; Capitol Federal 
Building & Loan, through Mac- 
Gruder agency, four five-minute 
newscasts per week, one year; Moe 
Nade, through Cusack agency, six 
spots a week ‘till forbid. 

KOA: Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railroad through Cusack 
agency, 51 announcements; Johnson 
& Johnson, through Ferry-Hanly, 
115 station breaks. 








l Comparative Unit Count l 
% of 

June 14. June 7. Change. 

Network ... 8,060 8,020 +-0.5 

eee . 8,186 7,999 +2.3 

Not’l Spot.. 2,428 2,549 —4.7 

TOGA vc cccve 18,674 18,478 +1.1 





Ford Farm Market 
Reporter’s 6th Year 
On Michigan Network 


Detroit, June 17. 

For he sixth consecutive year, the 
Ford Motor Company is sponsoring 
‘The Farm Market Reporter’ over 
WXYZ, Detroit, and the Michigan 
Radio Network. The program is pre- 
sented from 12:15 to 12:30 p.m., Mon- 
day through Friday, featuring George 
Boutell, general manager of the 
Michigan Livestock Exchange; Harry 
Golder, WXYZ _ newscaster, with 
John Slagle handling commercials. 

A marked oddity developed last 
week in the Detroit position. De- 
spite the fluctuations of stations—in 
one case a gain of 340 units in local 
business by one station—all cate- 
gories wound up with no discernible 
change. With only two constants, 
national spot, despite the variations 
of four stations, froze at precisely 
the same figure, 4,718 units. In view 
of the previous fall-off, business of- 
fices perked up at managing to pre- 
serve a status quo. 

Figures here,”except for local biz, 
also are at practically the same level 
as a year ago—network 8,210 as com- 





pared to 1940’s 8,160, and spot at 
4,718 compared to 4,701. The im- 
provement here over 1940 is re- 


flected in a present carrying of 12,821 
local units as compared to 11,012 a 
year ago. 

WJBK: Tobias Courtney Insurance 
and LaMeasure Brothers Laundries, 
co-sponsors, ‘Michigan News Reel,’ 
15 minutes, six times weekly, 13 
weeks; R. & G. Clothing, five quar- 
ter-hours weekly, 13 weeks; Michi- 


Mall Cigarettes, four announcements 
daily, six a week, 13 weeks, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan; Andrews Buick 
Company, five quarter-hours musi- 
cal weekly, 13 weeks. 

WWJ: American Chicle Co. (Chic- 
lets), three 15-minutes of Yawn Club 
weekly, 13 weeks, through Badger, 
Browning & Hersey, Inc. 

WXYZ: Pall Mall Cigarettes, 
four announcements daily, six a 
week, 13 weeks. through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan: Ford Dealers of Michigan, 
five spot announcements daily, five 
a week. 13 weeks; Ford Motor Com- 
pany, ‘Farm Marke: Reporter,’ 15 
minutes, five times a week, 13 weeks. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

June 14. June 7. Change. 

Network 8,210 5,235 —0.2 
i 2 12,821 12,811 es 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,718 4,718 Pins 
_ | ae 25,749 25,764 Fos 





*No change. 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 
WJR, WWJ, WXYZ 





gan Consolidated Gas Company, 
Clyde Senner’s ‘Public Opinion,’ | 
half-hour weekly, 52 weeks: Pall | 








— 





Active National Accounts 








ACCOUNT TIME 
AGENCY PURCHASES 
American Chilele Ce, 2... cccccccccccccces Badger & Browning 
Announcements 
American Cigarette (Pall Mall)......... Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Announcements 
Armand (Brisk shave cream) .......... Russel M. Seeds Announcements 
Dk cca devas ave sates Newell-Emmett ..Announcements 
Black Flag Imsecticide ................. Blackett-Sample Hummert 
Announcements 
Cape Cod Steamship Co..............+.. Alley & Richards 
Announcements 
ee rE ree rr ree Street & Finney Announcements 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul RR..... Roche, Williams & Cunnyham 
Announcements 
Checolate Products Co. ....cccccccccces McCord .,........Announcements 
Copretee COPIOUD oo a esc ecine tees ceeds J. Stirling Getchell 
Announcements 
CO UND occa ds cscsceesces ee 5 te scnewsaceaeiess 1%, Hours 
Te or err Tracy-Locke-Dawson 
Announcements 
Cutehe PaeRIs Dei oc ncces ctacpvcivceve Critchfield ........Participations 
Virwimts Dare Betenes 2.0... os cccsscces Clements ........Announcements 
Denalan (dental plate cleanser) ........ Rufus Rhoades ..Announcements 
POPORINS. TD nc cece ccevecssscccirweess Betts-Koerber ...Announcements 
ES ele oo kh ee ka ease ee cetaes Presba, Fellers & Presba % Hours 
DO sc urkedan sss o5 0450 a bRRCCAN PERRYS Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Announcements 
Ford Dealers Adv. Fund ...........+++- McCann-Erickson % Hour News 
WH. We TREO. FD. ice kc weds ca seeccess McCann-Erickson 
Announcements 
Garden City Publishing Co. ......... bose ee. 5 Se asannes ces 5-Mins 
General Foods (Diamond Salt) ......... Benton & Bowles Announcements 
General Foods (Maxwell Coffee) ....... Benton & Bowles....... 1% Hours 
Citiatbe BAGG TABOR 6k ccc ceca ccees Maxon, Inc. ......Boxing Bouts 
GCeeevens THO acdc wees vcee Pea she atd 6b ciel N. W. Ayer .....Announcements 
Great Northern Railroad ............... Bronson-West ...Announcements 
ee EN ice cass eedssoee ees Be, le MeOE, cies cae¥ic % Hours 
Hamsem’s Laberatery ....cccccccccsctccce Mitchell-Faust ..Announcements 
Hartz Mountain Products ............... George H. Hartman ...% Hours 
Hecker (Bixby shoe polish) ............ Benton & Bowles 
. Announcements 
Ice Cream Products (Frizz) ........... BBD&O .........Announcements 
ny rer eee erry eS ie eee ee Geyer, Cornell & Newell 
Announcements 
Knox (Cystex, Mendaco, Tayton)....... Allen C. Smith .Announcements 
TEOVOF TBPOR. CRIREG) 6660 6cccee ceevcics Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Announcements 
eo rr Belt ae wees sake Cae Ruthrauff & Ryan ..... 4 Hours 
Macladden (Liberty) ..ccccccsecsscscese Erwih, “WORE cocecssss % Hours 
Macfadden (True Story) .............. Arthur Kudner..Announcements 
McKesson & Robbins (Calox) ......... J. D. Tarcher....Announcements 
DEaseee COREE DIRGOR)® vosceecaeeces cd eee Craven & Hedrick 
Announcements 
May Oil Burner ..................--..-9. A. Levyne ...Announcements 
Megowen-Educator Foods ............. John W. Queen..Announcements 
Mohawk Bedding ..................++..5chwimmer & Scott ...% Hours 
North American Accident Insurance....Franklin Bruck ....5-Min. News 
ge RE SPs ae are re ere Compton Adv. .........% Hours 
A OD RSP AA Greg ea er err Pedlar & Ryan....Participations 
Rs er rrres tert eee Pedlar & Ryan ........ % Hours 
Oe ee ee erry ree Compton Adv. ...Announcements 
WOMENS PUONUOD oi cee kcdiceessvestadenee Young & Rubicam 
Announcements 
‘ho ay Bf eee area Platt-Forbes .......5-Min. News 
Io ide occeyint ecb ¥ canes Lord & Thomas...Chain Breaks 
WOOREES PION GO. oc cicceseceessveses Anderson, Davis & Platte 
144 Hours 
er Se rae ere Erwin, Wasey....Announcements 
SEE Ey SIE nck Kb eddc cc ccdanevessaes BBD&O ....- Announcements 
NE adi 5 ose s 4:440-014 @O o08 aes we Earle Ludgin ...Announcements 
EY ie, FAN bos ap dye be Rakcaeana eke J. Walter Thompson 
Announcements 
I EN hse cig h a oS dhe ih ts. aCe J. Stirling Getchell % Hour News 
Stephano (Marvel cigarettes) ........... Aitken-Kynttt ..Announcements 
a. RP en eer errr se Street & Finney ....... 4 Hours 
Mp re OG bo oo 0ck cacees cbessacen NPREM GAMEWS bcc sarcceaes a 5-Mins. 
EE, Fics add wee baabis hake oa 8s hee es Vanderbie & Rubens 
Chain Breaks 

















Land of the 






.. the T-V-Area! 


Subtitle: Sol Stands Still. It’s daytime 
around the clock here in the TVArea, 
where defense needs keep crews working 
24 hours a day on $110,000,000 dam pro- 
jects; and where aluminum, textile and 
other plants whiz at full speed both 
day and night. 


There’s work to be done in the TVArea 
- +. and money to be spent. WNOX, first 
in coverage, is the ideal way to shout for 
your share, 


SCRIPPS -HOWARD RADIO. ING. 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


Affiliated With 
The Knoxville News-Sentinel 


Represented by 


THE BRANHAM COMPANY 
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WALKOVER SHOE 
ON 14 HRS. IN 
SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, June 17. 


Figures are holding up well all 
along the line in Salt Lake, with 
local sponsors accounting for the 
biggest portion of new business. 

KDYL: C. Ed Lewis (local realtor), 
through Gillham Advertising, 52 
quarter-hours; Fisher Brewing Co., 
of Salt Lake City, through Gillham 
Advertising, 13 quarter-hour pro- 
grams; W. H. Adams, direct, 52 news 
announcements; State Building & 
Loan Association, direct, 52 news an- 
nouncements; Deseret Book Co., di- 
rect, participation on ‘KDYL Dude 
Ranch Program,’ 52 announcements; 
Jaques Mfg. Co., 100 announcements; 
Deseret Lumber Co., direct, 52 an- 
nouncements. 

KSL: Utah U. S. Highway 40 As- 
sociation, 52 50-word announce- 
ments; Gardener Nursery, six five- 
minute announcements, through 
Northwest Radio Advertising; Calavo 
Growers, five one-minute announce- 
ments, through Lord & Thomas; 
Sunnyvale Packing Company, for 
Rancho Soups, 15 one-minute an- 





nouncements, through Lord & 
Thomas. 
KUTA: Participating program, 


half-hour, six days per week, for 
Walkover Shoes, Bennett Paint & 
Glass, M. & M. Appliance, Seagull 
Drug, K. & D. Picture Studio, 
Broadway Shoe Repair and Hart’s 
Radio Service. | 


i Comparative Unit Count | 





Northwestern Yeast Using | COLORADO VACATIONS 


Texas State Network 


San Antonio, June 17. 
Thrice weekly quarter-hours over 
Texas State Network start June 30 


for Northwestern Yeast of Chicago, | 


using transcribed series, ‘Songs of a 
Dreamer,’ with Gene Baker as vocal- 
ist and Larry Larson on the organ. 
Stations selected for the campaign 
are KABC, here: KVWC, Vernon: 
WACO, Waco; KCMC, Texarkana; 
KRBC, Abiline; KFDA, Amarillo; 
KNOW, Austin; KBST. Big Springs; 
WRR, Dallas: 


KRRV, Sherman; 
KFJZ, Fort Worth; KFYO, Lubbock; 
KRLH, Midland; KPLT, Paris; 
KGKL, San Angelo; and KTEM, 


Temple. 
Series placed through Hays Mac- 
Farland agency. 





FM Station’s Accounts 
Rochester, N. Y., June 17. 


WHAM's FM es sstation, on com- 
mercial basis less than month, has 
two accounts, Rochester Gas & Elec- 


tric Corp. half hour daily at 2:30) 


p.m., ‘On Wings of Song,’ and Weis & 
Fisher, half hour daily ‘Music For 
You’ at 3 p.m. 

Both are transcribed programs. 





Col. Landers Sponsored 


San Antonio, June 17. 

Col. H. L. Landers, KTSA news 
and military analyst, has been 
signed for a series of twice weekly 
quarter hour programs by the Gulf 
Brewing Co., bottlers of Grand 
Prize Beer. 

Airings are for a quarter hour in 
length and are ‘heard on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 
Agency placed the account. 





PLUGGED BY RADIO 


Denver, June 17. 

Max Goldberg agency, which has 
| been assigned the Colorado State ad- 
,vertising and publicity campaign, 
will use stations in 11 markets to 
plug Colorado’s vacation appeal. 
Campaign will consist of recorded 
|sketches and announcements. 

Market list will comprise Des 
Moines, Omaha, Kansas City, St. 
Louis, Witchita, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Houston, San Antonio, Fort 
Worth and Memphis. 


WSYR, Syracuse, Sets Two 


Syracuse, June 17. 

Lennon & Mitchell for P. Lorillard 
has renewed Vadeboncouer, news 
analyst, on WSYR, for Beechnut 
ciggies, six days a week from 12:15 
to 12:30 p.m. Present contract runs 
out July 5. This is second renewal. 

Willys Americar has bought two 
10-minute periods a week over 
WSYR for safety show titlted ‘Auto 
Quiz,’ handled by Bill Rothrum, as- 
sisted by Investigator Arthur 
Leahy of Syracuse Police Accident 
Investigation Bureau. Motorists are 
hailed to the curb in front of a 
downtown theatre to answer some 
safety questions and given silver 
dollar for cooperation. 











WGN, Chicago, is to set up a farm 
department. Lou LaMar, who as an 





announcer has been handling the 


Rogers-Gano | morning farm program will be its 


director. 


J.| 





Agencies Stalk 


Citrus Account 





Meantime Advertising Committee Explains McBride 
Program Diffculties and Defends Its Record 


While Brooks, Smith & French, J. 


; Walter Thompson, Federal, William 
Esty and Blackett-Sample-Hummert | 


are among the agencies that have 
been bidding for the Florida Citrus 
Commission account, it is expected 


that the business will go to a dark 
horse. The new commission was 
named last week and the indications 
are that the new agency, replacing 
Arthur Kudner, will be announced 
by June 30. 


Some of the home state politics 
behind the account were suggested 
in last week’s Varrery story from 
Tampa. Meantime a document dated 
June 3 and entitled ‘Report of ad- 
vertising committee for 1940-41’ tells, 
from a different point of view, the 
story of the difficulties which Mary 
Margaret McBride inherited when 
she quit WOR, where she was ‘Mar- 
tha Deane,’ to broadcast for the fruit 
combine. Says this report, in part: 

Drought Cited 

‘It should be noted in passing that 
during the early months of the fresh 
fruit season, the quality of fruit did 
not improve as satisfactorily as might 
be expected because of the long Fall 
drought with the result that Miss Mc- 
Bride could not in justice to her lis- 
teners use as forceful selling argu- 
ments as might be desired. How- 
ever, with the gradual improvement 
in quality, her commercials were 
strengthened to the point where they 





became and have continued to be 
'as powerful as any announcements 
|on the air. 


| ‘Starting with the third cycle of 
13-weeks broadcasting, 14 of the less- 
'er stations on the network were 
canceled in view of indications that 
tangerines and fresh’ grapefruit 
would not pick out as originally es- 
timated and which eventually proved 
to be the case. Altogether, reduc- 
tions of about $53,000 in radio costs 
have been effected, thus reducing 
cost for 52 weeks broadcasting from 
$575,000, the amount of the original 
estimate, to $522,000. Each of the 
fresh fruits, also canned products, 
are bearing their proportionate share 
of costs, each receiving its propor- 
tionate share of commercial an- 
nouncements. 

hott However, Crossley reports for 
the last month show that the Mc- 
| Bride program had the largest gain 
|of any daytime program on the air’ 
In terms of radio advertising values, 
these findings would indicate that 
the McBride program has delivered 
| satisfactory results despite its lack 
of popularity among some in the 
(citrus) industry. It can truly be 
said that there is a greater variation 
of opinion among people as to what 
constitutes a good radio program 
than exists in any other form of ad- 
vertising. The Advertising Come 
mittee is firmly of the opinion that 
the present program has been an ex- 
cellent investment.’ 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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% of 

June 14. June 7. Change. 

7,251 7,141 +1.5 

Local 2,421 2,332 +3.8 

Nat'l Spot... 1,267 1,232 +2.8 

Wotak ...c0 - 10,939 10,705 +2.2 
(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


B.B. BD'CASTS 
BENEFIT BALTO 


Baltimore, June 17. 

National spot count took a jump 
here with home schedule ball games 
aired by WCBM helping. Lee Davis, 
former sports fixture at WCBM, 
switched to WCBR last week for 
nightly quarter-hour sports reviews 
sponsored by Tru-Fit Clothes, placed 
by Leon Golnick Agency. 

WBAL: Wonder Foam Co., through 
Rose Adv., 26 participations; Frank 
A. Fleer (Dubble Bubble gum), 
through N. W. Ayer, 65 spots; Lydia 
E. Pinkham, through Erwin, Wasey, 
14 one-minute announcements; Peter 
Paul (Walnettos), through Platt- 
Forbes, strip of five-minute pro- 
grams. 

WCBM: Western Maryland Dairy, 
13 10-minute ‘Motor Trails’; Roma 
Wine Co., through Jos. Wilner, 325 
spots; Cel O Wax, via Courtland 
Ferguson, 150 spots; Overbrook 
Wines, through Leon Golnick, 150 
spots; S. J. Van Lil Preserves, 15 
spots; Frank Fleer (Dubble Bubble 
gum), through N. W. Ayer, 19 spots; 
Cloverland Farms Dairy, through 
Maurice Azrael, 50 spots; Lord Cal- 
vert Beverages, through Schecter 
Adv., 78 spots; Calo Food Products, 
through Theodore Siegle, 50 spots. 

WCAO: Bowey’s, Inc. (Dari-Rich), 
through Sorenson, weekly spots; 
Careful Laundry, through Jos. Wil- 
ner, 100 participations; P. & G. 
(Ivory Snow), through Compton 
Adv., spots Monday through Fridays; 
Stephen Seth (Bendix washers), 
through Young & Rubicam, 40 day- 
time spots. 

WFBR: Tru-Fit Clothes, through 
Leon Golnick, quarter-hour sports- 
casts five nights a week for one year; 
Hausewald Bakers, through Paul 
Brown, 300 spots; Macfadden Publi- 
cations (True Story), through Arthur 
Kudner, renewed announcements; 
American Chicle Co., through 
Badger & Browning, nighttime news- 
casts, five minutes, three time a 
week; Ritter Packing Co., through 
Clements, 52 quarter-hour airings; 
Johnson & Johnson (Tek), through 
Ferry-Hanly, chain breaks. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 
June 14. June 7. Change. 

8,240 8,130 +1.4 

4,988 4,963 +0.5 

2,126 1,776 +19.6 
eocees 15,354 14,869 -+3.3 
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TALL OF 
TWO CITIES 
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“Stretch” your Philadelphia market with... 


*Based on 50-mile Reuben Donnelley Roster Recoll Survey 











Wilmington, Delaware, is 26 miles south 
of Philadelphia. Lancaster, 
is 50 air miles to the west. 
thriving communities, booming today 
with defense production, tune to WCAU 


more than to any other station for their 


radio entertainment". 


— 


This modern tale of two cities is duplicated 
many times over elsewhere in the great 
Philadelphia industrial circle**. For WCAU 
with its 50,000 Watts and its clear channel 
is Philadelphia’s only all directional 
“power station ...the only station that 


covers all of the great Philadelphia circle. 


THE ONLY 1-A CLEAR CHANNEL STATION IN EASTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND OR NEW JERSEY 


**Supporting dota on request. 





Pennsylvania, 


Yet these two 
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William Ramsey, Procter & Gamble radio head. in town last week, then 
attended 20th class reunion at Yale....Herloff Provenson subbing on 
WHN’'s early-risei show while Charles F. McCarthy vacations....Don 
Becker to Chicago....Hal Kosut, WWRL announcer, collaborating with 
George Heuther, of the engineering staff, on a 16-mm. film about Coney 
Island....‘The Sins of Kalamazoo,’ with words by Carl Sandburg and 
score by Ferdinand Davis, will be world-preemed tonight (Wednesday) 
over WNYC by the NYA concert orchestra, with Robert Hufstader con- 
ducting and Richard Hale narrating....Richard Willis, former Warner 
Brothers makeup man, now doing ‘Here’s Looking at You’ series over 
WOR....Jerry Lawrence handling WOR’s pre-dawn program, which 
started this morning (Wednesday). 


é Ted Maxwell subbing for Jane Crusinberry as scripter for ‘Mary Mar- 
lin’ for Procter & Gamble out of Chicago....show goes from Compton to 
Benton & Bowles in a couple of weeks....John Koepf, a P. & G. radio 
Supervisor, in New York for periodic confabs....Nick Kersta, of NBC 


doing missionary lecturing on television around the ad agencies... .‘Truth | 


‘or Consequences’ vaude date in Atlantic City cancelled because of local 


ordinance against money giveaways from stage....Gil Ralston, of Comp- | 


ton agency, met James West, of the P. & G. radio department in Wash- 
ington last week for the ‘Truth or Consequences’ broadcast, then both re- 
turned to New York....WHN airing ‘Summer Theatre of the Air,’ a series 


of briefie adaptations Monday nights of current shows at the Cedarhurst, | 


L. IL, strawhat. 

Lester O’Keefe directing ‘Listen, America’ series... .Dwight Cooke and 
Y. K. Sinith scripting it....tentatively set for future m.c. assignments on 
the show are Wendell Willkie, Dorothy Thompson, Fredric March, Robert 
E. Sherwood, Nelson Rockefeller, Eleanor Roosevelt, Paul De Kruif, Mayor 
LaGuardia, Helen Hayes and Katharine Cornell....James Fleming new 
announcer on ‘Goldbergs,’ with Fred Feibel the organist....public ser- 
vice departments at NBC have been moved to different quarters again.... 
Rex Beach has readied a semi-autobiographical radio series, ‘Personal 
Exposures,’ which Lyons & Lyons is agenting....James Krieger off ‘Pep- 
per Young’ series while he visits the midwest....due back Monday (23) 
....Wyllis Cooper has scripted a half-hour series, ‘Central Airport’.... 
Beth Brown has several serials being considered by ad agencies. 


Jack Meakin directing General Electric's ‘Hour of Charm’ while Tony 
Leader is on vacation....incidentally, Tony Leader has been dickering 
for the radio rights to ‘Strange Victory,’ by Rose Franken and William 
Brown Meloney....Sol Lesser owns the screen rights....While Joe Bell 
takes a freighter cruise vacation through the Canal, Tom Riley subs for 
him as director of ‘The Bishop and the Gargoyle’... .Riley also handling 
Joe and Mabel,’ while Howard Nussbaum is out with ‘Defense for Amer- 
ica’....WOR dickering with Groucho Marx for a summer sustainer.... 


WOR-Mutual wili present Elisabeth Rethberg and Alfred Wallenstein in | 


another summer sustainer....Diana Courtney, a new NBC singer, substi- 
tuted for Ted Steele on one of the latter’s night broadcasts over the blue 
band last week....Peggy Juranich, receptionist at WWRL, Woodside, 
N. Y., wed to Edward Rothwell, June 14, in New York. 


Margaret Lewerth, writer on ‘Gay '90s’ and ‘Hour of Charm,’ to marry 
Dr. Winfield E. Stumpf, of the Brooklyn hospital staff, later this summer 
....Phyllis Jean heard this spring in several Mutual shows out of WGR, 
Buffalo, and previously in a girl-and-boy act with Ted Steele, back in New 


York radio....she’s also being screentested....Earle McGill vacationing | 


at Lake Dunmore, Vt., until the Treasury Department show in the Fred 
Allen spot is ready to start....‘Proudly We Hail’ moves from Sunday 
afternoon to Friday night, starting this week....Lucille Webster, of the 
Bates agency, on two months’ leave of absence to undergo operation 
..--Diane Courtney doing repeat guester Monday night (23) on ‘Basin 
Street’. .. .Singer Betty Randall. being given NBC sustainer buildup.... 
William Burke Miller, NBC directer of talks, named network co-ordinator 
for committee for civilian defense, 


NBC Athletic Assn. annual outing today (Wednesday)... .Ralph Dumke 
and Budd Hulick guest today on Nellie Revell’s program....NBC-Red 
(WEAF) airs a four-chapter dramatic show, ‘Ad@yentures of Mr. Pertwee,’ 
by Ameel Fisher, Monday nights, beginning next week (23), but with the 
June 3C edition omitted....Dayton Allen new handling ‘Reward For Lis- 
tening’ series on WINS....Percy Faith batons the Ford summer show for 
four weeks starting Sunday (15)....guests include Fredda Gibson, Sunday 
(22); Joan Edwards, July 6; Buddy Clarke, Aug. 3; Mary Eastman, Aug. 10, 
and Maxine Sullivan, Aug. 24....Mack Davis of CBS artists’ bureau set 
them all....McCann food series Wednesdays-Fridays on WOR will remain 
over the summer for the first time, but shrinks from an hour to 15 min- 
utes.. .-Ted Steele, told he was to m.c. the Washington radio correspond- 
ents’ dinner in Washington last week, wasn’t informed that Vice-President 


Wallace, Secretary Morgenthau and a mob of Capitai big shots were to be | 
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| present so was momentarily panicked when he walked out and glimmed 
| his audience. 

Edward Lasker, of Lord & Thomas, failed to qualify in the Metropolitan 
Amateur Golf Tournament at the Montclair Country club last week. He 
missed by three strokes. Another putout was George Fry, NBC-Red sales 
service manager. Fry needed but one stroke....Jose Santos Quijano has 
been added to CBS’ international staff as Spanish announcer. 

Hugh Marlowe back from visit with his family in Chicago. ...Margaret 
Speaks painfully burned in accident in her home....Jackie Kelk, regular 


on the ‘Aldrich Family,’ auditioned for George Abbott's fall legit musical | 


....Donald Cook withdrawn from the lead in the ‘Thin Man’ series oppo- 
site Claudia Morgan, so Ruthrauff & Ryan auditioned Ray Johnson, John 
Holbrook, Paul Stewart, Will Geer and Santos Ortega for the part.... 
Flc «nce Lake and Helen Lewis left Saturday (14) to motor to the Coast 
for vacation—due back July 3....Julia King, with Benton & Bowles since 
1932, now doing food publicity for the agency....Lyn Murray and Barry 


Wood to Toronto for benefit show Friday night (20)....Murray’s ‘Meet | 


the Music’ series folds after next Sunday’s broadcast....Earle McGill 
wrote chapter on radio direction for John Gassner’s forthcoming sym- 
posium volume on play production....Paul Glynn, of WJSV, Washington, 
in town last weekend....Peg La Centra made series of one-minute trans- 
criptions last week for 7-Up. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Al Pearce will pass a month of his layoff period in Alaska fishing. Don 
Thornburgh to the high Sierras....Lou Silvers started his sixth year 
| beating time on the Lux show and has been renewed for another spell.. + 
Hal Peary and Isabel Randolph optioned for the fall ‘Fibber and Molly 
resumption....Freeman Keyes due on a talent safari for a new show.... 





Edgar Bergen will take his Chase & Sanborn troupe to Camp Roberts up | 


north for the season’s blow-off it Producer Maury Holland okays the 
| facilities.... KNX earmarking blocks of 200 tickets to every audience 
show for soldiers in town on leave....Don Thompson, NBC special eventer, 
doing a two-week hitch in the Naval Reserve....CBS sent its ‘I Was 
There’ show to Seattle to help dedicate the 50,000-watter at EIRO.... 
Farewell dinner for Joe Stauffer will be tossed by radio crowd on the 
eve of his departure east to head radio department for Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt....Columbia’s ‘Forecast’ series will again be spotted in the Lux 
spot after some hesitancy. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Bob Strong has added Jack Caban as first trombone on his ether band, 
'replacing Rocco Casiello....Ethel Reid Winser joins WGN Talent Division 
in charge of the lecture department. ...Freeman Keyes and H. J. Richard- 
son, Jr., of the Russel Seeds agency head for the Coast to set final details 
for return of the ‘Sheriock Holmes’ ether show to the NBC-Red on Sept. 
28 for Grove’s Bromo-Quinine....Linn Borden has been signatured for 
a five-year deal with options by the Russel Seeds agency and is currently 
on both ‘Uncle Walter's Doghouse’ and the ‘College Humor’ shows.... 





Forrest Lewis added to cast of ‘Scattergood Baines,’ Sharon Grainger, | 


Barbara Luddy and James Rose to ‘Story of Mary Marlin’. ...Louise Fitch 
has snared the role of ‘Carol Evans’ in the ‘Road to Life’ show. 
Rye Billsbury added to the WJJD announcing staff....Two new musical 
turns set for WJJD are the Evans Family, known as the Oklahoma Drift- 
ers, and novachordist Al Beckwith. ,..Pat Flanagan this week celebrates 
his 20th anniversary as baseball announcer... .Ray Wilson and Stu Daw- 
son working on new half-hour script show based on the Al Martin saws 


and characters. 


IN -SAN FRANCISCO... 


Concrete is now being poured for the new NBC building... .engineering 
staff, head@d by Thomas Phelan, Joe Arnone and Gordon Strang, all of 
| NBC, New York, have taken over an empty store directly across the street 
'as a field office....Harlan Dunning, KSFO announcer, heads cast of ‘De- 
sign For Learning,’ educational film produced by Photo & Sound... .Rita 
Murray, doing twice-weekly Breakfast Club Coffee quarters on CBS, air- 
|ing from San Francisco for a couple of frames... .Gladys Cronkhite of 
KPO International Kitchen drafted from the pots and pans to mike a so- 
ciety horse show in Alameda Geological Gardens... .Marie Houlahan, CBS 
praiser, now feeding copy to 26 dailies and 20 weeklies outside of Frisco, 
‘a new high....and she knows all the publishers personally. ...Florida 


‘ 





Edwards of NBC’s ‘Edwards Family’ probably will be U. S. O. theme girl | 
hares |. _she’s a redhead....Lincoln Dellar of KSFO named chairman of | 


the Advertising Club radio departmental....Bill Ryan of NBC is Ad Club 
| prexy....Paul Martin, former NBC leader here, starts a road tour for 
| William Morris office this month. 
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SCHOOLS FILE WMCA’s Defense Series 
| WMCA, New York, begiiis a series 
F R | M RANT of programs next week (23) which 
- will have as their main theme the 
|cities within its listening area. 
Washington, June 17. | Starting program is being built 
Interest in non-profit educational around the civic and industrial de- 
FM transmission increased recently , fS¢ push put on by Yonkers, N. Y., 
rh the Federal Communication os the following week 
ya ’ cans Bridgeport, Conn. Titled ‘Democra- 
Commission received applications cy at Work,’ the shows will use 
from the Board of Education of the Mayors of each town and various 
City of Chicago, the San Diego (Cal.) pen directing defense preparations. 
: nie es y rograms wi emanate from 
Unified School District and the Uni- wyyca’s studios, 2:30-9 p.m. 
versity of Illinois for berths on the S S were arranged for by Leon 
five high frequency channels re- Goldstein of WMCA press depart- 
served for this type of service. ment, cooperating with Chambers of 
Pointing out that FM stations Commerce in each town. 
make possible adult education as a: 
as being useful to the class 
room, Dr. John W. Studebaker, Com- 
of Education, expressed 


pleasure over upsurge of interest 
shown by schools and colleges. 











John Priebe, WBEN, Buffalo, 
tenor, set for season’s seventh date 
with Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Aug. 14 in Stockbridge, Mass. 


| defense efforts made by various | 


salutes | 


PAYROLL TRAFFIC 


New York City—Alwyn Bach, an- 
‘nouncer at WOR'’s FM outlet, 
| W7iNY, has resigned to join the 
| staff of KYW, Philadelphia. Me is 
succeeded by Seymour Harrison, 
|formerly with WNYC, New York. 
| Herbert Schmid, formerly with 
the Six Star syndicate and before 
| that with the National City Bank and 
Goodrich Rubber, has joined WOR 
_to make a study of the recording 
| market in relation to the sale of re- 
'cordings and general WOR sales. 
| Fred Barr, formerly WBYN and 
| previously with WARD, Brooklyn, 
;has joined the announcing staff of 
| WWRL, Woodside, N. Y., succeed- 
ing Douglas Way, who left to take 
'a job with AFRA. 








Bridgeport—Gare W. Ray out as 
WICC chief engineer afte? 12 years. 
George Keich replaces. Ray will 
handle sound for Pyrocade talking 
_ fireworks company. 





San Francisco—John Potter, for 
past two years producer and news- 
caster at KROW, has resigned to join 
staff of Photo & Sound, Inc., tran- 
scription outfit. Also new is Wil- 
liam E. Hockey, former president of 
Educational Recorders, Inc., Pasa- 
dena, Calif. 





| Springfield, Mass.—Richard Pur- 
,cell has joined announcing staff of 
| WMAS, taking place of Lee Alarie, 
‘called to army service June 1. Pur- 
cell formerly was at WMEX, Bos- 
ton. 





| Greenville, S, C.—Charlie Batson, 
‘program director, and Phil Pollard, 
assistant program director, WFBC, 
| granted absence leaves for military 
service. 

Jamestown, N. ¥.—Gene Crane at 
WJTN for summer, after serving as 
chief announcer of Syracuse Univer- 
sity Radio Work Shop and handling 
several programs over WSYR and 
WFBL, both in Syracuse. 

Back to university in Fall. 








Detroit.—Vern C. Alston, for the 
past 18 months on the studio’s engin- 
eering staff, has been promoted to 
chief engineer of station WXYZ and 
the Michigan Radio Network. 





Rochester, N. ¥.— Don Engle of 
WHAM music copyright dept., joins 
NBC in New York as page boy. Earle 
Thompson replaces. 

Mel Bartell WHAM news an- 
nouncer, slated for draft induction 
June 21 if he passes physical exams. 





Detroit.—Jimmy Stevenson, news- 
man at WJR and a major in the 
Judge Advocate General’s depart- 
ment, has reported for active service 
, at general headquarters, Sixth Corps 
Area. Order is for 28 days’ inten- 
|sive training, with subsequent as- 
signment’s unspecified. 

Stevenson is a lawyer and was an 
assistant prosecutor of Wayne county 
(Detroit) before joining WJR as 
newsman nine years ago. 





San Antonio—June Stroud added 
to KTSA here. 

Bob King is latest addition to an- 
nouncing staff. 

Jack Todd joins the engineering 
staff of station KABC. 

John Steadman on 
staff of WOAI. 
Chicago. 


announcing 
Comes from WGES, 





St. Louis—C. Cabanne Link, for- 
mer Deputy Register for the City 
of St. Louis, now in charge of pub- 
licity at KMOX, 

Hoyt Andres, gabber, formerly at 
WOAT, San Antonio, now at KWK. 

Roy Keyes, star of his own pro- 
gram ‘Keyes at the Keys,’ at KWK, 
has been inducted into the army. 

New York City—Temporary mem- 
bers of the engineering staff at WOR, 
i (Continued on page 52) 








In addition to the new applica- | 





tions, University of Kentucky will 
serve approximately 50 mountain 
schools when FM is substituted for | 
standard transmission; Board of | 
Education of the San _ Francisco | 
Unified School District has been au- 
thorized to use radio in 13 studios | 
in schools in that area and the) 
Cleveland Board of Education, serv- 
ing more than 150 receivers, has 
been granted permission to switch 
to FM. 








Form Elyria Radio Corp. 
Elyria, O., June 17. 
Northern Ohio Broadcasting Co., 
Elyria, O., has been incorporated 
with 350 shares of no-par value com- 
mon stock. 
Principals are Lynton H. Rogers, 











William H. Thomas and L. H. Stone. 
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And Blue programs—like Blue coverage— 
reach more customers per dollar 


We don’t carry Jack Benny, Fibber McGee or 
Charlie McCarthy—but do you realize what a 
high average the Blue’s programs have been 
hitting? And do you know that Blue programs 
cost much less per point of rating than the Red- 
CBS average? Here are three important facts 
we'd like you to knew about. 


First, the Blue’s average evening CAB rating 
during the past few months has gone up to 10 
points and over—a figure that speaks for itself. 


Second, the Blue’s continual development of 
new talent in new programs builds a special 


kind of audience loyalty. This was demon- 


strated recently when Blue shows took six 





first places in the recent Movie-Radio Guide 
poll of favorite programs. 


Third, a comparison of talent expenditures 
shows that the Blue achieves its immensely 
successful record with programs that cost 447 
less per quarter hour (sponsored) than its major 
network competition. 


Together, these three factors of program strength 
—added to the Blue’s lower time cost per thou- 
sand—prove why today, more than evér, the 
Blue produces sales thru the air with the great- 
est of ease, at the lowest cost of any medium 
entering the home. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


NETWORK O17 LIBG 
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THE SHOW OF THE MONTH— Like mystery? Of course, every- 
body does! And here’s a thriller so different we call each half-hour 
episode an “‘item’’ because it’s a real collector’s piece. Listen 
to the adventures of THE BISHOP AND THE GARGOYLE 
via the Blue on Saturday nights at 8:30 (New York Time). 
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‘Public Is Satisfied’—Paley Tells Solons 







































‘Continued from page 25) 
contempt for the people be is regu- 
’ lating. 
It was on Friday with the intro- 
duction to the witness chair of 
Ethridge, who resigned early in May | 
an appointment from President | 
Roosevelt to draw up a report on 
radio regulation, that the broadcast- 


ers began to get their answer to the 
charges of Fly and the FCC ma- 
jority into the record. At this point 
‘political favoritism’ began to grow 
as a contrapuntal melody at the 
hearings. Senators asked about al- 
—_—_—_———— 
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Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more information about 
WCCO, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 


Jesse Jones, Texas Democrat, and 


about Edward Noble, 
candy mint magnate, who applied on 
Dec. 15 and got an okay to buy 
WMCA, New York, on Dec. 17, an 
achievement which Fly-baiter T. A. 
M. Craven, dissenter member of the 
FCC, sarcastically called ‘very quick.’ 
Ethridge’s refusal to provide more 
explicit data in support of some of 
his political favoritism charges an- 
noyed Senator Tobey and provoked 
the ‘come clean’ remark, which 
caused a sensation at the hearings. 


Zero-Zero outlook for relief from 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission’s anti-monopoly orders did 
not deter industry spokesmen this 
week, though there was grudging 
private agreement that there's little 
likelihood the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee will take any 
action on the White resolution or 
that Congress will respond at this 
time to the varied suggestions for 


revision of the Communications 
Act. 
Despite the gloomy prospects, 


William S. Paley fired a heavy bar- 
rage and got Senator Burton K. 
Wheeler, the committee chairman, 
to announce he subscribes to the 
idea of licensing networks as indi- 
vidual entities. Before Paley took 
the stand Monday to make a series 
of tart remarks about the Commish 
and Mutual Broadcasting System, 
the soléns heard Mark Ethridge beg 
for an investigation and Commis- 
sioner T. A. M. Craven denounce 
the majority of the commission for 
‘usurping’ power never delegated by 
Congress. 

Rewriting of the statute has been 
discussed frequently in the past six 
days but this subject apparently is 
like the weather. Nobody seems in- 
clined to do anything but talk about 
it. Senator Wheeler several times 
nodded agreement with the idea the 
law ought to be brought up to date 
in accordance with changed circum- 
stances—the present statute, except 
for some details, is 14 years old— 
and Senator Wallace H. White, Jr., 
who wants a sweeping investigation, 
enthusiastically welcomed the in- 
dustry peoples’ suggestions that the 
time has come for new legislation. 


FCC Stages One Small 
Retreat in Strategy 


The Commission meanwhile staged 
a strategic retreat, but only a little 
one, by modifying its May 2 order 
to make unmistakably clear the pro- 
vision that the rule forbidding any 
affiliate to enter new agreements 
with any chain company having two 
networks (NBC chiefly, but also 
Yankee — Colonial regional net- 
works) can be postponed. At the 
same time, Chairman James Fly re- 
sorted to an unusual technique of 
writing a letter to Senator Wheeler 
to counteract some of the accusa- 
tions made since he finished his long 
speech upholding the Commish re- 
port and reform maneuvers. 


Hasty after-thought was the Com- 
mission’s move to ‘clarify’ the order 
and assure NBC of ‘ample time in 
which to dispose of one of its two 
networks’ as required by the regu- 
lations. Amendment said specifically 
the rule dealing with dualism does 
not become effective until Aug. 2, so 
that NBC affiliates whose contracts 
are expiring currently can gamble 
on further delay. The Commish 
stated ‘it is now permissible for sta- 
tions to enter into new affiliation 
contracts with NBC, pending dis- 
posal by the latter of one of its net- 
works, if such contracts satisfy all 
other requirements’ in the reform 
commandments. 

While Paley was assailing the reg- 
ulators and Mutual, Chairman Fly 
made known the text of a letter 
reiterating his contention the rules 
will not bring about diversion of 
business to large stations in major 
markets—as claimed by Craven — 
and again denying any thought of 
arbitrarily cracking down on licen- 
sees who may contest the validity of 
the reforms with court proceedings. 
Fly also released a telegram to Gor- 
don P. Brown of WSAY,- Rochester, 
declaring ‘the regulations do not 
prohibit a contract establishing a 
network and _ station affiliation 
whereby a network agrees to offer 
all its programs to one particular 
station in a community’. 

The Commish leader told both 
Brown and Senator Wheeler, as he 
argued during his appearance before 
the committee, there is no reason for 








leged radio conveniences extended te | 


Lifesaver | 


all the dire predictions. Any out- 
let can get ‘first call’ on the full 
network schedule, he said, providing 
|it reserves the unlimited right to 
| reject any particular program and 
| doesn’t try to keep the service from 
la competitor. Fly told Wheeler he 
| had ‘checked the point’ with his col- 
| leagues and the interpretation is 
| binding. 

(The modification of the order, 
reducing doubt whether the anti- 
dualism rule has been _ post- 
poned, was effected by the FCC 
by a 40 vote. Commissioner 
Norman S. Case did not partici- 
pate im the action, inasmuch 
as he never subscribed to the 
original order, while Commis- 
sioners Craven and George 
Henry Payne were not on hand 
for the meeting. Action came 
while Craven was on the stand 
before the senate group.) 

Despite this sign that the hard- 
| boiled regulators may be softening 
| and some observers’ ideas they have 
|a bear by the tail, most industry 
people were still gloomy this week 
about the outlook. Difficulty of get- 
ting the courts to issue orders stay- 
ing application of the Commish 
means the licensees will have to 
count on the carefully-worded and 
not wholly assuring promises Fly 
gave to the senate quizzers. 


Chances of congressional revision 
of the statute are so remote this 
idea is getting little serious thought. 
The way things are going, what with 
the war overshadowing all other leg- 
islation, most watchers agree with 
Chairman Wheeler the wish ig 
father to the thought. Even if the 
senate committee should be con- 
vinced such action is highly desir- 
able, it still would be necessary to 
convert the majority of the upper 
chamber and both the House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee and the 
house as well. 


Personalities of Senators 
Overshadowing Issues 


There has been a lot of oratory, 
with solons harranguing each other 
often, but there are too many con- 
fusing and conflicting factors. Re- 
publicans don’t see eye to eye, nor 
do the Democrats. Aside from the 
first couple of days, only four to 
six lawmakers have been on hand 
and these are by no means sure of 
their own feeling. The war issue, 
dislike of monopoly, of the Commis- 
sion, and of the Roosevelt adminis- 
tration, along with individual per- 
sonalities complicate the situation. 
Various members of the committee 
have selfish interests and indicate 
they are more concerned about mat- 
ters close to their own hearts than 
about such big issues as legality of 
the Commish action and the public 
welfare. 

Nevertheless, it is felt here that 
Paley did a good job of arguing that 
Congress ought to apply the brakes 
and replace the antiquated 1927 and 
1934 statutes with something more 
up to the minute. Declaring the in- 
dustry is neither ‘recalcitrant or de- 
fiant,, he said Congress ought to 
make an unbiased appraisal and 
threw out a good many suggestions 
about the way the problem can be 
solved. 

There should be a new law, the 
CBS head said, which provides (1) 
licensing on webs; (2) fairness by 
the industry in dealing with contro- 
versial subjects; (3) better definition 
of the regulators’ powers and duties; 
(4) separation of radio regulation 
from control of common carrier 
communications (telephone and 
telegraph); and (5) clear and spe- 
cific provisions for court review. 

The Commission is using the back 
door to put over its reforms, Paley 
complained, and indicates a feeling 
that ‘the success of the networks 
must be in some way improper.’ 
Unless Congress takes a hand, he 
feared, ‘we will drift into an ex- 
ercise of vague and undetermined 
powers’ by the regulatory agency. 
He remarked that ‘government 
servants, like other human beings, 
are somewhat swayed, however un- 
consciously, by self interest’ and 
said the industry ‘would wisely pre- 
fer the risks involved in the pre- 
cision of a well-drawn statute to 
the vagaries of men who almost 
seem to make up the law as they go 
along.’ 

Paley cited the absence of public 
complaint, the progress made, and 
the usefulness of radio to bolster 
his plea for a new statute. Under 
existing conditions the Commish is 
‘complaining witness, prosecutor, 











judge, jury. and hangman,’ with the | tors 


industry ‘stigmatized as a monop- 
olist and most of the important prac- 
tices of our business sweepingly 
|abolished by administrative fiat,’ he 
said. The industry is in a ‘state of 





Clark, Wheeler and Tobey) 
complaining repeatedly that stations 
were unfair on the war issue. One 
legalistic argument after another 
involved the solons, who sometimes 
forgot the witnesses for moments on 


‘terror’. because of the uncertainty, |end while they registered their per- 
/he complained, and the Commission's | sonal opinions and concepts. Wheeler 


arbitrary actions. 

The new statute should limit the 
regulators to three chief jobs, Paley 
recommended. The ‘unquestionably 
necessary traffic job’ of preventing 
interference and handing out assign- 
ments; to making sure there is no 
unfairness or ‘editorial bias’; and to 
reviewing the operations of each li- 
censee to see he serves public in- 
terest. Of course, the regulators 
should enforce any other specific 
provisions of the act—such as clauses 
banning lotteries—that Congress sees 
fit to write, he added. 

Monopoly dangers are fantastic, 
Paley argued, and the proposed re- 
forms will cause more harm than 
good. As soon as frequency modu- 
lation becomes fully established, he 
saw a chance of as many as 14 net- 
works. The listening public isn’t 
hurt, for service is free; advertis- 
ers don’t suffer, as they can use other 
media if radio doesn’t deliver. He 
took the view that in communities 
with only a couple of stations the 
listeners will be better off getting 
full diet from two chains than hav- 
ing bits of four or more menus. 
More chains wouldn’t necessarily 
have served the public better in the 
past, he maintained. 


Chairman’s ‘Easy Going 


Assurances’ Uncomforting | 


The CBS prexy threw frequent 
rocks at the Commish and charged 
Fly with misrepresentation and 
drawing red herrings across the trail. 
He said the Commish failed to grasp 
vital business and social factors 
while the head regulators resorted 
to ‘easy-going assurances’... that he 
will take care of everything and that 
everything will be all right.’ 


Paley was quizzed about Colum- 
bia’s financial experiences during 
Wheeler’s questioning about the pos- 
sibility of providing service to more 
stations. The Montana solon, as he 
did almost daily, opined the net- 
works ought to see that their pro- 
grams reached a bigger audience, 
even if it becomes necessary to adopt 
an all-or-nothing policy in booking 
sponsors, 


Paley declared there hasn't been 
a ‘fair picture’ of the industry’s 
profits, remarking that CBS last year 
netted only 8.79% on its gross while 
the receipts of affiliates from net- 
work sales of their time have more 
than doubled in a decade, hitting 
45.85% last year. Wheeler insisted 
the CBS profit of 33% on the basis 
of present investment should be con- 
sidered, challenging Paley’s conten- 
tion that radio is a ‘personal serv- 
ice business’ and observing that 
‘when you are making a good profit 
I don’t think there’s any reason for 
not seeing that rural audiences get 
more of your better programs; that’s 
intelligent selfishness. The CBS 
executive pointed out his company 
has to do $26,000,000 worth of busi- 
ness a year to come out even, but 
Wheeler still felt the chains have 
been too grabby. 


Though he agreed with Paley the 
law ought to provide for licensing 
of networks, Wheeler was not in ac- 
cord on all of the points raised. He 
told the CBS head he’s ‘not sure you 
aren’t in the common carrier class,’ 
nc matter what the statute now says 
and differed with Paley’s assertion 
the chief reason for setting up a 
regulatory body was to prevent in- 
terference between outlets. The air- 
waves belong to the government, not 
to private individuals, the solon re- 
minded Paley. 


On the stand for three successive 
hours Monday (16) and for another 
spell Tuesday (17), Paley went into 
an elaborate analysis of the probable 
effect of the rules and commented 
caustically that Fly doesn’t seem to 
know just what the rules mean. 
Wheeler chided CBS for not offer- 
ing any alternatives to the Commis- 
sion’s proposed regulations, but 
seemed at several stages to be im- 
pressed with Paley’s predictions. 
Paley waded through 52 pages be- 
fore the Monday session ended, and 
was due to be succeeded by Niles 
Trammell, the NBC prexy. 


The committee frequently went 
off on tangents and detours during 
last week’s hearing. Most common 
diverting topic was freedom of 
speech and equality of air oppor- 
tunity, with the isolationists (Sena- 





time and again reflected deep dis- 
satisfaction with the way the com- 
mission has functioned, and White 
did the same, though their criticisms 
were not always of the same sort. 
The Mutual group, backing up 
Chairman Fly 100%, insisted nothing 
but good will come from the rules, 
the commish had _ unquestionable 
legal authority to promulgate the 
commandments, and if their web 
cannot get better breaks there is no 
chance of any rival loosing the Co- 
lumbia and National grip on the 
cream business. 
Louis G. Caldwell, the Mutual 
general counsel, argued the commish 
(Continued on Facing Page) 
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is duty-bound to weigh social and 
economic factors in judging what 
serves public interest, but shied 
away from the idea of any program 
supervision. Public interest doesn’t 
have much meaning if you don’t 
look at the question of the degree 
of competition existing, the barrister 
contended, and ‘free competition’ is 
required by the terminolos-’ of the 
statute. 

Agreeing the question of commish 
powers will be settled in court, 
Caldwell advanced the idea the reg- 
ulators have the right to forbid sta- 
tions from transferring control over 
any of their operations to networks 
and the rules are designed to 
achieve this objective. 

There were numerous arguments 
between Wheeler, White, and Cald- 
well as to what the law actually 
provides. The two solons often 
agreed the regulators have been in- 
consistent and negligent, but they 
seldom saw eye to eye on the propo- 
sition of commish authority to eradi- 
cate monopoly. 

Throughout the week, Wheeler 
stuck to the idea that the commu- 
nications act justifies regulations of 
.the sort under fire, although he 
often reflected doubt about the wis- 
dom of the particular rules. White 
firmly denied Congress ever passed 
on to the regulatory agency the re- 
sponsibility for deciding when mo- 
nopoly exists or for taking indepen- 
dent action to prevent it. The Maine 
Republican challenged Caldwell’s 
statement the law embodies the 
‘free competition’ theory, remarking 
that ‘everybody recognizes there 
can’t be free competition’ as long as 
the number of facilities is limited. 


Rural Service, A.T.& T. 
Draw Some Attention 


The Montana Democrat continual- 
ly brought up the matter of service 
to the sparsely-settled sections and 
the obligation, as he sees it, of chains 
to force their programs out through 
more stations. Even if there isn’t 
any demand from advertisers, the 
webs should plow back their earn- 
ings in the form of more service, he 
indicated. In this connection, the 
question of line charges was brought 
up repeatedly. Quizzing Commander 


Craven, about the A.T. & T. tele- 
phone situation, Whc drew a 
confession the regulators haven’t 


done as much as they can and should 
about lowering the cost from station 
links, while Craven also suggested 
the possibility of using short-wave 
plants to relay programs and cut the 
cost of land lines. 

Mutual’s finances were examined 
briefly while Fred Weber, the chain 
general manager, was on the stand. 
Wheeler asked about a rumor that 
Col. Robert McCormick, owner of 
the Chicago Tribune and WGN, put 
up $500,000 last year to help the 
rookie web, which Weber denied 
with explanation that the three big- 
gest stockholders each 
$109,000 toward operating costs and 
the other four poured in $40,000 
apiece. It is impossible for Mutual 
to make a profit, but the 1940 loss 
shown in FCC reports is only a 
paper deficit, Weber testified. 

Out 


‘Not Beachcombers 
For Wreckage’—McCosker 


Forebodings 
entirely 
Caldwell 
out that 
different 
50,000 or more, while NBC has two 
outlets in each of 40 cities, took the 
view that listeners pick programs, 
not networks or stations on a basis 
of ownership or identity. Idea that 
rules forbid regular affiliation and 
will result in ‘government interven- 
tion’ in business affairs is based on 
misunderstanding, Weber opined, 
adding that independent outlets 
haven’t been heard from and the 
opposition to the reforms comes 
from ‘organized group’ of transmit- 
ters. 

If the rules would have the dire 
consequences asserted by the rest of 
the industry, Mutual wouldn’t favor 
them, Alfred J. McCosker, web’s 
board chairman observed. The 
rookie web’s future ‘depends upon 
not being so restricted by govern- 
ment regulation that we cannot en- 
gage in sound, efficient and profit- 
able operations,’ he remarked, and 
‘no one at Mutual has had the atti- 
ture of wanting to see confusion or 
impairment of network broadcasting 
simply in the hope of being able to 
grab something out of the wreck- 
age.’ 

Craven had several 


of reform foes are 
unjustified, Weber and 
asserted. Latter, pointing 


rough mo- 


ments at the outset of his testimony, | 
Wheeler 


with Senators Tobey and 


contributed | 


Mutual cannot get into 43 | 


cities with population of | duct of a radio broadcasting busi- 


Paley On Stand 


Continued from page 32> 











/going after him particularly about 
the legality of the majority’s action. 
Tobey pointed out the dissenting 
commissioners voted originally in 
favor of the probe leading to the 
rules, but Craven maintained this 
did not commit them to subscribe to 
what has been done. Wheeler took 
issue repeatédly with the former 
naval officer about the extent of 
power to judge when stations serve 
the public interest. 





Roughs Up Paley 





Washington, June 17. 

Yesterday (Tuesday) Paley’s 
second session resulted in his 
taking a pushing around by Sen- 
ator Wheeler, who questioned 
sarcastically ‘the need’ for tying 
up affiliates for five years 
and the time option system. 
Paley also heard the recent CBS 
analysis of the FCC rules de- 
scribed as containing nothing 
but ‘your conclusions and inter- 
pretations—not facts.’ 

Wheeler found fault with pro- 
grams of ‘dime novel’ type, 
rapped gangster stuff and jazz 
and raised the ‘breaking down 
morals’ hobgoblin. 

Attorney John J. Burns, fol- 
lowing William S. Paley as a 
witness on Tuesday. made strong 
plea for delay of FCC rules so 
that no damage be done pending 
trial. He claimed FCC is des- 
perate to keep webs out of 
courts. 

Burns quipped that ‘new laws 
were needed to license networks 
but not to destroy them.’ 








While he contended the majority 
‘usurped’ authority never delegated 
by Congress, Craven conceded there 
are abuses and conditions needing 
correction. Exclusivity may be good 
or bad, contracts ought to be more 
fair, and option privileges can be 
misused, he said, but the majority 
is more likely to foster a more vi- 
cious type of monopoly than bring 
more competition. The commission, 
after finishing its prolonged study, 
should have laid the results before 
Congress and asked for instructions, 
or else should cite its findings to the 
Federal Trade Commission and Jus- 
time Departments for punitive ac- 
tion, he declared. 

Danger that business will ‘gravi- 
tate’ toward big stations at the ex- 
pense of little fellows was seen by 
Craven. Pointing out the majority 
originally proposed to confess In the 
report (but later dropped this sec- 
tion) that the result of the rules can- 
not be forecast, he complained there 
never has been a satisfactory expla- 





nation how the regulations will 
work in practice. Since there is no 
‘open market condition’ in the 
broadcasting business, the regula- | 
tions disregard economic laws and | 
are liable to encourage ‘a conglom- | 
eration of local monopolies,’ the | 


commander warned. 


WOR Is Now Bambro, Inc. 


Albany, June 17. 
Completing a legal formality the 
Bamberger Broadcasting Service, 
Inc., of Newark, N. J., has filed a 











statement that its office for the con- 





|ness in New York is now 1440} 
| Broadway (where WOR’s headquar- 
liters have long been located). J. R 


| Poppele is listed as secretary of the 





| Broadcasting 


corporation and its capital stock at 
$250,000, $100 par value. 

At the same time, Bamberger 
Service, Inc., New 
York, changed its name to Bambro 
Corp. Leon Lauterstein was filing | 
attorney in both instances. 


WMaAS’ Freak Cut-Off 


Springfield, Mass., June 17. 

WMaAS, local Columbia outlet, lost 
two and a half hours of network 
stuff between 10:30 and noon when | 
a steam shovel excavating near the 
transmitter site broke telephone 
cables carrying programs from the} 
studio. Station engineers tried a| 
temporary splice in the cable but | 
results were unsatisfactory. 

Announcers hurried down to the | 
transmitter and carried on with chat- | 
ter and canned music, plus some 
local stuff, until the telephone work- | 
men repaired the damage. Al Mar- 
lin, station manager, said the station | 
was actually off the air locally for 
only a few minutes. 











UNIQUE 4-STATE CHECK 
RANKS WOR 


DOMINANT SATURDAY 
HHRST! 





“ng LEStY loned 
Saturday favorite 


in New York, —— 


eee feat 


9,000 peoples 


ama yd 


pennsylv 
13,40 





807% more listeners than highest 
ranking 50,000 watter 


110%, more listeners than next 
ranking 50,000 watter 


1507 more listeners than lowest 
ranking 50,000 watter 


e Again—as in 1940*-but this time more thoroughly, more 
completely, more convincingly, WOR has proved that it dominates 
the Saturday morning audience. But WOR did not stop at this. 
Based on a carefully selected audience sample, WOR found that it 
is the MAJOR station listened to MOST AMONG ALL INCOME 
GROUPS; and that its Saturday morning audience is TYPICAL OF 
A WEEKDAY EVENING AUDIENCE.* 


* These facts are based on a new, advanced type of listening check just made 
for WOR by Crossley, Inc., and basic data previously published im the station’s 
“Story of Saturday”. Agenctes and advertisers may obtain a detailed recap by 





writing —WOR at 1440 Broadway, in New York. 
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Isolation Senators Use Hearings 
To Grumble About Pro-British 


Bias of News Commentators 





Washington, June 17. 


Broadcast industry observees came 
away last week with the impression 
that isolationist members of the In- 
terstate Commerce Committee of the 
United States senate might succeed 
in provoking some grief for local 
stations that have been careless 
about keeping careful records and 
balancing their schedules as between 
pro-British spokesmen and their 
opponents. 

The ‘free speech’ question flared 
time after time during the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee 
hearings on the White Resolution 
and Senatorial complaints—chiefly 
about the short-comings of individ- 
ual stations rather than the networks 
—led the Federal Communications 
Commission to instigate an immedi- 
ate query into the way licensees 
have carried out their public inter- 
est obligation in this regard. Regu- 
lators, under the prodding of solons 
bitterly opposed to President Roose- 
velt’s foreign policy, began ‘check- 
ing’ on the amount of time granted 
the pro and con speakers in the na- 
tional debate over peace and war. 


Charges that supporters of the 
Roosevelt policy and advocates of 
American entry into the war have 
received all the breaks were fired 
at Chairman James L. Fly and Com- 
missioner T. A. M. Craven of the 
FCC by three outspoken members 
of the isolationist faction, Senators 
Burton K. Wheeler of Montana, D. 
Worth Clark of Idaho, and Charles 
W. Tobey of New Hampshire. 

Demands that the Commish should 
Yack up’ stations were made by 
Wheeler on several occasions. He 
felt the regulators ought to set down 
renewal applications for hearing 
and make a direct inquiry about the 
way the ‘interventionists’ and ‘isola- 
tionists’ have been treated. Any 
licensee who takes sides fails to live 
up to the terms of his license, 
Wheeler declared. 

Tobey’s Complaint 


Complaints about network com- 
mentators were made by Tobey, but 
the chains were credited with being 
fair abdut making time available to 
senators fighting the Administration’s 


course, The webs have been ‘emi- 
nently fair,’ Clark observed, and 
Tobey added ‘and generous.’ But 


the New Hampshire Republican de- 
nounced the news commentators for 
being ‘99% one way.’ 

Fulton Lewis, Jr., spieling via 
Mutual for several years, received 
dubious pats on the back at one 
stage of the rowing about editorial 
policies. When Tobey first made his 
accusation, Fred Weber, Mutual gen- 
eral manager, cited Lewis as one 
commentator who does not favor 
American participation in the war. 
After both Clark and Wheeler had 
applauded the MBS interpreter, 
Clark asked to have the record cor- 
rected—at instance of one of Lewis’ 
friends—to show that the critical 

















_ solons considered him impartial, 
sears 
Around 
the Clock 
24-hours 
a day 
Represented by BLAIR 


rather than desiring to pin an ‘isola- 
tionist’ tag on him. 

The principle in section 315 of the 
Communications Act — requiring 
licensees to treat all candidates for 
public office alike—ought to be ex- 
tended to cover discussion of every 
major issue, Senator Wallace H. 
White, Jr., a strong supporter of the 
President’s foreign policy, averred. 
This idea was commended by Com- 
mander Craven, who also noted that 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters’ code requires all talk on 
controversial topics to be on a sus- 
taining basis and specifies that each 
side is entitled to equal opportunity. 


Webs Count 
Senator Davis 


On Their Side 


Washington, June 17. 

Warning that ‘this is no time to 
weaken the avenues of communica- 
tion and transportation throughout 
the land’—made fortnight ago by 
Senator James J. Davis, Republican 
of Pennsylvania—is being recalled 
today by industry big-shots caught 
in the switches of the current Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee 
hearings on the White resolution. 

While Davis’s kind words are re- 
garded as rather cold comfort, since 
he is not a member of the committee, 
his reminder that ‘communication 
and the government (as well as labor 
and industry, agriculture and tran- 
sportation, etc.) must all stand to- 
gether now to keep the wolf of 
tyranny away from our door’ indi- 
cated that the chains have a friend 
at court in the Pennsylvania solon. 
Particularly welcome to broadcast 
leadership was his description of the 
recent ‘new regulations’ of the FCC 
as a ‘direct body blow to national 
unity’ and his high praise of cuffo 
programs bringing cultural and edu- 
cational programs to the multitude 








radio systems’ permit donations of 
great value to the country. 





WQXR to 10,000 Watts 


Station WQXR, New York, will put 
into operation late this summer its 
new grant doubling its power to 
10,000 watts. Also the outlet is cur- 
rently expanding and renovating its 
studios and is about to extend its 
operating schedule. 

Power increase, authorized June 
3 by the FCC, will be possible with 
only minor equipment alterations 
and additions at the Transmitter at 
Maspeth, L. I. Changes in the stu- 
dios will include increased office 
space, -additional broadcasting stu- 
dios, installation of air-conditioning 
and new equipment. And under the 
revised schedule effective June 21, 
the station will operate continuously 





from morning until midnight, elim- 


$200 for Broken Leg 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 17. 

Virgil V. Evans, former owner 
of WSPA here, was sued for 
$10,000 by Elbert C. Harmon, for- 
mer employee, who alleged that 
as control operator, he was in- 
structed to repair broken trans- 
mitter line and fell while using 
allegedly worn and unsafe equip- 
ment. Harmon plunged 20 feet 
from power line pole and broke 
a leg. 


Jury awarded him $200. 


Accuse Mexican Engineer 
Of Sabotage Against 
German Social Casino 


Mexico City, June 17. 

Jose Rivera Rios, a Mexican radio 
engineer, is in jail here awaiting 
trial on charges preferred by Hilmar 
Sigmund, manager of the local Ger- 
man Casino, that the engineer with 
two unidentified companions who 
escaped climbed onto the roof of the 
Teuton recreation center and cut the 
wires of its radio service. This ac- 
tion, it is said, followed a meeting 
in a nearby hall of the ‘Pro Demo- 
cacies Club’ at which Nazism and 


other totalitarianism were bitterly 
scored, 








torney that Rivera Rios’ action con- 
stituted sabotage ‘engineered by the 
enemies of Nazism to deprive not 
only members of my club of radio, 
but also to embarrass the entire 





Sigmund told the District At- | 


In Line With 


United Press Sponsored in Brazil; — 


Aylesworth Idea 





FRISCO’S CHINATOWN 





San Francisco, June 17. 

KGEI, General Electric  short- 
waver, is now operating with 50 kw 
|following transmitter shift from 
Treasure Island to Belmont, 30 miles 
south of Frisco, on GE property also 
housing KPO’s juice plant. Station 
pulled switch on its 20,000 watts at 
9:15 a. m. last Monday (9), was on 
the air for a test from Belmont in 
| less than 48 hours and resumed reg- 
| ular schedules with increased power 
at 4 a. m. Thursday (12). 

Pending opening of studios in the 
Fairmount hotel here early in July, 
'programming will be done from 
|Belmont. Opening of the new stu- 
dios will call for a series of gala oc- 
| casions, one each for Latin America, 
| Alaska, etc. Most colorful will be the 
Chinese send-off, with Chinatown 
|already mapping a street parade and 
general celebration. Orientals are 
pleased over KGEI’s recently inau- 
|gurated midnight-to-1 a. m. (PST) 
Goodwill Hour in Chinese, beamed 
at the Far East. 








Omaha.—William Wiseman, pub- 
licity manager of WOW, Omaha, has 
been given the added duties of pro- 
motion manager of the station, suc- 
ceeding Howard O. Peterson, who 
continues as local sales and research 


The United Press has a deal with 
Bristol-Myers to sponsor 15 minutes 


HAILS SHORTWAVER asic Nacionai, Rio de Janerio, and 


Radio Record, Sao Paulo, U.P. and 
Brazilian officials will cooperate so 
that the news conforms with na- 
tional policy. Sal Hepatica and 
Ipana will get the plugs. 

Bristol-Myers has long been a big 
radio advertiser in Latin lands. It 
has programs in Mexico, Argentina, 
Peru, Chile, Colombia, Venezuela, 
Cuba, Panama, Porto Rico and the 
Philippines. 

This U.P. deal in Brazil is in line 
with the proposals of M. H. Ayles- 
worth, who succeeded Don Francisco 
as radio director of the Nelson 
Rockfeller committee on Pan-Amer- 
ican relations. Aylesworth believes 
in sponsorship of local programs in 
South America and has urged this 
view upon American business men 
in recent New York meetings. 

A meeting in Aylesworth’s office 
a fortnight ago was attended by rep- 
resentatives of CBS, NBC, Crosley, 
General Electric and WRUL, Bos- 
ton. At that time he outlined his 
South American ideas. 

Gillette’s Re-Broadcasts 
| Gillette Safety Razor, in addition 
to its U. S. A. (Mutual) sponsorship 
| of the Louis-Conn fight tonight 

(Wed.) is feeding it te South Amer- 
'jca from WGEO, Schenectady. It 
will be picked up and re-broadcast 





because ‘overhead savings of unified ; 


German colony here.’ i manager. 





Washington, June 17, 
That Lean Look 
Though the crowds were much smaller the bon mots were more numer- 
Ous at last week’s sessions. 
One of the biggest hands was drawn b 


y Commander Craven's explana- 
tion why 


Mutual is so anxious to see the rules go into effect. In his 


estimation ‘they’re just a little hungrier because they are late arrivals at 
the feast.’ 





Figure This Remark Out 

Steady listeners had trouble at times doping out what side various solons 
are on. Such as when Senator Clark, who frequently seems gravely con- 
cerned over the commission's actions, remarked ‘This monopoly issue 
doesn’t impress me a bit. The only time monopoly should be considered 
is when it comes into conflict with public interest.’ 





$100 Bills Excite Imaginations 

Analogy drawn by Louis G. Caldwell to answer Senator White’s con- 
tention that Mutual is doing very well despite the ‘handicaps’ about which 
it complains backfired. When the Maine solon observed MBS claims more 
outlets than any rival web, Caldwell remarked the quantitative test is 
like looking at the contents of two men’s pocketbooks and saying the 
individual with 10 one-dollar bills has more money than the bird with 
a century note. Commander Craven recalled this comparison to bolster 
his prediction the rules will mean more business for the big stations and 
less for the little fellows. Mutual would go after the $100 bills and let 
the $10 ones go out the window, he commented. 





Not Hampered By Consistency 
The commish got whacked constantly for inconsistency. Senator Wheeler 
observed that one individual is forced to go through costly, time-consum- 
ing hearings but another with the right connections can get his papers 
stamped easily and quickly. Caldwell said once he took all the decisions 
dealing with chains, sorted them out according to 10 major points, and had 
no trouble proving the regulators had decided both ways. Senator White 


ois in they haven’t been consistent from their cre-tion to ‘this good 
our,’ 





Unwilling Witnesses 
Any complaints that Congress pesters the commission too much are un- 
founded, in Senator White’s view. He told his colleagues ‘I’ve been trying 


to get them (the FCC) here (before the committee) for five years and they 
never came until now . 


ting he was an unwilling witness, 





Smaller Crowds, Better Gags + 


neve .. and they weren’t very enthusiastic about com- 
ing.’ So when Craven took the stand he prefaced his remarks by admit- | 


; but a little weak on poker . 


longwave on HCJB, Quito, Ecuador 
and LR1, Buenos Aires. Gillett will 
pay advertising time costs for this. 





| Springfield, Mass.—Recent changes 
leave WSPR with an almost com- 
: pletely new technical staff. Excep- 
tion is Russell Pinney, here since 
1936, and recently named chief engi- 
neer. New engineers are Paul T. 
Kane, Thomas J. Sullivan, Frederick 
H. Ricker, John White, Carl T. Mil- 
|ner, Charles F. Stinson and Walter 
Simpson. Robert Jones, formerly of 
WMAS here, has been added to the 
announcer staff. 











SPoars EviTor 














Red-headed, freckle-faced, weighing 
two hundred pounds, an authority on 
baseball, football, golf, swimming, 
tennis, soft ball, and what have you, 
- » puts 








4 











inating the present mid-day break. 





The Memory of a Senator too much faith in two pairs! 
Remarkable length of senatorial memories impressed spectators. Sen-| WBIG is proud of its sports editor, 
ator White particularly startled the industry people by his ability to recite | Bill Jax. He pleases the sponsor as 
a en Fe the series of-regulatory bills he sponsored in the early 20’s | well as the listener. 
and recollection of just why certain provisions went into the 1927 act. | 
: ; ; : ‘| Pet abomination: time chiselers. 
Senator Wheeler also was quick to revive discussions and hap i 
. appenings Years | WIG has 5000 richly-laden watts 


back. 

covering the Magic Circle, the rich- 
est and most populous fifty-mile area 
in all the southeast. A Columbia 
Broadcasting System affiliate. 


A MACIC CIRCLE. 


5000 richly ladei. watts. 
night and day .. . soon 

. to cover the rich- 
est and most populous 
area in all the south- 
east. 


A Columbia Broadcasting 
System affiliate. 

















Lawyers and Lobbyists 

Lawyers and lobbyists don’t rate very high with the Montana Democrat. 
Wheeler was particularly critical when William S. Paley said certain at- 
torneys were advising clients against signing contracts with only one web, 
remarking that was ‘pretty poor advice.’ He observed that ‘lawyers and | 
lobbyists like to scare hell out of their clients so they can get more money.’ 
Senator Smith also got a laugh at expense of the legal profession. When 
Paley noted he has spent a good deal of time with lawyers in the last 
three years, the South Carolinian asked ‘Couldn’t you find any better 
company?’ 


By JANE WEST 










| NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano H{EART-THROBS 





Ethridge’s Casey-at-the-Bat 
Even his warm industry admirers were disappointed in Mark Ethridge. 
Particularly his refusal to supply details about the instances of alleged 
favoritism which he charged at St. Louis. In the estimation of most spec- 
tators the WHAS slugger Caseyed in the ninth inning. 
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LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 
IN WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS 
: COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 








Wheeler Off to the War 
Looks like an extended run for the senate committee. Hearings are due 
to be suspended the latter part of the week since Senator Wheeler is 
booked for more anti-war speechmaking. Senator Clark also is on the 
road, 
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XERA, 180,000-Watter, Confiscated 
By Mexican Troops; Owners 
Brinkley) to Be Paid Off 


(Not 





Mexico City, June 17. 

Mexican troops have confiscated 
station XERA at Villa Acuna, op- 
posite Texas, which has operated at 
180,000 watts, the third most power- 
ful station in the world. The sta- 
tion is accused of ‘persistently em- 
barrassing Mexico by broadcasting, 
despite frequent warnings, undesir- 
able advertising matter and mes- 
sages in code.’ The latter aroused 
considerable suspicion in Mexico and 
in the United States. 

‘Doc’ Brinkley, the goat gland spe- 
cialist, has denied that he has had 
any legal connection with XERA 
since 1933. His broadcasts have tap- 
ered off although his wife continued 
actively until recently. The ‘doc’ is 
now taking a bankruptcy bath in the 
state of Texas. 

This station has been controlled 
for some time by a Mexican com- 
pany buf with considerable Ameri- 
can cash and backing. XERA had 
not been very active of late. It had 
been more or less dormant since 
Mexico fell in line last’ March 29 
with the North American radio 
pacts adopted at the Havana conven- 
tion of December, 1937. / 

Confiscation of this station, ordered 
by a special decree of President 
Manuel Avila Camacho and executed 
by government officials, backed by 
troops, was in line with the an- 
nouncement made last January by 
the administration’s press depart- 
ment that drastic action would be 
taken. 

The station is to be operated by 
the federal government on a basis 
that is being arranged. Indemnifi- 
cation is promised its owners, pay- 
ment to be made within 10 years of 
the confiscation. Evaluation is now 
in progress. 


AXIS SPRAYERS 
ANNOY MEXICO 


Mexico City, June 17. 

Clandestine radio stations which 
broadcast Axis propaganda have got- 
ten in the hair of the authorities of 
Aguascalientes City, key central 
railroad and industrial town. There 
are ten such stations functioning in 
and about the town, it is said. 

Aid of the Ministry of Communi- 
cations and Public Works, ruler of 
air affairs in Mexico, has been en- 
listed to eliminate these stations and 
also make amateurs toe the mark. 
The Government expects to soon rid 
Mexico of all ‘nuisance radio sta- 
tions’ and punish their operators, 


Cedric Foster at WAAB 


Boston, June 17. 

Cedric W. Foster, WHTH, Hart- 
ford, radio news commentator, will 
join the Yankee-Colonial networks 
staff June 23. 

Foster will continue to be heard 
Mondays through Fridays at 2 p.m. 
over the Mutual net with the pro- 
grams emanating from WAAB here. 

In addition, he starts the first com- 
mercial FM series in New England 
on Mobilgas news program to be 
heard on W43B, Boston, and W39B, 
Mt. Washington, N. H. 
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PEDRO DE LILLE’S TRIP 


He Opens Chihuahua Studios and 
Gets a Special Appellation 








Mexico City, June 17. 

Pedro de Lille, probably Mexico’s 
highest priced announcer, has been 
doing a guest period at XEJR, 
Chihuahua City, near the UW. S. bor- 
der. This was in connection with 
new studios of station. 

He was made a ‘favorite son’ of the 
state upon his departure for XEW, 
Mexico City. This may sound like a}. 
Kentucky Colonel gag to Yankees 
but it’s quite an honor here, usually 
being limited to ex-presidents and 
high dignitaries. 


BBC SETS MORE 
TALKS FROM 
USA. 


The New York office of the British 
Broadcasting Corp. now supplies 
London with an increasingly volume 
of commentary by Americans or by 
exiles now in America. BBC has 
not failed to observe and to exploit 
the fact that continental Europeans 
are doubly impressed by American 
voices and by familiar voices from 
their own lands now in American 
exile. Those living under the Nazi 
barbed wire are impressionable to 
the far-off power of the U. S. A. 
BBC’s American representative, 
Gerald Cock, arranges for the U. S. 
talks to be sent either by regular 
transoceanic relay for pick-up and 
recording in England or by Ameri- 
can-made transcriptions. Both NBC 
and CBS cooperate freely in these 
matters, a return courtesy for favors 
extended by the BBC in London to 
Fred Bate, Ed Morrow, et al. 
Among the talks clearing through 
the New York BBC office are: 

In English 
Alistaire Cooke. 
Elmer Davis. 
H. B. Elliston. 
James Weldon, 
Vincent Sheen. 
Raymond Gram Swing. 
Dorothy Thompson. 
Albert Warner. 

In French 
Justin O’Brien. 
Jules Romains. 
Grand Duchess of Luxembourg, 

In German 
Beach Conger. 
Thomas Mann. 

In Czech 
Viadimir Hurban. 
Voscovek and Wreich. 


Yankee Propaganda Via 
BBC Evokes Contradiction 
From German Sources 














London, May 29. 

U. S. news commentaries are now 
fed German listeners from BBC. 
Beach Conger gives a review of 
American events each Thursday 
from London. German ‘Aryan’ ref- 
ugee Thomas Mann is aired monthly 
by BBC. His talk is recorded in 
U. S. A. and clippered to this side. 
Professor Arthur Newall is another 
commentator fed at intervals to the 
German listener. 
BBC claim very definite proof of 
reaching the ears of that land with 
this propaganda stuff. Fancy check- 
ups are made, most prominent being 
the immediate outburst from Nazi 
stations in rebutting some statement 
aired by BBC. It’s good enough. 


CBS Brings Brazilian 


To N. Y. for Newscasts 


Dr. Luis Jatoba has been brought 
in from Brazil by CBS to do news 
and program announcing in Portu- 
guese over the network’s international 
shortwave outlet, WCBX. 

Luis Lopez Correa, also a Portu- 
guese language broadcaster, remains 





JOHN ROYAL'S LATIN 
TRIP TO BEGIN JULY 1 


John Royal, NBC vice-president 
in charge of international radio, will 
probably leave about July 1 by air 
on a seven-week trip to South 
America. It’s his fourth trip. 

He will visit all 21 republics be- 
fore returning. 


XEW Has Half 
Of Mexico City’s 
Radio Employes 


Mexico City, June 17. 

A recent check-up in this City re- 
veals that some 600 artistes, mu- 
sicians and others who perform be- 
fore the mike exclusively depend 
upon radio here for a living. About 
100 of these are women. Some 300 
of the air entertainers are regularly 
employed by one _ station, XEW 
(100,000 watts), of which Othon M. 
Velez is the general manager. 

Pay of radio entertainers ranges 
from $15 (Mex) for more or less 
secondary performers, those who 
work on slack time programs, in the 
forenoon, for a 15-minute stint, to 
$500 to $600 (Mex) for the stars who 
do a 30-minute show nights. 

XEW has 11 announcers, all men, 
the most of any station in Mexico. 
This station has one woman an- 
nouncer who works at intervals, for 
programs sponsored by the Free- 
French but kept free of direct 
propaganda. 


RAYMOND SWING TO 
RADIO FROM LONDON 


Raymond Gram Swing makes the 
latest American radio commentator 
to go on a transatlantic hop for a 
lookaround in England. He leaves 
by Clipper for Lisbon July 1 and in 
all will be away three weeks. 
Swing expects to do his regular 
General Cigar broadcast from Lon- 
don three days later (4), using trans- 
Atlantic telephone instead of regular 
broadcast facilities. 




















Jim Reed, WFBC, Greenville, 8. C., 
announcer, has been elected secre- 
tary-treasurer of Southern Sports- 
writers and Radio Commentators As- 
sociation. 


| are in sight. 





Divided Management’ In Canadian 
Broadcasting Subject of Censure; 
Thorson New Supervisory Minister 










Montreal, June 17. 

Further changes in Canadian radio 
Hereafter the super- 
visory control of the Canadian 
Broadcasiing Corp. will be vested in 
the newly expanded Ministry of 
National War Services. This takes 
radio from the supervision of C. D. 
Howe, now Minister of Munitions, 
and puts it under Joseph T. Thorson, 
a Liberal Party M.P. for ten years. 
Thorson got the new post last 
Wednesday (11). 


(The Canadian Bureau of Informa- 
tion, Canadian Travel Bureau and 
National Film Board will be stable- 
mates of the CBC under the new 
arrangement.) 

An attack on CBC occurred in the 
House of Commons on Friday (13) 
by M. J. Coldwell, Co-operative 
Commonwealth Federation leader. 
He said: ‘Rumors are floating around 
which will discredit the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. unless they are 
allayed and my aim is to end these 
suspicions and restore confidence in 
this great enterprise.’ He repeated 
his demand of a couple of weeks 
back for a probe by a special com- 
mittee of the House into ‘all that 
pertains to CBC.’ 


Coldwell charged that contrary to 
the recommendations of the 1936 
special House Committee, approved 
later by the 1938 and 1939 commit- 
tees, there had recently been drastic 
changes in the whole structure of 
CBC—changes, he added, which 
were for the worse. He declared 
that as a result of these changes 
there was a complete lack of co- 
ordination in dealing with major 
questions of management and policy. 
‘Efficient management,’ he said, ‘re- 
quires unified control of operations 
throughout Canada,’ and he charged 
that the government had ignored 
recommendations of the _ special 
House Committees and reintroduced 
arrangements of managements found 
in the past to be disastrous in oper- 
ation. 

Recent fiscal returns to the House 
of Commons included the fact that 
expense accounts had been heavily 
overdrawn by Major Gladstone Mur- 
ray, general manager of CBC, and 
that Murray had expended an addi- 
tional $6,000 without any apparent 
accounting. Since then Dr. Augus- 
tin Frigon has been appointed assist- 
ant general manager, and Murray’s 
powers have been curtailed. 





Munitions Minister _Howe, replying 
to Coldwell, said that CBC was a 
corporation set up under Act of Par- 
liament with powers given to its 
Board of Governors by that Act. 
‘Neither the Minister nor any par- 
liamentary committee has the power 
to interfere with the management of 
CBC, although a committee of the 
House certainly has power to recom- 
mend changes in the legislation that 
created CBC,’ Howe declared. 

Continuing the debate, Coldwell _ 
stated that neither Murray nor 
Frigon were responsible, one to the 
other. ‘What has occurred is the 
worst form of divided management,’ 
and he asked the government to set 
up a special committee of the House 
to study the influences at work on 
CHE. 


YANKEE BANDS 
GO TO LATINS 
VIA NBC 


NBC began beaming a regular se- 
ries of shortwaved live orchestra 
broadcasts at South: America this 
week (16). Net is picking up Frankie 
Masters’ band from the Taft hotel, 
















































New York, Sammy Kaye from 
the Essex House, and Arturo 
Arturos at the McAlpin on dif- 


ferent ngihts and expects to add 
at least one other before the 
week is out. Shots occupy 8:30-9 
p.m. slots and go out over the net’s 
50,000 watt DX outlets WRCA and. 
WNBI at Bound Brook, N. J. Mas- 
ters is scheduled for Mondays, Kaye 
Tuesday and Thursday, and Arturos 
Wednesday and Saturday. 

NBC has had the idea of short- 
waving music from N. Y. hotels for 
some time. Originally it wanted to 
shoot them south on sponsored time, 
but ran into difficulties with N. Y. 
local 802 of the American Federation 
of Musicians when certain pcints in 
the arrangement couldn’t be ironed 
out. Net still hopes to work out a 
method whereby it can sell the 
broadcasts. Huddles with 802 will 
try to clear up the disputed terms. 











“It’s swell!” 


co-operation.” 











on the staff. 


—Colgate-Palmoitve-Peet Co. . 


“Enthusiastic reports.” 
"LE. R. Squibb & Sons 


“Thank you very much.” 


—Campbeli Soup Ca. 


“We appreciate your fine 


~Benton & Bowles, tnc. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 18, 1941 





‘STARS OVER HOLLYWOOD’ 
With Rosemary De Camp, Elliott 

Lewis, Knox Manning 
® Mins. 

ARI-RICH 

turday, 12:30 p.m. 

ABC-CBS, New York 

(Sorensen) 

Under the title of ‘Stars Over 
Hollywood,’ Bowey’s, Inc., is pre- 
genting this mers?! of typical evening 
dramatic taffy in a Saturday noon 
| pot to plug its Dari-Rich chocolate 
. Reverace, Rs rated by the broadcast 
! aturday (14), it was commonplace 
: commercial hckum and not very im- 
ressive in the revealing light of 

ay. 

Piece heard was Roger Quayle 
Penny’s never-never land romance, 
It Happened in Rio,’ about a U. S. 

iplomat’s wealthy niece who tum- 

les for a dream-boy Brazilian thief. 

It was all stereotype romantic corn 

with hardly a convincing sentence. 

Virtually the only dignity to the 

a were the performances of 

osemary De Camp as the heroine 
and an unbilled character actor as 
her uncle. Miss De Camp carried 

~“most of the yarn and somehow con- 
trived to give many of the trans- 
parent scenes a degree of vibrance 
and dramatic value. Elliott Lewis 
was hampered by the sappy part as 
her Latin-American swain. Organ 
Gaver. had virtually no atmospheric 






vor. Paul Pierce directed, with 
arles Vanda supervising. Show 
Originates in Hollywood, of course, 
with a repeat to the Coast an hour 
after the original. ; 
There were three commercials, 
two fairly short and the middle one 
@ longy, but all in the hammering 
anner. There was also a local cut- 
n commercial at the close. Hobe. 


‘FRIENDLY TAVERN’ 

With Clellan Card, Wally Olson 
Orch, Singing Waiters, Tom and 
Eddie Plehal, Flo Seidel, Jack 
Conner 
5 Mins.—Local 

MINNEAPOLIS BREWING CO. 
CCO, Minneapolis 
This is a sample of what WCCO is 

able to accomplish in the way of a 

novelty program with its own staff 

performers augmented by one out- 
side guest personality—in this in- 
stance Jack Conner, Star Journal 
outdoor editor, who furnished the 
lowdown on the fishing situation. 
Comprising music, song and comedy, 
the program should give a good ac- 
count of itself for its beer manufac- 
turer sponsor, which is plentifully 
plugged during the 15 minutes. 
~ It’s an imaginary tavern where 
the sponsor’s beer is purveyed and 
oor-show entertainment is_ pro- 
vided. The band numbers, singing 
and lone musical specialty land 
solidly for the most part, but comedy 
efforts are crude and amateurish in 
comparison. 

The first-rate Olson studio orches- 
tra hits the bull’s-eye with such 
numbers as ‘Friendly Tavern Polka,’ 
Miss Seidel handles her vocal con- 
Sputions efficiently, including 
‘Walking by the River’; a quartette 
f singing waiters are an asset with 
their ‘Gay 90's’ numbers and the 
Plehal brothers’ ‘Song of India’ on 
the harmonicas registers all the way. 
With the fishing season just getting 
started, Conner’s tips and advice for 
the piscatorially inclined prove most 
timely. 

Card is a breezy and friendly 
emcee and announcer who _ injects 
ginger into the goings-on, but his 
gags and comedy patter, enlisting 
the aid of several stooges, falter 
badly. This is the program’s sole 
attempt at humor and the show 
would be considerably bolstered if 
more time and money were expend- 
ed on comedy material. Rees. 








ARTUR RUBINSTEIN 
Pianist 
, 30 Mins.—Local 
Friday, 9:30-10 p.m. 
‘WMCA, New York ' 

Joining with other international 
figures in an attempt to push the 
sale of defense savings bonds, Artur 
Rubinstein, Polish pianist, delivered 

“a stirring oration on why these 
bonds should be purchased and then 
played a number of Chopin selec- 
tions. The pianist was quite nervous 
at the start of his talk, but became 
vehement in his denunciation of 
Naziism as he went along, and while 
some of his remarks were undis- 
tinguishable, the white heat of his 
sincerity as he called upOn Americans 
to unite to save their country was 
unmistakeable. 

Pianist played as his principal 
composition the Chopin Nocturne in 
F Sharp. Suffice to say he was at 
his best. 


a 


ORTH BELL 
40 Mins.—Local 
Participation 
WCAU, Philly ; 
Formerly of WAAT, Jersey City, 
and for a time with CBS, Ortn Bell, 
nee ‘Uncle Jonathan,’ has caught on 
with his corny humor which he in- 
tersperses between recordings. The 
‘ show is different from the run-of- 
ie the-mill disc programs, in that he 
~ builds up each platter with appro- 
riate screwball chatter. The show 
i fa also dressed up with tricky sound 
_ “"effects and clever commercials. Lat- 
a ter are almost as entertaining as the 
es gags and music. ‘ 
jag the short time he’s been in 
Philadelphia Bell has snagged seven 
sponsors, Shal. 
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JACK BERCH GANG 
Musical 

Transcriptions 

GULF SPRAY 

Tues. and Thurs, 1:45 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 


(Young & Rubicam) 


This is the third summer Jack 
Berch has been singing pops and sell- 
ing Gulf Oil's spray (for flies, 
roaches, etc.) via transcription over 
a string of stations. John Reed 
King is again announcer and foil— 
Berch does light comedy in addi- 
tion to the vocal stint. The platters 
are modestly budgeted but should do 
an okay job for the sponsor. 


likeable mike personality. The dia- 
log between him and King is not 
funny but perhaps is mildly di- 
verting. A small musical combina- 
tion, including a rather swingy or- 
ganist, backs up Berch. He and 
Reed—with the assistance of an an- 
nouncer coming in to spiel Gulf gas- 
oline—handle smoothly a fairly 
heavy advertising load. 


Lyrics of theme song aim at a 
whimsical touch, Berch calling him- 
self ‘a one shot son of a Gulfspray 
gun.’ Mention of flies and roaches is 
specific. Jaco. 


ARROW GRAB BAG 

With Bill Herson, Barry Goss 
Theatre Quiz 

30 Mins.—Local 

GLOBE BREWING CO. 
Monday, 8 p.m. 

WBAL, Baltimore 


(Joseph Katz) 


Here is a half-hour quiz that com- 
bines many gimmicks and angles of 
previous quizzes. A remote from 
the stage of the Hippodrome theatre, 
town’s lone vaudfilm house, show 
utilizes an elaborate stage set of a 
gigantic bag with vari-colored strings 
attached to merchandise prizes hid- 
den from view. 


Listeners are requested to send in 
questions for cash. Audience is in- 
vited on stage for quiz and if suc- 
cessful fish for prizes regulated as 
to utility by separately colored 
strings for the men and women con- 
testants. Missed questions call for 
cash via silver dollars dropped into 
a jackpot which is awarded to the 
owner of a Maryland auto license 
tag fished out of a revolving barrel 
which contains them all. Directory 
on stage enables announcers to es- 
tablish identity of winning car owner 
upon selection. 


A bit involved, layout works out 
well nonetheless with Bill Herson 
handling the quiz in breezy fashion 
and Barry Goss doing all the ex- 
plaining. Specially written recorded 
vocal theme opens and closes and 
there are commercials spliced in be- 
tween. Burm. 


ROSE HILLEBRAND 
‘Letters from Britain’ 
Reading 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sunday, 3 p.m. 
WLW, Cincinnati 

Mrs. Rose Hillebrand is an English 
author and lecturer. She and her 11- 
year-old son Peter came to Cincin- 
nati several months since to bail out 
of World War 2, leaving behind hus- 
band and father, who is a home de- 
fense co-ordinator. Soon Mrs. Hille- 
brand started a series of weekly 
broadcasts on Crosley’s 50,000 watter. 

Her programs are not near so 
heart-gripping as NBC’s ‘Children 
of England’ series carried by this 
same station. Yet through a sweeter 
channel of sentiment her messages 
stir a feeling of admiration for her 
noble countrymen carrying on for 
democracy, 

A lovely reader, employing beauti- 
ful English, Mrs. Hillebrand puts 
pounds of feeling into her stint. The 
lines ripple with pleasant accents 
and phrasings. The word she passes 
on from relatives and friends over 
there is not of complaint about war- 
ring conditions. Rather of quiet 
courage. ; 

A gem of the stanza caught was 
her reading of a copy of a letter 
from herself to her husband. To ease 
his mind, she narrated how kindly 
she and their child are being treated; 
glimpses into American life and how 
people and customs here compare to 
those in England. Koll. 





ROSE RESZNICK 
Piano, Chatter 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Monday, 6 p.m. 
KGO, San Francisco 

Used as a sustaining filler on a 
sliding schedule, Ros esznick, a 
blind entertainer, churns out a neat, 
homey® quarter hour of more than 
passing interest. A first-rate pianist, 
the entertainer spaces her numbers 
with personal chatter, using Hal 
Wolf or Eddie King of the announcer 
staff as a foil. On show caught, for 
example, she told about going to a 
screening of ‘Citizen Kane’ (praising 
it highly) and then reminisced on 
her own experiences as an actress, 
explaining how rugs were laid to 
guide the feet of the blind troupers, 
etc. 
Important part of the announcer’s 
stint is helping Miss Resznick keep 
track of time by cueing her into her 
numbers. Entertainer has a friendly, 
easy manner and should win a solid 
following. Wern, 





RALPH DUMKE AND BUDD 
HULICK 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 8:30 a.m. 
WEAF, New York 
This early morning outburst from 
the boobyhatch and heard locally 
over WEAF, New York, is by a new 
comedy team, Ralph Dumke, former- 
ly with Ed East, and Budd Hulick, 
formerly with Stoopnagie. It’s a hap- 
hazard conglomeration of insanity 
by two veteran goofs and, as such, 
uncorks an almost continuous suc- 
cession of smirks. Both lads behave 
dependably unhinged and they team 


? | well. 
Berch sings well and registers a | 


Program is called ‘Studio X’ and 
is supposed to originate in an un- 
used, unfurnished storeroom at 
Radio City. Dumke and Hulick 
crowd the premises with a parade 
of trick-voice characters, turning it 
into a wacks’ works. One as-yet- 
unidentified guy pounds on the door 
every few minutes to demand the 
time. There are such other human 
curios as Charlie the sound man, a 
dope named Gurney, Howard Petry 
the water boy, ‘Loud Jack’ Smith, 
home economist Mary Margaret 
McBudd and on the Tuesday, June 
10 show, a Dr. Digitalis and his 
patient Laura Schmutz. It’s pretty 
frenzied. One of the best bits on the 
stanza is a daytime serial satire, 
‘Southern Hospital, Inc.,’ by the two 
comics as the ‘Great Grammatic 
Guild Group Players Club of 
America, Inc.’ 


Much in the traditional line of 
early-morning off-center comedy 
stuff, but much better than —— 

obe. 


‘ENSA HALF HOUR’ 

With Mervyn Saunders, Dorothy 
Ward, Gillie Potter, Sir Hugh 
Walpole, Geraldo Orchestra 

30 Mins. ‘ 

Friday, 7:30 p.m. 

BBC, London 


Show business crowd has been 
putting on this entertainment since 
war outbreak—it’s part of their Na- 
tional Service effort to keep the 
boys in khaki bright. Each week 
some of the gang troop along to 
Drury Lane theatre and do their 
stuff under the production banner 
of the Army, Navy and Air Force 
Institute—a sort of fighting services 
cheer club. (ENSA means Enter- 
tainments National Service Associa- 
tion, a co-op group made up of 
pros.) 

As a piece of gaiety, show suc- 
cessfully fulfills its obligation. It 
has a kind of licked-into-shape at- 
mosphere, particularly on: the mel- 
ody end—only occasionally does 
Geraldo’s baton steer his crew into 
the groove; it’s not his regular out- 
fit; musicians for the show are re- 
cruited, which likely accounts. Acts 
are well broken up in routining the 
session for a bit of everything. At 
this airing balance was particularly 
smooth. Mervyn Saunders is a 
pleasing tenor; he handles pop tunes 
and concert vocals with equal class. 

Gillie Potter comes from vaude, 
and lately radio, with a monolog 
around one of those mythical coun- 
try districts and the local bigwig; 
he’s had the act for plenty seasons 
and material is beginning to lose its 
zing, but the road likes it, so that 
fits the troops. Dorothy Ward is a 
so-so warbler; the mike doesn’t give 
her looks the chance they get when 
she’s doing personals for the boys, 
but the radio serves as introduction 
when she steps out for the camps, 
and thus serves a useful purpose. 


Novelist Sir Hugh Walpole pro- 
vided what has every reason to be 
considered as the unusual on this 
type of show—talking about books. 
He covered (Sir Hugh passed away 
since this program was reviewed— 
Ed.) the camps, doing lectures on 
current best-sellers and engaging 
types of literature, Talk here con- 
cerned his reactions to reception 
given his gab-fest by the boys, 
what they read, how they read, 
why they don’t read—some of them. 
He rated praise for making a nor- 
mally dry subject over the air come 
out with surprising interest. 

Announcing chore is handled by 
Henry Oscar from legit, who brings 
all that experience along for a svelte 
job at the mike. 


tooo 


Fokow-Up Comment 


a a Ait ee) 


Percy Faith, Canadian conductor, 
contributed his brilliant musician- 
ship to last Sunday’s (15) installment 
of the Ford summer hour, It was the 
first of two guest appearances and 
the performance he drew from the 
orchestra made it easy even to 
countenance the Linton Wells back- 
door selling of Ford products and 
Paul Wing’s gushing quizmagigs. 
Faith again demonstrated his high 
talent for investing the score with a 
fine sense of sharp design, melodic 
substance and mood nuance. For 
the vocal moments there were Mary 
Van Kirk, contralto; Brad Reynolds, 
tenor, and a mixed chorus. Miss 
Kirk, recent winner in the Metro- 
politan auditions, registered best in 
the aria from ‘Samson and Deliah.’ 
Perhaps of passing interest is the 
fact that this program cqntained but 
two numbers by American compos- 
ers and these were represented by 








‘Home, Sweet Home,’ and ‘Oh, Su- 
zanna.’ 





‘SUNNYVALE FOLKS’ 

With Parley Baer, Reed Tanner Or- 
chestra, Harry Clark” 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 10 P.M. 

KSL, Salt Lake City 


Built around the happening? in a 
typical (and mythical) small town, 
doings in this show resolve around 
Mayor David A. Scudder, who is 
played by Parley Baer. For three 
years a morning strip, the show is 
now heard at night. Main role is 
divertingly played by Baer as a chin- 
whiskered type of individual whose 
interest in his constituents is more 
fatherly than political. He twangs 
out a good deal of ‘love thy brother’ 


stuff and works hard on flag waving | 


and betterment in general. 

Town has its own band, glee club, 
barber shop quartet and better 
drama _ league. A story runs 
through the series with young love 
and municipal affairs all coming in 
for their@share of attention. 
cently a benefit concert was held 
for draftees but program reviewed 
was concerned with rehearsals for 
the spring drama festival at which 
Mayor Scudder had to pinch hit as 
Romeo. 

It is all very folksey and rustic, 
actually too horse-and-buggy to be 
believable, although perhaps able to 
pass for small town life before the 
last war. 

The young love interest is a recent 
addition, with Janice and Frank, 
played by Janice- Scowcroft an 
Frank Gainey, both new to radio. 
They are okay, much of their time 
being devoted to swapping love 
lyrics, which are presented with a 
good deal of feeling and poise. But 
Frank has a hard row to hoe, what 


with the city slicker constantly on | 


the point of making the grade with 
Janey. 

Priscilla is played by Elsie Rams- 
den, Mr. Dodder by Francis Urry 
and Harry Clark is Lucius, the 
former Shakespearian actor who is 


still able to wow them with his solo. 


work. 
Harry Clark’s songs are always 


Re- | 


‘PROUDLY WE HAIL’ 

With Major Edward Bowes, Ernest 
Chappell, Frank Gallup, Jane Fro- 
man, Roy Bargy orch 

36 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


| Another in the expanding crop of 
|network sustainers plugging the 
|'Government’s armament drive, this 
|new CBS series Sunday afternoons 
'is dedicated to ‘the mainspring of 
‘the defense machine—the workers in 
| the arsenal of democracy, whom so 
| ‘Proudly We Hail.’ It’s a trifle on 
the Pollyanna side and, according to 
the June 8 debut shot, could stand 
; some revision and sharpening, but in 
general is a commendable job for 
the purpose. 


Presented in cooperation with the 
| Office of Government Reports, the 
| Maritime Commission and the Office 
| of Production Management, the show 
is intended to ‘supply the spark of 
enthusiasm needed to weld the forces 
| of defense into a weapon of maxi- 

mum effectiveness.” Brewster 

| Morgan, of the CBS staff, is the pro- 
_ducer and each program is to bring 
several name artists or personalities 
'to the mike for gratis appearances. 
,On the initial show Major Edward 
_ Bowes was m.c., Ernest Chappell and 
| Frank Gallup were narrators, while 
| Jane Froman sang one pop tune and 
'Roy Bargy’s orchestra supplied ac- 
cOmpaniments, backgrounds and 
martial bridges. 


| Show also included threes drama- 
| tizations of events or scenes from de- 
|fense industries—in this case the 
| Pratt & Whitney plant at Hartford, 
| Conn., a machine gun factory at New 
| Haven and the Frankford Arsenal in 
Philadelphia. These and Major 
Bowes’ prosaically read spiels were 
,the portions which the script- 
‘ers had over-Pollyanna’d, but they 
‘were produced with skillful fidelity 
in the studio. Miss Froman’s single 
number, while expertly handled, 
didn’t fit with the character of the 
| balance of the show and was thus a 
let-down. Hobe. 





sure fire with the listening home| 


folks out here in the West, listenable | 


but not stereotyped as to selection. 
Louise Hill-Howe, Wayne Richards 
and Scott Clawson fill out the imag- 
inary town’s plot-active population. 


There are no broadcast casting an- ' 


nouncements. 

Reed Tanner and the KSL Orches- 
tra do an able job of their end of it. 
During one performance they will 
range from popular orchestral back- 
grounds and maybe Lohengrin to 
the brassiest of small 
bands. Band rehearsals are enough 
to make old-timers weep for the 
good old days. 


Show is produced by Harry Allen 


who collaborates with Parley Baer 
on the scripting. June. 


‘CARRIAGE TRADE SUPPER CLUB’ 
With Joe Rines orch, Russell Barton, 
5 DeMarco Sisters, Pauline Alpert 
Variety 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
Joe Rines, who used to maestro at 
Carriage Trade Supper Clubs like 
the Hotel St. Regis, adapted the 
thought into a pleasing variety half 


hour Tuesday nights, under that 
caption. Idea is primed for in- 
formality, the auditor supposedly 


interrupting a session of divertisse- 
ment at the ‘Carriage Trade Supper 
Club.’ Rines emcees 
holding together the sundry talents 
with conventional chitchat. Some of 
it is too exaggerated for comfort, 
such as ‘Cole Porter is in the house’ 
and, following a_ rendition of 
‘Beguine,’ he adds, ‘Cole Porter just 
whispered in my ear that not until 
Pauline Alpert’s piano solo rendition 
did he really hear what it should 
sound like.’ 

The idea of pseudo-realism can 
well be projected without going in 
for that sort of ‘illusion.’ He does it 
glibly enough by announcements 
such as the ‘Lucille Parks fashion 
parade’ or the ‘ladies of the en- 
semble,’ which is excuse for his 
band’s straight orchestral numbers, 
in simulated accompaniment to the 
line routines. 

Of the variety specialists, the 5 
DeMarco Sisters go in for pop har- 


monics in an_ effective manner, 
registering with ‘Apple Blossom 
Time’ and ‘Ferryboat Serenade.’ 


Russell Barton is the baritone soloist, 
doing okay with ‘I Love You,’ the 
old ‘Little Jessie James’ excerpt, and 
‘Look for the Silver Lining,’ from 
‘Sunny.’ 
WOR, whips the black-and-whites 
expertly although she has a tendency 


to over-arrange and camouflage the 


basic simple melody. 

A pseudo-Carlos and Carina—‘dis- 
tinguished South American visitors 
in our midst’—are the cue for a 
Latin orchestral rendition. And, in 
introing the production tunes, Rines 
goes in for a touch of fitting nos- 
talgia, reprising the thought behind 
some yesteryear musicomedy hit, be- 
fore doing its song outstander, 

Considering the modest budget of 
the sum total, Rines and his scripter 
(presumably it’s also Rines, who is 
now general musical director of 
WMCA) have contrived a bright 
little revuette that fills its Tuesday 
night groove deftly. Abel. 


Philadelphia—-Charles P. Shaffner 
has been named director of rural 
programs on WCAU. 





town brass | 


and» batons, | 


Pauline Alpert, alumna of | 


‘FRANKIE AND JOHNNY’ 

With Mary Alice Collins, Hugh Mc- 
Dermott, Leslie Bradley, Vicki 
Dobson 

30 Mins. 

Friday, 9:20 p.m. 

BBC, London 


They have taken Frankie of the 
two-timed mama ballad and made a 
radio voice out of her. BBC ap- 
proval of the bawdy topic is some- 
what eyebrow-raising, but there it 
was, and no doubt all the chillun 
were abed. 

Scripting was from Spike Hughes, 
and another one in that writer’s 
lineup of experimental dramas which 
succeed in providing something dif- 
ferent for local ears. But he handled 
this piece on a one beat tempo that 
never varied dramatically and was 
sans light and shade. Having hit a 
| stride it carried right through; direc- 
tion gave the thing the green light 
| and spun it along where a deft hand 
might have done something to cor- 
rect the error. On its dialog piece 
deserved better; lines were crisp, 
albeit coming over the air as from 
a sound-track when tied to that 
sameness of action. The motion- 
picture technique eventually gave 
way to straight gab as session headed 
for a curtain. 


Locale of the drama switched only 
from the saloon to take in the jail 
finale and the clip-joint bit with 
Nellie Bly. Johnny was evidently to 
be caught by listeners as making a 
play for Frankie and working toler- 
able fast, but the character ethered 
as just a bit too nice a fella to sup- 
port the premise. Hugh McDermott 
gave the impresh he didn’t wanna be 
a heel. There was lots of sympathy 
around for Frankie the way Miss 
Collins served her. 


Session did provide something new 
in handling matters of sex. Angle 
was delicately served, in line with 
| that idea around the shortest dis- 
| tance between two points. You're 
| there. Johnny came home after a 
straying night, mutters something 
about his suspenders, hears a yawn 
says ‘Hallo: when did you get back?’ 

Hollywoodite Ann Dvorak was 
supposed to play Frankie, but didn’t. 
No explanation was offered. 


‘POP THE QUESTION’ 

With Mark Goodson 

Quiz 

30 Minutes—Local 

CALIFORNIA RETAIL GROCERS. 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 

KFRC, San Francisco 


| WHeaving darts at balloons is the 
| audience participation in this latest 
| venture into the quiz field, airing 
,from the main radio studio of the 
|Telenews theatre. Conceived and 
|m.¢c.d by Mark Goodson, formula 
|has candidates heaving three darts 
| at panel of red, white and blue bal- 
loons. Each hit earns a crack at a 
| $1 question and if candidate gets one 
| of each color, value doubles. ~ 
Goodson is using the Bob Hawk 
‘technique of working gags into the 
jintros for each hurler. Hits and 


| audience, then victim gets his ques- 
tions, from none to three depending 
on number of balloons popped. 

As it stands now, it’s 30 minutes 
of the same thing happening none 
or 10 times over, sans any jackpot 
or payoff at the end. Wern. 
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Kirsten Flagstad Heavily Booked 
But Return to USA. Not Certain 


vv 





Kirsten Flagstad has been booked 
for an extremely busy fall by NBC. 
The soprano’s operatic appearances 
will begin with Gaetano Merola’s 
San Francisco Opera Co. where she 
will sing in ‘Tristan’ and ‘Tann- 
hauser,’ and then is scheduled for 
30 odd performances at the Metro- 
politan. . 

NBC has booked her for a mini- 
mum of 50 concerts as well. It is 
understood that Fortune Gallo is 
dickering for her services with the 
Chicago Opera Co. Her first concert 
is booked for Oct. 17 at Clairmont, 
Cal. 

The catch to the situation is that 
the singer is reported to have noti- 
fied friends of hers in this country 
that she will not return to the U. S. 
prior to Feb., 1942, if at all. Merola 
is already dickering for another 
Isolde, should these rumors material- 
ize. Miss Flagstad would stand to 
lose between $150,000-$200,000 if she 
does not come back. 





Jaromir Weinberger May 


Write an American Opera 
For Lily Pons to Star In 


Jaromir Weinberger, Czech com- 
poser, and author of the most pop- 
ular modern opera in the repertoire 
of American companies, ‘Schwanda,’ 
has visited Lily Pons at her home in 
Norwalk, Conn., to discuss plans for 
writing an American opera for her. 

The coloratura, taking advantage 
of the presence in the U. S. of great 
European musicians, will sing three 
songs by Darius Milhand, one of the 
great French modernists, written 
especially for her at Robin Hood 
Dell on July 22. 


TIBBETT LEAD-OFF MAN 
FOR OBERFELDER-SLACK 


Denver, June 17. 

The Oberfelder-Slack Greater Art- 
ists Series starts next season with 
Lawrence Tibbett on Oct. 9, and 
ends with Henri Temianka, violinist, 
on April 9. 

Other artists to appear will be 
Bidu Sayao, Nov. 12; Jussi Bjoerling, 
Jan. 17; Sergei Rachmaninoff, Feb. 
2; the St. Louis Symphony orchestra 
under Vladimir Golschmann on 
Feb. 13; the Littlefield Ballet on 
Feb. 23; Grace Moore on March 5. 

The series of eight concerts is 
priced from $5.60 in the gallery to 
$17.36 for the orchestra. 














Baccaloni’s 16 Concerts; 
Florence George Supports 


Salvatore Baccaloni, Metropolitan 
comic basso, will start his tour of 
concerts on Feb, 26, 1942, in New 
Brunswick, N. J. The basso’s tour 
of 16 performances is completely 


sold out. 
Baccaloni will appear in scenes 
from ‘Don Pasquale,’ ‘Elixir 


D’Amore,’ ‘Fille du Regiment’ and 
‘Don Giovanni.’ Supporting artists 
will be Florence George, coloratura 
soprano. Miss George is the wife of 
Everett Crosby, Hollywood agent 
and brother of Bing Crosby. Bacca- 
loni has five other concerts sched- 
uled alone. 


Ezio Pinza’s 35 Dates 


Ezio Pinza has been booked for a 
minimum of 35 concerts by NBC for 
the coming concert season. The bass 
opens in San Francisco and Oakland 
in early October. 

He sings with the San Francisco 
Opera Co. and then rejoins the Met 
where he has been principal basso 
since his debut in 1926. 











Raoul Jobin in Italian 


San Francisco, June 17. 
Raoul Jobin, Canadian lyric tenor 
of the Met, will sing the Duke in 
‘Rigoletto’ with the San Francisco 
Opera Co. in October. , 
Jobin has heretofore been heard 
in only French roles. 





Jacques Abram, pianist, will be 
soloist with the NBC Summer Sym- 
phony Orchestra on Aug. 16. Ed- 
win McArthur will conduct. 








BALTIMORE SEASON 


Armand Tokatyan, Jean Dickenson 
Set for Opera There 








Baltimore, June 17, 
A tentative season of six weeks of 
opera has been booked for this town 
by Chamberlain Brown to get under 
way in early July. 
Singers to appear include Armand 
Tokatyan and Jean Dickenson, 


NAME - STUDDED 
HOLLYWOOD 
CONCERTS 


Hollywood, June 17. 

The summer schedule of the Holly- 
wood Bowl contains 24 dates starting 
July 8 with ‘Butterfly,’ with James 
Melton and Enya Gonzalez, and end- 
ing Aug. 29 with the Los Angeles 
Symphony under Artur Rodzinski. 

Other dates include John Charles 
Thomas on July 10, The Los Angeles 
Symphony with Bruno Walter con- 
ducting on July 11, Metro concert 
on July 15, Artur Rubinstein as solo- 
ist with the symphony on July 17, 
the symphony with Walter on July 
18, Edward Kilenyi with Al Newman 
conducting on July 22, Jan Kiepura 
on July 24, the symphony with 
Walter on July 25, the ballet on 
July 29, Jose Iturbi on July 31, the 
symphony with Walter on Aug. 1, 
‘Traviata’ with Jarmila Novotna and | 
Jan Peerce on Aug. 5, with Gaetano 
Merola conducting, Jascha Heifetz 
with John Barbirolli conducting on 
Aug. 7, the symphony under Barbi- 
rolli on Aug. 8, Lily Pons and Andre 
Kostelanetz on Aug. 12, Gregor Piati- 
gorsky with Albert Coates conduct- 
ing on Aug. 14, the symphony under 
Barbirolli on Aug. 15, Yehudi Menu- 
hin with Howard Barlow conducting 
on Aug. 19, Paul Robeson, with Rich- 
ard Hageman conducting, on Aug. 21, 
the symphony under Artur Rodzin- 
ski on Aug. 22, Vladimir Horowitz 
with Rodzinski conducting on Aug. 
26, and Helen Traubel with Rodzin- 
ski on Aug. 28. 


URUGUAYAN DANCERS 














TOUR U.S.A. IN FALL 


Carmalita Maracci, Uruguayan, 
dancer, has been already set for over | 
40 engagements by Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. for the forthcoming sea- | 
son. She opens in Denver Oct. 29. | 

Columbia intends to push the} 
dancer and hopes to secure 60-80 
bookings for her. A N. Y. stay is 
planned. She has eight other girls 
in her company. 


Buffalo Season Booked 


Buffalo, June 17. 
The Zorah Berry Concerts this 
season will comprise 13 soloists, Oct. 
14 to March 24. Prices of admission 
to the Kleinhans Music Hall range 
from $7 for the series in the 18th | 














row of the balcony to $16 for the | 
first 16 rows of the orchestra. 


Artists set to appear include Helen 
Traubel on Oct. 14; Fritz Kreisler on 
Oct. 28; Artur Rubinstein on Nov. 
11; Lily Pons on Nov. 25; The Bos- 
ton Symphony Orchestra’ under | 
Serge Koussevitzky on Dec. 9; Jussi 
Bjoerling on Jan. 13; Dalies Franz 
and Gregor Piatigorsky on Jan. 27; 
Lawrence Tibbett on March 10. 

Trapp Family Singers, the Minne- 
apolis Symphony Orchestra under 
Dimitri Mitropoulos, Oscar Levant, 
Arthur Whittemore and Jack Lowe, 
and the Don Cossack chorus under 
General Platoff also will appear. 


Meantime the Buffalo Philhar- 
monic under Franco Autori has 
booked 10 concerts for the forth- 
coming season starting Nov. 18. Six 
guest soloists are Joseph Schuster, 
cellist; Leonard Shure, pianist; 
Mischa Mischakoff, violinist; David 
Blair McClosky, baritone; Joseph 
Szigeti, violinist, and Rudolf Ser-| 
kin, pianist. | 





IN. Y., 


STOKI IN LOUISVILLE 


Plays Horse Show Pavilion For 
$3.000 Gross With Youth Orchestra 








Louisville, June 17. 
Leopold Stokowski and his Ameri- 
can Youth Orchestra appeared at the 
State Fair horse show pavilion Tues- 
day (10) drawing an estimated 4,000 
to gross a little better than $3,000. 
While top price was $2.65, most of 


the seats were priced at 55c and 
$1.10. Chairs were placed on the 
Sawdust ring, with the orchestra 
platform and acoustical shell at the 
end of the building. 


First time that a name concert at- 
traction has been presented in the 
horse show building, and audience 
for the most part was in shirt sleeves 
and linens, rather than formal attire. 


Stokowski created some ruffled 
feelings here upon his arrival from 
Indianapolis. When approached by 
reporters at the station, the conduc- 
tor brushed all inquirers aside, and 
refused to answer questions about an 
A.P. story which detailed that the 
orchestra’s tour was placed in re- 
ceivership with a member of the 
business staff making a claim for un- 
paid salary. Another display of 
temperament occurred at the end of 
the concert, when Stoki left the 
podium at the end of the numbers, 
and refused to return to acknowl- 
edge applause. Understood that he 
was miffed because the audience ap- 
plauded in the wrong place during 
the number. 


Tauber, Now in England, 
May Do ‘Magic Flute’ 
Here With Pons, Novotna 


Richard Tauber, 48-year-old Aus- 
trian tenor, is reported signed by the 
Metropolitan to sing in a planned re- 
vival of Mbozart’s ‘Magic Flute.’ 
Others in a penciled-in cast, include 
Lily Pons, with Josephine Tuminia as 
understudy; Jarmila Novotna, Salva- 
tore Baccaloni, Paul Althouse, and 
Alexander Kipnis, with the baton 
being wielded by Bruno Walter. 

Tauber has sung in opera in every 
principal theatre in Europe, but only 
in concert in the U. S. He is now 
in England. . 


FORTUNE GALLO WILL 
TOUR BALLET RUSSE 


Original Ballet Russe will tour 
this season under Fortune Gallo, op- 
erator of the San Carlo Opera. 
Troupe was booked last season by 
Sol Hurok, playing an extended en- 
gagement in New York and then em- 
barking on a U. S. and Latin Ameri- 
can tour. However, the latter ended 
suddenly in Havana under contro- 
versial circumstances and is now the 
subject of litigation. Col. W. de 
Basil is director of the company. 

Tour is announced to open in Sep- 
tember and to continue through next 
winter and spring. Hurok continues 
to handle the other Russian dance 
troupe, the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. The two organizations were 
once a single company, but split sev- 
eral seasons ago. The Original Bal- 
let Russe has since toured in Europe 
and played a full season in Australia 
before coming to the U. S. 

















Gallo Casting in Chi 
Chicago, June 17.. 
Fortune Gallo’s venture as im- 
presario of the Chicago Opera Co. 


will get under way on Nov. 8 for 


four weeks. Gallo may run into 


|some trouble with his singers, since 
'the Metropolitan which opens at the 


end of November is demanding the 
singers report for rehearsals Nov. 10 


land Nov. 17. 
' 


May jazz up Gutlo’s casting. 


Swarthout’s ‘Carmen’ Set 


For Cincy and Frisco 


Chicago, June 17. 

Gladys Swarthout, after an ap- 
pearance here Sunday (15) at Sol- 
diers Field, received her doctor’s 
degree in music from the Chicago 
Conservatory of Music. The mezzo- 
soprano will summer at Onteora, 
with her husband, Frank 
Chapman. 

She is scheduled to sing ‘Carmen’ 
with the Cincinnati Opera Co. in 
July, and will appear in the same 
role with the San Francisco Opera 
Co. in the fall, prior to opening her 
annual tour. She then rejains the 
Met for her 12th successive year. 








Kreisler Back Oct. 14 





Fritz Kreisler is scheduled to 
make his first appearance since 
his bad accident in April, in De- 
troit on Oct. 14. 

The violinist, in his 67th year, 
is booked solid for 30 concerts 
by NBC from October through 
January, 1942. 


RIO DE JANEIRO 
OPERA STARTS 
REHEARSALS 


Rio de Janeiro, June 7. 

The seven-week opera season here 
Aug. 5 to Sept. 23 will be under the 
direction of impresario Silvio Pier- 
gigli. Rehearsals are now going on 
with many of the principal singers 
already arrived. 

Repertoire will include ‘Simon 
Boccanegra,’ ‘Otello,’ ‘Tosca,’ ‘Rigo- 
letto,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘San.son et Dalilia,’ 
‘Werther,’ ‘Meistersinger,’ ‘Thais,’ 
‘Boris Godunov,’ ‘Salome,’ ‘Gianni 
Schicci,’ ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Ballo in Mas- 
chera,’ ‘Trovatore,’ ‘Lucia,’ ‘Iris’ and 
‘Tl Guarany.’ 

Among some of the singers en- 
gaged who are known to American 
audiences are Anthony Marlowe, 
Alexander Sved, Sidney Rayner, 
Judith Hellwig, Tito Schipa, Herbert 
Janssen, Josephine Tuminia, Raoul 
Jobin, Zinka Milanov, Bruna Cas- 
tagna, Norina Greco, Hilda Reggani, 
Bruno Landi, Jussi Bjoerling, Pom- 
pilio Malatesta, Armando Biorgioli, 
Salvatore Baccaloni, and Ludovico 
Oliverio. Gennaro Papi will con- 
duct. 


Barzin Orchestra Group 
Opera Prime for 41-42 


Leon Barzin’s National Orchestral 
Association has commissioned a new 
opera by a South American com- 
poser with a South American theme, 
as its standout work during the next 
season. The orchestra will give its 
usual six Monday night concerts 
starting Nov. 10, with the pre- 
miere of the new work to be March 
16, 1942. 

The Group Opera, an association 
of young American singers with 
whom Barzin produced three operas 
during last season, will appear in the 
new work, as well as repeats of the 
old. 




















MARTINELLI’S 15 CONCERTS 


Begins 29th Season with Metropoli- 
tan in Fall 








Giovanni Martinelli has been 
booked for some 15 concerts in the 
fall by NBC and will spend part of 
the summer as principal tenor of the 
Cincinnati Opera Co., where he will 
appear in ‘Otello,’ “Trovatore,’ ‘Gio- 
conda,’ ‘Aida,’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ 

Martinelli opens his concert tour 
jon Oct. 3, and will appear in joint 
| recital this year with Dusolina Gian- 





vv 





|nini, Met soprano. The tenor will 
|appear with the Chicago Opera Co. 
prior to re-joining the Mct for his | 
29th successive season, a record. 


Jooss Ballet Arrives 


Jooss Ballet, from Dartington-Hall, 
England, has arrived in the U. S. 
from Venezuela and will tour this 
country and Canadi. this season un- 
der United Booking Office direction. 
It has just completed an extensive 
tour of South America. 


Company has made five previous 
tours of the U. S. since its debut 
here in 1933. 











Josephine Tuminia and Salvatore 
Baccaloni, coioratura and basso of 
the Met, have been engaged to ap- 


pear as soloists with the Harlem 
Philharmonic Society at the Wai- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, N.Y., in the fall. 





Budget Lewisohn Outdoor Concerts 
At $210,000 F or Summer of 1941 





A budget of $210,000 has been set 
for the 24th successive season of the 
Lewisohn Stadium concerts which 
begin tomorrow (Thursday). Initial 
program includes Artur Rodzinski as 
conductor, and Artur Rubinstein as 
soloist in an all Tchaikowsky pro- 
gram, 


There will be 56 performances, 
barring rain, during the summer 
months, with a weekly budget of 
$26,250 set. The Stadium draws from 
$1,500 on the average to tops of 
$14,000 when exceptional soloists 
are appearing. An annual loss of 
$25,000-$50,000 occurs. 


Important dates set are Lily Pons 
on July 28, the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, June 26, 27; Benny 
Goodman and his band on July 14, 
and Efrem Zimbalist on Aug. 11, 


Lothar Wallerstein Joins 
Met as Stage Director; 
Negotiated for 2 Years 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. has 
signed Dr. Lothar Wallerstein as 
stage director. Wallerstein is a 
Czech, who began his career with 
the Dresden Opera. 

Wallerstein has frequently worked 
with Arturo Toscanini, Bruno Wal- 
ter, and Richard Strauss, and his 
signing comes after two years of ne- 
gotiations on the part of Edward 
Johnson, General Manager of the 
Met. 


NBC INSTRUMENTALISTS 
TOUR LATIN REPUBLICS 


Seven of NBC’s instrumentalists 
wil] tour South America this sum- 
mer. The tours will include every 
country south of Mexico. 

The instrumentalists are Nathan 
Milstein, violinist, Alexander Brail- 
owsky, pianist; Claudio Arrau, pian- 
ist; Poldi Mildner, pianist; Gyorgy 
Sandor, pianist, and Alexander Bor- 
ovsky, pianist; Josef Szigeti, vio- 
linist, will appear as soloist with 
the Mexican Symphony orchestra 
on three occasions during August. 

















Artur Schnabel Resumes 
Concerts After Year’s Rest 


Artur Schnabel will return to the 
concert stage after a year’s absence 
this season. The pianist has been 
devoting his time to composition. 


He is booked for nine appear- 
ances in N. Y., these including a 
Shubert Cycle at Town Hall under 
the sponsorship of the New Friends 
of Music. These will consist of five 
Sunday performances on Jan. 4, 11, 
18, 25 and Feb. 1, 1942. The pianist 
will appear as guest soloist with the 
Philharmonic Symphony Nov. 13, 14 
and 16, and will be heard in a solo 
concert at Carnegie Hall Feb. 14. 





WEEDE’S NEW ROLES 





Set for Three with San Francisco 
Opera in Fall 





San Francisco, June 17. 


Robert Weede, whose debut at the 
Met last March 6 in ‘Rigoletto” was 
most successful debut of season, has 
been booked for three new parts 
with the San Francisco Opera Co, 
this fall. These will include ‘Tosca,’ 
‘L’Amore Dei Tre Rei’ and ‘Barber 
of Seville.’ 

The baritone has cut six records 
for Columbia, which will be released 
shortly, and will appear in concert 
for the International Business Men's 
club in N. Y. in July. 


Melchior Set for 15 


Lauritz Melchior has been booked 
for some 25 concerts for the fall sea- 
son starting in Memphis on Oct. 15. 
The tenor will spend the summer 
resting. 

He is as usual, scheduled to ap- 
pear as principal Wagnerian tenor 
with the San Francisco Opera Co., 
and with the Met where his usual 30 











performances will be given. 
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Berle Hypoes Lopez to Fine $41,000 
In N. Y.; Miller Hefty $46,000, Chi, 
Lombardo, in 5th Pitt Date, $19,000 





(Estimates for This Week) 
Les Brown, New York — (Strand; 
2,767; 35-55-85-99). With Bea Wain 
and Dixie Dunbar on stage, ‘Million 


Dollar Baby’ (WB) on screen (2d- 
final week). Slow going at less than 
$20,000 on holdover, following mild 
first week’s take of $27,000. 

Bob Crosby, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). With ‘Million 
Dollar Baby (WB). Only three sup- 
porting acts on stage. Band gener- 
ally handed laurels for snagging 
$23,000, plenty good. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Washington — 
(Capitol; 3,434; 28-39-44-66). ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA) as screen sup- 
port. Dorsey's organization credited 





with dragging in most of the $20,000, 


getting much assistance from the 
film, but gross profitable $11,500. 

Vincent Lopez, New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Plus Mil- 
ton Berle on stage and ‘Night in Lis- 
bon’ (Par). Very sound at the b.o., 
first seven days ending last night 
(Tues.) $41,000. In-person bill 
credited with substantial portion of 
the draw. Into second-final week 
today (Wed.). 

Jimmie Lunceford, Los Angeles— 
(Orpheum; 2,200; 30-44-55). Orches- 
tra teamed up with two pictures, 
‘Old Colorado’ (Par) and ‘Strange 


topnotch takings. | Alibi’ (WB), neither of which mean 


Ted Fio-Rito, Chicago — (State-| 
Lake; 2,700; 28-44). Paired with) 
second-run ‘Girl, Guy, Gob’ (RKO). 
Band is getting full credit for happy 
$17,000 because the film is a loop 
repeater. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Baltimore—(Hip- 
podrome; 2,240; 15-28-39-44-55-66). 
With ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB). 
First-run picture is not helping this 
orchestra, with full burden resting 
on femme leader’s aggregation. Only 
ambling along to mild $10,000 or 
thereabouts. 

Ted Lewis, Indianapolis — (Lyric; 
1,900; 30-40-50). With ‘Angels With 
Broken Wings’ (Rep). Band not 


much to the customers. Take of 
$11,000 okay. 

Glenn Miller, Chicago — (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). ‘Night in Lisbon’ 
(Par) on screen. Regarded as a neat 
combo for theatre, with both taking 
bows for bulk of hearty $46,000. 

Guy Lombardo, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 25-40-60). ‘People Vs. 
Kildare’ (M-G). This is the fifth 
appearance here of the Lombardo 
aggregation in as many years, and 
he continues to hold his followers. 
Not much aid coming from screen 
vehicle, with orchestra’s popularity 
held accountable for much of handy 
$19,000. 
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Band Bookings 


Bill Bardo, Centennial Terrace, 
Sylvania, O., June 19, two weeks; 
Kenova Park, Kenova, W. V.; week, 
July 5. 

Bunny Berigan, July 21, five days, 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 

Henry Busse, June 29, Lake 
Breeze hotel, Buckeye Lake, O.,; 
July 12, Blue Moon~Club, Bunkie, 
La. 

Cab Calloway, June 27, Lake Wa- 








wasee, Syracuse, Ind.; 28, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 29, Savoy B., Chi- 
cago. 


Coney Island, Cincinnati: Current, 
Johnny Messner; June 20-26, Bob 
Chester; 27-July 4, Red Norvo; July 
5-10, Al Kavelin; 11-17, Raymond 
Scott. 

Al Donahue, June 21, Sweet's B., 

Sacremento, Cal.; 22, Sweet’s B., 
Oakland; 25, Hiawatha Gardens, 
Colorado Springs; 26, Club Troca- 
dero, Wichita; 27, Fairyland Park, 
Kansas City; 29, State Fair Park, 
Milwaukee. 
Jimmy Dorsey, June 22, Pier B., 
Geneva, O.; 23, Idora Park, Youngs- 
town, O.; 24, Indian Lake, Russell’s 
Point, O.; 25, Summit Beach, Akron, 
O.; 27, four weeks, Sherman hotel, 
Chicago. 

Shep Fields July 18-19, Palisades 
Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Ella Fitzgerald, June 23, Aud., 
Phoenix, Ariz.; 25, week, Orpheum 
theatre, Los Angeles. 

Woody Herman, June 27, Romona 
Gardens, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 28, 
Lakeside Park, Dayton, O.;_ 29, 
Myers Lake Park, Canton, O. 

Al Kavelin, June 21, Chippewa 
Lake, O.; June 28, week, Jefferson 
Beach, Detroit; July 5, Coney Island 
Park, Cincinnati. 


Sammy Kaye, July 9, Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa. 
Harry James, July 4, five days, 


Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J. 

Inkspots, June 24, Memorial Aud., 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; 25, City Aud., 
Albany, Ga.; 26, Municipal Aud., Bir- 
mingham, Ala; 27, Paradise B., 
Nashville, Tenn.; 28, Beckley Arena, 
Beckley, W. Va. 

Clyde Lucas, July 4, week, Pali- 
sades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Jimmie Lunceford, June 24-July 
21, Casa Manana, Hollywood; 23, 
week, Golden Gate theatre, San 
Francisco; 31, Riverside Park B., 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Johnny McGee, June 21, Potomac 
River Boat Line, Washington, D. C.: 
22, Fernbrook, Dallas, Pa.: 28, Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, N. J. 

Lani McIntyre, June 15, Merry- 
Go-Round, Dayton, Ohio, for three 
weeks; June 9, Virginia Beach, Va.. 
nine days; July 18, two weeks, Earle 
theatre, Washington, D. C. 

Glenn Miller, June 27, Lincoln 
Field House, Wisconsin Rapids; 28, 
Prom B., St. Paul, Minn. 

Barney Rapp, July 7, week, Enna 
Jettick Park, Auburn, New York; 
20, week, Falmouth Beach, Cape 
Cod, Mass.; 27, week, Brighton 
Beach, New York; Aug. 3, week, 
Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 

Orrin Tucker, July 10, Lakeside 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 11, Geo. F. 
Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 13, 
Pleasure Beach Park, Bridgeport, 
Conn.; 14, week, Virginia Beach, Va. 

Joe Venuti, June 27, week, Earle 
theatre, Philadelphia. 





Phil Brito, vocalist with Al Dona- 
hue’s band currently at Palladium, 
Hollywood, has been given four 
extra NBC sustainings of his own 
with Gordon Jenkins and Bud Dant 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 





Saturday each week. 


Bands at N.Y. Hotel B.O. 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week Qn Date 
Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).........60. 1 300 575 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............. 9 2,275 17,775 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).. ...... » 8 1,325 11,975 
Bobby Byrne......Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50) ..... 11 1,000 1,000 
Tommy Dorsey... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)....... rere . 4 4,973 18.075 
Harry James......Lincoln (250; 75c-$1)...... ipieecnse ee 400 3,475 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)...... énseaee 7 425 1,925 
Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....... - 1 £1,300 1,300 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draws. +5 days. 


Scott's $4,800 Tops One-Nighter Takes, 
Basie, $3,407; High Gate Trips Inkspots 


(Estimates) 

Bob Chester (Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn., June 15). Chester's 
take of $861 with 1,118 at 77c was fair. 

Bob Crosby’s date at Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., May 30, reported as 
drawing 1,718 admissions, actually grossed $2,519 at slightly less than $1 
per from 2,618 persons. 

Count Basie (Stambaugh Aud., Youngstown, O., June 14). Basie drew 
great 2,963 admissions at $1.15 here, then shifted to Greystone B., Detroit, 


to corral 2,743 Sunday (15) from 1,943 at 75c advance and 800 at door 
at 90c. 


Bunny Berigan-Red Norvo (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, June 13). In 
twin spots Berigan and Norvo got 1,600 dancers at 65c-55c for good $960. 

Shep Fields (Keith theatre, Huntington, W. Va., June 15). Approxi- 
mately 3,700 admissions responded to Fields in three shows, giving 1,200- 
seat house $1,800 gross. 








Leighton Gray-Harder Downing (Raymor-Playmor B., June 14). Local 
pair brought in 1,400 at 65c-55c for okay $840. 

Jimmie Grier (Natatorium Park, Spokane, Wash., June 14), Grier 
brought fair 1,450 dancers for gross of $1,230. 

Horace Heidt (Emboyd theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind., June 13-15). Heidt 


Cracked theatre’s three-day mark despite poor weather first two days. 
Grossed $12,811, playing to 35,000 people in 2,900-seater, 


Inkspots (Harlem Square Club, Miami, Fla., June 12), 
charge hurt, Spots getting only 900 at $1.10. 

Gene Krupa (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 9-14). Krupa set 
a new six-day mark at this spot with 13,500 people in six days, piling up 
$9,112 at $1.35 couple. Spot can now handle more people than winter's 
3,000 top, however, as Norumbega Park, in which it’s situated, is open. 
Admission payers are free to dance or roam among amusement area. 

Abe Lyman (Cotton Club, Lubbock, Tex., June 10), Lyman’s draw of 
450 at $1.50 per resulted in fair $675. 

Glenn Miller (Saltair Beach, Salt Lake City, June 7). Miller suffered 
from inadequate parking space, which turned many away, but still drew 
good 4,389 at $1.12 in 7,000 capacity spot. At Danceland, Cedar Rapids, 
June 9, crew got near capacity 2,600 at $1.11. 

Bob Pooley (Riverview B., Neponset, Mass., June 14). 
for local pulled 1,500 at 55c for good $825. 

Raymond Scott (Greystone B., Detroit, June 13). Charity affair by 
Chrysler’ Girls’ Club shindig, but Scott accounted for large slice of 3,200 
payees at $1.50 for $4,800. At Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., Sunday (15) 
Scott drew good 2,000 at 75c for $1,500. 

Jack Teagarden (Civie Aud., Pasadena, Cal., June 13-14), At 25c a head 
take wasn’t high—$1,400—but it was gathered from 5,600 buyers in two 
days. 

Claude Thornhill (Massachusetts State C., Amherst, June 10), At $4.50 
couple 466 buyers turned out for Thornhill, paying $1,048. Fair. 

+ memeey 


JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 


High admission 


First date here 











Benny Goodman Employs 
Third Negro Musician 


Benny Goodman adds another 
Negro instrumentalist to his band 
next week when drummer Sidney 


Catlett moves over from Louis Arm- 
strong’s band to take Nick Fatool’s 
place. Goodman has signed Catlett, 
who was with Armstrong for several 
years, to a one-year contract. He 
joins Cootie Williams, trumpeter 
whom Goodman took from Duke 
Ellington last fall, and Charlie 
Christians, colored guitarist. 


Other changes in Goodman's band 
involve Mel Powell, shifting from 
Muggsy Spanier’s new band to re- 
place Johnny Guarnieri; Clinton 
Nageley, from Gene Krupa, vice | 
Gene Kinsley, sax. Krupa himself 
recently took on a colored player, 
trumpeter Roy Eldridge. 













HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 






MANAGEMENT 


L AMUSEMENT CORP. 


CHARLIE 
SPIVAK 


and his orchestra 


GLEN ISLAND CASINO 
CBS—MBS& 


OKEH RECORDS 


GENERA 

















Penn Roof Not Running 





Pennsylvania hotel, New York, is 
not going to use its Roof layout this 
summer, Between the closing of 
Gene Krupa and the opening of 
Bobby Byrne last week (9) hotel’s 
Cafe Rouge was redecorated and re- 
draped and bands will remain there 
through the season, 

No reason for the switch other 
than to try it out, Rouge ig air- 
conditioned. 






MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 














ATTENTION NAME BANDS! 


PALACE PIER, Toronto, Can. 
Now Booking Name Dance Bands for 
One-Night Stands 
ROOM FOR 5,000 DANCERS, 
2,000 SPECTATORS ! 
Write: JAMES HILL 
586 Christie St. Toronto, (an. 





Frank .Marti band will alternate 
with Emil Coleman’s at Piping 
Rock Club, Sargtoga Springs, open- 
ing June 28 for five wale. 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 





Johnny Long band, currently at the New Yorker hotel, N. Y., where it 


opened June 11, works a seven-day 


week despite N. Y. local 802 of the 


AFM’s ruling that any band playing within its jurisdiction must have at 


least one day a week off. Long, by 


permission of 802, works the seventh 


day and gets double salary. Full week is because it would cost too much 
to rehearse a replacement band to play for the New Yorker’s floor show. 


Bands at Madison Square Garden, 


are contracted and paid for 14 days, 


N. Y., also work seven days. They 
however, and work only 12, the two 


remaining representing days they should have had off. Pit bands at the- 


atres such as Loew’s State work six 
free. 


weeks through and have the seventh 


Sid Weiss, bassist with Tommy Dorsey, is getting in short practice ses- 


sion with the band, 


after recovering from an infected wrist resulting 


from a bit of horseplay. Player has been out of the band about two 
months because of a broken wrist bone, suffered when he punched an- 
other member of Dorsey’s band on the arm. 

Break went unnoticed by him and by the time a doctor was called to 


leok at it the arm became infected. 


It was necessary to employ a drain. 





Helen Ward, ex-Benny Goodman vocalist, 


studio singer at Columbia Records. 
cordings made by separate bands 
singers. 


is becoming something of a 
Her voice is currently on two re- 
which normally don’t have femme 


She cut ‘Daddy’ with Harry James and ‘I Take to You’ with Matty 


Malneck. 








i 
| 
i 
| 
; 
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' 





Jukers Benefit 
From Influx Of 
Many Good Tunes 


Six months ago the music busi- 
ness found itself in the doldrums in 
so far as new and worthy popular 
tunes were Recorded 
versions of pop melodies remained 
in coin machines much longer than 
they deserved because there 
nothing new and powerful enough to 
displace them. In contrast to that 


condition, which had machine op- | 
erators digging deep for stuff with | 
which to inject a change of diet in | 
their boxes, the past month has 
brought a rush of new tunes. Now, 
instead of holding melodies until 
they wilt from overplaying, opera- 
tors are finding it hard to retain 
some good tunes long enough to get | 
the most out of them. 

There are so many solid hits push- | 
ing the ones that are riding high 
there’s a tendency 
ing good ones which have not skid- 
ded far off this peak. With such | 
items as ‘Daddy,’ ‘Intermezzo,’ ‘Au- 
rora,’ ‘My Sister and I,’ ‘Hut-Sut 
Song,’ ‘Green Eyes,’ ‘Maria Elena’ 
and a host of others that are show- 
ing high potentialities, operators are 
having a field day. 


BOB ASTOR, NEE DADE, 
IN N.Y. TO FORM BAND 


Bob Astor (formerly Bob ‘Killer’ 
Dade, ex-record program jockey on 
KMTR, Los Angeles) is in New York 
rehearsing a new band. He's been 
set to start a stretch at the Wigwam, 
Budd Lake, N. J., June 25, by MCA 

Astor once led a mixed colored 
and white band on the Coast He 
informally tags his new setup of 
five sax, five brass, four rhythm, 
‘Lunceford, Swing With a _ Basie 
Beat.’ 





concerned. 


was 





Moe Gale List Expands; 


Adds Golden Gate 4. 


Moe Gale is gradually enlarging 
the list of talent his office books and 
represents. Latest addition is the 
Golden Gate quartet, which is being 
booked on a tour of southern spots. 
Previously the office had taken on 
spiritualist Sister Tharpe, who was 
coupled, for vocals, 
linder’s orchestra, and Maxine Sul- 


livan and Benny Carter's orchestra, | 
who will be paired on another series 


of dates. 
Gale also handles Ella Fitzgerald, 
Inkspots and “Erskine Hawkins. 





with 
Lake 


Wally Stoefler’s orchestra, 
Marvis Dinning, at Riley's 
House, Saratoga, N. Y. 


toward smother- | 


to Lucky Mil- | 


Page the P. A. 





Probably the tops in long- 
distance reservations was regis- 
tered by Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., last week when a 
wire from Deland, Fla., request- 
ed space be held for Saturday 
night (14). 

Vaughn Monroe band is cur- 
rent at the spot. 








Anson Weeks Permanently — 
Loses Use of One Arm 
Because of lowa Truck 





Anson Weeks is permanently in- 
| jured as a result of the bus crash 


ihe and his band were in couple 
months ago near Davenport, Ia. 
|Leader is working with his band, 


| after spending weeks in the hospital, 
i} but cannot raise one arm above hip 
| height, which forces him to forget 
| playing piano. Outfit is currently 
| working at Euclid Beach, Cleveland. 

Weeks was injured when 
| the band was riding tangled with a 
ltruck at night. Leader, asleep in 
| the front seat, was thrown out by 
the impact and run over by his own 
| vehicle. Arm was broken and badly 
| mangled. He's suing the bus com- 
pany for damages. 


RECK’ 5 DOUBLE AWARD 


Reck was granted dou- 
ble damages against Sammy Kaye in 
N. Y. supreme court Monday (16) 
when Justice Samuel I. Rosenman 
reversed a former decree of his and 
granted the plea. Reck, an employee 
of Kaye’s, had been awarded $1,447 
two weeks ago by the court, and now 
| will receive $2,894. 

The court had ruled that 
Reck and Kaye were engaged in in- 


Norman E. 





terstate commerce, and that Reck 
was entitled to compensation for 
| working more than the’ standard 
number of hours for Kaye. Reck 
had acted as publicity man, and in 


general, Kaye’s right hand man. He 
|complained he had been forced to 
work over 90 hours weekly on some 
occasions. Under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938, Reck was en- 
titled to liquidated damages as well 
as the total sought. This, Justice 
Rosenman ruled, is mandatory, not 
discretionary. The court acknowl- 


to correct these findings. 


Just Like Home 


Blue Barron has been booked for 
a fifth straight season at the Edison 
hotel, New York. 
at the hotel, moves out July 11 and 
back in Sept. 4 for 17 weeks. 

It’s probable that the Edison’s 
'Green Room will close for the sum- 
‘mer while it undergoes a refurbish- 











j ing. 








| utive Board for action. 


A.FM. REVISES TRAVEL RULES 





f DEAF AMANTES Proser Digging Into Personal BR. 


A THEATRE WEEK 


Convention Also Acts to Con- 





fine Name Bands Playing’ 


State Fairs to Single Event 
For Which Attraction Is 
Booked—Seettle Acts on 


‘Canned Music’ Problem 





. 


SLATE RE-ELECTED 





By DON REED 
Seattle, June 17. 
The 46th annual convention of the 


American Federation of Musicians | 


wound up its business Saturday (14) 
with much of the expected fireworks 


absent. Canned music and travel- 
ing band regulations were chief 
spheres of convention action. A 


resolution approving all actions for 
the past year of President Petrillo 
was passed which put a definite 
stamp of approval on all present 
policies. 

With regard to the canned music 
issue: of the seven resolutions bear- 
ing on this presented one (59) was 
passed and the six others (58-60-61- 
63-64-65) were referred to the Exec- 
Delegates 


| were told that the A. F. of M. will 


take immediate and’ aggressive steps 
| toward some type of limited control 


| so that the musicians of the coun- 


| try 
| pense for the widespread and 


' the 


will receive some _ recom- 
in- 
creasing use of records and electri- 
cal transcriptions for commercial 
purposes. The resolution passed 
called for the Executive Board of 


A.F.M. to intercede with the 


| Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to re- 


| duce 





a bus ; were 


the amount of records and 
transcribed music used on its net- 
works, and to take whatever steps 
were necessary* to increase the hir- 
ing of live musicians by CBC. 
President Petrillo, vice president 
C. L. Bagley, secretary Fred Birn- 
bach, and treasurer Harry Brenton 
the officers re-elected and in- 
cumbent Executive Board members 
retained are: A. C. Hayden, Oscar F. 


Hild, John W. Parks and Chauncey 
A. Weaver. (There was one change 
in A. F. of L. convention delegates, 


Vineent Castronovo 
ward Canavan, ) 

No Election Change 

A small but 


vociferous minority 


| fought for the passing of a resolu- 


AGAINST SAMMY KAYE 


|of all 


both | 


|; musicians. 


tion calling for the election of offi- 
cers and passage on important mat- 
ters by a referendum vote of the 
entire membership, but after several 
hours of debate the resolution was 
decisively defeated. A resolution 
calling for the itemized publication 
Federation officials and em- 
ployees salaries was overwhelmingly 
passed after much debate. 

Other actions of the convention in- 
cluded the limiting of personal ‘ap- 
pearances’ 
til okayed by 
jurisdiction the 
limited to 400 miles any jump made 
by a traveling hand in 24 hours; set 


the local im whose 


appearance occur 


the maximum number of shows for 
members with musical or vaudeville 
acts at 28 per week for C ines “ 30 
per week for Class B, with show 
over those numbers to be paid pro 
rata; and ruled that traveling band: 
or orchestras playing state fairs be 
restricted to their show engagements 
only, this to prevent multiple ap- 
pearances which work against local 
Further regulations of 


| traveling bands was defeated. 


edged the error in its original find- | 
ings, and held that it had the right | 


| 


/ 


| 


Two resolutions urging the reten- 
tion by the Federal government of 
the WPA musical projects were 
passed and the report of the WPA 
committee revealed that so far the 
musical projects have not suffered 
as great a reduction as other proj- 
ects. The Executive Board was also 
directed to continue its fight to“have 
traveling musicians included in old- 


Band is current | age pension and social security laws. 


$5,000 to British 
Consideration of the present state 


| of national and world affairs was not | 


| lacking, with the convention passing 
a resolution calling for the donation 


lof $5,000 to the American Labor 


replacing Ed- 


of traveling members un- } 


Maintenance 


To Keep Garden Dancery Going: 


Charges, Rent Cut 





Canoe Namesakes 





Auburndale, Mass., June 17. 

Bands that have lured big 
crowds through the turnstiles at 
Totem Pole Ballroom here, will 
have their names ‘immortalized’ 
on paddle boats rented at Nor- 
umbega Park where the hoof- 
ery is located. 

On July 4, the boats will be 
christened and launched with 
much fanfare. 


Kaye Gets 10-Year Deal 
From Meadowbrook, N.J.; 
At Least 8 Wks. Each Yr. 











Dailey, owner of Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., have agreed to 


contract ever made by a name band. 
Kaye has consented to play at 
| Dailey’s spot at least eight weeks a 
| year for the next 10 years, each date 





|split either into two four-week | 
| stretches or the full eight at one 
|time. Terms give Kaye a guarantee 


| and a percentage of the gross. 

| Kaye recently completed a record- 
| breaking four weeks at Meadow- 
brook, topping gross and attendance 
figures set by top swing bands. He’s 
currently at the Essex House, New 
York. 


WOV PICKS UP BAND 








WOV, New York, recently given a 
power boost to 10,000 watts, is fig- 
uring on adding local remote band 
broadcasts to its late night time. Out- 
let has run a line into the Rustic 
Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J., and 
begins thrice weekly pickups of Al- 
vino Rey’s band tonight (Wed.) and 
| figures on scheduling other road- 
houses. 

Only one other N. Y. indie makes 
such pickups because of costly lines, 
WMCA airs Irving Carroll's band 
from Jack Dempsey’s Broadway 
|restaurant and Christopher Colum- 
|bus’ outfit from Elks Rendezvous, 
{Harlem, and may add other West- 
chester spots. WNEW for awhile 
ran a line into Glen Island Casino, 
N. Y., but dropped it when the sta- 
tion found that an hour and a half 
of name band records filled the bill 
—and the time could be sold. 





‘Tommy Dorsey S ues Rapp 
On 60-Day $2,000 Note 


Cincinnati, June 17 

Tommy Dorsey filed suit Wednes- 
day (11) in Common Pleas court 
here against Barney Rapp, leader of 
the Nev ~~ anders orchestra, and 
the latter’ ife for alleged non-pay- 
ment of $2,000 on a note. Dorsey's 
petition claims that the loan was 
made by him Nov. 30, last, to Ruby 
Wright Rapp, doing business as the 

right Amusement Co. and called 


for payment in 60 days at 3% inter- 
est. No part has been paid and pay- 
ment has been refused, Dorsey al- 
leged. 

Rapp was operating a suburban 
,dansant, Sign of the Drum, last au- 
tumn. Spot folded after several 
months. 


| Committee to aid British Labor, and 
going on record urging all patriotic 
Americans to avoid industrial diffi- 
culty. 

The salaries of secretary Birnbach 
and treasurer Brenton were each 
raised $5,000 per year and the dele- 
gates raised their own convention 
allowence from $15 to $22.50 daily 
and gave themselves seven days for 
ithe next convention. 

Dallas was chosen as the 1942 con- 
vention city. 


7% 
— 


As a matter of personal pride, 
still believing that given half a 
weather break the Dance Carnival 
at Madison Square Gdrden can get 
over, Monte Proser is digging into 
his persenal bankroll to try and pro- 





| least. 


Sammy Kaye’s orchestra and Frank | 


what’s figured as the longest future | 


FROM JERSEY SPOT 


long the policy for six weeks at 
That would, at least, give it 
| a moderate run. The original book- 
ing was for 100 days from Memorial 
Day. 

Readjusted Garden rental from 
$1,000-a-day for ‘maintenance,’ plus 
15% of the gross, now has been cut 
; to $500 a day, or $3.000 on the new 
| six-day week (Mondays dark now). 
| Likewise the percentage has been 
| slashed so that, based on past busi- 
ness the first two weeks, the Gar- 
| den’s share will be around $4,000. 


That leaves Proser the problem of 

| bands and amortization. His first two 
| weeks cost him $12,500 per for the 
orchestras—$6,000 to Benny Goodman 
,}and $3,250 each for Larry Clinton 
and Charles Barnet. Proser must 
cut the band nut down to $6,000, but 
is doing so currently, with Ben Ber- 
| nie in place of Goodman, on top of 
| Barnet and Clinton. Orch budget is 
|now around $9,500. 

The 942G for music, the °$4,000 for 
| Garden rental could give the ven- 

ture a chance to minimize its losses 
if grossing $20,000 a week. Opening 
stanza took in $25,000. 

| Dan Arnstein, of Yellow Taxicabs, 
just appointed U.S. Commissioner 
for the Burma Road, and off to China 
last week on his official mission, 
| was front-man for a, $100,000 syndi- 
| cate backing Proser. Arnstein acted 
|for John Hertz, Bernard Gimbel, 
| Herbert Bayard Swope, Stanton 
Griffis, et al. Proser said, at first, 
that Arnstein offered him another 
| 100G, but it wasn’t necessary until 
after the first week, when Arnstein 
| got up another $10,000, and then 
stated his people had lost enthusiasm 
|for the summer Dance Carnival for 
|} the Garden. 

| Proser makes his headquarters in 
the Terminal Cab Co.’s suite in the 
General Motors Bldg., and Arnstein’s 
| people’s interest in the Garden was 

(Continued on page 42) 


WHITEMAN’S CANADIAN 
CONCERT FRIDAY (20) 


Chicago, June 17. 

Paul Whiteman has accepted an 
invitation from the Canadian gov- 
‘ernment to conduct a “Victory 
Drive” symphony orchestra at 
Massey Hall, Toronto, on Friday 
night (20) and will take two days 
off from his Chez Paree (Chicago) 
job to make the trip. Mike Fritzell 
and Joey Jacobson of the Paree 
gave him time off for th+ Candian 
trip 


Whiiteman and his orchestra 
ose at the Chez, J and the fol- 
lowing day band opens a week's en- 
gagement at the Riverside theatre, 
Milwaukee, followed by a week at 
the Hennepin-Orpheum, July 11. 


Tentatative plans cal] for the Morris 
office to route the band east follow- 
ing Chicago theatre dates with two 
weeks penciled in at Monte Proser’s 
Madison Square Gailen shindig. 





Peggy Nolan Injured 





Toledo, June 17. 

Lang Thompson, orchestra leader, 
was injured in an automobile colli- 
sion near Port Clinton, O., June 13. 
Thompson, with Peggy Nolan, his 
singer, and Charles Eaton, a member 
of the band, were motoring from 
Cleveland to an engagement in 
Canada. 

Miss Nolan suffered-.a fractured 
pelvic bone and is in a Port Clinton 
Hospital. Eaton also was injured 
slightly, but was able to continue on 
to the Canadian engagement wiih 
Thompson the same day. 
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On the 


Johrnyv Kovech bas left the Glass 


} se, La: rence rbor, N. J., tor 
series of one-nighiers slong the 
sore. Betty Ancrews, vocalist, 
back with outfit after two-month 
lay off. 
Boyd Raeburn orchestra has 


snapped up the music assignment for 
the Chez Paree, Chicago, starting 
July 4. Will replace the current 
Paul Whiteman band. 

Ernie Fields’ orchestra 
devo, Wichita, Kansas for 10-day en- 
gagement. 

Lang Thomp:on into Kennywood 
Park, Pittsburgh, for two-week stay 
beginning June 30. 

Ted Lewis into Stanley theatre, 
Pi.tsburgh, for week starting Friday 
(20). 

Jerry Feldman, sax man and ar- 
ranger for Alexander and His Band 
at Isaly’s Country Gardens, Pitts- 
burgh, has been taken on by Alvino 
Rey. 





Fran Eichler into Sky Vue, Pitts- 
burgh, for indefinite stay, replacing 
Bobby Annis crew. 


Johnny Fontaine band has replaced 
the Joe Mowry outfit at Balconades, 
Pittsburgh. 


Tommy Donlin’s Pennsylvanians 
playing in terrace ballroom at Po- 
cono Manor Inn, Pocono Manor, Pa. 


Bernice Parsons’ orch set for sum- 


at Troca- | 


Unbeat 


Hotel, 
floor show 


mer at Columbia 
i.. J. Drcadway week- 
end feature. 


is the new sax man 
crew at the 


Hareld Stone 
with Lorin Parsons’ 
Book Casino, Detroit. 

Clarence Fuhrman, leader of KYW, 
Phi'acelnhia, house band, has been 
named musical director for Cape 

(Continued on page 55) 


BLUE MOON, WICHITA, SET 


Herbie Kay and Ted Weems Lead 
Off Summer Garden Season 


Wichita, Kans., June 17. 


Herbie Kay is at Blue Moon for 
two week opening of its summer 
garden, Joe Landwehr has taken 


over management during illness of 


|former manager, Mayor John I. Dot- 


son. Dotson has just returned home 


|after several weeks in hospital fol- 


lowing heart attack. 


Some 2,000 feet of floor space has 
been added to summer garden of 
|'Blue Moon, already one of largest 
'dance spots in southwest. In addi- 
tion to large enclosed floor for win- 
ter dancing there is another im- 
mense floor with just roof over it. 
Both floors are used in summer time. 

Ted Weems’ orchestra follows Kay 
on June 30 who stays through July 5. 
Paul Pendarvis comes in July 6 and 
will be here through July 19. 











VARIETY said: 


first real 


qualifications is Brown's 


sound.” 


BILLBOARD said: 


showmanship throughout. 
recitation on the 
doing spot rhythm 
eners a‘e it up, 
definitely 
show 


and that 


opening day.’ 


RADIO DAILY said: 


is WNEW’s station 
great break for WNEW, and a 


a fresh and fetching quality. 
tone. A swing interpretation 
a good sendoff. 
two comedy 
commercials, 





gagement, LOG CABIN 


RCA BLDG. RADIO 





“A year from now the Strand should 
take credit for giving a new boffo bounce band its 
toehold on the road 
Brown’s initial stage date on Broadway; in fact his first major thea- 
tre appearance anywhere, and his orch gives every indication of get- 
ting up among the musical leaders. 
own easy-to-take personality 
in his introductions, , . . Band is crackerjack on 


“Besides being a hot 
the Brown 

Best bit 
ASCAP-BMI 
limerick splels heard over the radio. 
included 
climb into high brackets at 


“Les Is 
mercial jingles. .. 
—the ‘hep’ audience sings it out even before the band gets into in— 
break jingle. ...A 


THE DAILY MIRROR said: 


novelty in his arrangemen:s and has some new 


Other numbers are 
numbers, ‘Alexander Is a Swoose’ and a satire on radio 
both well done.” 


LES BROWN 


and his 


Closing Second Week, N. Y. 
Opening FRIDAY, JUNE 20TH, Indefinite En- 


“BROWN BAND 
A WOW IN 
B’WAY BOW! 


be able to 


to fame and fortune. This is Les 


And not the least of the band’s 
and clarity 
sight as well as 


solid swing crew, 
slick piece of 
Brown’s verse 
into the ork 
Radio lis- 
should 
last 


and 

band turns out a 
along this line is 

struggle, which leads 


Band 
House packed 


everybody. 
this pace. 


‘Hit Parade’ of 
. The Number One 


offering a com- 


tune 


swell stunt for Brown, a 
good example of how a bandleader can 


utilize radio in his stage appearances.” 


“The music of Les Brown and 
his orchestra at the Strand has 
young maestro injects a bit of 
ideas on tempo and 
gives the program 
‘Marche Slav’ and 


The 


of ‘Anvil Chorus’ 
‘Intermezzo,’ 


orchestra 


featuring BETTY BONNEY 


Strand, Thursday, June 19th 


FARMS, Armonk, N. Y. 


BROADCASTING OVER WOR-MUTUAL 
OKEH RECORDS 


Personal Management 


JOE GLASER, INC. 


CITY “3° CIRCLE 7-0862 


Columbia, |! 





| played with various solos. 


















to VARIETY. 


3 respective publishers.) 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 
Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 
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Sammy Kaye. . | Victor... {1) Republic 








Woody H : 
Sees . . kk 4 eee 


Decca. . 
+ | Benny Goodmar§j Columbia 


* (5) Schuberth 








{| Jimmy Dorsey 


3 My Sister and | . . 


Decca... (3) BMI 











* | Benny Goodmanj Columbia 
{ Jimmy Dorsey..f Decca... ——— 
4 Aurora ° e ° ° ° * | Andrews Sisters § Decca... (3) Bevaens 








{ Alvino Rey..... 
*} Dick Jurgens. . 


5 Nighty Night . . . 


‘| oxen... 1) Beacon 








.  , Jimmy Dorsey...| Decca... 


(13) Marks 








7 Dolores sis 


cuamenneeianneiantt tiated 


ad * ©*}) Tommy Dorsey. 


{ Bing Crosby....§ Decca. . 
Victor... 


(10) Paramount 








8 App'e Blassom Time 


A 1drews sisters| Decca.. 


.(5) Broadway 
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| Un { Jimmy Dorsey... Decca... oa 

9 derstand . * + + ©) King Sisters....]} Bluebird. (11) Feist ad 
P {| Harry James... § Columbiaz., 

10 Music Makers . ° * } Andrews Sistersl Decca... (7) Paramount 





DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


demand on the coin machines.) 


Until Tomorrow... 





(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing in 


{ Horace Heidt. Columbi: 
ss te | es nbia 
G’bye Now........ *seseeeees Vaughn Monroe...Bluebird ° -BMI 
ub-eb Gone.:......2... A Horace Heidt....Columbia . ; 

g "se'') King Sisters...... Bluebird’ ‘Schumann 

IO aces cDidinca hh a len - Jimmy Dorsey....... Decca. .Southern 
oS |} Jimmy Dorsey...... Decca Southe 

} Tony Pastor... ..Bluebird* “°OU'"!™ 
Seeceeis . { Woody Herman..... Decca ..PD 

{ Al Donahue..........Okeh..PD 
Everything Happens to Me.... Tommy Dorsey..... Victor .. Embassy 


Sammy Kaye........Victor. 


Let’s Get Away from It All... | Woody Herma. .....Decca Embassy 
Tommy Dorsey...... Victor © °*™%4SS) 
Se 2 Werrt.....<.. Na at { Inkspots ............Decca Mel I 
| Tommy Dorsey......Victor °° o “4aN® 
Your: { Jimmy Dorsey . Deéta 
Wanted hPa: M: rks 
Pe RAD 





Republic 


























Coin-Catching Record Possibilities 
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| York,’ 


— = 


_ Alfred Newman finished the mu- 
sical score on Warners ‘Sergeant 
his 150th picture during 11 


} years in Hollywood. 











Count Basie ‘You Betcha My Life’-—Down, Down, Down’ (Okeh 6221) 
These may be best sides Basie ever made, from a commercial angle 
‘Life’ is grooved in easy, rolling tempo, tastefully arranged and well 
_ Earl Warren, from the band, does a good 
vocal. ‘Down,’ a good machine piece, is cleverly arranged and fitted with 
neat Basie piano work. No vocal. 
Larry Clinton ‘Town Tattler’—Tempus Fugit’ (Victor 27446) 


Clinton’s first try with an enlarged band. He added strings, bassoon 


| etc. and ‘Tattler’ proves an interestingly developed arrangement under the 


new instrumentation. Tune is adapted from Bizet’s ‘Farandole.’ It carries 
a low register wallop in good tempo. It'll sell ‘est outside machines 
however. ‘Fugit’ is too.similarly done for contrasi. but it, too, makes good 
listening. 


Harry James ‘Daddy’—‘Aurora’ (Columbia 36171) 

James doesn’t top Sammy Kaye’s ‘Daddy,’ but comes close to it; his solid 
instrumental version with a provocative Helen Ward local will figure in 
the machines alongside Kaye’s band chorus cutting. One of its best points 
is a owing tempo. Reverse is a good try at ‘Aurora,’ but swinging it out 
after Dick Haymes’ easy vocal buried the melody too much. Andrews 
Sisters’ version of ‘Daddy’ (Decca 3821) will find its way into plenty 
machines. They might have turned it a bit slower, but all in all it’s the 
stuff Andrews fans go far. Backing is a average job on ‘Sleepy Serenade.’ 
An unexpected item is Joan Merrill’s sophisticated voice vocalling ‘Daddy’ 
(Bluebird 11171). She doesn’t do a bad job of it, but it isn’t commercial 
in tempo and delivery. Her try at ‘Intermezzo’ is more in her line and she 
delivers a listenable vocal of the brimful melody. 


Jimmy Dorsey ‘Rose and Prayer’—Be Fair’ (Decca 3812) 

Two good sides. Dorsey’s crack combo has been consistent with solid 
selling sides and these will further the string. ‘Rose,’ a strong tune, is 
smartly tailored and outstandingly delivered, both. instrumentally and 
vocally by Bob Eberle. I’ts a future hit. Singer handles reverse, too, 
hitting high spots on,a repeatable ballad. 


"FLAMINGO" 


COLUMBIA 36147 
A Great New Record by 


WILL BRADLEY 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
FEATURING 


Ray McKinley 
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Latin Music Subsids Multiply 





Warners Has New Group With Xavier Cugat a Stock- 
holder and Fernando Castro as Pro. Mgr. 


Warner Bros. music publishing 
group has entered the Latin-Ameri- 
can field with the organization of a 
separate subsidiary, the North and 
South American Musie Co., Inc. 
Xavier Cugat is slated to be a stock- 
holder in the enterprise. Another 
outsider given stock in the setup is 
Fernando Castro, who has quit 
Southern Music Co. to become pro- 
fessional manager for the WB sub- 
sid. Receipt of Cugat’s signature to 
a contract is holding up the actual 
filing of incorporation papers. Le- 
cuona has been heretofore affiliated 
with E. B. Marks. 

Meanwhile Warners has put under 
exclusive contract the Cuban com- 
poser Ernesto Lecuona, the source of 
such hits as ‘Say Si Si,’ ‘Siboney’ and 
‘Melagana.’ Agreement is for a year 
with options of four more years. 

Irving Berlin, Inc., has also char- 
tered a separate company to handle 
Latin-American numbers. This one 
is tagged the Latino Music Corp. 

Another subsidiary recently added 
to Warners’ music setup is the Ted- 
music Corp., of which Ted Collins, 
Kate Smith’s manager, is a 50% 
stockholder. This catalog will be an 
ASCAP affiliate. It has no connec- 
tion with Colwill Music Co., another 
Collins enterprise, which has been 
licensing its tunes through Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. Miss Smith is not 
connected with either pub firm. 





Chilean Upbeat 
Buenos Aires, June 17. 

Despite low-dollar value of the 
Chilean peso, sufficient music biz has 
developed in Chile in the past year 
to more than double RCA-Victor's 
disc sales and caused Southern Mu- 
sic Internacional to enlarge its of- 
fices to care for the upbeat, Ralph S. 
Peer, president of Southern Music 
disclosed here. 

Peer, now touring South America, 
said that Victor had opened a large 
new plant in a suburb of Santiago, 
capital of Chile, and that the in- 
creased capacity found excellent 
markets. Company maintains its own 
recording studios in town, making 
from 15 to 20 cuttings a month. L. R 
Evans, formerly manager of the Vic- 
tor disc biz in Brazil, is now in 
complete charge of Chile. 

Odeon, which cuts most of its 
Chilean stuff in B. A., is also riding 
the upbeat and is reported thinking 
Ofmopening studios in Santiago. 

Cashing In on Chile 

RCA has been cashing in on the 
small, but steadily growing Chilean 
film industry. 

Peer said he found an increas- 
ing tieup between films and mu- 
sic. His affiliate, Southern Interna- 
cional, is the only publisher doing 
biz in the U. S. manner. Only com- 
petish comes from a couple of print- 
ing firms which occasionally buy 
the right to print 1,000 copies of 
sheet music. Peer decided after a 
survey to increase his efforts. F. 
Martin Serrano, radio figure who 
produces, directs and conducts sev- 
eral programs for 
has been named head of the office. 

While in Chile Peer also signed 
longterm blanket contracts with Ra- 
nato Heitmann and Nicanor Molinare. 
New selections will be published 
monthly for Chilean and world-wide 
distribution, Performing rights for 
the U. S. will be controlled by 
Broadcast Music, Ine. Arrange- 
ments already have been made by 
cable to have two compositions by 
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Three ASCAP Axemen 


Johnny O’Connor was last 
week named by the board of di- 
rectors of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers as the third member of 
the special ways and means 
committee. Other two on the 
committee are Edgar Leslie and 
Saul Bornstein. 

The threesome has been in- 
vested with extraordinary au- 
thority in the matter of keeping 
down the Society’s overhead. 
They not only pass on all salaries 
and expenditures but exercise 
the final word on executives’ and 
officers’ expense accounts. 


MBS’ LUNCHEONS 
FOR MAESTROS, 
MUSIC PUBS 


Mutual Network will toss two lun- 
cheons next week in an effort to es- 
tablish a clear understanding of the 
web’s problems among band leaders, 
booking office executives and the 
ASCAP faction of the music pub- 
lishing industry. The first of the 
luncheons will be held Tuesday (24) 
and to it will be invited ASCAP 
music pubs and their professional 
managers. Other get-together will 
be the next day (Wednesday) and 
this will be for the dance band con- 
tingent, with the invitees including 
officials of the American Federation 
of Musicians and Local 802. 


Through the luncheons at which 
Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager will speak, the web will seek 
to straighten out what it terms some 
misconceptions that the music and 
band businesses harbor about the 
network’s methods of operation and 
to intensify co-operation between the 
publishers and Mutual. 














each writer introduced over CBS in 
the States and over the CBS short- 
wave, Latin-American network by 
the famed Mexican tenor, Juan Ar- 
vizu, now in Manhattan. 

Peer expects more biz from some 
of the more than 60 commercial 


transmitters in Chile, 14 in and 
'around Santiago. Radio Carrera, 
with 10 kw. power, is skedded to 


go on the air late this month. 
studios, adjacent to the Victor re- 
cording studio, are the most elab- 
orate yet attempted in Chile. 

RCA is building a 50 kw. station 
of the most modern type which will 
be ready about 1942. Because of 
its superior equipment and power, 


| this will overshadow anything in the 


big advertisers, | 


| the swank new 





country. 

Top night spot in the capital is in 
Hotel Carrera, sky- 
scraper hostelry built with govern- 
ment funds as a tourist draw. Mol- 
inare is skedded as the next feature 
attraction. There are a few small 
places, but these use all local talent. 
Vina del Mar casino, largest on the 
west coast, reported a good biz dur- 
ing the past season with imported 
U. S. acts being a special draw. 
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OUR 


NEW BALLAD 


| FOUND YOU iN THE RAIN 


(Adapted from the Chopin Prelude No. 7) 
By HAROLD BARLOW 





Our Current Song Hit 


JUST A LITTLE BIT SOUTH 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 
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‘INT-TRUST MIE 


COVERS CLIENTS 





Convinced of Complete Run- 
Around by Broadcasters 
Society Retains Borrows 
David Podell From Thur- 
man Arnold to Organize 
Damage Actions Running 
to $20,000,000 


TRAMMELL DEPLORES 





Announcement last week that the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers had retained 
special counsel to start a triple dam- 
age suit under the Sherman anti- 
trust law against NBC, CBS, the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers and Broadcast Music, Inc., an- 
noyed the networks and there were 
indications yesterday (Tuesday) that 
NBC, anyway, will attempt to avert 
the actual filing of the papers by 
speeding up the negotiations. The 
legal expert engaged by ASCAP for 
the action, whose asking damages, it 
states, will exceed $20,000,000, is 
David L. Podell, who for the past 
year has been doing anti-trust work 
as a $1 a year man for Thurman Ar- 
nold, assistant U. S. attorney gen- 
eral. Podell, who went into semi- 
retirement after making a fortune in 
litigatory trust-busting, has been 
granted a leave of absence by Ar- 
nold so that he could handle this 
case. 


It was reported yesterday (Tues- 
day) that ASCAP had received a 
wire from Niles Trammell, NBC prez, 
expressing the hope that there was 
no truth in the report that ASCAP 
was bringing a conspiracy suit 
against NBC. ASCAP officials de- 
clined to confirm or deny that such 
a telegram had been received. The 
wire, it was reported, had come from 
Washington where Trammell was at- 
tending the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee’s hearing on the 
FCC’s rules on network-affiliated 
stations relations. 

‘Don’t Need ASCAP’ 

Although the ASCAP board had 
voted last Monday (9) to instruct its 
regular counsel, Schwartz & Froh- 
lich, to speak to Podell about his 
services as special counsel in an 
anti-trust action, no overt 
taken until Thursday (12) when an 
ASCAP delegation returned from 
Washington with the report that the 
affiliates were obviously 
not disposed to close a contract with 
ASCAP. The ASCAP delegation 
had, at the suggestion of NBC, called 
on the executive committee of the 
Independent Radio Network Affil- 
iates with the terms of a proposed 
contract. While some of the IRNA- 
ites stated that the terms looked all 
right, others frankly advised the 


| ASCAP reps that they had no need | 
jof the 


ASCAP repertoire. 


| meeting wound up with a suggestion 


imit the 


| . 
worked out with 





isel, left for 


from the committee that ASCAP sub- 
terms in contract 
ASCAP the following day 
day) mailed the committee a con- 
tract, which was based on a form 
NBC, and then an- 
nounced it had authorized its counsel 
to start an anti-trust suit. 
Remembered 
Frohlich, of ASCAP coun- 
Washington Monday 
afternoon (16) to 
dell on the complaint. It is stated 
that in addition to NBC, CBS, the 
N.A.B. and BMI the papers will 
name individual radio stations, ma- 
jor network advertisers and adver- 
tising agencies. It is also said that 
after ASCAP has filed its suit groups 
of ASCAP writers and publishers 
will bring their own action either 
through Podell or other counsel with 
reputations in anti-trust work. 
Podell is well remembered by ma- 
jor ASCAP publishers for the dam- 
ages he cost them as the result of 
the Max Mayer vs. Music Dealers 
Service, Inc., case in 1934. Podell 
represented Mayer, who sued under 
the Sherman law in an effort to | 
break up the MDS, and in mid-trial 
(Continued on page 42) 


(Thurs- 


Louis 


-ASCAP T0 SUE ADVERTISERS 





action was | 


The | 


form. | 


confer with Po- | 
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Jukebox Racketeering in New Orleans 





Muscle Stuff Alleged—Prominent Police Accused of 
Collusion—Two Operators Recently Indicted 





Jesse Stool to Coast 


Chicago, June 17. 
Jesse Stool has been named coast 
manager for the Loeb & Lissauer 
music firm. 
Leaves this week to take over. 


BMI FINANCES 
CITY COLLEGE 
CHECKING 


With Broadcast Music, Inc., fur- 
nishing the finances, the office of 
research in the psychology depart- 
ment of the City College of New 
York started to distribute Monday 
(16) gratis a daily log and compila- 
tion of popular tunes broadcast over 
New York stations. ASCAP pubs 
and writers declared after the ini- 
tial reports had been released that 
they proposed to protest to the col- 
lege’s president and the N. Y. City 
Board of Higher Education over the 
use made of the college’s facilities 
and staff by a private enterprise 
(BMI) in competing with an estab- 
lished outfit doing the same sort of 
work, namely, the Accurate Report- 
ing Service. 

BMI got Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director of the college’s office of re- 
search, radio division, to take over 
the checking of plugs after Accurate 
had stopped checking WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC on the ground that the 
majority of its clients (ASCAP pub- 
lishers) had informed it that they 
were interested only in perform- 
ance compilations of those stations 
using ASCAP music. The Peatman 
logs and capitulations make the first 
furnished free by a publisher or 
anybody else. 

Dr. Peatman explained Monday 
(16) that he was doing the check- 
ing as a ‘researching job on a grant 
given him by BMI.’ He said that 
the experimenting on the checking 
had been done in one of the City 
| College laboratories but that he and 
'his associates had since taken quar- 
|ters for the assignment near the col- 
| lege. 
| of the supervisors on the checking 














| and recapitulations were on the col- | 


| lege’s staff though currently on their | 
summer vacations. 
search, he added, was to be 
|ducted later on, such as 
trend studies about popular music. 

Sidney M. Kaye, v.p. in charge 
of BMI, pointed out Monday that 
ihe had sought out a college group 
|to do the checking after Accurate 
Reporting had refused to do it for 
him. 


con- 


+ 
~ 


Dr. Peatman stated that three | 


The actual re- | 


making | 
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New Orleans, June 17. 

A chief of detectives and two of 
his aides were accused Saturday (14) 
of collaborating with a juke box as- 
sociation in forcing business men 
here to use the association’s ma- 
chines or face police retaliation ac- 
cording to statements placed before 
Superintendent of Police George 
Reyer by District Attorney Bernard 
Cocke. The Orleans Parish Grand 
Jury will institute an investigation 
of charges at once, Cocke said. 

The accused detectives are Chief 
John Grosch, and Detectives Joseph 
Schwehm and John Meredith. 
George A. Brennan and Dan Cohen, 
association operators, were recently 
indicted by the grand jury on 
charges of blackmailing business 
men into using their coin boxes. 

Meanwhile protection for every 
member of the grand jury and their 
families was promised by the district 
attorney as he began an investigation 
Thursday (12) of threats made 
against Edward D. Rapier, foreman 
of the inquisitorial body. 

Threats against Rapier followed an 
announcement by the district attor- 
ney that the grand jury would in- 
vestigate police ‘collusion’ in the al- 
leged box racket and the looting of 
23 pinball and slot machines held by 
officers at the First precinct police 
station. 


ASCAP NOMINATORS 
READYING BALLOTS 


The two nominating committees 
appointed by the board of directors 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers last 
week are expected to have their 
slates completed within the 10 days. 
The printed ballots will be in the 
mails a few days later and it is 
figured that the names of the new 
electees to the board will be known 
by July 12. 

Nominating committee for the 
publishers consists of Ben Bornstein, 
George Simon and John Sengstack 








and for the writers, Leo Robin, 
Howard Dietz, George Whiting, 
Jerry Livingston, John Redmond 


and Jacques Wolfe. 





SPIRITUAL SONG SUIT 

Sacred & Spiritual Music Co., Inc., 
filed suit Monday (16) in N. Y. fed- 
|eral court against Columbia Record 
Corp., Brunswick Record Corp. and 
|Times Appliance Co., seeking dam- 
ages, accounting and an injunction 
|for the alleged infringement of a 
song. The defendants are accused 
|of having made records of the song 
without permission. 
| Involved song is ‘What Would You 
|Give in Exchange?,’ written by F. J. 
Berry and J. H. Carr, and published 
in a book called ‘Triumphant Hosan- 
which was assigned to plaintiff. 
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SWEETER 


A Natural for the Sweet 





cial song .. . simple, 


ceivably do big things along the 
Also Being 


THE SWEETEST LOVE SONG IN 


WHAT WORD IS 
SWEETHEART 


The Billboard’s Record Buying Guide, June 14 issue, says: 
“What Word Is Sweeter Than Sweetheart? 
sentimental, ; 
ROE and SAMMY KAYE have disks of it available that could con- 


Kate Smith @ Bobby Byrne ®@ Charlie Spivak @ Dick Todd 
REIS AND.TAYLOR, INC. 
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Spot on Your Programs 


An especially commer- 


appealing ... VAUGHN MON- 


phono network.” 
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1619 Broadway, New York City 
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Ralph Hawkes of London in U.S.A. 


Will Handle ASCAP, Band Instrument Deals and 
Meet Australian and Canadian Reps While Here 


ee + 





British Performing Rights Society, | 
England’s equivalent of ASCAP, | 
suffered a loss of approximately | 
12% in general licenses during 1940 
as the result of the war, Ralph 
Hawkes, currently representing 
BPRS in the United States, declared | WNEW, New York, took out a 
in New York last week. license to use Broadcast Music, Inc., 

Greatest problem posed for the | song material late last week, becom- 
performing rights organization by ing the first N. Y. independent out- 
the war, is this loss of licensees. let to do so. Terms of the agree- 
It is brought about by night clubs, | ment have been kept undercover, 
theatres and other entertainment | but it’s said to guarantee the station 
places which use music being that no other N. Y. indie will get a 


f istence, plus the better deal. First BMI stuff to air 
bombed out of existence, plus Fee Plage Plea on 


WNEW SIGNS BMI 


Patches Up Contract After Previous 
Split on Stock Purchase 


large shift in population which went on Martin 
forces spots in evacuated areas to lieve-Ballroom record program Fri- 
shutter. |day night (13). 


BMI and WNEW fell out soon after 
the beginning of the year. Station 
signed with ASCAP, but refused to 
go BMI when the latter demanded 
that a block of BMI stock be bought. 
Other New York indies took the 
same attitude. 


Aside from this angle, receipts | 
were good during 1940, Hawkes de- | 
clared. Income from all sources, in- 
cluding foreign, amounted to $3,000,- 
000 of which about three-quarters 
was domestic, he estimated. Foreign 
receipts will suffer this year as a 
result of the ASCAP-radio fight. | 


BPRS participation in the annual | 
ASCAP divvy ordinarily would ASCAP CHIDES 
amount to about $200,000, Hawkes 
said. 
Hawkes is one of the execs of FOSDICK FOR 











firm. He arrived in the U. S. re- 
cently and will remain until about 
October on his company’s business 
and that of BPRS. B&H handles the 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn catalog in the 
British Isles, in addition to its own 
more than 100-year-old catalog of | 
standard and pop tunes. It also is 
ulating among ASCAP board ‘mem- 
manufacturer of band instruments in| bers within the past week for the 
Great Britain. It likewise operates Society to take part in the current 
an artists bureau with branches in | : ; 
various parts of the world. Hawkes hearing of the Senate Interstate 
partner is chairman of the board of Commerce Committee on the FCC's 
BPRS. |network rules had failed by yester- 
Condemns Payola |day (Tuesday) to reach the point 
Although he termed the system in |of concerted action. Countering 


Boosey & Hawkes, British music 
in the retail music business, with a| Pressure which had been accum- 
number of shops, and is the largest | 
England of payoffs for every radio | this pressure was a strong insistence 


plug ‘abominable,’ he said it was jon the part of the ASCAP manage- 
profitable because there was suf- | ment that the Society refrain from 
ficient- income from the British | becoming entangled in the senate 
~ Broadcasting Co. He had high praise |committee’s probe on the ground 


that such a move would not contri- 
bute anything fruitful to the settle- 
ment of the ASCAP-radio fight. 
While the ASCAP board members 
and the management were trying to 
come to a decision on whether to 
move into the senate committee’s 
hearings, the Society used the letter 
route to get in a few licks at NBC 


for BBC’s method of payment as 
compared with that in this country. 
It is strictly a per-performance sys- 
tem, but tunes are rated by the 
length of time they take to play. In 
other words, a pop ditty that runs 
three minutes would be worth one 
performance point, while a sym- 
phony of 30 minutes might be worth 


15 points. BBC pays to BPRS about and CBS on the monopoly angle of 
$1,000,000 a year, Hawkes said. the investigation. The letter was 

One of the reasons for the British | addressed to Dr. Harry Emerson 
music pub’s visit to this country is | Fosdick, of the Riverside Church, 
negotiation of a deal with the Selmer |N.Y.. who had as the leader of a 
Co. of South Bend, Ind., instrument |roundrobin of clergymen appealed 


makers, for distribution of the B & H |to President Roosevelt to stay the 
instruments in this country. This is . 
partially to aid the British foreign 
exchange fund, although part of the 
B & H plant had to be turned over 
to the Government for war indus- 
tries. Hawkes said it was not per- 
missible to reveal what the factory 
is now making. 

He is also huddling while here on 
expansion of the artists bureau, | 
whose U. S. branch _ represents, 
among others, conductor Sir Thomas 
Beecham. Hawkes will shortly par- 
ley in New York with his Australian 


‘hasty’ drastic and ill-considered ac- 
tion of the FCC and warned of the 
serious setback that such action 


and musical broadcasts. 


was sent to Senator Burton Wheeler 
chairman of the probing committee. 
The ASCAP letter charged that 


whose names were signed to the ap- 
peal had been ‘placed in the position 
of supporting a monopolistic boy- 


G se Cooper, who is due cott of America’s greatest music— 
ee oe is _Gue popular, patriotic, religious and 
around July 15; his Toronto branch aii igh tae uml. 
manager, Harry Jarman, and his trarily banned’ from the facilities 


New York partner - representative, 
Max Winkler. 

Firm’s British business in 1940 was 
the_best in years, Hawkes said, al- 
though there has been a severe lull 
Since about April. Standard cata- lot ws vagilige . 
logs are the only ones that have held Z : — war Oe wae ane that ane 
up since that time, he explained. fortunately, your (Dr. Fosdick’s) 
B & H popular subsids are Cavendish letter is an instrument whereby re- 
and LaFleur. | ligion is being used to throw con- 
fusion into a simpie democratic pro- 
| cess. 

Ts ‘The radio networks (NBC and 
W ill D. Cobb Songs Go CBS),’ continued the ASCAP letter, 

To Shapiro - Bernstein ‘have dealt a severe blow to Ameri- 
Mitten Cina Ce, thik te: 'can musical culture by boycotting 


see : the b i si 
quired the publishing rights to all oy age ig aloo ed ec 


: during the past 50 years. Such ac- 
the songs written by the late Will | 4; nd 
a ttt, Wine insite ; tions smack dangerously of facism 


OF ‘School | and are not in the interests of 
Days,’ ‘Sunbonnet Sue,’ ‘If I Was a| american culture. education, dem- 
Millionaire,’ ‘Goodbye, Dolly Gray,’ locracy and Christian advancement.’ 
‘Waltz Me Around Again, Willie,’ | ; 
and ‘I Just Can’t Make My Eyes 
Behave.’ Assignment from C. Lang Jack Robbins added two more 
Cobb, brother of the writer, includes | musician-leaders to’ his roster of 
the right to collect on performances, | writers by signing Carmen Cavallero 
mechanical rights, etc. and Charlie Teagarden; also renewed 

Mills Music, Inc. formerly held | Art Tatum. Two piano folios by 
the publishing rights to the Cobb | Cavallero, on the heels of the pian- 
numbers. Gus Edwards, who co- | ist’s Decca record albums, will be 
authored many of the numbers with | rushed out. Also being readied for 
Cobb, has retained his half-interest | issue in the fall are two trumpet 
in the copyrights, books by Teagarden. 


controlled by NBC and CBS since 
Jan. 1. The ASCAP letter stated 


ligious broadcasting would be thrown 
into confusion by the new FCC reg- 

















Dr. Fosdick and the other ministers | 


that Dr. Fosdick’s statement that re- | 


No NBC-CBS Recaps 


Recapitulation of the past 
week’s music plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC, N. Y., is not 
published in the current issue 
due to a change in Broadcast 
Music’s checking service. 

BMI had been compiling this 
information from logs furnished 
it by NBC and Columbia, but 
starting with Sunday (15) of this 
week the psychology department 
of the City College of New York, 
with BMI furnishing the where- 
withal, became the daily source 
of such logs and recdps. VARIETY 
will resume these recaps next 
week. 


BMI Okays Form 


For New Contract; 
Streibert Resigns 


Broadcast Music’s directors last 
week ratified the organization’s new 
contract forms for station and net- 
work subscribers in addition to a 
transcription contract which allows 
clearance at the source. The board 
at the same time accepted the resig- 
nation of T. C. Streibert, general 
manager of WOR, New York. Strei- 
bert had pointed out that since his 
station had resigned from the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters it 
behooved him to quit BMI, which he 
said represented a type of industry 
activity. 

The new BMI forms offer a blan- 
ket and a per program arrangement. 
The blanket commercial fee now 
ranges from 123 to 1% and per pro- 
gram, from 313 to approximately 
54%. For sustaining programs it 
will be %% to 1% of the rate card. 

















Appoint Receiver in N.Y. 
For Austrian Performance 
Society Taken by Nazis 
A receiver won enaelebed Friday 


(13) for the property of the Staatlich 
Genehmigte Gesellschaft Der Au- 








toren, Komponisten Und Musikver- | 


leger, Austrian counterpart 


of the), 


American Society of Composers, Au- | 


thors and Publishers, by Justice 
Samuel I. Rosenman in the N.Y. su- 
preme court. The receiver is Henry 
M. Propper, who was bonded for 
$1,000. 

Appointment of Propper was at the 


request of Franz Sobotka, stock- 
holder and creditor of A.K.M. So- 


botka joined the society in 1932 and 
is owed $20,101. He claims that the 
society is being dissolved in Austria 
since the Reich took over the coun- 
try March 12, 1938. Claims of over 


might have on religious, educational | $100,000 have been filed with ASCAP 
A copy of | against its Austrian subsidiary, plan- 


the Society’s letter to Dr. Fordick | “ff claims. 





Monroe’s Par Repeat 


Vaughn Monroe’s recent click at 
|the N. Y. Paramount, his first 
| Broadway theatre appearance, has 
resulted in a repeat booking at that 
| deluxer. Contract is set, but the 
| date is indefinite, probably not be- 
| fore next winter. 

Monroe, currently at Meadow- 
| brook, N. J., goes into Madison 
| Square Garden in mid-July. 





Musie Notes 


Contantin Bakaleinikoff handling 
the recording of ‘My Life With Caro- 
line’ at RKO. 

Bernard Hermann working on the 
music for ‘Flesh and Gold’ at RKO. 





Franz Waxman drew the scoring 
assignment on Metro’s ‘Honky-Tonk.’ 





Hoagy Carmichael and Frank 
Loesser have written five songs for 
Paramount's cartoon, ‘Mr. Bug Goes 
to Town.’ 





Arthur Schwartz doing 
sequences on ‘Two 
Heaven’ at Warners. 


musical 
Steps to 





Leo Shuken composing an original 
concerto for ‘Our Wife’ at Columbia. 





Edward Ward moved into the Hal 
Roach studio to direct music for a 





series of streamlined features. 


| financial 
| Summer has always been a problem 


} 


| ward 


| its first 
| made it too tough for Proser. 


| hock his interest in the Copacabana’ | 


| bands for future bookings, play-or- 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending June 14, 1941) 





BBst Berk BOM. oc ccccccccccccccscccvesecesevtccccccss ccc Nam 





NT Sere re ire re ee eer Tee ....Schuberth 
Things 1 LOVE. oo6escee ein ue nese chin aiceanies Ghee es teks .. Campbell 
WEBTID WOMB sé nsec ceases PU cueeacan penne neews Peer ee .. Southern 
RE. cic. a pb Radpas cee sen eeteneen ness PRRb eee ed seeeeees Republic 
I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time................. Broadway 
My Sister and I......... SPT ALS Pn ee Pee Lae oc0es MEE 
BOI OF POTER COPOTIOG, ccccccccccccscasenss eer et .. Porgie 
Wn NN © vac ee ea wank’ 06 ODE FOC PET ET eT CCE eT . Willson 
*Holereas (7.08 Veres Nights’) 626 ccccsceereccecesces .++eee Paramount 
FO IIE COS OP TPCT LOTT TE LC IEEE PEE TES .+e+e Marks 

TIO 2 WOES coccccesecset alas bansis aihiaih debad a aceieacda ened ... Melody Lane 
THEE TOROETOW set ccsccce cae eee Wek waee tak bakes dened .. Republic 
MO 2 ow cc asha cass Mwabbebis susie dues ..e+- Berlin 
ES eat Clee odd y ee 650 eeekewhes esses eeesenees co ... Marks 

* Filmusical. 





Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is con- 
fined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System. 
The compilation herewith covers the week beginning June 9 (Monday) 
and ending June 15 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m., and is based on daily 
recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting Service, which maintains 
its own listening posts. 








TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Aurora FET OR EE PS FEM A Fete et jo) 19 
Ret aig hire 5 6454 Pilesle cas DEO OE SLs & RO RAK ERT CRRA Ae 17 
RE EEE oe Pe Te ae Pere ri i Ee POC eTe 11 
Beau Night in Hotchkiss Corners.................6. oy eee 9 
Oe eee eerie oer oe Tete LES ee Schuberth ....... 9 
eS ME AG oh we, chs « He Ree RAR EN OS 6 O44 es OS Schumann ....... 8 
Love Me a Little Little .......... Ke Shee Reh es oes ete | re 8 
eer er rrr re rr ee eee ere 7 
I Found a Million Dollar Baby—*Million Dollar BabyRemick ......... 7 
One I Love Belongs Somebody Else ................ a y 
yy 2 Ge gk re er eee Pe a Oar or ene PE Gahavecass :j 
You're Dangerous—*Road to Zanzibar............... EE ee reiwks 7 
pO a) ae eae ee ae re re ere CHORBOU 6. case. 6 
oS el aera For ee ee Serene gee A a ee 6 
og Ga TS ie | oa a a ree Embassy ........ 6 
a a reer ree, |. Ere 5 
ee COO edb oh Saabs 6G8. 0d sees ide  Casinlédacss 5 
SE i aah We opan wae ae ae Eas beets ee Caeeccnes 5 
ee ee RP a eae bine aed NE are ee 5 
SD ae eee aS aie ae daaat sh bras FOO Ue Re RO Republic ....... 4 
EPOTOT EG" OE. VERO DIMES 4 occ é6csive oa0becce avenue Paramount ...... 4 
ee oe tg cho i ok g 6 as oak nbd oe NES 0S OR SMAOITO isi cscs 4 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss the Boys Goodbye.... Famous ......... 4 
so cle ae ore a ca aiken a aikis kala  awenkasaniet 4 
OTA. Cee A CE CE ik oo ck coc ee ensewwe vedere | Serre 4 
You Stepped Out of a Dream—*Ziegfeld Girl........ Pe” akcawe dade 4 


*Filmusical excerpt. 
+ Production number. 














Proser Digging 


BMI DOUBLES 











 tt=~m_—=_g ontinued from page 3°§= 
coincidental, since they’re sportsmen- 
financiers closely identified with the 
operation of the Garden. 


Ic ROYALTY 
PAYOFF 


for the big arena and anything 
smacking of a possible successful 
operation was attractive. Hence the 
Garden readjusted its terms down- 
although, from the start, the) Broadcast Music, Inc., announced 
manner in which the MSG staff took 
money, right off the top | yesterday (Tuesday) that it was 
. Even | out performance royalty 
some $7,000 expended for supple- | checks to writers covering the first 
mentary tungstens was immediately quarter of 1941. The rate paid was 
taken out. 2c per performance per station in- 
Involved Affairs stead of the le it had previously 

The financial structure of Proser’s | Said it would pay. Publishers’ pay- 
venture is said to be quite involved | ments, it was added, would be made 
and entangled. Emil Friedlander, -of | "Xt week and also on the 2c basis. 
Dazian’s, is prominent therein, hav- The announcement said that the 








sending 


ing done the decor from Clarke | Checks for hit writers ranged be- 
Robinson’s interior plans. | tween $800 and $1,200 for the quar- 
Proser, who says he ‘will even | te? Also that BMI hit writers were 


receiving more than $5,000 4 quar- 
(successful N. Y. nitery) to put the | ter = combined royalties (radio, 
mechanicals and sheet music). 


venture over, is said to have person- | 
. 
| ASCAP-Web Suits | 


ally committed himself to a string of 
to  ontinued from page 41 











pay. 





Proser, although letting out his 
entire press staff of nine, has them 
rooting for him and continuing | 
gratis because of their personal re- 





all but two of the defendants elected 
to effect a settlement. 


gard. The p.a.s regret that some of} Immediate reaction of NBC and 
their picture layouts in the slick | CBS’ spokesmen in New York to the 


photo weeklies may break too late to 
do the b.o. any good. Meantime, the 
advertising in the dailies has been 
sharply curtailed. Mondays are no 
more now; only six days of opera- 
tion. 

Garden this past weekend was 
running around $3.000 behind the 
same three days (Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday) of the previous week. 

With the idea that the venture can 
go on a tour of arenas and audi- 
toriums, regardless of the outcome at 
the Garden, Milton Pickman, Proser’s 
g.m. at the Garden, plans to tour the 
country lining up dates. He figures 
on leaving in two weeks. 


announcement of the proposed suit 
was that while they realized that 
the action had been precipitated by 
the unsatisfactory meeting with the 
network affiliates they saw no rea- 
son why they (NBC-CBS) shouldn’t 
continue to attempt to reach a set- 
tlement with ASCAP. An NBC vp. 
is slated to meet with John G. Paine, 
ASCAP general manager, today 
(Wednesday) for further discussions 
of the proposed network contract. 
The negotiations with Columbia have 
been ata standstill for two weeks, as 
far as ASCAP is concerned. Most 
of the NBC and CBS higher-ups have 
been occupied in Washington by the 
Senate committee probe since June 
2. 





John Leipold, Irving Talbot and 
George Parrish writing musical 
backgrounds for ‘The Parson‘of Pan- 
amint’ at Paramount. 








Morris Stoloff drew scoring jobs 
on two pictures, ‘Blondie In Society 
and ‘Two In a Taxi,’ at Columbia. 
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Freedley Sends S0S for Gratis Names 
To Supplement Army Camp Units 





Vinton Freedley, who by the end 
of this week will have four vaude 
units touring military camps on 
giant trucks for the Citizens Com- 
mittee for the Army and Navy, is 
experiencing his greatest difficulty 
in getting star names to head the 
troupes. Original plan envisaged a 
performer who could qualify as a 
celeb going out for free with each 
unit. Other performers are paid. 


Freedley declared that he has 
found no lack of cooperation by 
name players, but it is difficult to 
get in touch with them and, when 
they are located by dint of much 
telephoning, previous engagements 
make it hard for them to accept 
dates. He can easily obtain picture 
people via his Coast affiliate, but 
wants to hold them for use in west- 
ern units. He feels there should be 
plenty of Broadwayites available to 
fill in in the east. 


Two units are currently out, only 
one of them with a name, Allan 
Jones, obtained by Freedley form 
the Coast. Crew opened at the be- 
ginning of last week at Fort Bragg, 
N. C., for four days. It brought the 
following wire to Freedley from 
Capt. D. H. Holliday, Bragg’s morale 
officer: ‘Unit well received by 25,000 
men in spite of rain three nights. 
Allan Jones, Lew Parker and troupe 
constitute a most excellent team of 
entertainers.. Many thanks.’ 


Jones unit, designated as A, is at 
Augusta Arsenal, Augusta, Ga., to- 
day (Wednesday). Unit B, which 
opened at Fort Hancock, N. J., last 
Thursday (12), is at Pine Camp, 
Watertown, N. Y., today (Wednes- 
day) and tomorrow. It includes 
Milton Douglas as m.c., Lucille 
Johnson, soprano, Ginger Meaners, 


hot warbler, and Patricia King, 
hoofer. George Osborn is unit man- 
ager and Carl Goldner’ orch 
leader. ' 


Unit C is now set and will open at 
Fort Sill, Okla., tomorrow (Thurs- 


day). It’s comprised of Harry 
Savoy and Co., m.c.; Toni Lane, 
singer; Janice Williams, tapstress; 


Tommy Trent, ‘Punch and July,’ and 
Marjorie Gainsworth, soprano. Man- 
ager is Hy Blane and orch leader is 
Bob Kroll. 


* 

Unit D opens Saturday (21) at 
Fort Riley, Kan, It includes Don 
Rice, m.c.; Three Dennis Sisters, 
harmonizers; Ted Lester, musical 
novelty; Marie Nash, singer; Elaine 
Arden, comedienne; Mary Fairchild, 
tap terper, and possibly Christine 
Forsythe, warbler. Manager is Al 
Weisbrod and band leader is Dave 
Schooler. 

Fith unit is tentatively set to preem 
at Indiantown Gap, Pa. next 
Wednesday (25) with two others to 
follow to make a total of seven. All 
acts are booked for two weeks. How 
long the shows will play beyond that 
depends on when field maneuvers for 
the troops begin, probably sometime 
in July. 

$1,000 Weekly for Talent 


Freedley is allotted a maximum of 
$1,000 a week for each unit. Most 
of them are not running beyond $800 
or $900, with the Army taking care 
of much of the traveling expenses, 
and food and lodging. 


Orchestras to play the _ shows, 
which are provided by each camp it- 
self, are proving a great surprise to 
the people with the vans. They are 
almost invariably extremely capable, 
many of them having a number of 
pro musicians formerly in name 
bands. However, the orch leader who 
goes out with each unit is also a 
Pianist and can double if the camp 
band proves incapable, as it did at 
Mitchel Field, L. I., Sunday 
night for Unit B. 

Maurice Golden, who was manager 


(Continued on page 45) 


GERT DEMMLER HURT 





IN ST. L. AUTO MISHAP 


St. Louis, June 17. 

Gertrude Demmler, dancer and 
former member of Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ 
in 1937, suffered probable internal 
injuries, cuts and bruises Wednes- 
day (11) when she was struck by an 
automobile as she stepped into the 
street in South St. Louis to board 
a street car. She was taken to City 
Hospital. 

The driver of the car was placed 
under bond pending the outcome 
a Demmler’s injuries. She 
is 28. 





(15) | 
| der’s, 





Defense Comes First 





Detroit, June 17. 

Opening of the Hotel Wolverine’s 
new nitery, The Tropics, was de- 
layed by Government officials of 
OPM. 

They decided that the compressors 
to be used in the air-conditioning 
plant at the Tropics were needed for 
a new bomber plant. 


NBC ARTISTS 
STILL UNSOLD 


—_—-—_ 





NBC has made no progress during 
the past week in its move to dispose 
of its Artists Bureau, but it does ex- 
pect to get offers within a few days 
from two prospective buyers, the 
Music Corp. of America and the 
William Morris office. The network 
has also heard from several invest- 
ment houses, but it doesn’t seem in- 
clined to take any of these seriously. 


Reported as probable bidders from 
the inside are George Engles, v. p. 
in charge of the NBC Artists Serv- 
ice, and Sidney Strotz, v. p. in 
charge of the program department. 
Strotz started with the company as 
head of its Chicago artists bureau. 

J. C. Stein, of MCA, has been in 
Seattle attending the convention of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, and his office expects him back 
in New York this week. 


Mich. Again Chagrins 
Cops By OK’ing License 
For Sam Sofferin Spot 


Detroit, June 17. 


Return of his liquor license, as 
predicted, to Sammy Sofferin, widely 
known nitery operator, again has 
brought the State Liquor Control 
Commission and Detroit police to 
loggerheads. Sofferin, who had his 
Powhatan Club, one of the oldest 
niteries in Detroit, closed and then 
re-entered the picture by buying in 
at the downtown Wonder Bar, has 
been okayed in his continued op- 








eration of the latter place by the! 


State, which previously intimated 
that the police were just persecuting 
him for personal reasons. 

A year ago the police bucked his 
getting a liquor license for the Won- 
der Bar on the grounds he had per- 
mitted gambling and _  after-hour 
drinking at the Powatan. The State 
then gave him the green light. 

In the intervening year, the po- 
lice nabbed him on the charge of 
employing a minor, a 17-year-old 
cigaret girl. Sofferin made out a 
pretty good persecution angle there 
by pointing out she had previously 
been employed at another downtown 
nitery, the London Chop House, and 
no action was taken against the 
management there. Two juries 
agreed with him. 


MPLS. BLUENOSE AGAIN 





LOOSE, RAIDS NITERIES| 





Minneapolis, June 17. 


Three of the city’s leading niteries, | 


the Happy Hour, Curly’s and Sny- 
face loss of their liquor li- 
censes as the result of gambling raids 


head of the local Law Enforcement 
League. 

After a brief stretch of inactivity, 
the minister, who is out on bail 
pending appeal from a conviction 
for perjury in connection with pre- 
vious raids, went on the loose again 
and had 20 night clubs and taverns 
raided for permitting gambling on 
the premises. The specific charge in 
all cases was that the establishments 
operated a type of dice game. 





Now They’re Capitalists 


Minneapolis, June 17. 
Safecrackers robbed the Parker 
House, suburban night spot, of an 
estimated $4,000 in cash and checks. 
A few days later a daylight hold- 
up of the Minneapolis Brewing Co 
netted $45,000 in cash. 





Suspend Sentences Of 
Counterfeiting Actors 


Utica, N. Y., June 17. 

Given suspended sentences after 
pleading guilty to passing and pos- 
sessing counterfeit coins, as well as 
conspiring to make them, a vaude- 
ville trio of young men promised 
Federal Judge Frederick H. Bryant 
in Federal Court here they would 
make better use of their talents in 
the future. 

The trio—Louis A. Ascolillo, 24, a 
glass-eater; Louis Baker, 20, har- 
monica player, and Harold Lipman, 
25, hoofer—had about 500 50c coun- 
terfeit coins in their possession 
when Secret Service agents caught 
up with them in Troy after a trail of 
the fake coins had been left in Al- 
bany, Schenectady and Cohoes, They 
had moulds, which the agents 
claimed were used to make the 50- 
cent fake coins. 

Ascolillo was sentenced to the fed- 
eral penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pa., 
for two and a half years, and Baker 
and Lipman for two years each in 
the same institution, but the sen- 
tences were suspended and each was 
placed in probation for three years. 
The trio said Boston was their home. 


PHILLY NITERY 
STRIPPERS A 
HAZARD 


Philadelphia, June 17. 
Niteries featuring strippers are 
getting special attention of agents 
of the State Liquor Control Board 
these days and a crackdown on them 
is expected within the next few 











weeks. 
One club, the Roman Grill, had 
its license suspended last week, 


while citations are being drawn up 
against at least two central city spots 
for the same reason, according to 
board officials. 

The Philly Observer, a weekly 
known locally as ‘The Green Sheet,’ 
is claiming credit for goading the 
Liquor Board into action after an 
expose of peelers in night spots in 
a recent issue. The article pointed 
to Carroll’s and the Little Raths- 


keller as flagrant violators of the 
law forbidding nudity and lewd 
shows. 


But records of the Liquor Board 
showed that investigation of these 
and other spots were made by the 
board agents long before the Ob- 
server had published its ‘expose.’ 
Board agents said that mention of 
spots that advertise in the Observer 
were studiously avoided in the ‘ex- 


pose.” 
A 20-day suspension, effective 
Friday (13), was ordered by the 


board against the New 20th Century 
Club, operated by Frankie Palumbo. 
Max Beaman’s Latimer Club suf- 


fered a 45-day suspension effective | 


last Tuesday (10). Both spots are 
paying the $10-a-day ‘compromise’ 
allowed by the law to remain open. 
Virtually every central city nitery 
has been suspended at least once 
since the appointment eight months 
ago of Walter R. Wilson as chief 
enforcement agent in this territory. 
For the fifth time in less than three 
years, the State Liquor Board 
cracked down on the Embassy Club, 
rendezvous for Philly’s cafe society. 


This time the board ordered the 
spot’s liquor license hoisted for 90 
days. 

Charges levied against the spot 
| were: Liquor sales after legal clos- 


ing hours, Sunday sales, sales to in- 
toxicated persons, allowing enter- 
tainers to mix with customers, per- 
mitting the illegal use of its whole- 


| sale liquor purchase permit. 
conducted by the Rev. Henry Soltau, | 


| total of $900 in fines at the rate of 





The Embassy’s management didn’t | 
contest the charges. They have the 
option of shuttering or paying the 


$10-a-day for the time of suspension. | 

The board also suspended the| 
license of the Jam Session, gather- | 
ing place for musicians, for 10 days. 





|Charles L. Schaeffer, 
Raymond J. Counihan and Charles | 


Herman Bernie's $20,000 From Givot 





Chi EMA’s Officers 


Chicago, June 17%. 

Entertainment Managers Assn. last 
| week voted in a new slate of officers 
and board of directors. Danny 
}Graham was elected president, with 
George Conchour and Tommy 
Burchill as v.p.s and Lyman Goss, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Board of directors ‘includes 
Charley Hogan, Paul Marr and 
David O’Malley, retiring president. 


IRENE FRANKLIN, 
47, DIES INN. J. 


Irene Franklin, the red-headed 
meteor of the two-a-day and one of 
its highest salaried performers, died 
Monday (16) in the Englewood, 
N. J., hospital, three days after be- 
ing stricken with a cerebral hemor- 
rhage .at the Actors Fund Home, 
where she had lived for less than a 
year. While she gave her age as 
57, Who’s Who in the Theatre gives 











She was taken ill on her birthday, 
June 13. 

In view of her past successes, Miss 
Franklin’s death was in tragic c’r- 
cumstances. Early last week she 
wrote Louis Sobol, columnist for the 
N. Y. Journal-American, saying: 

‘Irene Franklin speaking. Per- 
haps you remember her. She 
wrote (sic) and sang ‘Red 

Head.’ She was born on June 

13, Friday, and her name is 

spelled with 13 letters. Now 

another Friday, June 13, is near. 

Do you think anyone remem- 

bers or cares?’ 

Thus the fine character singer and 
mimic, the toast of the United States 
|and England from 1900 to 1922, went 
out on a plaintive note of loneliness. 
She lapsed into a coma almost im- 
mediately after being stricken and, 
even if the friends and relatives 
she longed for were present,- she 
could not have recognized them. 

‘Sophisticated Type’ 

Miss Franklin was the forerunner 
|of the ‘sdphisticated type’ of enter- 
'tainment in vaudeville. Perhaps 
'more than anybody else, she lifted 
|the varieties out of the broad and 
|slapstick metier into the era of so- 
phistication. She was satirical and 
| subtle, witty and beautiful. She had 
|talent and sold talent with an un- 
|matchable personality, but, strangely 
enough, she never was much of a 
success in legitimate shows. Vaude- 
ville was her medium 
vaudeville died Irene Franklin as an 
entertainer passed with it. 

Her last Broadway stage appear- 
ance was in ‘Sweet Adeline’ in 1929, 
| (Continued on page 44) 


ee 





| 


INDICT EIGHT IN PITT 
BACHELORS CLUB RA 


Pittsburgh, June 17. 
Eight men have been indicted here 
by the county grand jury as an 
aftermath of the spectacular raid 
April 26 on swank Bachelors Club, 
Pittsburgh’s exclusive 











| 


most 


held state 


testified 


following the raid, 
that after 


been 
cops 


operation of the city’s most modern- 
istic gambling show place, which 
had been running for years without 
police interference. 

New defendants are Harry Shaf- 
fer, Max Friedman, Dominic Bieno 
and Fred J. English, in addition to 
Milton Jaffe, 


F. Teemer. 
Reputed big-shot owner of Bachel- 


!ors Club, however, still hasn’t been 


arrested. State police refused to 


|confirm or deny report that they 
° i ‘ - 
Det. Nitery Changes Tag are looking for someone else. Anony 


Detroit, June 17. | 
Former Club Morocco here, man- | 
aged by Joe Cousin, has now 


| changed its name to the Forty-One 


Club and also started a new policy | 
of two floor shows nightly through 
the summer months. 

Lou Faggio and his orchestra will | 
moved out June 12, when George | 
Alfano’s band took over the musical | 
P jin,27, vJ8 o(Nvys th ! 





mous owner is said to have carried 
plenty of influence with city au- 
thorities, who never touched place 
despite fact that it had been running 
for seven years. 





Sandy Lang Injured 


Sandy Lang (Count Bernivici 
unit) broke his leg while working at 
State, Harrisburg, Pa.. Sunday (15). 

He is in a local hospital. 


her age as 65, evidently in error. 


and when 


nitery | 
J 
and casino. Although only four had | 


a further | 
investigation they found that an ad-| 


ditional four were implicated in the | 


Sets Actor-Manager Precedent 


Herman Bernie was awarded 
$20,000 by Justice Morris Eder in 
N. Y. supreme court Wednesday (11) 
in an action against comedian 
George Givot. Bernie claimed and 
proved breach of a managerial con- 
tract. 

Suit was a unique one, in that 
Givot had claime@ the agreement 


was a booking, rather than a mana- 
gerial, contract. He had stated that 
Bernie, not having a booking license, 
could not recover damages. Bernie's 
contentions, upheld by the court, 
were that his services were ren- 
dered in managing Givot, so that a 
booking license was not necessary 
under the General Business Law. 
Givot had failed to appear for an 
examination before trial, so that 
Bernie could not establish his dam- 
ages subsequent to the termination 
of the agreement. Julian T. Abeles, 
attorney for Bernie, then pointed 
out to the court that a yardstick on 
Givot’s earnings for the prior five 
years would be a fair means of de- 
termination. Bernie was to receive 
10% of Givot’s income, and Abeles 
established these earnings at $30,000 
yearly. The balance of the term of 
the agreement on this basis gave 
Bernie $14,500, plus $5,500 for the 
period up to the expiration of the 
agreement, or $20,000 in all. 


The ruling by the court estab- 
lishes a new principle of law, that 
regardless of the wording of the 
agreement, a plaintiff can recover 
without having procured a booking 
license if the plaintiff can establish 
that the principal services rendered 
were in managing and not in ob- 
taining bookings. 

The action claimed breach of a 
five-year March 4, 1933 contract. 
Counterclaims totaling $264,300 were 
dropped, 


Fischer Seeking 206 
War Policy on ‘Folies’ 
Before Sailing to Rio 


A $20,000 Lloyd’s of London policy 
alone stands between Clifford C, 
Fischer’s sailing for the Urca Ca- 
sino, Rio de Janeiro, July 18. He’s 
awaiting an okay from London, but 
meantime is readying to go into re- 
hearsal the end of this week with 
his ‘Folies Bergeres,’ which is due 
to open at the Urca Aug. 2, remain- 
ing there until December. Thence 
it goes into the casino at Mar del 
Plata, resort some 300 miles outside 
of Buenos Aires. 


Fritz and Jean Hubert, Betty 
| Bruce and a couple of showsgirls, so 
far have been scared off by war jit- 
| ters and won’t sail with the Fischer 
| troupe. The showman himself has 
no qualms about making the voyage 
safely on a coastwise Moore-McCor- 
mick (U.S.) liner, although he is also 
| dickering at the moment with the 
| Urca management to take the plane 
| route if the casino will stand 50% 
of the cost. It would necessitate 
|} some $25,000 in plane passage for 
three clippers, one for the costumes 
and production and two for the com- 
pany. Otherwise, passage cost by 
water is some $15,000. 

Emile Boreo, Keith Clark, The 
Jades, Yvonne Bouvier, 3 Arnolds, 
2 Carr Bros, (ex-and- Betty) are so 
far set. 


LOYAL OPPOSITION’ 
TO AGVA IN PHILLY 


Phitadelphia, June 17. 

A branch of the ‘Actors Better- 
ment Committee,’ which originated 
|in N. Y. and Frisco, will be organ- 
| ized in Philly within the near future. 
|The ABC’s function will be to act 
| as a ‘loyal opposition’ to the Ameri- 
|can Guild of Variety Artists, accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the new 
group, who asked that his name not 
| be used until the body gets under 
| way Officially. 
Richard Mayo, business agent of 
the Philly AGVA local, said he 
wasn’t worried by the ‘loyal oppo- 
sition.’ ‘I’ve had that ever since I 
came here,’ he said. He referred to 
the segment of the union led by 
Thomas E. Kelly, president of the 
United Entertainers Assn., indie or- 
ganization now dormant. 
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but she played vaude after that. “Her 
last screen appearance was in 1937 
in ‘Saratoga,’ in which she played 
the role of Jean Harlow’s mother. 
This film, incidentally, was inter- 
rupted by the death of Miss Harlow. 

Although in her letter to Sobol] she 
claimed authorship of ‘Red Head,’ 
perhaps her best known song, Burton 
Green, her first husband and piano 





accompanist, whom she met at Tony 


Pastor’s, was actually the writer and 
an important factor in her stage suc- 
cess. He was an excellent writer 
and arranger, plus being a good pi- 
anist, and Franklin & Green was the 
billing on the marquees. Together 
they toured the U. S. and England, 
and together they went overseas 
when the U. S. entered World War 
I to entertain the soldiers. 

Green’s death from Bright disease 
in 1922 was a hard blow to Miss 
Franklin, who was left with two 
daughters by Green, plus two chil- 
dren of his by a previous marriage. 
Miss Franklin's two girls, Mrs. Mar- 
garet De Cardo, of N. Y., and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Richardson, of Azusa, Cal., 
survive. There’s also a sister, Mrs. 
Melbourne Zessels, of Hollywood. 

‘Through’ After Green’s Death 

Although virtually born/to the 
stage, having been a performer since 
the age of five, Miss Franklin ap- 
peared ‘through’ because of the 
shock of Green’s death. Then, in 
1925, she married her new accom- 
panist, Jerry Jarnegin, but this was 
also terminated in tragedy in 1934 
when Jarnegin shot himself to death 
in their Hollywood home _ while 
guests were waiting for him to join 
them at dinner. Miss Franklin in- 
sisted that he had been murdered, 
but all evidence pointed to suicide. 

Prior to that the going had al- 
ready become very tough for her. 
She had been reduced to playing bit 
parts in films, and stage dates were 
few and far between. Jarnegin’s 
way out was virtually the finishing 
blow. When she entered the Ac- 
tors Home last fall, and was assigned 
the room formerly held by the late 
Fay Templeton, Miss Franklin was 
already very sick. The lustre was 
gone and acute neuritis frequently 
crippled her. She was cheerful, 
however, according to others at the 
Home, except on those occasions, 
more frequent towards the end, when 
she bemoaned her lost fame. 

Funeral services will be held to- 
day (Wednesday) at noon at the 
Walter B. Cooke Funeral Chapel, 
N. Y., followed b: cremation at 
Ferncliff, Hartsdale, N. Y. 


Sablon Held Over 


Jean Sablon, ‘the French Bing 
Crosby,’ is being held over at the 
Versailles, N. Y., plus being given a 
substantial boost in salary, because 
of the strong biz. 

Originally in for two weeks, Sab- 
lon will stay at least four and may- 
be more. 

Sablon has a bid for a legit role 
in the new Maxwell Anderson-Thea- 
tre Guild play for Helen Hayes, but 
also has Ciro’s, Hollywood, cafe of- 
fers, plus pictures, and prefers the 
latter. 








irene Franklin Dies 


Continued from page 43 








New Act 


| (From Vartety, Oct. 8, 1919) 


| IRENE 

| GREEN 
|19 Mins.; Full Stage 

| Majestic, Chicago 

| Opening cold after an absence of 
| months from vaudeville and years 
‘from Chicago vaudeville, Irene 
|Franklin shot an entirely new act. 
Her routine is daring, even revolu- 





FRANKLIN and BEURT 


tionary. Appearing ina straight gown | 


| she got a generous hand, and sang a 
|little introduction about her old 
|}successes and, taking down her 
| luxuriant auburn hair and rearrang- 
|ing it for each chorus, did in turn 
‘her ‘Childs’ Waitress,’ ‘Chamber- 
| maid,’ ‘Janitor’s Child,’ ‘Little 
| Bother" and ‘Red Head.’ 

This was shooting away the heavy 
/ammunition for the advancing bar- 
rage-fire. It looked like ‘So far so 
good, but where does she go from 
here?’ She went all right. After an 
intervening solo by Burton Green, 
in his usual straightforward and 
| trickless style, Irene wafted in as a 
little ghetto child, as good a make-up 
characterization as her old janitor’s 
child. She sang a _ heart-touching 
little thing in Yiddish accent of a 
poor kid bringing a rent receipt, the 
family’s most precious possession, to 
her teacher for a Christmas gift. 
(Adapted from a Myra Kelly story). 
Her intonations were kosher save 
for an occasional slip that only 
brought back Irene Franklin with- 
out hurting the character. The 
piece de resistance of the musical 
strain was ‘Rosinkes mit Mandeln,’ 
a Jewish classic lullaby. The num- 
ber dropped just a mite at the end, 
having clutched the heart mightily 
until then, but never sagged enough 
to prevent a heavy hand. 

She then changed to an evening 
cloak, underdressed, and tore off a 
snappy lyric about a vamp of nowa- 
days who got bilious on soft drinks 
instead of tipsy on the accustomed 
stuff, and it was a knockout. The 
idea is a gem and Irene is a gem 
polisher. She swept the house with 
the bristling humor of it and her 
punchy personality in the delivery. 
Then she tossed the handsome 
mantle and appeared in a dizzy color 
combination of lemon and orange, a 
risky crash of hue against her shade 
of hair. She did a French girl 
greeting Sammy, but she did it, oh, 
so differently; and the song was so 
different, too. She got laugh after 
laugh and rounded it all out with 
a true French music hall dance 
which shone iridescent in the warm 
rays of her individuality, her dis- 
orderly colors and her flushing mag- 
netism of person. 

Half a dozen recalls after the cur- 
tain fell were her portion. It started 
her on her way across the Orpheum 
tour with the settled fact that she 
has an entirely new act as strong as 
the best of her old ones. And that 
seemed unlikely again after the 
many knockout blows she had 
landed in the vaudeville ring. This 
young woman is original and has 
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the soul of the true comedienne, sea- 
soning with a dash of quaint pathos 
her commentaries on contemporary 
life viewed from indulgently satiric 
angles. Green gives her a_ back- 
ground of dignity which she only 
illuminates by quietly joshing him 
now and again. The new act is big 
\time headline stuff at its finest and 
| surest. Lait. 








{This review by Jack Lait, al- 
though long after the team reached 
prominence, i¢ perhaps one of the 
most comprehensive on Irene 
Franklin and Burt Green ever pub- 
lished.—Ed.] 





Unit Review 
TED LEWIS REVUE 


Andersen, Ind.) 











(Paramount, 





Anderson, Ind., June 11. 
Ted Lewis Orch (13). Jean 
Blanche, Kay, Katya and Kay, Le 
Ahn Sisters (4), Charles ‘Snowball’ 
Whittier, Gladys Tell, Geraldine 
Ross; ‘Too Many Blondes’ (U). 





Local graybeards can’t recall when 
Ted Lewis last played a local thea- 
tre, but they turned out in full force 
to take another gander at the mas- 
ter’s stage magic as he unwound it 
on a lecal stage for three days 
(9-11). , 

Booking of Lewis into this spot 
and its repercussions reads like a 
comic strip. Set to play a week at 
the Lyric, Indianapolis, starting Fri- 
day (13), Lewis came in here Mon- 
day (9) for one day. Indianapolis 
bookers boiled, since Anderson sup- 
plies several hundred customers 
each week to Iridianapolis theatres, 
principally the Lyric. Monday (9) it 
was announced that Lewis had been 
cancelled out of an Evansville, Ind., 
engagement, and so he immediately 
signed for two more days here, add- 
ing to the woes of the already teeth- 
grinding Lyric bookers. 

‘How can we protect our territory 
if our star attractions play it be- 
fore us?’ they wailed. 

Blackstone and his magic troupe 
had previously encountered objec- 
tion from Indianapolis on local book- 
ings. 

Lewis gave a satisfying show here, 
emphasizing his standard repertoire 
in addition to Jean Blanche, bal- 
lerina; Kay, Katya and Kay, dance 
team; Geraldine Ross, comic, and 
Gladys Tell, swing vocalist. 

The usual antics of Charles ‘Snow- 
ball’ Whittier abet the maestro. The 
same old dose of ‘Me and My 
Shadow’ and ‘When My Baby Smiles 
At Me’ by Lewis and his dusky 
stooge gleaned big returns. 

For Lewis fans, it’s a_ surefire 
show. Others won’t resist after the 
leader’s opening monolog, ‘I’ve Been 
Getting Away With Murder.’ Admits 
he’s corny—and how does he do it? 

Orchestra (13) jams ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ then Lewis vocalizes ‘Are 
You Havin’ Any Fun,’ backed by Le 
Ahn Sisters. Whittier is also on 
for a brief dance. 

Gladys Tell, youngster, blends 
with Lewis to chant a medley of two 
tunes from the Broadway musical, 
‘Panama Hattie,’ for a rousing re- 
sponse. Kay, Katya and Kay fol-4 
low with standard ballroom stuff and 
unique comedy bit, well liked by the 
customers. 

A standard Lewis number, ‘Isn’t 
She a Pretty Thing,’ is next. Jean 
Blanche contributes to the effect. 

Mild returns are earned by Geral- 
dine Ross, buxom blonde co- 
medienne, in the next slot. Should 
hook it up more for better results, 
although closing head-over-heels 
flips are oke, earning her a fair hand 
where none existed before, 

Hard to believe, but the standard 
Lewis ‘Leader of the Band’ bit now 
ends in boogie-woogie. Leader’s 
baton stunt still stands, however. 
Four Le Ahn sisters assist. 

Solid returns greet Whittier in a 
Bojangles tap routine. Le Ahn Sis- 
ters go over in two standard swing 
numbers, and a conga finale brings 
on most of the company. Not for- 
gotten, however, is the last-minute 
peanut-throwing act by Lewis. It’s 
as surefire as anything he ever tried 
for closing. 

Several acts usually carried by the 
Lewis unit didn’t show here, but 
their substitutes pleased local cus- 
tomers, Werk. 


L.A. Asks AGVA Oust 
Member Held in Killing 


American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists’ national office in New York re- 
ceived a special request from the 
Los Angeles branch to cancel the 
membership of one John Trundring. 
Explusion is based on Trundring be- 
ing held by L. A=police on a charge 
of murder, 

According to word sent N. Y.,, 
Trunding has confessed killing the 
superintendant of the apartment 
house in which he lived. Exactly 
what Trundring did as a performer 














The Good Old Day 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 











(Reprinted from Variety of June 17, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The management foresaw the sure arrival of warm weather, and the 
yard to the right of the orchestra floor invitingly holds an orangeade foun- 
tain to assuage the thirst of the multitudes, with the compliments of the 
house. Monday night the first-aid station was a life saver. It was the 
most humid evening of the young summer. 

But business belied that. Box seats only were to be had at 8 o'clock 
and a triple row of standees soon formed. At the matinee the house was 
so far oversold that orders to stop selling admission tickets were issued. 

Attendance, therefore, can be counted as remarkable for mid-June and 
the filled houses attested the remarkable drawing power of Ethel Barry- 
more, who stepped from the exotic ‘Claire de Lune’ (which closed at the 
Empire last Saturday) for another short season in vaudeville. So strong 
was the first day’s business it was believed around the Palace the record 
established by Ethel Levey during the winter would be equalled. With 
summer really here, however, the chances for the American Ethel to ac- 
complish that feat are not so promising. 

Miss Barrymore came back with Sir J. M. Barrie’s ‘The Twelve Pound 
Look’. That there might be no mistaking the title the figure ‘$60’ was in- 
serted in parenthesis. It is doubtful if any less a star could make the 
Barrie playlet stand up. It is interesting in a mild way, without any op- 
portunities for its players. The same author’s ‘Half an Hour’ has much 
more for all concerned. Still New York vaudeville is lucky to have Miss 
Barrymore. Harry Plimmer is the star’s chief support, and as Sir Harry 
Sims he drew a splendid characterization of the smug, successful English 
business man who had by power of his millions lifted himself above the 
classes. Ena Shannon, as the second wife, who, though showered with 
jewels, forlornly envied the typist, suited well, while James Kearney 
handled the butler in polished though brief manner. 

Another special summer attraction was coupled on the same bill, Har- 
land Dixon and the London Palace Girls out of ‘Tip Top’ (New Acts) be- 
ing the show’s novelty. The appearance of Dixon at this time indicates 
that he has definitely split from the team of Doyle and Dixon. 

Ruth Roye, mistress of lyrics, was sent on next to closing. Miss Roye 
has always been careful in placing new numbers in her always surefire 
routine. But she has found a new one that is a ‘bear’—one of those num- 
bers that comes along not oftener than every other season. It was pie for 
the wise Palace hounds. 

Jack Donahue, fourth, easily went for the comedy hit of the first section. 
Donahue landed so strongly in the musical comedy field production man- 
agers have not lost sight of him. He was listed to open with the new 
Follies,’ but with that show startling in Atlantic City this week it looks 
as though this comedian-dancer had decided to stick to his first love. 
Donahue’s chatter about his family, including father, who was so small he 
thought he had a headache when his corns hurt, had the house in good 
humor, The monologistic section was easy for him, which made his danc- 
all the more a cinch. ag ; 

William Demarest and Estelle Collette sent the second section away to a 
running start. It was rather tough that Demarest had to sport a vest for 
the tie bit, but it gave him a chance for a ‘success’ laugh, referring to the 
Barrie playlet. He had the gallery plant working more effectively than 
ever. The galleryite called out for an imitation of a jackass (current be- 
cause of the Admiral Sims speech). The team is back for a quick repeat 
date. They switched the routine by putting over a straight duet for the 
finale. é 

Mary and Marie McFarland, with Thomas Griselle at the piano, had to 
be content with the three operatic and classical numbers in the No. 3 
position. The house was too much occupied in working fans to insist on 
encores. Jack Joyce, a fair-haired English lad with a smile and one leg, 
was a hit No. 2. Joyce looked handsome in evening clothes. It may have 
been the war that cost him the opportunity of being a brilliant juvenile, 
though he did not mention how he became ‘a man with a crutch. And that 
crutch is educated. Joyce, too, dancing unaided at times to large appre- 
ciation. For one song number he had a special lyric set to the melody of 
‘All by Myself.’ ‘In encoring he danced with a girl (whom he said vol- 
unteered) to prove he could get along quite well in a ballroom. 

The speedy juggling and chatter of the Royal Gascoignes made the 
opening spot lively. W. Horlick and Sarampa Sisters (New Acts) closed 
the show. Ibee. 


Saranac Lake rae 


By Happy Benway 








| 
made the grade here, now operates 


his own dancing school in Water- 
town, N. Y., and does nitery emcee- 
| ing. 
Saranac Lake, June 17. | Jack Phillips, ex-N.V.A.-ite and 
Thanks are extended to Billy formerly of Phillips, Mace & Salet, 
Beard, Bobby Graham, Dan Fitch, vacashing here for the summer near 
Turk McBee, Carl Greaves, Leonard Lake Colby. 
From Miami comes the report that 


Grotte, Dorothy Maxwell and | 
Charles Slim Timblin for the good | Dot Maxwell, former ozoner here, is 
doing O.K. as a hatchecker. 


wishes and reading matter to the 
Maybe Bill Fletcher, of Phil Har- 


Colony. 
ris’ band, does not know it, but his 


Tommy Cole, m.c., is winding up 
a year’s siege at the Raybrook Sana- father-in-law, Joe Branch, a mem- 
ber of this colony, is on his way to 








torium. 
The Grace Moore benefit concert 


here realized $2,010 for the Saranac re ae a visit. Bill's 
Lake Study & Craft Guild: a good — 
When ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 


take for a town of 6,000 population. 
Ed Lamy, former world’s ice skat- 
ing champion and a member of this 
Colony, sending his son to a singing 
school, a start towards a radio ca- 
reer. Lamy is an ex-feature of the 
old N. Y. Hippodrome. 
After three weeks’ of a bed siege the rib operation. 

that was somewhat serious, this Wilbur C. Anderson, who played a 
writer is allowed downtown again French horn with Sousa’s band 25 
for mild exercise, After 15 years years ago and came here to ozone 
of this, I am starting all over again. | 20 years ago, is a successful farmer 
Leonard (‘Flash’) Johnson, trick near Malone, N. Y. 


roller- 

pared — here for a general , Percy Wenrich, who has the at- 
Joseph Vaughey, ex-Shubert pa. po heh dene, eau Dolly Connolly, 

who has ozoned for years and sin 4 hey oe is doing nicely at the 

is now connected with the U. S. De-  ~. ~aTanac. 

fense Program in Denver. | This column would like to hear 

Leah Conlin, who aired here years {0M ..Eddie Ross, Joe Dabroski, 

ago, now a successful milliner jn Butch Wilbur, Joe Parker and Garry 

Portland, Maine. L. Sitgreaves, 

Mary Ward, ex-soubret, doing Marie Bianchi, ex-Will Rogersite, 

nifties in Washington, D.C. She left stopping off for that checkup and 

this colony three years ago with an Vacashing at the Northwoods sana 


played here, featuring Veronica 
Lake, the town turned out for an 
S.R.O. because it knows her as Con- 
stance Keene from the actors’ col- 
ony here. 


Tommy ‘Flash’ Gordon mastered 








is not known in N. Y. 


absolute okay. | torium. 
Francis Dee, hoofer and m.c. who| Write to those who are ill. 














{ 
| 
} 





Wednesday, June 18, 1941 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 45 





_—-- 


Strict Curfew Imperilling Niteries 
In Traditionally Wide-Open Frisco 
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Say Francisco, June 17. 

Frisco niteries, never far from the 
clutches of the Board of Trade at 
best, are facing one of the most pre- 
carious periods of their see-saw ca- 
reers with police decision to tighten 
rather than ease the lid clamped on 
a couple of months back. 

With two class ‘A’ spots (Lindy’s 
and Royal Hawaiian) already kayoed 
by strict enforcement of the 2 a.m. 
closing, more spots are expected to 
fall in this traditionally all-night 
town. The assumption is that a mild 
return to bootleg days is probable 
in the shape of after-hour flats and 
penthouses, unless the law relents. 
However, the extent of the cleanup 
is keyed by promise of one magis- 
trate to hand local pavement angels 
six months in the clink. 

The Frisco picture as of now in- 
cludes a half-dozen top niteries, a 
score or so run-of-the-mill and 2,500 
cocktail loynges. Of the total, about 
100 provide situations for members 
of the musician’s union, ranging 
from bars with a pianist to the Bal 
Tabarin with a 12-piece band. 

Of the acers, the Bal and the 365 
Club are best situated to weather the 
storm, being long-established insti- 
tutions. The next most important 
nitery is Joe Tenner’s new Stairway 
to the Stars, with a _ seven-piece 
band, a six-girl line and a name 
(Gypsy Rose Lee came in last week 
following Nick Lucas). The room 
got off to a fumbling start, however. 
Booking has been switched from 
Music Corp. of America to Bert 
Levey and the nut trimmed. 

Probably hardest hit are the aver- 
age niteries—Lido, La Fiesta, La 
Marimba, John’s Rendezvous, ete.— 
which maintain a band and a couple 
of entertainers and do okay so long 
as trade is brisk, but dip into the 
red when things slack off. With the 


way, the current crimp gives cause 
for more than passing concern. 


FT. WORTH CASA WILL 
BE REVIVED IN 1942 


Fort Worth, June 17. 








Casa Manana has been saved again. | ; 
| partment store), direct, 65 five-min- 


Doomed to destruction because busi- 
ness leaders didn’t see fit to repair 
the cafe-theatre that came into life 
with the Texas Centennial in 
and lasted for four years, the Casa 
will live. 


1936 | 
|52 spots; Denalan Company 


+ 





: : | Francis 
margin of leeway slim enough any- | participations 


| Langendorf United Bakeries, through 





| 











KSFO Deal Cold 


tan continued from page 28 














placed through Ewing C. Kelly, Sac- 
ramento. Gordon only recently has 
been on KROW, doubling from his 
long-established NBC show, Happy 
Gordon’s Rangers. 

KROW also has an east-bay ex- 
clusive on Pall Mall ciggies, carry- 
ing six spots a day. It’s a first-time 
for the account across the bay. Same 
juicer has made a tieup with Illus- 
trated Current News for 100 illumi- 
nated window spots in the bay area. 

KSAN’s coverage of the inaugura- 
tion of a new super-market brought 
tangible results this week. Food 
dispensary signed for 39 weeks of 
pickups direct from the stalls, using 
two 30-minute periods at 10:30 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. on Fridays, the big 
shopping day here. 


KROW: Rossi’s Market, San Fran- | 


cisco, through J. B. Hart agency, 
one quarter-hour and three spots 
weekly; Dr. William Taylor, op- 
tometrist, direct, three spots weekly; 
Dr. Raymond Shane (chiropractor), 
through Ewing C. Kelly, six quarter- 
hours weekly, indef., ‘Happy Gor- 
don’; Pall Mal] cigarettes, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, six spots daily; 
American Trust Company, direct, 
quarter-hours daily during and from 
Oakland National Housing Show; El 
Sobrante Land Co., through Leonard 
D’Ooge, daily participation, ‘Friend- 
ly Homemakers’; National Dollar 
Stores, through J. D. Hart agency, 
three quarters weekly, music. 


KGO: Fisher Flouring Mills 
(wheat germ), through Pacific Na- 
tional Agency, 26 participations, 
Ann Holden Forum; 
Grown Sugar Group, through Bots- 
ford, Constantine & Gardner, 18 par- 
ticipations, Ann Holden Forum; Sir 
Drake Hotel, direct, eight 
Ann Holden Forum; 


Leon Livingstone, five time signals 
daily, 13 weeks; Standard Beverages, 
through Emil Reinhardt, six partici- 
pations, Ann Holden Forum; Fisher- 
man’s Grotto (restaurant), through 
Yeomans & Foote, 14 participations, 


Ann Holden Forum (renewal); 
Kunst Brothers (paints), direct, 
three quarter-hour participations, 


Musical Clock; City of Paris (de- 
ute programs, ‘Milady’s Music Box’ 
(renewal); Foreman & Clark (men’s 
clothing), through Milton Weinberg, 
(dental 
through Rufus 


plate cleanser), 


The same business leaders, headed | Rhoades, 26 Monday evening spots; 


by Amon Carter, newspaper pub- | Alameda 
lisher and town booster, have de-| Ryder & Ingram, sever 
cided to have architectural plans | Francis 
| spots; 


drawn immediately for improve- 


County Fair, through 
spots; Sir 
Drake Hotel, direct, 28 


Kunst Brothers 


ments to be made in time for the | direct, 14 morning spots; Marvelous 
1942 season. It is hoped that Wash-| Marin, Inc., through Theodore H. 
ington will foot the whole bill of | Segall, three spots. 


repairing and reconditioning the the- | 


atre. 


ment might make that 


KPO: Sprouse-Reitz Co. (dime 


An eye for soldier entertain-| store), through Western Radio Pro- 
possible, | ductions, 


156 quarter-hour thrice- 


leaders say. If not able to get all of | weekly participations, Musical 
the needed funds, maybe an apppro- | Clock; Macfadden Publications (Lib- 


priation of WPA funds will come, | erty), 


said Carter. 





Gonzalo’s New Partner | International Kitchen, 


Battle Creek, Mich., June 17. 
Currently here at the LaSalle 
hotel are Gonzalo (ex-Cristina) with 
a new _ partner, Beryl, formerly 
Denise, of Dario and Denise. 


| 
| 


| 


j 
| 


| 


Since their marital splitup in Ha- | 


vana, at the Hotel Nacional, and 
Gonzalo took on a new 
partner, Cristina, in turn, has been 


readying to continue on her own. 

















|_ Bonds For Pay 


Continued from page 1 


to the Bond window, cash in hand. 
It’s’ generally figured that once in 
possession of certificates, most of 
them will be kept rather than 
cashed in. Even so what the Broad- 
way legit company is doing may be 
a dress rehearsal for ‘forced savings,’ 
an extreme measure of war economy 
that has been anticipated if the war 
g0es on for years, as it may. 

In the case of radio, the local sta- 
tions, with their man-on-street in- 
terviews, studio quizzes and other 
types of audience participation, 
usually give cash prizes. Defense 
stamps take care of the small de- 
nominations and for the bigger re- 
wards the Bond is convenient, rob- 
ber-proof and patriotic. 


ballroom | 


| White 


through Erwin, Wasey, 13 
quarter-hours, news; Standard Bev- 
erages (for Par-T-Pak), throegh 
Emile Reinhardt, six participations, 
and 52 Sun- 
day afternoon spots; Great Northern 
Railway, through Bronson West, 48 
spots; Chr. Hansen’s Laboratories 
(for Junket), through Mitchell- 
Faust, 26 spots; Armand Co. (Brisk), 
through Russel M. Seeds, 13 Sunday 
and 13 Thursday announcements, 
KFRC: Chester MacPhee (real 
estate), direct, 39 five-minute spots; 
House Department Store, 


| through Marion Kayle, five quarter- 
| hours weekly, 13 weeks (extension), 


i ‘Let’s 
tories 





i ‘Bess 


Go Shopping’; HQZ Labora- 
(cosmetics), through Rufus 
Rhoades, three participations week- 
ly, Last Minute News, 13 weeks; 
Parker Bouldin Co. 
through Garfinkle, 104 participations, 
Morning Hostess; Cook Products 
(Girard French dressing), through 
Rufus Rhoades, 13 _ participations, 
Bye’; Sunnyvale Packing 
(Rancho soups), through Lord & 
Thomas, six participations, ‘Bess 
Bye.’ 





{ Comparative Unit Count 


% of 
June 14. June 7. Change. 
9,410 9,385 + 0.3 
3,548 3,991 —J1.1 
Nat’! Spot.. 1,728 1,362 +26.9 
Total 14,686 14,738 — 0.4 
(included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 
KPO, KSFO) 





Network 
BMOOE o.<0%% 


California | 


(hardware), | 


(lipstick), | 





Freedley’s SOS 


Continued from page 43 











| of Unit B, has been upped to assis- 
| tant to Harry Delmar, who is stag- 
| ing the shows and will be forced to 
| travel. Golden is setting up the units 
j in N. Y. and routing ‘em to the 
| Camps, where they are met by Del- 
mar end whipped into shape. 


own, is the son of the late Meyer 
Golden, often referred to as ‘the 
Ziegfeld of vaudeville.’ 





Michigan Problem 
Detroit, June 17. 


The Army’s alleged idea of ‘enter- 
tainment’ has provoked an uproar in 
these parts. It broke into the open 
when Sheriff Jacob Theut, of 
Macomb County, refused to close 
disorderly houses adjacent to Self- 
ridge Field without an Army order, 
declaring he was acting with ‘the 
wishes of the Selfridge Field com- 
mand.’ He said it was just practical 
common sense that such places be 
allowed to run near ‘a camp for 3,700 
men.’ 

The State Police gave out a double 
talk statement that ‘no one can grant 
a license to violate the law, although 
it is not our policy to discriminate.’ 
The Army heads replied that the 
whole matter was ‘a civil function.’ 

As a result, letters to the editors 
are flocking in, some wanting to 
know why the Government doesn’t 
provide ‘adequate’ shows for the men. 





Two 1,038-Seaters 


San Antonio, June 17. 

Construction of one new theatre 
at Fort Sam Houston is now nearing 
completion and bids on a second the- 
atre for this army post were opened 
by the constructing quartermaster. 
Each of the new houses will seat 
1,038. 

When the present building project 
will have been completed the post 
| will have a total of five theatres. 





Dix’s 3 New Theatres 


Fort Dix, N. J., June 17. 

Three new theatres are included in 
the $2,000,000 expansion program 
announced recently for this 25,000- 
|man camp. Two of the theatres will 
| be in the 44th (New York) Division 
area. One will be a 1,038-seater and 
the other a 350-seater. Third house 
will be in the area occupied by 
| Negro troops. 

Profiting by the criticism on lack 
of facilities in its earlier theatres, 
|War Department is planning com- 





| plete equipment for live shows in| 


|the new ones. 


| 
‘Hurricane, N. Y. Nitery, 


Having Reopening Snags 








The already thrice-postponed re- 
opening of the Hurricane, 
York nitery, was again scheduled 
for last night (Tuesday), but another 
hitch threatened to stymie the pre- 
miere. The American Guild of Va- 
| riety Artists put in a demand for 
|a bond to cover salaries of all per- 
| formers. 

Reopening of thé Hurricane (nee 
the Paradise) is being undertaken 
by Irving Zussman, erstwhile press 
agent, with backing by Virginia Hill, 
socialite, and James Shean. Also in 
on the deal is attorney David Wol- 





per, with whom AGVA has been 
carrying on negotiations. 

If the Hurricane debuts, it will 
fill the mass-capacity nitery void 


left on Broadway by the folding of 
George White’s Gay White Way re- 
cently. 


Ice Rink Loses Suit Vs. 


Nitery of Same Name 


The Club Iceland, Inc., 
of an ice rink in N. Y., lost an ap- 
plication for an injunction against 
| the Iceland Restaurant Corp., nitery 
a few blocks away. Justice 
Church, in the N.Y. supreme court 





Friday (13), ruled that he failed to | 


see how the use of the name ‘Ice- 


land’ by the defendant affected the | 


| plaintiff’s business, or caused public 
| confusion as had been claimed. 

The rink has been in business since 
1938, while the restaurant opened in 
February, 1941, as the successor to a 
similar restaurant at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. 





Ray Leason Mends 

Ray H. Leason, former agent, who 
was seriously injured by a truck in 
New York early last month, is im- 
proving at St. Vincent’s hospital, 
N.Y. 

He sustained 10 fractures of the 
leg and thigh, but is expected to be 
discharged in about six weeks. 








New | 


operators | 


Lloyd | 


Danziger Bros., Agent Bill Miller 





Rockwell Topping New 


Hollywood, June 17. 

Earl Carroll's new revue, ‘Some- 
thing to Shout About,’ opening to- 
night (Tues.), will be headed by 
‘Doc’ Rockwell, with supporting tal- 
ent comprising Borrah Minevitch’s 
Harmonica Rascals (minus Borrah), 
‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman, Gene Shel- 
don, Barney Grant, Buster Shaver 
and his midgets, Olive and George, 
St. Clair and Day, the Debonairs, 
Bill Brady and the Lester Horton 
Dancers. 

It marks the fourth production for 
Carroll since he opened the combo 
theatre-cafe. 








MUSIC 


—_———_— 


Sacramento, June 17. 


Old Joe Farmer is laying it on the 
line for $60,000 this. year to support 
musical and theatrical talent at the 
87th annual State Fair in this town 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 7. That amount of 
money was okayed by the directors 
of the California Agricultural So- 
ciety after a sessiongwith Fox Case, 
chairman of the attractions com- 
mittee. ; 

Music Corp. of America furnishes 
| the bands, including Kay Kyser, 
| Charles Barnet, Freddy Martin, Ozzie 





| Nelson and Bob Crosby in the even- | 


| ings, with Felix Mills and his South- 
|ern California band providing after- 
noon strains during the horse races. 

Talent groups consist of the Texas 
Rangers, Gene Autry and the Ada 
| Broadbent dancers. Autry is sched- 
uled for Governor’s Day. Broadbent 
dancers are slated for a spectacle to 
be produced by Adrian Arvan. 


| 
| 





Nitery Performer Gets 


5-20 Yrs. for Robbery 





Detroit, June 17. 
Mint Evans, nitery entertainer, 
| was sentenced to serve from five to 
| 20 years in Jackson -prison, Michi- 
| gan, following his conviction here on 
lan armed robbery charge. 
| He held up a gas station. 


Nab Deadbeats 





St. Louis, June 17. 

Albert H. Winter, 25, a musician, 
and William A. ‘Tony’ Fursee, 28, a 
| nitery entertainer, are in the local 
| hoosegow following their pinch in 
Hattiesburg, Miss., for beating a local 
hotel bill of $66.25. After their un- 
announced departure on April 29, 
Fursee wrote to the manager of the 
| Mark Twain hotel, saying he and 
Winter didn’t pay because they 
needed the coin to get to Alexandria, 
| La. to keep an engagement. He also 
| promised to pay when the engage- 
ment was finished. 

When several weeks elapsed 
| no word was received from the pair 








| the hotel management put the police | 


on their trail. 





New Orleans, June 17. 

The Moulin Rouge, French Quar- 
ter night spot, closed its doors Sat- 
urday night (14). 

Biz hadn’t been so hot for past 
few months and George McQueen, 
who operated spot with Sharkey 
Bonano, band leader, decided to shut 
doors, 





Colored Show In A.C. 
Philadelphia, June 17. 
Irvin Wolf, proprietor of the 
Rendezvous at the Hotel Senator, has 
taken over the bar and cafe at the 


Breakers hotel, Atlantic City, and 
will rename it the Ship Deck. 
| Shore spot is skedded to open 


| July 2 and will have the same enter- 


| Carroll Coast Revue 


Golden, also a producer on his | 


bi | 
| effects, with Johnson, meanwhile, as- 
| suring the American Guild of Va- 

’ | riety Artists that he would bend 
| 


and | 


N. O. Moulin Rouge Folds | 


Acquire 100% Control of Luna Park 


( 


Edward J. and Harry Lee Danziger, , 


plus Bill Miller, agent, are now in 
100% control of Luna Park, Coney 
| Island. Monday (16) they bought 
out the 50% share of the park lease 
owned by Milton Sheen. Latter re- 
portedly received $50,000. 

The Danziger brothers and Miller 
stepped into the Luna Park man- 
agement for the ffirst time last 
winter, when they bought into a 
partnership with Sheen, who held a 
10-year lease on the amusement 
place. Lease, including the current 
season, still has nine years to go. 
Extensive alterations have been done 
on the park. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ the Albert Johnson 
rink revue which ran into financial 
difficulties, is now definitely out of 
Luna Park, Coney Island, N. Y., and 
the costly renovated building which 
housed it is empty. Late last week, 
the costumers and scenic people 
walked in and nailed all of those 





every effort to make good the $3,000 
| in salaries owed the 30 skaters. 

| Johnson informed AGVA that he 
| was trying to book the show in out- 
of-town arenas and thus be able to 
pay off, but he would have to make 
a new deal for costumes and scenery. 
Another probable deterrent would 
be AGVA’s demand for a bond from 
Johnson before permitting the per- 
formers to return to the show. 

‘Ice’ was the most-ambitious pro- 
duction effort in Luna Park. Reno- 
vations on the building housing it are 
said to have cost over $12,000, and 
the rink revue was to play four 
shows a day at 44c top. Except for 
a couple of preview performances, 
however, it never got started. First 
the ice plant broke down and then 
Johnson couldn’t pay off. 

Besides the performers, Johnson 
| owes the stagehands, musicians and 
his own personal and large staff 
amounts varying from $3,000 to 
$6,000. 


N.Y. SAVOY-PLAZA GIVES 
HILDEGARDE LONG TERM 


Hildegarde’s new deal with the 
| Savoy-Plaza hotel, New York, calls 
| for 26 weeks in the east, reopening 
Oct. 17 until Jan. 15 and returning 
March 13 until end-May. In between 
she has an alternating deal with the 
Hotel Drake, Chicago, where she 
opened last night (Tuesday) for four 
weeks, from whence she goes to 
Ciro’s, Hollywood, or returns to 
Saratoga for the August racing sea- 
son. These latter dates are subject, 
however, to film and radio dickers 
currently being handled by Jack 
Bertell and Anna Sosenko, her man- 
agers, 

Meantime, the Savoy-Plaza, which 
inducted Peggy Fears into its Lounge 
Cafe as first of a series of fortnightly 
changes over the summer, will see 
Howard Lally’s band succeeding 
Emile Petti next week. Latter, long 
here, is severing with the S-P. and 
Bob Grant will become the No. 1 
band during the winter season. 


Previdenally Suspend 
Agent’s 2-Mo. Sentence 


James F. Victor, agent recently 
convicted in special sessions court, 
New York, for operating without a 
license, was sentenced last week to 
60 days in the workhouse, but it was 
suspended on the basis that he would 
refund around $500 in commissions 
to acts. This he promised to do. 

Conviction and sentence of Victor 
is a major victory for License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss, who has long 
| been striving to ticket all theatrical 
agents with employment agency li- 
censes, 




















| 





Detroit, June 17. 

George C. Young, 54, nitery enter- 
| tainer from Toronto, was wounded 
in the chest as he left a spot he was 
playing near Mt, Clemens, Mich. 
| Shooting was accidental, since three 
| youths and a girl were blazing away 
| nearby at a target and a bullet was 
deflected. Young is expected to re- 
cover. 


The youths were questioned, cau- 


Shot Out of Season 


} toinenant policy as Rendezvous— | tioned and released. Nitery enter- 


colored talent. 


tainers never are in season. 
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- PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 





Milton Berle, Ben Yost and His) 
Varsity Eight, The Jansleys, Joan} 
Merrill, Vincent Lopez Orch with) 
Anne Barrett and Sonny Skyler;) 
‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par), re-| 
viewed in Variety, May 14. 


—— ee 


The Paramount has erred in its 
billing this week. It should be. 
‘Milton Berle, assisted by Vincent, 
Lopez and His Orchestra, Ben Yost’s” 
Varsity Eight, The Jansleys and Joan 
Merrill. For it’s Berle’s show all 
the way. Everyone else on the stage 
is reduced to status of stooge when-| 
ever the comic is on—and that’s 
virtually all the time. 


Berle, with the current Par date, 
establishes himself without a doubt) 
as King of the Broadway Laugh- | 
makers. Show caught, last one 
opening day (Wednesday), ran one, 
hour and 32 minutes. Berle was on) 
stage most of that time and tickled | 
the audience all of the way. 


From the standpoint of the. 
best possible showmanship, however, | 
Berle is forgetting the old axiom, | 
‘leave ‘em hungry for more.’ One| 


comedian for more than an hour) -his dear friend, Fred Allen’ and the! Russian medley which carries some 
may be too much for even the most/jatter’s sponsor; of Eddie Cantor,| English lyrics along with it; plunges 
Another possible’ who is coming here shortly, among/ jnto ‘My Man,’ a sure thing; follows! 


rabid Berle fan. 
criticism stems directly from Berle’s | 
propensity to imitate that mandarin | 
On Too Long. That’s his ‘interfer-' 
ence’ with the other acts. While he 


actually saves one turn (Ben Yost’s | John Powers, for whom they work.| partly in Russian. 


singers) from gagging on its own; 
corn, his stint with the Jansleys in- 
jures them. | 

Not that Berle doesn’t get laughs out ; 
of his clowning with the risleying | 
Jansleys (4), but they have a solid | 
turn, and allowing them to go 
through it unmolested would act as 
an aid when he did come back, since 
he would appear so much funnier 
with a little breather thrown in. 
As it is, they get scarcely any| 
chance to exhibit their skillful | 
footwork, Berle getting in the way) 
all the time with either talk or 
action at the psychological moment. 
It ends up with their spinning him | 
on their feet and giving him a few | 
kicks which—from the loges—didn't | 
look altogether playful. 

layed other dates together and 
Save done the same turn, notably at | 
the Paramount’s opposition Loew’s | 
State, where Berle long has been a 
fixture. | 

Yost’s male octet in its swash- | 
buckling boots-and-cape garb (there 
seems no cause for the ‘Varsity’ bill- | 


| 


the customers way back in the huge | 
hall can hear, but it’s pretty hard | 
on the eardrums of listeners in the) 
first 30 rows. 

But the majority of the 6,500 ap- 
plauded wildly and called for more) 
until act closed with tearing of 
clothes, sheets of music, more gun-| 
shots and discordant music of the | 
heavily perspiring and wilted mem- 
bers. 

Tommy Rafferty got big hand for 
hoofing impersonations of Charlie 
Chaplin, an Indian chief and his 
barefoot number. His rhythmic and 
smooth tap-dancing glide drew long 
applause. Tito went over well with 
accordion number of ‘Dark Eyes. 
starting classical and ending with| 
whole band joining in crackpot an-| 
tics. His pseudo strip tease in red| 
wig and velvet costume is one of 
high spots. 

Tom Howard's raucous voice, also) 
coming over amplified mike, 1s) 
pretty hard on the upfronters, but he | 
has good run of gags. His rambling | 
style of yarns, with George Shelton, | 


'some slightly over the borderline, 


are good for number of laughs and | 
much applause. 

Jimmy Wallington doesn’t let one | 
forget NBC, et al. He reminds of! 


other items. 

More commercial plugs are put | 
over by the Powers Singing Models, 
who even sing a little ditty about! 


The girls are an eyeful and Katherine 
(The Camel Girl), in a flowing white | 
mousseline de soie gown, sings, 
‘Melancholy Baby’ in a good throaty | 
voice. Caroline (Sunkist Girl), in) 
a beautiful gown of silver cloth and | 
honey-colored net, matching her, 
hair, puts over ‘Yes, My Darling) 
Daughter’ to a big hand. The best} 
number of the trio is ‘Goodbye Now,’ 
which earned them two bows. 

The Deep River Boys scored well 
with ‘Cherokee’ and ‘Just a Little Bit! 
South,’ but best of their numbers is, 
‘Shadrach.’ 

Music Hall (6,500 is capacity) was | 
crowded when caught Saturday 
night (14). In addition to vaude 
show, Sid R6se orch played in 


| 
| 


They've | Marine Ballroom, and water sports| for sometime now and with numer- 


and circus were part of Pier’s bill. 


| were enthusiastically received, from 


(with a plug for Arthur Murray) in- 


STATE, N. Y. 





Gertrude Niesen, 
Adrian Rollini Trio, 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). 

This week's vaude show here is| 
one of the shortest the house has | 
ever had, running only 47 minutes. 
Virtually all stage shows here run | 
over an hour. Reason for current 
curtailment is that ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
(M-G), on which major draw de- 
pends, takes 133 minutes. 

Compact, sufficient in variety and| 
carrying just four acts, but all good, | 
the rostrum portion is highly enter- 
taining and should evoke no 
squawks from any quarter. When 
caught at the early Thursday eve- 
ning (12) show, all of the four acts 


the Five Maxellos, well-established 
risley-acrobatic turn, to Gertrude 
Niesen, who headlines and is an 
easy show-stopper. The Hartmans 
share top honors with her. 

Miss Niesen, who has played the, 
State before, furnishes 11 minutes of 
sock singing. Working on the little 
platform that juts out over the pit, 
the blonde blueser opens with a 





that up with ‘I Want My Mamma,’ 
including a bit of Portuguese, and 
lands home in a big way with a 
lightly comical novelty number, also | 


The Hartmans are on longest, 16 
minutes, and close the show with a 
bang. Dance satirists, a heavy hit 
when seen, do three routines, the 
opener an impression of a team of 
ballroomers Who have never ap- 
peared in public before. The busi- 
ness of kissing hands for laughs gets | 
plenty of ’em. Team's conga lesson 


cludes-an amusing monolog by Grace 
Hartman, but it’s too proionged for 
best results. A very funny routine 
to the Bolero winds up. The duo, in- 
cidentally, are currently featured 
nearby at the Music Hall in the 
filmusical ‘Sunny.’ 


On stage show and nitery dates 





ous Broadway engagements behind 


as the girls are lined across stage- 
front. Other is the Hawaiian dance 
for which’ Day supplies a brief vocal. 


The Hartmans,| It’s well staged, with Aggie Auld, 
Five Maxellos; | 


from the Hotel Lexington’s (N. Y.) 
Hawaiian Room, providing a solo bit. 


| Paul Ash’s house orchestra is on a 


bandset on stage throughout the 
show. 

House was slim at the dinner show 
Friday. Hobe. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 14. 
Bob Crosby Orch (16) with ‘Bob- 
O-Links’ (4), Ray Bauduc, Bobby 
Haggart, Liz Tilton, Moke and Poke, 
Del _ Rios (3), Pitchmen (3); 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). 








Philly’s alligator set, practically in 
hibernation since Jimmy Dorsey left 
town, has come out in force this 
week, stomping and clapping as Bob 
Crosby’s swing crew beats it out 
from the Earle stage. 


The aggregation is the answer to 
a band-leader’s prayer—each man a 
topnotch musician and it almost plays 
itself. Crosby has improved slightly 
in his stage manner since his last 
appearance here, but he could still 
use plenty of his famous brother's 
personality. He’s still wooden in his 
introductions and m.c.ing, while 
turning on a grin now-and-then as 


| he’s doing his wanding wouldn’t hurt 


either. 


The fans still get sent sky-high 
when the Bobcats go into their w.k. 
jammeroo. Netting the top kudoes 
as usual are the skin-beating of Ray 
Bauduc and the bass-thumbing of 
Bobby Haggart. Their duet is nifty. 

Liz Tilton’s warbling is also ear- 
soothing. She’s a looker, with lots of 
bounce. In her repertoire are ‘Ama- 


pola,’ ‘I Want My Mama,’ ‘Daddy’— | 


latter number put over with ‘Bob-O- 
Links’ quartet, three guys and a gal. 
Crosby does a little crooning of his 
own with ‘Let’s Get Away From It 
All’ and ‘Dolores,’ also backed by the 
uartet. His voice is reminiscent of 
rother Bing’s, without the latter’s 
depth of tone. 


The outside acts are really stand- 
out. The Del Rios present a different 


them, the Adrian Rollini Trio, instru-| kind of acro routine. The eye-filling 
mentalists, works in one, offering a| femme member of the trio does her 
|fast routine of melodic swing.| share of the heavy work, showing 
‘Amapola’ is very well done, while| surprising strength as she holds up 
ithe novelty number as an encore is| her more muscular companions. 
a little too long. They’re graceful, fine dancers in ad- 
dition to performing amazing feats 


Carter. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 








Buffalo, June 13. 


Three boys and two girls making 


i) gloves flying over the ivory, | 


ing) was getting over something | 
less than mildly before Sir Milton 
put in his appearance. Togged in 


: v. MG »|up the Maxello troupe open. Risley 
olin daae ook iia @ tne work is particularly neat and a tomen | 














‘3 ; ‘Noil].| Of comedy is injected to help them 
similar outfit—but about eight sizes cmencund Fults an = |land solidly. Crack that ‘our next 
_ = * gts A — his | ¥ | em is L ergerer 0 | areal be- 
air slicke own over his face to} | 4oOngs in the mothballs, 
make a likely pattern for a goon, he| It’s a genuine tribute to Bill. Business Thursday evening very 
was a sock. Berle, in that getup,! Robinson's veteran trouping that not; good. Char, 
attempting to sing along with the; even the sleazy sepian show with | Saeigeenee 
feet-apart-and-clenched-fist vocaliz-| which they’ve surrounded him this ’ 
ing of Yost’s crew would bring a| week is able to detract much from ROXY, N. Y. 
oe to a marble statue. In the un-| the character of his showmanship or 
erled moments, the ‘Varsity Eight’| the excellence of his dancing. With F ; 
shows a lack of the bass qualities| his modestly ingratiating demeanor,; Dennis Day, Wesson Brothers, Gil 
needed for pleasant listening and! the infectious quality of his folksy|@"d@ Bernice Maison, Four Polka 
generally gives the appearance of| humor and the unique artistry of his, Dots, Aggie Auld, Gae Foster Girls, | 
something left over from a 1922/ footwork, Bojangles succeeds in Paul Ash and House Orch; ‘Man 
Shubert musical, |making everything about him look| Hunt’ (20th), reviewed in Variety, 
Joan Merrill gets through her | like the McCoy in stage entertain- | une il 
warbling session with minimum in-| ment—which this line-up distinctly | : “08 
terference from the m.c—after two|is not. In fact, were it not for| Rather varied bill headed by 
or three minutes of gagging at the| Bojangles, they could chalk up this) Dennis Day makes this stage show 
getaway. Femme’s pipework is| Harlem opus as rating practically egy. te ugig F ppd rmnse F rage ome 
sockeroo. She’s on the hot side, but; 2€TO. Pee pas Pa i 
with dignity. Voice has a nice, full| Robinson's artistry remains un-|CUtacy, it’s billed as ‘Parade of 
quality without being too deep and| dulled by time. Following a fast, | Youth. | 
torchy, providing earful moments.| loud opening by the ensemble, and| Making his first appearance at the 
She’s a pleasant looker to boot and| an even more raucous deuce contri- | house in about a year, Day stresses | 
an okay saleswoman, adding up for| bution by the Madcaps, he tees off | his association with the Jack Benny | 
top bracket results. Miss Merrill is| quietly with the deft precision of his| radio series. For his entry, he uses 
another Al Siegal protege. | tap routine and, backed by the Danc- | @ specially recorded bit of dialog by | 
Vincent Lopez (Berle keeps call-|ing Brigade, scores his rhythms so} Benny and himself, very much in the 
ing him ‘Vincent Loppus’) and his| convincingly that the fans broke| Style of the air program. His be- 
crew neatly background the show| into spontaneous palm smacking in| tween-numbers remarks are in the 
as well as turn in a couple of solid | the midst of his eartickling foot pat- | Same vein, though without the Jello 
specialties of their own. Teeoff is a| ter. He follows later with a group | cast and surroundings Day’s comedy 
nifty. They come up on the elevator; of surefire stories in the colored | delivery is rather flat. There’s little 
apron into a darkened house. Noth-| metier, all effectively delivered, fin-| to say about the act from a vocal 
ing’s visible but hands on piano keys| ishing off by leading the Brigade) standpoint, except that it’s the same 
pointed on the music stands and | through another stunning tap work-| aS via radio. When caught opening 
opez’s own hands in fiuorescent| Out, with buck and wing variations.| Might (13), he sang four numbers 
|and then a vocal to a Hawaiian 
routine by the Gae Foster girls. 


Robinson’s ‘Still of the Night’ foot- 


With the Lopez ensemble are! work is whammo and his old man’s 


vocalizers Anne Barrett and Sonny 
Skyler. Miss Barrett, whom the 
batoneer has educated in the Betty 
Hutton tradition, considerably over- 
does the jitterbug style of her work 
at the mike. Blonde and cute, she’d 
mesh in high gear with less ethyl in 
the tank. Skyler has a light, pleas- 
ing voice and a compelling rhythmic 
sense, scoring especially well with 
‘Maria Elena.’ ; 
Oh, yes—and somewhere in the 
potpourri, Berle contributes a song, 
Hi There, Yankee.’ The guy can 
sing, tov. Herb. 





STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





Atlantic City, June 15. 


| dance is an effective closer. He in-| 
| tersperses it all with effective con-| 
| fidential sidetalk for the pittees and 
|frontrow fans, and his local refer- 
ences to Buffalo spots of more than 
|25 years ago had the initiates, who 
| appeared to be many, in spasms of | 
|appreciation. All in all, a stunning | 
performance by a personality, who, | 
after an entire theatre generation | 
|remains a top exponent, black or) 
white, of his type of theatre. And, | 
incidentially, a character who is a 
credit to his race and better than a) 
hundred tracts on inter-racial rela- 
tions. 


Rest of the show is a throwback. | 
Apus and Estrellita are comedians in| 
the moronic manner with their. 
dialog overboard on corn. Leon! 
Warwick has a smooth, voluminous 
baritone, which he uses to excellent | 





Milt Britton’s Orch (11) 
Tommy Rafferty and Tito; 


Wesson Brothers, anot»er repeater 
for the Roxy, have a novel imper- 
sonation act. One of the lads does 
a visual takeoff of Edward G. Robin- 
son, while the other handles the 
voice part. Then one impersonates 
Wendell Willkie, after which they 
join to do Bergen-McCarthy and 
finale with a burlesque of President 
and Mrs. Roosevelt that’s so savage 
they obviously feel obliged to dis- 
claim in advance any intended dis- 
respect. All fairly good; but still, 
impersonations are a pretty com- 
monplace commodity these days. 


Gil and Bernice Maison again 
score solidly with their comedy 
trained-dog act. After a brief tap 
sequence, they pull a fake ven- 
triloquist stunt with a trained 
monkey, then keep a number of pups 
doing funny tricks. One slow- 


with advantage, though without any of the motion bull does everything wrong 
Tom | ‘distinguished’ earmarks of his bill- 824 several tiny pooches do an 


Howard and George Shelton, Jimmy | ing. Claudia McNeill, whom Robin-| 2™azing assortment of tough tricks 


Wallington, Powers Singing Models, | 
Deep River Boys, Eddie McKnight’s | 
House Orch (8), ‘Model Wife (U).'| 








From the time Milt Britton’s | 
clowning orch bursts on the stage a) 
la pistol shots, shouts, etc., it pré-| 
sents a round of slapstick ‘Hellza-| 
poppin’ style entertainment. 

Music Hall has the public address 
system highly emphasized, so that 


son plugs as his sister, barely makes 
the ‘song stylist’ grade. The eight} 
Madcaps are probably the wierdest 
group of wildcat pseudo-musicians 
caught hereabouts, and their torrid 
session attains about the ultimate in 
unrestraint. Their heat waves just| 
about laid the youngsters pop-eyed 
in the aisles. 

Suppertime turnstile turnover was 
slow opening day. Burton. 





smoothly. Gil Maison, meanwhile, 
stooges for the dogs Wth a string of 
effective chatter. 


Four Polka Dots (New Acts), har- 
monica combo, offer three numbers 
of different kinds, but all played in 
identical style. Gae Foster Girls do 
two dance routines, both satisfactory. 
First is a precision number in the 
style of the Music Hall Rockettes, 


of balance. 


Moke and Poke, Negro lads, 
who've been appearing at local night 
spots for the past couple of years, 
click solidly with their screwball 
antics and ludicrous mugging. Sur- 
prise act of the bill are the Pitch- 
men, making their first appearance 
in Philly. Using a trick, kazoo-like 
gadgets, these guys imitate virtually 
every instrument in the book to per- 
fection. They have a grand sense of 
timing and practically walked off 
with honors at this catching. Best 
part of the Pitchmen’s routine is 
their takeoff on prominent band- 
leaders. 

Show played to standees when re- 
viewed Saturday supper show. 

Shal, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, June 17. 
Ted Fio-Rito Orch with Allan Cole, 
Lloyd and Willis, Morey Amsterdam 








| and Mabel Todd, Chris Cross; ‘Girl, 
| Guy and Gob’ (RKO). 





After a long spell in the local 
Blackhawk hotel and a long history 
in show business, Ted Fio-Rito brings 
his orchestra into this house and in- 
dicates he’s going to come up with 
a walloping coin session. 

Fio-Rito’s orchestra, always clean- 
cut and polished in arrangements 
and performance, continues as a 
Straight listenable musical troupe, 
the kind that'll always be popular. 

Fio-Rito m.c.s impressively in 
straightforward manner. Not only 
does the band hit with the straight 
musicianship, but Fio-Rito gives the 
spotlight to most of the individual 
members of the orchestra. The top- 
per of the lot is Candy Candido, who 
has a remarkable tonsil range. 
Strictly used for comedy, Candido 
Scores solidly with the screwy pipes. 
Allan Cole is the straight vocalist 
and handles himself well. 

Three acts are all that’s needed 

with the Fio-Rito aggregation. Lloyd 
and Willis are a little dance team 
that’s pleasant enough for this mob. 
Work smoothly and _ ingratiatingly. 
Chris Cross’ ventriloquistics have 
played around for some time and in- 
dicate a steadily improving style. 
_ Mabel Todd has shown great prom- 
ise for several years, but has yet to 
find her real mark. A talented com- 
edienne, she must find the right 
character to establish herself. She 
went over well on the workmanship 
and ability. Still doing a dumb-gal 
routine which is a bit too juvenile 
for a woman of her physical size. 
She is a trifle too big for the ‘little 
girl’ character. But she’s a trouper 
and nothing can keep her from han- 
dling any audience. Morey Amster- 
dam is mostly on the wise-cracker 
side and occasionally straights for 
Miss Todd. 

Business great at the last show 








particularly with the high-kick finale | 


Saturday (14). Gold 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Richard Leibert, Cass Parmentier, 
Music Hall Symphony Orch with 
Erno Rapee conductor, Frank 
Nowicki and Jules Silve? associate 
conductors; Corps de Ballet, Glee 
Club, The Revuers (5), Raymond 
Wilbert, Selma Kaye, The Travelers 
Wynn Murray, Rockettes; ‘Sunny 
(RKO), reviewed in Variety, May 
21, 








Short and plenty sweet—that 
pigeon-holes the description of this 
stage show. The generai aura is one 
of extreme simplicity and the produc- 
tion bespeaks less coin outlay than 
usual for a Music Hall layout. rae 
withal, from Richard Leibert an 
Cass Parmentier, who alternate at 
the organs, to the finale unison 
stepping of the Rockettes, it’s a bill 
fulsome of entertainment. 

‘Capriccio Espagnol’ is the Music 
Hall symph’s overture, and _ the 
musicians give the Rimsky-Korsakoff 
classic superb treatment. Then 
there’s the ‘Band Box Review,’ a 
series of five varied turns that in- 
cludes a ballet opener by the thea- 
tre’s toe-steppers to a Calypso dance 
and song version as the topper. 


Following the ballet number come 
The Revuers, quintet of satirists who 
originally made their mark in a 
Greenwich Village boite and have 
since even played the Rainbow 
Room. Their turn, contributed by 
the three men and two girls, ail 
dressed in evening attire, is a take- 
off on a broadcast, and the results 
are a tribute to their ability to reach 
even the mezzanine audience with 
their intime material. 

Third in the ‘Review’ series is sub- 
titled ‘De Good Book Sez’ and in- 
cludes Selma Kaye pacing the 
Music Hall’s Glee Club in some 
Negro spirituals that are particularly 
enhanced by the Eugene Braun 
lighting and Nat Karson’s settings. 

Raymond Wilbert follows with his 
educated hoops, long standard in 
vaude, and still whammo. The last 
of the ‘Review’ group, ‘The Calypso 
Kids,’ has The Travelers, males, con- 
tributing their group singing of 
Calypso numbers, followed by Wynn 
Murray’s excellent torching of 


; ‘Minnie from Trinidad,’ background- 


ing groups, along with Miss Murray, 

all being dressed appropriately in 

Calypso garb. Miss Murray is a 

holdover from the last stage show. 

Biz was just fair Friday night (13). 
Naka. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Billie Holiday, Pegleg Bates, Three 
Peters Sisters, Christopher Columbus 
Band (9), Buddy Bowser, Tampa 
Bros. (2), Pigmeat, George Wiltshire, 
Vivian Harris; ‘Mr. Washington Goes 
to Town’ (Indie). 

This all colored vaude house is fol- 
lowing the same policy placed into 
effect last week—elimination of pro- 
duction numbers and chorus, and 
substituting a group of vaudeville 


acts. Main difference this session is 
that the Apollo is offering ‘Mr. 
Washington Goes to Town,’ all- 


colored feature made in Hollywood, 
as the screen attraction, and is using 
only the nine-piece orchestra 
batoned by Christopher Columbus 
(that’s actually his name). Band 
has played around in Harlem, and 
while showing promise, is not acrew 
of name potentialities. 

Theatre again employs the single 
set with routine curtain before 
which some comedy bits are done. 
Of the new faces on tap, the Tampa 
Brothers, two lads who first at- 
tracted attention by winning ama- 
teur prizes here several years ago, 
look like good bets. Both boys 
sing and do nifty taps, with the 
taller youngster strumming a mean 
guitar. Other boy tries a few 
noises and manipulates an empty 
water jug for musical effects. Pair 
is lively and talented enough to 
build into an act of distinction; ap- 
pear to need addition of material 
and re-routining, but that'll come. 
They’ve been down in Miami get- 
ting experience. 

Billie Holiday, who has been ap- 
pearing at night spots, is handed No. 
1 spot. Makes a personable appear- 
ance with her peculiar, husky war- 
bling a solid clickeroo with this 
house. Of her five songs, ‘Brown 
Eyes’ and ‘God Bless the Child,’ 
which she announces as her own 
composition, are standout. 

Three Peters Sisters, faves up this 
way, offer the usual array of vocals 
with customary attempts at stepping 
for laughs because of their weight. 
Youngest one scores solidly with 
‘Sweet Embraceable You.’ 

Pegleg Bates is carrying the same 
patter he’s had for years is and still 
a nimble tapster despite the lone leg. 
Pigmeat, Vivian Harris and George 
Wiltshire furnish a couple of vener- 
able burley skits. Buddy Bowser 
emcees moderately well. 

Biz not bad considering heavy 
rain, Wear. 





Globe, A. C., Reopens 
Atlantic City, June 17. 
Globe, Atlantic City’s only burlesk 
house, opens for the season Tues- 
day (24). 
Jack Beck, who has managed the 
boardwalk theatre for several sea- 
sons, will again be in charge. 
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GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 11. 
Sophie Tucker, Ted Shapiro, Ross 
and Stone, Lionel Kaye and Co. (2), 
Miller Bros. and Lois (3), Three 
Kings, Peggy O’Neill Line, Charles 
Kaley House Orch. (12); ‘Devil Dogs 
of the Air’ (WB). 








Sophie Tucker, grand ol’ gal of 
red hot rhythms, is doing another 
smash this week as topliner on the 
new Gate bill. A sermon of show 
biz could be written around this.act, 
for here is the essence of true show- 
manship. 

The way Sophie sells a song is 
something they don’t learn any more. 
Her brilliance and b.o. magnetism 
may be equalled for short periods, 
but few indeed have the staying 
power, the what-it-takes of La 
Tucker. It’s a wrench to realize that 
her billing as ‘last of the red hot 
mamas’ is more than literally true; 
she’s one of the last reminders of 
what made vaudeville great. 

Miss Tucker isn’t kidding about the 
‘red hot mama’ stuff, either, using 
considerable of her night club ma- 
terial, some of which is enough to 
burn the ears off the family trade. 
But mob here eats it up. 

Occupying a long closing spot, run- 
ning better than 20 minutes at this 
catching, she bowed on to a hearty 
welcome, going into a rhythmic 
greeting as soon as house quieted. 
Ted Shapiro at the piano cues the 
house band through the wide range 
of mood music from ‘Auld Lang 
Syne’ to patriotic. Some of it only 
La Tucker could get away with, 
urging the femmes to take care of 
the army and navy boys, etc. Then 
switches into ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’, 
with special lyrics, which dampened 
many an eye. Turned laughs on 
again with ‘Why Go To Havana?’, 
which wouldn't exactly do for a Sun- 
day School picnic. 

With spontaneous bursts of ap- 
plause greeting each tune, she then 
works backwards through ¢ ‘Melan- 


choly Baby’, ‘Darktown Strutter’s 
Ball’ and ‘Let Me Call You Sweet- 
heart,’ which audience sang with 


her, to ‘Some of These Days’. Gives 
this number a terrific build, display- 
ing original copy. When she went 
into the number she practically tore 
the roof off. For a finish, she uses 


another ditty with torrid lyrics, 
‘Never Too Old to Fall In Love’. 
Supportimg talent is okay this 


week, too, although overshadowed by 
Miss Tucker. Three Kings, two gals 
and a boy, are opening acros. Lad 
works in nude torso and makes an 
okay muscle display while tossing 
the femmes about. Trio reveals se- 
rious effort to break away from 
routine lift and balance stuff and 
clicked solidly. For a closer, lad bal- 
ances gal on pole via his chin, then 
knocks pole away and catches part- 
ner. 

Deucer is Lionel Kaye, who resem- 
bles a thinner version of Paul White- 
man. Pretends to be a fill-in for a 
missing magician, dishing a smooth 
line of comedy patter while sleight- 
of-handing, which is plenty okay. 
Aided by redheaded femme in 
Strapless gown. Finishes with gag 
of pouring various drinks from same 
bottle, then revealing a pigeon irf- 
side. 

Miller Bros. and Lois, sepia step- 
pers, follow. Novel twist is using 
high, narrow platforms for cyclonic 
steps. If they ever miss it must sure- 
ly mean a broken neck. One routine 
is on the tops of cutout letters spell- 
ing Miller. That’s tougher than walk- 
ing railroad ties. They’re socko and 
had to beg off. 

Ross and Stone precede Miss Tuck- 
er, offering a distinctly eastern style 
of sophisticated patter, deadpan 
clowning on part of the tired femme, 
and bluish gags. Work is polished 
and fits nicely as spotted. 

Biz good at opening. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 


Wern. 





Atlantic City, June 15. 
‘Crazy With the Heat’ unit with 
Willie Howard, Diosa Costello, 
Sylvia Froos, Peggy 
Matthew Smith, Jane 
Male Sextet, Chorus (10); 
Vagabond’ (Rep.). 





First time Hippodrome has put on 
a unit and uses it to mark official 
opening of season’s entertainment. 
‘Crazy With the Heat’ is the Broad- 
way Revue cut to 45 minutes, with 
Willie Howard holding spotlight all 
the way. 

In addition to skits, which feature 
the comedian, there is just enough 
singing, dancing, specialties and 
chorus numbers to make a _ nicely 
rounded bill. When caught Sunday 
afternoon (15) the big hall was 
threequarters filled. A sunny day 
kept many outside at other Pier 
events. 

_ Howard is in for six skits. His 
impersonation of Al Jolson_ sing- 
ing ‘Sonny Boy’ and the French 
teacher giving a radio lesson went 
over big at show caught. Biggest 
laugh and warmest applause, how- 
ever, came from sketch in which he 
visits U. S. Medical Examiner’s 
office, mistaking it for health bu- 
reau, preparatory to obtaining mar- 
Tlage license. Another mirth-pro- 
ducer was the soapbox oration num- 





and Morrow, | 
Hoffman, | 
Wilma Horner, Al Kelly, Phil King, | 
‘Gay | 





ber, when he called the working 
people to revolt. 

Diosa Costello scores heavily with 
her congarhumba in which she dis- 
plays amusing hip-swinging contor- 
tions and fiery steps. The chorus 
is colorful in gold and silver metallic 
costumes which gleam under colored 
lights. Their well-timed routine is 
accompanied by drum beats. 

Sylvia Froos, blonde songstress, 
puts over a clever adaptation of 
‘Chloe,’ adding ‘Oh Johnny,’ ‘Ma, He’s 
Making Eyes at Me’ to an apprecia- 
tive audience. Her vocal of ‘Set to 
Music,’ with chorus in long black 
evening gowns and wearing short 
gold leaf capes, is outstanding. Her 
other appearance as singer, with 
male sextet and Jane Hoffman sup- 
plying comedy, also okay. 

Peggy and Morrow, smart and 
sophisticated dance team, do a grace- 
ful ballroom number, with girl in 
pale pink and her partner in mid- 
night blue formals. They encore 
with fast Spanish tempo exhibition 
that’s climaxed when the girl is diz- 
zily swung over her partner’s head. 

Other principals do well in their 
specialties and chorus and group 
work is excellent. Costumes are 
freshlooking and colorful. 

Pier also has outdoor circus, fun 
houses, and outdoor sports. Herby 
Woods‘ band plays for dancing in 
Ballroom of States. Carter. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Strikes in the current news and a 
house reel of Tex McCrary, editor- 
ial writer of the New York Dail 
Mirror, head the Embassy’s lineup 
of clips this week, and the combi- 
nation forms an interesting insight 
into the difficulties of the country’s 
defense plans. Paramount’s clip of 
the shutdown at the California North 
American airplane plant and the 
Army’s injection into the dispute is 
nicely reported. Walkout at a 
Cleveland tin plant is also given 
notice. 

McCrary’s spiel outlines the re- 
sults of such strikes and points out, 
in clearly written and forcefully de- 
livered talks, how much of a weapon 
such activities are for the Axis. He 
relates how numerous strikes have 
noes this country heavily in produc- 
ion. 

To get off the war and defense 
track, which weaves, as_ usual, 
through the entire hour bill, Pathe 
comes up with a humorous bit on a 
tennis match played by ‘quiz kids’ 
John Kieran, Franklin P. Adams, 
Boris Karloff and Deems Taylor um- 
pired by Clifton Fadiman, all from 
radio’s ‘Information Please.’ An- 
other equally digestible and light bit 
is Fox’s focusing on a herd of cir- 
cus elephants disporting themselves 
in California surf. 

Rest is pretty much routine sports, 
fashions, etc. One short, a James 
FitzPatrick visit to ‘Suva, Pride of 
Fiji,’ occupies the final 10-15 min- 
utes of the bill. It’s a presentable 
piece. Wood. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 14. 
‘Prize Winners’ with Minda Lang, 
Curiey Williams, Lennie Gale, 
Michael Dore, Dorothy Zane, Rhyth- 
meers (3), Three Topps, Jeannie and 
Al Thompson, George Gillette; Herb 
Six house orch; ‘Singing Hill’ (Rep). 








Combo of a Bowes stage unit with 
Gene Autry film is a winner for the 
Tower this week, and house is seeing 
biz way up. Week will likely see 
more admissions paid than was gar- 
nered last week by the Ted Lewis 
unit, but money may not hit as high 
a total, as current show is at a 30c 
straight against sliding scale 30-50c 
for Lewis. Best example in two 
years of Barney Joffee’s operation 
as to what the Tower devotees de- 
mand and what can be done with a 
thoroughly attractive family-type 
program. One of the best grossers, 
it’s still not an overly expensive 
show. 

Intertwined with the amateur win- 
ners are some standard acts and be- 
tween the two a fairly good stage 
show results. Like most Bowes units 
quantity is ever a more prominent 


ingredient than quality, although 
both are found in the 50-minute 
show. 

Work of xylophonists Jeannie and 
her Father, Al Thompson, roller 
skating Three Topps, tapping 


Rhythmeers, sax-playimg, rope skip- 
ping Dorothy Zane, and violin-twirl- 


ing Michael Dore are all adequate |. 


but not especially outstanding. Most 
of these are overly long and happily 
are routed in the first half of the 
show. 

Better footing is gained with 
George Gillette, who makes some- 
thing out of odd sorts of musical in- 
struments, and by series of impres- 
sions on radio screen and public 
figures by Lennie Gale, also doubl- 
ing as m.c. Finish is socko and re- 
deems earlier lethargy with throat- 
whistling of Minda Lang ringing out 
nifty arrangements of ‘Glowworm’ 
and ‘Star Dust,’ and closing whirl- 
wind roller skating tap atop a small 
table by dusky Curley Williams, get- 
ting to the customers for heavy hand 
clapping. Williams is a standard act, 


while Miss Lang’s turn is tip-top, and | 
3. Finale | 
employs whole cast of 14 in a patri- | 


Gale’s work of high rating. 


Quin. 


otic number. 


| slip-pump, every gurgle of the saxo-| 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, June 14. 





Glenn Miller Orch (18) with’ 
Modernaires, Paula Kelly and 
Ray Eberle; Paul Regan, Lorraine 


and Rognan; ‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par). 





With a picture that indicates box- 
office power and the Glenn Miller 
wallop for the hep mob, this week! 
looks like a money-maker from any} 
angle. 
juves in by the bushel-load and it} 





| was only the dominant austerity of | 


this house which prevented them) 
from kicking out a few licks in the 
aisles. But they were vociferously 
enthusiastic for every note of the) 


phone and every drum-whack. 


Miller’s gang works just inform- 
ally enough to make it appear whole- 
heartedly spontaneous. The drum- 
mer and bass-fiddler chew gum con- 
stantly, the musicians’ wardrobe was 
just unpressed enough and Miller is 
casual enough to sell it to this mob 
as an earnest jam session. 


Miller’s band does a good job of 
the modern tempo and doés best 
with the items which strive for 
modern treatment, such as the ‘Anvil 
Chorus.’ This type of material will 
impress any audience. In all, it re- 
mains a fine modern musical aggre- 
gation that knocks the 1941 style. 


Ray Eberle comes up with a good 
assignment on the straight vocals, 
putting them across with the least 
amount of fuss or fury. A straight 
singer with basically good pop pipes, 
he registered here. But strictly 
weakish side are the Modernaires, 
and Paula Kelly Four guys warble 
with what they apparently call 
showmanship. Miss Kelly is prob- 
ably all right, but she’s over- 
whelmed by the tonsils of the four- 
some. They are one of the poorer 
vocal groups, and are. especially 
futile because of their attempts to be 
hotcha, which is on the comical side 
for guys of their size and age. 


Two acts on the bill both rang the 
bell with this mob. Paul Regan 
started with a limp and wound up 
speeching himself off. If Regan 
would start his impersonation act 
about half-down the line he would 
be dynamite. But he starts under a| 
severe and distinct handicap with his 
attempt at being funny on his own. 
He has no material and no personal 
delivery. However, when he takes 
on the vocal color of Barrymore, 
Grant, Robinson, Horton, Willkie and 
others standard and known to the 
public, he achieves decided per- 
sonality strength. 

Lorraine and Rognan ruined them 
here with knockabout clowning and 
dancing. Miss Lorraine has a screwy 
comedy approach which is develop- 
ing rapidly and will sell her any- 
where, any time. Rognan is more or 
less straight at all times and rates as 


an able assist. 
Business fine at last show Friday 
13), Gold. 





New Act in Nitery 





BOB and THE TWINS 
2800 Club’s Showbar 
Dayton, O. 

For this ultra-swanky new spot, 
Harry Condon has a trio that blends 
with the surroundings. Layout is 
tricky, entertainers working on what 
amounts to an elevated back bar. 
Club is pulling the carfiage trade, 
and Bob and The Twins are being 
credited for a good share of the 
booming business, 


Personnel of trio is Bob Ryan and 
the Stauffer twins (femme), at one 
time airing via NBC as the Vocal- 
aires. Setup is new, one that shouid 
take them to the top in short order. 
Gals, both blonde Jookers, play spinet 
grand pianos, boy hammering vibes | 
and the solo-rimba. Utilizing pol- 
ished arrangements they’re mus- 
ically plenty OK; vocally, trio more 
than holds it own. Daphne Stauffer 
sings the ballads, Doris Stauffer the 
rhythm tunes, with the trio socking 
the novelty numbers. Trio plays and 
sells everything from Bach to Ber- 
lin, waltzes to boogie-woogie, congas 
to corn, 

Arrangement of Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ 
played in its entirety~is of concert 
stage caliber. Other socks include 
‘Dolores,’ ‘Beguine’ and two novel- 
ties, ‘Sidewalks of New York’ and 
‘Grandfather’s Clock.’ Sans. 





New Act in Theatre | 





FOUR POLKA DOTS 
Harmonicas 

9 Mins, 

Roxy, N. Y. (Band Set) 








Night Club Reviews 








MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


(FORT LEE, N. J.) 
Alan Cross and Henry Dunn, Terry | 
Lawlor, Georges and Jalna, Lane} 


Bros., Chester Hale dancers (16), | 





First night brought the jive! Showgirls (8); Pancho’s and Carmen | 


Cavalaro’s Bands; $3.50 and $4 min- | 
imum, no cover. 





Business at Ben Marden’s Jersey 
showplace has been especially good 


since its seasonal opening four weeks 
ago, so the show budget has not been 
tilted. However, this layout is evi- 
dently better than the opener and, 
if the draw Thursday night (12) at 
dinner time is a criterion, the high- 
powered names are not being missed | 
as yet. 

Purely and simply, if discounting 
the Chester Hale dancing (16) and 
stationary (8) beauts, this is a 
vaudeville entertainment—and good. 
It could play Loew’s State on Broad- 
way intact and give a good account 
of itself. But one thing is lacking, 
though, and that’s an announcement 
of who’s who as they come on. 
Marden doesn’t like m.c.s (excepting | 
Joe E. Lewis) and also is of the} 
opinion that off stage intros are too 
cold, but nothing could be colder, for 
instance, than the entrance on this 
show of the crackerjack acrobatic 
Lane Brothers. 

They follow the line’s first routine, 
one of the boys making his entrance 
like an m.c. rushing to a mike. In- 
stead he hoofs a bit and many cus- 
tomers don’t know what’s cooking 
until the second brother comes on 
and they swing into the acgobatics, 
including extraordinary rope-skip- 
ping from risley positions. That they | 
sockoed at this catching was a strong 
testimonial to their talent and ability 
to capture an audience from a flat- 








down that Argentines—known for 
their high jinks elsewhere—rarely 
exhibit at home. Arrangements on 
standard jazz items, while a season 
or two behind the States, get away 
from that note-for-note copying of 
waxed hits so frequent here. Leid 
also does quite well with the congas, 
rhumbas and Brazilian sambas. Has 
a trio with himself, Julio Bratt on 
cornet, and Aquilles Feraressi on 
first sax, producing some of the best 
three-man rhythm ever caught here, 


Oscar Aleman who takes over be- 
tween times is a one-time accom- 
panist to Josephine Baker. Sepia 
guitar player doesn’t come up to his 
claim of being the best in the world, 
but he’s pretty good and his boogie 
woogie on the string would be more 
than passable in any 52nd _ street 
(N. Y.) jive joint. 

Featured singer is Juan Abrita, an 
Argentine long in Brazil, who uses 
Leid’s backing for his _ tropical 
rhythm. No male Carmen Miranda, 
he nevertheless has an_ infectious 
quality in his handling that warms 
the palms. Local tango filler from 
Lalo Skalis, heading his own unit 
from the keyboard after some years 
with Oswaldo Fresidi—originator of 
the modern tango—is okay if you 
like tangos, which most of the inter- 
national cafe-going crowd doesn’t. 

Ray. 


‘TERRACE ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 


Johnny Long Orch (16) With 
Helen Young, Bob Houston; Monte 
Proser’s Copacabana Revue, Estelle 
and LeRoy, Rosita Rios, Fernando 
Alvarez, Victoria Cordova and An- 
dre Villon, Samba Sirens (6). 











foooted start. 


Terry Lawlor is working here un- 
der the handicap of a painfully in-| 
fected foot, a recurrence of an old} 
ailment, but it isn’t affecting her| 


voice. The red-headed good-looking | 


|graduate from the old Hollywood | 


Restaurant on Broadway is doing| 
Hibernian 
doesn’t fit her voice too well. 
sings it to prove ‘the Irish in her,’ 
but that evidence is unnecessary, and 
she’s much better with the pops, 


ter’ and the jived spiritual. 


Headlining and scoring are Cross 
and Dunn. They’ve got two new 
specials, the ‘Five O’Clock Whistle 
Stop’ and one ribbing the Pepsi- 
Cola soft drink, that are surefire. The 
former, set to an operatic medley, 
sounds like a natural for theatre ap- 
pearances. The vet character singing 


ing show of the Riviera four years | 
ago and are as standard now as they | 
were then. There’s good reason for | 
that in their continued policy of| 
hunting new material—to the extent 
that they now have an exceptionally 
wide repertoire out of which can be 
culled a routine to fit almost any} 
type of amusement place. Other} 
acts could find in them an object les- 
son on how to retain popularity. 


Georges and Jalna are this show’s| 
ballroom team and ditto a click.| 
They made but one mistake opening | 
night, that being the use of their 
weakest routine, a modern gavotte, | 
for an encore. Their four previous | 
dances, however, got heavy re- 
sponse from a fairly well-filled room, | 
leading up to the insistence for the 
encore. 


Chester Hale’s line and showgirls 
are costumed as they were in the 
seasonal opener, very pretty and 
colorful. The dance routines are 
nicely varied. Scho. 


| 


| 
' 


GONG, BUENOS AIRES. 


Buenos Aires, May 27. 
Hans Leid and Orchestra, Oscar 
Aleman Quintette, Lalo Skalis & | 
Tipica, Juan Abrita. 





Strictly class joint with emphasis 
on sassiety, this B.A. spot has moved 
to quarters formerly occupied by the 
‘Faisan d’Or,’ and is packing them 
in with as much of a show as any 
smart spot here permits. Emphasis 
is on swing, with both Leid and Ale- 
man, especially the latter, dishing 
out plenty snap and yet not too much 
oomph so as to scare off the localites, 
who don’t care for jitterbugging 
save when Mickey Rooney does it on 
the screen. 


Leid, a Viennese who plays the ac- 
cordion, handles his, outfit nicely 
keeping them from ‘getting out of 
hand and overwhelming the intimate 





Four young lads play the har- 
monicas well enough, but they need | 
considerably more experience to give) 
the act polish. Played three tunes | 
when caught, all widely different in| 
type, but played in such same style) 
and tempo that all might as well 
have been the same number. 





Act probably has possibilities, but | 
it'll require shrewd thought and) 
loads of hard work to develop. It’s} 
merely a passable turn at “~ 

one 


| and 


room. Has a new stunt in swinging 
old French tunes, those in which the 
audience joins being a_ specialty. 
This is smart showmanship here for 
the socialite crowd used to steamer 
to Paris regularly before the war 
is only now getting into the 
mood for New York and its type of 
rhythm. 

Rendition of ‘Sur le pont d’Avig- 
non,’ for instance, had the house 
joining in with a kind of hair let- 





especially ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- | 


team, incidentally, were on the open-| cleared it dishes up the style and 


| over handily. 


Closed for two months due to dif- 
ficulties with electricians and musi- 
cians unions, the New Yorker’s re- 
decorated Terrace Room comes back 
with a bang. Johnny Long’s capable 
band and Monte Proser’s Copacabana 
floor show stack up as a working 
combination that should account for 


four numbers, but one of them, the|#S Much play during the summer 


‘Same Old _ Shillelagh,’ | 
She | Shows. 


months as the hotel’s winter ice 


| Long’s crew, which made a sur- 
rising jump from the Roseland 

| Ballroom, N. Y., to this spot, is a neat 
combination of four sax; six brass, 
{four rhythm. It dispenses dance 
rhythms in brisk tempoes and fre- 
quently goes into novelty numbers 
| using the full band in chorus. Makes 
| for.a well-rounded musical job that 
found strong favor with the almost 
capacity house when eaught. It 
| keeps things under tastefully written, 
| muted arrangements during dinner, 
| of course, but after the a la carte is 


tempo that appeal to the supper 
crowd. Long himself is an amiable, 
confident pillar up front, who lends 
his left-handed fiddle to sweeter 
numbers. 


Poser’s revue is built around six 
line beauts. Running about 45 min- 
utes, the interludes are pleasantly 
conceived and colorfully costumed 
for a distinct click. Rosita Rios, 
whose vocals have the ability to still 
the myriad of dinner’noises almost 
to dead silence, is the star of the 
piece. She delivers crack jobs in 
Spanish on ‘Ferryboat Serenade,’ 
‘Amapola,’ etc. 

Estelle and LeRoy handle excel- 
lently routined and executed ball- 
room and semi-jitterbug bits that go 
For an encore they 
work up a conga twist with a bur- 
lesqued finale that relieves the 
serious aspect of the opening steps. 
Victoria Cordova and Andre Villon 
weave in and out, at one point com- 


| bining to tackle ‘I Hear a muapeety. 
d 


It’s a little weak, and the fare cou 
be brought more up to date, too. 
Fernando Alvarez m.c.’s, making 
announcements in Spanish and wind- 
ing up with the point of each intro 
in English. Nice touch. Room is 
refurbished in military style with- 
out being too remindful of head- 
lines. Wood, 


| N. Y. Nitery Follow-Up 


Gene Austin with his zingy quin- 
tet is bringing plenty of uptown 
trade to the Village Barn in Green- 
wich Village. The ‘Blue Heaven’ 
virtuoso, with his ultra-modern 
rhythms to his self-accomp at the 
piano, has two guitarists, a mandolin 
and a femme drummer, Doris 
Sherrill, to rcund out his whippoor- 
wills combo for dansapation. They’re 
in the Matty Malneck idiom of ad- 
vanced stylization. The rest of the 
Barn show is so much hors d’ouvres 











| although the ‘musical chairs,’ pogo 


races, racing turtles and kindred 
bucolic hokum is great b.o. for the 
city slicker trade that the Barn 
lures. AbeL 





Duke Daly band, set for summer 
at Rye Beach, N. Y.. Playland, 
signed General Amusement booking 


eeontract. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 18, 1941 








Variety Bills 





WEEK JUNE 20 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


Casa Manana 
Allan De Witt 
Ward Sis 
Calahan Sis 
| Jan Savitt Oro 


| Coceanut Grove 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 
| Jimmy Brierly 
| Mitchell Leisen Rev 
| Freddie Martin Ore 


Earl Carroll 
Dr Rockwell 

|B Minnevitch Co 

| Think-D’'k Hoffman 
|Gene Shelton 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (19) 

The Fredysons 

Simone Simon 

Al Trahan 


Paul Haakon 

Patricia Bowman 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (19) 

‘Crazy with Heat’ 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (18) 
Milton Berle 
Vincent Lopez Bd 
Joan Merrill 
ansleys ~ 
arsity 8 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (20) 
6 Willys 





Commanders 

Jack Gilford 
State Lake (20) 

Victor McLaglen 

MIAMI 

Olympia (19-22) 

Fenwick & Cook 

Sylvia & Clemence 

Vie Hyde 








Warner 


Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Club Samoa 
Mancho Orc 
Sheila Reynolds 
Rochelle Carter 
Mabel Russell 
Lynn Alton 
Los Chamacos 
Deena Clarke 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Antonita 
Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 8 
Famous Door 
Sylvan Green Ore 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (20) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Bernards & Ladies 

Bobby May 
(13) 

Les Brown Ore 
Bea Wain 
Dixie Dunbar 
B Wms & Red Dust 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (20) 
Louis Armstrong O 
Golden Gate 4 
Sonny Woods 
Ann Bak.- 
Otto Eason 
Peg Leg Bates 

e 


7 phyrs 
uis Russell 
(18) 
ob Crosby Ore 


itchmen 
Del Rios 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (20) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
Le-Ahn Sis 
C ‘Sn'ball’ Whittier 
Kay, Katya & Kay 


G Ross & J Blanche 


Gladys Tell 
Louise Glenn 
(13) 

Guy Lombardo Ore 
Bernards & Ladies 
Bobby May 
Christy & Brown 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (20) 


Roxyettes 
Romo Vincent 


Stuart Morgan Danc 


Paul Remos 
(18) 

Roxyettes 

Radio Aces 





Moke & Poke 


Truth or Conseq’ ces 








Independent 


Steve Murray 
Olive Fay 
Gibsons 

Bea Kalmus 
3 Heat Waves 


Forbidden City 


Sal Cabral Ore 
Maya Keila 

Hoo Shee 

Jue Fong 

Chin Wan 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberto Torres 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 
Aida Rodrigues 
Fay Torres 
Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 


Hickory House 


Ray Conniff Ore 
Harriet Clark 


Hotel Astor 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Juanita Rios Ore 
Connie Haines 
Pied Pipers 

Frank Sinatra 
Buddy Rich 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (19) 
Jan Peerce 
Raye & Naldi 
Con Colleano 
Earl Wrightson 
Grace Thomas 
Carlos Peterson 
Jacques Gasselin 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (19) 
Dennis Day 
4 Polkadots 
Wesson Bros 
G & B Maison 
Aggie Auld 
Apollo (20) 
Nimo Club Rev 
Moke & Poke 
Claudia McNeill 
Norton & Margo 
Sahji 
Pete Nugent 
Emory Evans 
Ovie Alston Ore 
Orlande Robeson 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Million 
Dollar Pier (20) 
Geo Whites Scandals 
Steel Pier (21-22) 
Eddie Cantor 
Olive Major 
Edgar Fairchild 
Guffy 
Gloria Gilbert 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (19) 
A. B. Marcus Show 
State (22-25) 
Katherine Westfield 
Phillips & Hall 
Gray Family 


(19-21) 


Art Carney 

Ryan & Benson 
Balabanow 4 
Royal (20) 
Lucky Melinda Ore 
Sister Tharpe 
Bobby Campbell 
Mason & Burns 
Basquette 


CAMDEN 
Towers (21-22) 
Glucksman’s Show 
Sammy White 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (20) 
Masters & Young 
Elsie, the Cow 
Jan & Janice 
Halson Boys 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (20-22) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Bob Dupont 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (20-21) 
Bryant, 
2 Barkers 
Eddie White 
Christianis 
PITMAN 
B’way (21 only) 


Olyn Landick 
Phillips & Hall 
(One to fill) 


2 Barkers 
Eddie White 
Christianis 





(One to fill) 


(One to fill) 


Don & Ruthie Lane 


Rains & Y 


Katherine Westfield 


Ziggy Elman 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 

Bea Perron 
Gwen Gary 
Sonny Tufts 
Belmont 
Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Adrina Otero 
Eleanor Knight 
Don Carlo 
Sam Amarosi 
Eleanore Knight 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Virginia Hays 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani Taea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAlpia 


WILLOW GROVE |Arturo Arturos Orc 
Willow Grove Park| Wendy Bishop 

(22 only) N y 
Bryant. Reine @ ¥ Hotel New Yorker 


Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 


Estelle & LeRoy 
Rosita Rios 
Alvarez 





Cabaret Bills 


Cordova & Villion 
Samba Sirens 
Hotel 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Jose Dominguez O 








Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Orc 
Laura Dutton 
Beachcomber 
Dick D’Amico Ore 
Chavez Orc 
Carmen D’Antonio 
Toy & Wing 
Juanita Juarez 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Frederica 
Joan Benoit 
Peagy Ellis 
Edith Lambert 
Lynn & Marianne 
Elinore Rutherford 
Dorothy Allen 
Bill’s Gay 90’e 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Cafe Pierre 
Bob Knight Ore 
Patricia Fllis 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Teddy Wilsan Ore 
Eddie South Oro 


NEW YORK CITY 


Jack Gilford 
James Copp, III 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Chateau Moderne 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 
Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricarde] Ore 
- Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Corchita 





Anita Dillon 

Ann Paige 

Hazel McNulty 
Vince Curran 
Club Gaucho 
Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 





Hazel Sentt 


Jose Perez 


Ammons & Johnson 


Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Co 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 


Bobby Byrne Ore 


Dorothy Claire 
Stuart Wade 
Hotel Plaza 


Dick Gasparre Ore 

Chiquito Ore 

Paul Haakon 

Maxine Kisor 
Hotel Roosevelt 

Jose Morand Ore 

Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Peggy Fears 


(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 


LOS A 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
George Kent 
Ann Harriett 


Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Orc 





Balladeers 


Park Central 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Hotel St. George @ 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
Jaye Martin 
Hotel St. Regis 
H Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Dean Murphy 
Ben Yost Co 
Evelyn Tyner 
Hurricane 
Joy Hodges 
Billy Vine 
Honeychile Wilder 
April Ames 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
4 


Barney Grant 
hhuster Shaver 

6 Debonairs 

Bery! Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Lillian Tours 

NTG Anniversary 
Sid Tomack 

Fred Scott 

Reis Bros 

Don Eddy 

Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Ore 


Charlie Foy'’s Club 


Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 

Jerry Lester 

Robin Walker 
Eddie Calvert 
Marian Manners 
Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 

Diana & Deila 
Neville Fleeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Grace Hayes 

Mary Reilly 

Sylvia Fielding 
Mavis Mims 





Humbertos Ba 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Palladium 
Al Donahue Ore 


Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 

Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 

Revue Parisienne 
Helen Harrisoa 
Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 


Pirates Den 


Art Wenzel 

Henry Grant 

Gaby La Fitte 

Shadrack Boys 

Marjorie Raymond 

Chet Record 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Bhumboogie 

3 Chocolateers 

Dorothy Garbo 

Mary Brian 

Lois Galloway 

Cee Pee Johnson O 

Scheherazade Cafe 

Yascha Borowski 

Alex Morison 

Sandra Karina 

Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 

Lilia Kipikona 

Sybil Thomas 

Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Miki Wiki 

Charlie Openul 

Bobby Mathews 

Johnie Bright Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 

Ben Blue 

Cully Richards 

Sid Tomick 

Reis Bros 

Benny Lessy 





Patti Moore 





Olive Sharon 
Nannette Carmen 
Jimmy Ray 
Carrie Finnell 
Millie Wayne 

— Lake Ore 
Tripoli 8 


(Continental Room) 
Del Courtney Ore 


Villa Moderne 
Bob Strong Oro 


Villa Venice 
Oriental Rev 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 
Alan Fielding Oro 
Bali-fovelies 
Juanita 
Johnny Morgasa 
Yvette 
Gerardo & Helen 
Russell Swann 
Elisse 


Ben Franklis 
Bob Castaine 
Ralph Eastwood 
Nirma Cordove 
Leo Zollo Oro 
Pauline Barry 
Leonora Sola 


Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 
Bob Carney 
Mary Joyce 
Gallagher & Rush 
Ralph Brown 
Rekoma & Loretta 
Joe Gordon 


Cadillac Tavern 
Harry Dobbs Ore 


Renaldos 

Niles & Jo-Anne 
Barbara 

Toni Serriel 
Henrique & Adri’ne 


Carroll's 


Dixie Sullivan 
Lois de Fee 
Harry Rose 
Bobby Vail 
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Cadillac Caperettes 


Charlie Gainest Orc 


16 De Shon Dancers 


Victor Hugo's Ore 
Manoa Ina 


Gene Tobin 

Bill Boyd 

Dot Garcy 

Gracie Steele 
Glamour Gis (8) 
Sunny Marston 
Edythe Sallade 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Nancy Newell 


Minstrel Tavera 


Tony Callazzo 
Windsors 
Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Helen Marriott 
Nell Dieghan’s 
Leonard Cooks 
Edison & Louise 
Chadwicks 
Betty Lawton 
Havenaires (4) 
Ray Hottinger Ore 
Vespers (2) 
Old Falls Tavern 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Andy Fletcher 
Buck Calhoun 
Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neill 
Open Door Cafe 
Artie Nolan 
Chap Nolan 
Warren Phillips 
Lillian Chapman 
Aleda Troy 
Irving Braslow Orc 
Palumbo’s 
Ralph Brown 








— 
BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


Irene Kaye 
Lavernes 

Little, Joe & Jean 
Johnny Leary 
Yvonettes 

Kay Lorraine 


Park Casino 


Pk Casino Trou'’dors 
Frank Hall 


Peacock Gardens 








(King-of-Prussia, 
Pa.) 
Gil Fitch Ore 








Charles & Celeste 


Nola Day 
Danny White 
l& Blair 


Kelly’s Stable 


Hot Lips Page Orc 
Billie Holiday 


Billy Daniels 

Stuff Smith 

King Cole Trio 
La Conga 


Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Beatrice & Capella 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Lazara & Castell’os 
Nina Orla 


Le Coq Rouge 
Jos Smith Ore 


Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Rainbow Room 
Barry Winton Orc 
Sigrid Lassen 
Clemente Orc 
Mayla 
Laing & de Mille 
Billy de Wolfe 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Orc 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Terry Lawlor 
Georges & Jalna 
Lane Bros 
Ches Hale Gls 


Fdith Roark’s 


Joe White Ore 
Henry Marko 
Helen Fox 
Mildred Kay 
Ruth Gallagher 
Chester Nelson 
Pat Bonnett 
Edith Roark 


Ruban Bleu 
Brenda Forbes 
R Dyer Bennet 
Calypso Co 
Russian Kretchma 


Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Ore 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Betty Bryant 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Gloria Hope 
Marie Spaulding 
Versailles 

N Brandwynne Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Jean Sablon 
M & R Gunsett 
Doris 

Village Barn 
Gene Austin Orc 
Sherrill Sis 
Zeb Carver 
Bud Sweeney 
Don & Ruth Lane 
Pappy Below 
Floria Vestofft 


NGELES 


Blitmore Bow! 
Jimmy Castle 
Royal Guards 
Dorothy Brandon 
Armand & Lita 
3 Dee’s 
Chuck Foster Orc 








Club 


—————— 
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Rebecca Hayes 
Encito 


House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 
Hal Chanslor 

Jean Neunier 
Gordon Bishop 

Bob Murphy 

‘It’ Cafe 
Helene 

Steve Merrill 

Dave Forrester Ore 


Macambo Cafe 





Mocambo 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Val Oman Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Orc 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 


Blackhawk 
Art Jarrett Orc 
Chris Cross 
Robinson Twins 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Eddie White Orc 


Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
3 Niblics 
Peggy Lester 
Lois LaChance 
Bob Billings 

Broadmoat 

Buddy Lake 
Honey Chile 


Betty Coeds 
Anita Page 
Jane LaVonne 
June Darling 
Sally Mayer 
Gwen Baucher 
Irene Carter 


Charlotte Buckley 

Saily Barr 

Herb Rudolphs Orc 
Brown Derby 

Harriet Norris 

Jo Ann Dare 

Mary Grant 

Ethel Brown 

Marlene Dare 

Mickey Dunn 

Advocates 

Sammy Frisco Orc 
Capitol Lounge 

4 Mills Bros 

Maurice Rocco 

Louis Jordan Ore 

Chez Paree 


John Boles 


Anna Austin 

Alice Dudley 

Jack Cole Danc *” 
Florence Leslie 


Marianne 
Judy Starr 
Evans Gls 
Colosimos 
Ralph Cook 
Frank Quatrell 
Margo 
Brucettes 
Blake & Lambert 
Evers & Dolores 
Peppy & Peanuts 
Tuckers 
Bobby Danders 
Marvelle Myler 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
{Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
~ Del Shore 
Eddie Danders Orc 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Hildegarde 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Phyliss Lynn 
Jana 
Walter 


Ore 





Ponohue 


Paul Whiteman Orc | 


Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 


Somerset House 


Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee 


Swanne inn 


Slim & Slam 
Charlie Evans 


Trianon 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Wlilshire Bowl 
Darryl Harpra Orc 


CHICAGO 


Consolo & Melba 
Nelson Sis 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 


Rogers & Morris 
Jerry Bergen 

Raul & Rose Marie 
Julio Garcia Orc 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Ding Bell Ore 
Thelma Mitchell 


Hi Hat 
Fifl D’Orsay 
Emile Boreo 
Doris DuPont 
Andree Andrea 
Lonette Sis 
Virg Vaughan 
J Manzaneres Orc 
Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens Ore 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumne: 

L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Fifi de Villerie 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Lilyan Cole 
Isobel de Marco 

Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Nan Blakstone 
Darlene Walders 
Claude & Andrea 
May Lewis 
Kretlow Gls 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
Old Heidelberg 
Sally Sharratt 
|; Heidelberg Ens 
Louie & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Jan Garber 
Eddy Howard 
ob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotei 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 


Tito Guizar 
Eddie LaBaron Ore 
Edna Sedgwick 
Andy Mayo Co 
Lydia Star 
Don Pedro Ore 
Milo Perez Ens 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Alyce Cerf 
Ceil von Dell 
Marion Kingsley 
Cleopatra . 
June March 





Honey Bee Keller 
Sparklet Gls 


Grace Gordon 
Crystal Ames 
Wilbur Rance 
Wilbur Douglass 
Wilma 


(Malaga, N. J.) 
Ray O'Day 
Cynthia Evans 
Diana Cooper 
Frances Williams 
Bobby Dale 
Frankie Schluth 


Club 15 
Harriet Hale 
Buzz Wilt 
Brooks Sis 
Barbara Stone 
Marie Kaye 
Margie Hill 
Rose Venuti 


Di Pinto’s 
Eddie Steiner 
Jack Gibson 
Eleanor Brannon 
Eddie King Ore 

Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Allida & Chico 
Johnny Parrish 
Andrina 


Chiquita 
Susan Lang” 
Carlos Reyes Ore 


Curt Weiler Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Rancheros 
Beth Challis 
Nitza & Ravell 
Maxine Loomis 
Cynthia Hare 
Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ure 
1523 Locust 
Marian Proctor 
Evelyn Bradley 
Pola Montoya 
Elaine Black 
Bubbles Shelby 
Rose Feeney 
Kay Lavery 
King’s Swing Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Bob Russell 
Vera Neva 
Michael Sandina 
Rose Gallo 
Lou Morrison 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Sigrid 
Jam Session 
Geo Verrechia 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 


Jimmy -Venuti Ore 
Frank Lester 

Bill Fields 

Joe Compo 

Vince Carson 
Young Sis (3) 
Myra Lee 

Bonnie Waters 


Mildred Kaye 
Agnes Barry 
Lido Venice 
Rollino Trio 
Carmen Tarrante 
Prince & Clarke 
Linda Leif 
Grace O'Hara 
Buddy Lewis 
Betty Hayden 
Martez & Maria 
Danny Versee Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jackie Hill 
Marian Powers 
Sally Keith 
Jerry Brandow 


Johnny & George 


Alpine Village 
Hartnells 
Blondell Twins 


Bob Copfer 

Carl Mueller 

Otte Thurn Ore 
Fl Dumpo 

Bob Manners Orc 





Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 


Cedarw’d Log Cabin 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Sid & Janice Walker 


Gregory & Raymond 


Margie George 
Artie Singer 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 


Cecil Golly Orc 
Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 
Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
Frank Murtha 
Pepper Garat 
Pen Raymond 
Murray Ann 
Roman Grille 
Joe Altie 
King & DiMarco 
Joan Arlen 
Peggy Phillips 
Rol Parker Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Loumell Morgan 
University 3 
Baby Hines 
Showboat 
Gray Family (6) 
Bernice Foley 
Fred Swift 
Willard Singley 
Harry Taylor 
Silver Fleet Inn 
Erma Lynn 
Betty Keenan 
Chie Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Harry Small 
Joe Scotty 
Silver Lake Inn 
Regina 
Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Nadia & Sasha 
Frank Hesse! Ore 
Stamp’s 
Sherman Bros & T 
Helen Wilson 
Margie Drummond 
Vie Earlson 
Stamp Trio 
Joyettes 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Swan Club 
Jerry Marcells 
Ann Howard 
Lola Claire 
Paul Rich 
Stump & Stumpy 
Henry Patrick Orc 
20th Century 
Mike Pedecin 
Men of Rhythm 
Kenny Shaffer Trio 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 


Marion Melrose 
Maurine & Norva 
Naitte Troupe 
Anthony Martin 
Al Goldecker 
Syd Golden 

Jack Smith 
Signor Carmino 


Raths’r Eldoradians 
Dave Pierson 
Wilson’s 

3 Rhythm 
Ernie Arno 
Kitaros 
Dotty Villard 
Joe IHougn 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Art Mathews 
Carita 

Yacht Club 
Kathleen May 
Ed Gavin 
Jean Bernhardt 
Dewey Ray 
Eddie Matthews 
Mary Navis 


Maniacs 





CLEVELAND 


Freddie's Cafe 
Gayle Parker 
Carol Lloyd 
McClure Walters 
Manhattanettes 

Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Orc 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 





Ambassadors Ore 
Hotel Cleveland 

George Duffy Ors 

Hotel Fenway Hall 


Johnny Cowgill 

Grant Wilson 
Hotel Hollenden 

Rolf Passer 

Marina 

Glenn Pope 

Carole Rhodes 

Sloan & Gary 

Sorelli 

Sammy Watkins O 


Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Oro 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs 
Bowery 
8 Ryan Bros 
Frances Faye 
Denisi 
Armand & Juliana 
8 Berdun Jitterbugs 
Arden Dane 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Bernie Green 
Natalie & Howard 
Mildred Perlee 
Jean Martini 
Lee Walter Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 
Hund's 


3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valent! 

Chet Everhart 
Frank Whitman O 
Club Mar-Jo 
Nelson Marionettes 
Guy Cherney 
Dancing Gaylords 
Merritt Larib Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 
Buddy Duray 

Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker 


Nebiolo’s 


Frederick & Collins 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
6 Vaneties 

Leonard Seel Ore 


Beachcomber 
Sandro D’Arnez Orc 
Wilma Cox 
Delisse & E Dwight 
Buster Keim Rev 
Blinstrub’s 
Karl Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Charlotte & Edw’ds 
Kay & Karol 
Louis & Oliver Sis 
Dorothy Deering 
Casa Manana 
Al Tory Orc 
Gary & Brent 
Mia Cahua Co 
Bob Nelson 
Casa Manana Gls 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Eddie Rio Bros 
Harriett Carr 
De! Ohrel 

Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Orc 
Stella Ray 
Amanda White 
Shirley Parker 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Hilly Paine 
Richards & Carson 
Tyrone Sis 
Beverly & Jimmy 
Hassan, 2d 
(Melody Lounge) 


Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 
Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson 
Crawfordettes 
Joe Ross 
Ina Lorraine 
Frank Fontaine 
Eddie Farrow 
fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 


Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 


Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Florence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambert 
Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 


La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 


Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jimmy Haris Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Jean Richey 


Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 


Art West 
Tip Top Gls 
Joy Harmony 





Terry Dean 


DETROIT 


Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 
Melody Ambass’dors 
McColl Sis 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 


Palm Beach 
Carl Denny 
Burgess & White 
Hal & Dolly 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Oro 
Club Royale 
Joe & J McKenna 
Bernard & Henri 
Jack Marshall 
Claire & Hudson 
Ramon & Renita 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Stan Norris Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Sande Williams Ore 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 
7 Verne’s 
Joe E Kerns 
Doris White 
Durand & Barry 
Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Hy Baron Orc 
Castrillos Orc 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Margo Good 
Coco & Dede 
Lovett & Elsa 
Mary Shriner 


BOSTON 


Hotel Essex 
Ernest Murray Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Manning 
Al Lewis 
Victor Donato 
Adele Corev 
Rita Henderson 
Don & Dario 
Yvette Arlen 


Hotel Gardner 


Burt Shaw 
Evalyn Harvey 


Hotel Lafayette 


Noblemen 
Jerry Salisbury 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) 


Don Dudley Orc 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Eddie O’Hearn Ore 

Johnny Turnbull 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 


Hotel Westminster 
(Roof Garden) 


Jimmy McHale Ore 
Harry Drake Rev 
Roof Garden Gls 
Joan Davies 
Maxene Day 

Jerry Loft 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 


Carlos Molinas Ore 
Phil Saltman Ore 
Carmen Amaya 
Larry Adler 
Cole’s Debutantes 
Valero Sis 
Ken 
Billy Mack Ore 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Oro 
Doris Abbott 
Alice O'Leary 
Leslies 
Charles & Barbara 
Raymond Pike 
Don Francisco 
The Cave 
Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Adrians 
Raymond Pike 





Stuart Frazier Ore 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 
Balconades 
John Fontaine Ore 
Bill Green’s 
Don Bester Orc 
Penny Lee 
Jerry Scott 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 

Clob Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Sidney & Ames 
Bernard 

Cork and Bottle 





Lloyd Fox 





Charles & Barbara 


PITTSBURGH 


Eddie Peyton’s 


Marty Gregor Ore 
Marion Muller 


El Chico 
Frank Andrini Ore 
Virginia Ramos 
Talavera Tr 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 


Hotel ae | 
(Silver Grill) 

Stan Rucker 4 

(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel 7th Avenue 

Bess Saunders 

Ida lola 

Everett Havdn 

Betty Donahoe 

Al Devin 


(Continued on page 52) 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





Indies Want to Cooperate 


It’s indicated that whatever militancy there was on the part of 
the committee campaigning for the indepedent ticket for Equity’s 
council quieted down after the election. Monday (9) last week the 
group huddled with the intention of formally filing charges against 
Florence Reed and ask that she be rebuked for having used her name 
as chairman of the nominating committee in mailing out material 
favoring the regular ticket. Argued, however, that instead of such ac- 
tion it would be better to forget any differences and it was agreed by 
all present that they cooperate for the welfare of Equity. 

Next day the bomb burst, when two vice-presidents and eight 
councillors resigned. 


FORGET LAMBERTSON 


Congressman William P. Lambertson, the ‘barefooted’ Re- 
publican, has given Equity another summer hangover. Last 
year at this time the Kansas representative, who was once 
quoted as saying he liked nothing better than walking in mud 
without shoes, dragged Equity into the mire by accusing seven 
councillors of being Communists or fellow-travelers. This he 
never proved, but he injected himself into Equity’s national 
election and again stirred up the talk of radicalism. 














Why an outsider like Lambertson has been permitted to so 
disrupt Equity can perhaps best be answered by the eight coun- 
cillors and two vice-presidents of the actors organization who 
last week resigned in protest against the alleged Communists. 
By not waiting for the long-delayed hearing (especially invited 
by those accused) to prove or disprove the charges of Com- 
munism, those who quit indicated themselves to be intolerant. 


Or, if the charges of Communism against certain councillors 
are true, then those who resigned virtually gave the Reds carte 
blanche to control the administration of Equity. This certainly 
does not make sense—that any group should so easily give up 
its strongest weapon against the alleged Communistic control. 
Off the council they are impotent: on it, they could have re- 
tained some voice, regardless of the number of votes against 
them. 


There are reports that those who resigned were not motiv- 
ated entirely by the election results, which placed three inde- 
pendent candidates on the council along with two regulars who 
endorsed the opposition slate. It’s rumored they declined to 
be parties to a supposed program which aims to place new re- 
strictions upon managers; also that they had an idea there’s a 
move by leaders of other actor unions to gain control of Equity 
and Chotus Equity and their combined surplus of around 
$750,000. This sounds fantastic. 

Regardless of any rumored side issues and their pique at 
Paul Dullzell, executive secretary, because he criticized 
their resignations, those who quit didn’t help Equity when 
they stood pat behind the still unproven accusations flung by 
Lambertson. From a state which sees practically no stage 
shows, and never known to have had any connection in the 
show business, Lambertson’s knowledge of Equity must be as- 
sumed to be nil or inspired. 








In view of the fact that Governmental budgetitis must have 
had a great part in the elimination of the Federal Theatre 
Project, Lambertson’s promise of further relief ‘if Equity 
cleaned its house’ should be taken with a large grain of salt. As 
a member of the House Appropriations Committee, Lambertson 
claimed the relief theatre was subsequently dropped ‘because 
of Communistic activity.’ This also has not been proved, but 
it has served as an excellent publicity springboard for the rep- 
resentative. 


There is another important element attached to Lambertson 
that must be given great consideration by those who cherish 
democracy. This would be a perusal of some of Lambertson’s 
orations in and outside of the House on the matter of foreign 
policy. Lambertson is not very far apart from the Wheelers, 
Lindberghs, Nyes, et al. He has also made references about 
certain Americans which smacked of Professor Goebbels’ propa- 
ganda machine. Lambertson is hardly a shining example of 


tolerance as defined by the Constitution of the United States. | 


If those councillors and v.p.s who quit are truly patriotic 


Equityites they will stop putting words in Lambertson’s mouth | 


and subsequently into the public prints. They will also wait 


until there is a thorough hearing on the charges of Communism | 


before flinging more mud. 


Lambertson isn’t going to solve Equity’s problems. Only 


actors can do that. 


MET OPERA IS AFTER 
EARLY TALENT PACTS 





‘Whitewash’ Set 





HAMLIN ESTATE MAY 
TAKE OVER CHI GRAND 


Chicago, June 17. 

Question of tenancy is again up 
between the Hamlin Estate and the 
Shuberts for the Grand Opera 
House. Current lease expires July 
1, with the Hamlin Estate claiming 
that it will take over operation of 
the house. 

Meanwhile, house is occupied by 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ and show is 
now scheduled to leave the theatre 
June 28, unless the Shuberts renew 
the lease. 

In actuality, the lease is signa- 
tured by Sam Gerson, who in turn 
sub-leases to the Shuberts. Grand 
has been the key Shubert house in 
town for many years. 

Should the Hamlin Estate go 
through with its intention to operate 
the house, the Shuberts would be 
down to three spots in Chicago, the 
twin Harris and Selwyn and the 
out-of-the-loop Studebaker. 

Gerson Strick’ 1 


Sam Gerson, Shubert representa- 
tive here for many years, suffered 
a serious heart attack late last week. 

He is confined to his home. 


ACTOR CHARITY 
CENTRALIZING 
PLANNED 


Various actor unions and theatri- 
cal guilds are considering a proposal 
whereby all theatrical charities will 
be centralized for distribution pur- 
poses. Plan would concern the 
money collected by the Theatre 
Authority in percentages of all 
benefit performances and which then 
remits the coin periodically to the 
Actors Fund, Stage Relief Fund and 
the several Guilds and talent unions. 


At this time TA has around $25,000 
to allocate to the charity funds of 
the associations named and an equal 
amount due. 


It is believed that by concentrat- 
ing the charity money for disburse- 
ments, duplication of payments to 
indigents would be curtailed or elim- 
inated. It is understood that appli- 
cants for aid from the guilds also 
seek aid from the Actors Fund, or 
vice versa. Proposed that the Fund 
handle all disbursements, or that a 
central committee for that purpose 
be named by the talent unions and 
charity groups. 


NEW TAX MAY STYMIE 
U.S. SHOWS IN CANADA 


A new armaments tax of 20% on 
theatre tickets has been imposed in| 
Manitoba and, if other provinces fol- | 
low suit, touring of shows in Canada 
next season-will be hazardous, 























Fighting Ennui 





Stooge in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Win- 
ter Garden, N. Y., sits in an en- 
trance and is supposed to read a 
newspaper throughout the per- 
formance. At times he becomes 
agitated and it was discovered he 
listens to the ball games at mati- 
nees, having rigged up-an ear- 
phone to a radio set. 

Gene Meredith had the assign- 
ment until he went west to join 
his wife, June Johnson, Chic’s 
daughter. 


HIGH ROYALTIES 
IRK STRAWHATS 


With the rural summer stock sea- 
son starting to blossom and most 
schedules not completed, the Sum- 
mer Stock Managers Assn. proposes 
to act in unison in the matter of 
royalty demands, which are thought 


to be excessive. In such instances 
the members are said to have agreed 
that in the event the authors want 
teo much, all will decline to use the 
plays. Association heads confabbed 
with the Dramatists Guild and 
claimed that high royalties might 
limit the number of stock spots only 
a percentage of which made any coin 
last season. Guild is reported will- 
ing to intercede with authors, if pos- 
sible. 

Highest royalty is being paid for 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ at 
$850 per week. Originally $1,000 
was asked, but a concession was 
made by Sam H. Harris, who han- 
dles the show. ‘George Washington 
Slept Here,’ handled by the same 
producer, calls for $450. Royalty 
varies according to the house ca- 
pacity, but among the highest goes 
for ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ for which $300 
plus percentage is asked. 


There seems to be differences over 
the charges for ‘The Little Foxes’ 
and ‘The Male Animal,’ controlled 
by Herman Shumlin. High rate for 
the latter, however, is not sought, it 
varying from $250 to $300. Consid- 
erably more trouble applies to the 
plays of the late Sir James Barrie. 
Estate demands $300 weekly and 
percentage and must okay the leads, 
according to the terms of his will. 
That means stock managers must 
await word from London before 
using his plays. 

Unit of ‘Meet the Wife,’ with 
Mary Boland, has also stirred things 
up. After cancelling plans to play 
the sticks, she agreed to appear, 
booked by the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica for $1,750, plus royalty of $125 
weekly. Later a royalty of $25 per 

















performance was demanded by 





Throughout Canada there is a 10% 


scriptions for the concert season call} 
for an approximate $2 top, so that} 
that boxoffice would get $1.40 per} 
ticket, 30% going to the province. 








For legit shows the tax nick would 
be the same and, if a higher top is | 
j}used, the amount of tax deducted | 
would naturally increase. 

Shows also must figure on the dif-| 
ference in exchange. Canadian | 
|money now being worth 11% less 


than American dollars. 
| 


Ticket Brokers’ Test 
Suit to Trial Sept. 22 








against Paul Moss, Commissioner of | 


Li ’ 
‘The Great Whitewash,’ one of the | Licenses, and Lewis J. Valentine, | resigned. 


|Police Commissioner of N. Y. City, 


| Rosalie Stewart, who originally pro- 
provincial tax on all tickets. Sub- | duced the play, but the stock peo- 


|of New York Theatres. 


The Metropolitan Opera Co., wast- 
ing no time, has mailed contracts to 
its members for the 1941-42 season. 

The Met contracts are demanding 
exclusive rights to the singer’s serv- 
ices for the full period of the season 
which will run 16 weeks starting in 
November. Last year contracts were 
not mailed out until September, due 
to the Met battle with the American 
Guild of Musical Artists and the ne- 
cessity of securing $1,000,000 from 
the public to continue the opera. 





Irvin Pincus. 


first straight plays due early in the | was set for Sept. 22 trial in N. Y. 
new season, has been cast with the | supreme court Monday (16), by Jus- 
exception of one femme principal. | tice Carrol G. Walter. Action seeks 
On the male end are Frank Albert-|8 injunction against the enforce- 


ment of a law by the defendants pro- 
, c q P 
son, J. C. Nugent, Teddy Hart anc | hibiting brokers from charging more 
Keenan Wynn. 


lthan a 75c advance on theatre and 
Play will try out at the Maryland, | sporting event tickets. 

independent Baltimore house, early| The brokers question the constitu- 

in September. Producers are Norman | tionality of the law, asserting it vio- 

Pincus and Otto L. Preminger, auth-|lates the 14th amendment to the 

ors being Frank Gabrielson and/Constitution, and that it will put 





‘them out of business, if enforced. 


ple say they will stick to the MCA | 
rate. 





WINIFRED LENIHAN ALSO 
OFF ADVISORY BOARDS| 


Winifred Lenihan, in 
from the Equity counci', removed | 
herself from the ticket code en- 
forcement board, made up of persons | 
representing Equity and the League 
She will | 
also be off the Equity committee on 
the Experimental Theatre. 


Miss Lenihan has been one of the; 
most active councillors and_ is 


resigning | 


who | 


among those of the council 





Chi Blackstone Dickering | 
For Billie Burke Starrer 





§ Councillors Selected By Equity 
To Replace Resignees; Statement 
By Dullzell; Lytel Demands Probe 


Up to the time a special Equity 
council meeting started Monday (16), 
called to select two new vice-presi- 
dents and eight councillors to replace 
those who so abruptly resigned early 
last week because of their belief that 
a radical element does or could con- 
trol the association, there was slight 
hope that at least some would with- 
draw their resignations but no word 
was received from them and new 
councillors were promptly selected, 


After the resignations were for- 
mally accepted, 28 names were sub- 
mitted to the council who voted in 
eight new councillors: Ben Smith, 
Evelyn Varden, Walter Gilbert, Jose 
Ferrer, Donald Randolph, Robert 
Ross, Alexander Clark and Roy Rob- 
erts. Under the rules they will 
serv? until the next annual meeting, 
late next May or early June, 1942. 
Decided that selection of two re- 
placement v.p.’s be put over until 
fall. 


Earlier attempts of Bert Lytell, 
Equity president, to persuade the re- 
signed members to reconsider were 
fruitless. He conceded this after con- 
ferring with them Thursday (12), 
After the session, those who resigned 
replied to a statement issued by Paul 
Dullzell the previous day denying 
that the council is controlled by 
Communists or Red sympathizers. 

That started another ruction. There, 
were expressions* against and favor- 
ing Dullzell’s declaration that it was 
not true that 17 members of the 
council were of the ‘new order,’ so- 
called by the disaffected 10. He 
pointed out that they did not name 
those ‘suspected’ and ‘they cannot 
name them.’ During the pro and con 
discussions over the situation it was 
ventured that if the resignees pub- 
licized those charged with being Red, 
it might be libelous. When Con- 
gressman William P. Lambertson 
named seven councillors last sum- 
mer, he had the immunity offered 
by the Congressional Record. Wini- 
fred Lenihan, one of those who se- 
ceded, reported that ‘there are 11 
members definitely on the far left 
and six were just being taken in by 
them’ 

Dullzell ‘Out of Line’ 


It was stated that Dullzell’s state- 
ment came at an ‘inopportune time’ 
and tended to further incite those 
who figure that ‘where there is 
smoke there must be fire,’ despite the 
fact that Red charges have not been 
substantiated. Contended that Dull- 
zell had no authority to issue such 
a statement and that it had been 
agreed no statement was to be issued 
by an individual. The seceders re- 
proved Dullzell in no uncertain terms 
and alluded to him as just a ‘paid 
employee.’ 

Instead of being annoyed over such 
claims, Dullzell reminded those who 
criticized that he is a duly elected 
officer of Equity, being treasurer in 
addition to being the executive sec- 
retary. He also cited a resolution 
adopted by the council last year, in 
which Lytell, Alfred Harding, who 
edits Equity’s monthly mag, and him- 
self were appointed as official 


| spokesmen for the association. Ly- 


tell had no knowledge of the Dull- 
zell statement and indicated he did 
not approve of it, but there was no 
rupture between them over the inci- 
dent. 

Legal Advice 


Dullzell said he was completely 
advised by Equity’s legal depart- 
ment that there was no alternative 
but to deny the alleged situation in 
Equity, and that he spoke not as an 
individual but for the association. 
The statement recalled that the 
council in July, 1940, during a ses- 
sion attended by most of those who 


| resigned, went on record by official- 


ly stating: ‘On behalf of itself and 
the membership, we deny emphatic- 
ally that either the Equity council] or 


Suit of some 30-odd ticket brokers | pelieved to have been dominant|™e™bership is or ever has been 


dominated and controlled by Com- 
munists.’ Dulizell continued: ‘That 
is as true today as when it was 
made. We are standing by it. 

‘It is ridiculous for those people 
to say that the ‘new order’ control 
17 members of the council . . . if 


|this charge were true, or even sub- 


Chicago, June 17. 
The Blackstone, now owned by 
Israel Slavin, is dickering to reopen 
in September with ‘The Vinegar | 
Tree,’ starring Billie Burke. 


stantially true, how better could 
they ensure control of the council 


_by this new order they fear than by 


stepping out and handing it over 


| unopposed. But I do not think these 


Slavin is now discussing deal with | charges are true and I believe that 
Henry Duffy, who will ship show in | longer and more thorough consider- 


from San Francisco, 


(Continued on page 51) 
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Jean Muir, Meisner Suffer Headaches 


Left by Walter Armitage at Suffern 


Nyack, June 17. 

Regime of Walter Armitage, which 
flopped in mid-season last summer 
at the County Theatre, Suffern, 
N. Y., has left a lot of headaches for 
Jean Muir, who is taking her first 
filing as strawhat producer. 
from the trouble with Equity, which 
capped Armitage’s disastrous venture 
and was the final blow that caused 
playhouse’s shuttering, there was a 
quantity of local ill-will generated. 
Miss Muir and Sanford Meisner, who 
will direct her productions, have got 
to put cash on the line in advance 
for everything they need, including 
telephone service. 

Miss Muir has embarked on a 
series of promotional efforts. She 
talks about the County theatre at 
the drop of a hat to Rotary clubs, 
Ladies Aid societies and any other 
organization that will listen. She 
emphasizes her desire to return to 
the standards set by Robert Cutler 
when he opened the Suffern spot as 
one of the first summer theatres in 
the country. 

Chances of the spot making money 
this year appear slim. The subscrip- 
tion list is a third of what it was in 
Cutler’s last year (1938). Miss Muir 
is aware of the lack of cash possi- 
bilities and calls it a ‘prestige season.’ 

Jose Ferrer, who finished his rec- 
ord run in ‘Charley’s Aunt’ in Maple- 
wood, N. J.; Saturday (14) after a 
long stretch on Broadway, will open 
the season at Suffern week of June 
30 in ‘The Male Animal.’ Miss Muir 
says she will appear in only one 
play, ‘Once in a Lifetime,’ with 
Hiram Sherman, the week of July 21. 


ELITCH STARTS 50TH 
YEAR WITH ‘SKYLARK’ 


Denver, June 17. 

Elitch summer theatre teed off its 
Golden Jubilee year with a sellout 
for the opener last night (16) and 
hundreds more clamoring for seats. 
Ceremonies in the «theatre were 
m.c.d by Bide Dudley, N. Y. critic, 
originally frem Denver. Speakers 
included Gov. Ralph Carr, Mayor 
Ben Stapleton and Arnold Gurtler, 
manager of the house. Started by 
John and Mary Elitch, the theatre is 
the oldest summer spot in continuous 
operation in the world. 

Donald Woods and Ruth Matteson 
are the leads this year. George 
Somnes is back for his seventh year 
as director. ‘Skylark’ is the opening 
production. 


‘Sweethearts’ Clicko In 











St. L. Operetta Series 





St. Louis, June 17. 

Victor Herbert’s ‘Sweethearts,’ 
presented four times before in the 
Municipal theatre, Alfresco Play- 
house, in Forest Park, returned for 
another one-week stand last night 
(Monday) before an opening night 
mob that grossed an approximate 
$4,500. Cass Daley, comedienne, 
who scored last season in ‘Rio Rita’ 
and ‘Naughty Marietta’ is a solid 
click in her rough house stints. 

Others making season debuts are 
Nancy McCord, a fave of several 


2% years, John Tyres, Donald Burr and 


the dance team, Harrison and Fisher. 
All won mob approval. 
Burr, a newcomer, is effective in 


Aside | 


borough, N. H—Edith Bond Stearns. 





Added Summer Theatres 


(Equity Bonded Only) 





Montowese playhouse, Indian 
Neck, Branford, Conn.—Lydia B. 
Noble. 

Fair Park Casino, Dallas, Texas.— 
J. J. Shubert, 234 W. 44th st., N.Y.C. 
—CI 6-9500. 

Iroquois theatre, Louisville, Ky.— 
J. J. Shubert, 234 W. 44th st., N.Y.C. 
—CI 6-9500. 

Sayville playhouse, Sayville, L. I. 
—Leslie McLeod and Edith Gordon, 
229 W. 42d st., N.Y.C.—WI 7-8751. 


Red Barn theatre, Westboro, Mass. 
—Rose Dresser and Robert Daggett, 
49 Elm st., Worcester, Mass. 


New Central theatre, Cedarhurst, 
L. I—Edward A. Goldberg, c/o Karl 
Bernstein, 1250 Sixth ave., N.Y.C.— 
CI 7-7151. 


Brighton theatre, Brighton Beach, 
N.Y.—Edward A. Goldberg, c/o Karl 
Bernstein, 1250 Sixth ave., N.Y.C.— 
CI 7-7151. 

Martha's Vineyard playhouse, 
East. Chop, Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. 
—Neil McFee Skinner, c/o Martha 
Davis Coe, 240 E. 15th st., N.Y.C— 
GR 5-2607. 


Newport Casino, Newport, R. I— 
Edward Massey, 44 W. 44th st. 
N.Y.C——MU 2-8060. 

Brattle Hall, Cambridge, Mass.— 
Lee Falk and John Huntington. 

Peterborough players, Peter- 


Braddock 
Decker and 


Mountain theatre, 
Heights, Md.—James 
Haskell Coffin, Jr. 

Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, Pa.— 
Jasper Deeter. 


Harbour Playhouse, Marion, Mass. 
—Cledge Roberts. 





Garden Pier’s Policy 


Garden Pier theatre, Atlantic 
City, will open June 30 on a rotary 
stock basis, first bookings for the 
house to get- Wee & Leventhal 
shows. Pier theatre is under lease 
to Ben Jacobson, Philadelphia show- 


man. Rube Bernstein, who will be 
the manager, has a one-third in- 
terest. 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
will be the opening show. Present 
schedule is to play nine  per- 
formances weekly, matinees on 
Saturday and Sunday. 





WM. DORBIN BETTER 
Rochester, N. Y., June 17. 

William Dorbin, actor, who suf- 
fered a heart attack after appearing 
here April 20 in ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ with the Alexander 
Woollecott company, left the High- 
land Hospital last Friday (13) and 
returned fo his farm home in Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. 

He had been in the hospital seven 
weeks, 





Barnyard Chatter 

‘Around the World in 80 Days,’ an 
oldie adaptation of the Jules Verne 
book, may be tried out this summer 
at Westport, Conn. Richard Skinner 
owns the rights and may do a cos- 
tume production of the show on 
Broadway in the fall. 








Play Out of Town 
Whistling for a Wind 


Pasadena, June 10. 

Drama in two acts by DeWitt Bodeen; 
staged by Maxwell Sholes; set by Donald 
Finlayson; supervised by Gilmor Brown. 
Presented by Pasadena Playhouse Associa- 
tion at the Pasadena Community Play- 
house. 

Cast: Tom Gregory, Lisbeth Menagh, 
Betsy Jones, Mary Alyce Harnish, Lyle 
Wasserkrug, Teddi Sherman, Darlene Mat- 
thews, Clyde Wilson, Robert Stark, Nor- 
man Wilnor, Maxine Chevalier, Ellanora 
Needles, Russell Arms, William Royal 
Griffin, Joan Yendesa, Ruth Mallory, Leslie 
Stuart, Louise Allbritton, Robert G. Rock- 
well, John Hoffstadt, Jane Cowan, Chand- 
ler McClure, Maudie Doyle, Jane Wililams, 
Arlene Friedrich, 


‘Whistling for a Wind,’ by DeWitt 
Bodeen, which opened at the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse, is far 
above average little theatre offerings 
and, with some rewriting and gen- 
eral tightening, would have a chance 
in standard legit. Inclusion of a 
little more romance and a diminu- 
tion of the tragic overtones inherent 
in any war play would make it, 
compared to most of the war films 
Hollywood has turned out, a good 
bet for pictures. 

Action takes place on a single set, 
the crypt of a great cathedral in 
London. Here a score of people 
come for refuge in an air raid. Here, 
at the end of the first scene, they 
are trapped by a violent bomb blast 
which blocks all exits. In the sec- 
ond scene, as they face death (they 
are rescued in the end), the charac- 
ter of each is skillfully dissected. 


Characters include a_ British 
officer, who admits that his heroism 
is stimulated only by liquor; a 
comely lady of the evening, who 
gives her life to save that of an 
orphan lad when the bomb strikes; 
a cynical, hard noblewoman who 
scoffs at those who call upon God 
for help; a munitions maker, cower- 
ing in terror because he knows the 
effectiveness of the explosive he 
gave Hitler the money to manufac- 
ture; an idealistic young American 
ambulance driver; a society doctor 
who encounters his estranged wife 
with a bitter French officer in the 
bomb shelter; a young American 
woman war correspondent; a half- 
mad girl pianist blinded by an 
earlier air raid; a Dutch aviator who 
lives only to fight for the Royal Air 
Force over Holland; a woman church 
warden who loses her faith; a mid- 
Victorian mother who dotes on Jane 
Austen; a brilliant boy artist whose 
parents have been killed and a dis- 
traught widow who takes everything 
with insane calm and can forget the 
terrors of war in the pages of any 
good murder mystery. 


There is tragedy and comedy in 
Bodeen’s play. There is no propa- 
ganda for war, although the bitter- 
ness of living ingloriously in bomb 
shelters is something of an argu- 
ment against war. Robert Stark, 
Maxine Chevalier, Ellanora Needles, 
Joan Yendes, Arlene Friedrich and 
Jane Cowan do the best work. Max- 
well Sholes’ direction is excellent. 
Donald Finlayson’s set is especially 
effective. 


Strawhat Plays 


VILLAGE GREEN 




















Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Carl Allensworth; staging by Felix Jacoves; 
setting, A. A. Ostrander. At the Ridgeway 
theatre, White Plains, N. 4 opening 
June 16, ’41, 

Judge Homer W. Peabody...Frank Craven 
OO WOOT. 66 oiccccidvecice Seth Arnold 
Margaret Peabody............ Helen Carew 
Harriet Peabody....ccscseces Peggy O'Donnell 
Jeremiah Bentham............. John Craven 
EY MONOD. cnt sevccenacrvcceel Albert Vees 
Rev. Horace Shurtleff....Marshall Bradford 
Wrenter GGGNIN. . hc ccvbee seve Joaquin Souther 
EMOEt GRMOP, . onciaccaeeecess Henry Jones 
Bmrmony Godin... cccsccscceccccd Ann Dere 
George BOOEUIN: 3 .<00nscacecee en Garry 


Boy Scout..............ec0e0e0+.Junior Olney 
Rev. Arthur McKnight.......Lewis Martin 
Re Kc: eaddae bake ome ce Norman Lloyd 





Gladys Hurlbut has completed two | 
new plays, ‘Storm’ and ‘Star Bright.’ | 
Latter is not to be confused with! 





a comedy role. Eula Morgan 
clicks in the role of Dame Paula. 
Ditto, Howard Freeman. 

The warbling chores capably 
handled by Miss McCord, Miss 
Taylor, John Tyres and William 
O’Neal. Standout in support is 
Joseph Macaulay. 

Beset by rain and cold weather, 
‘New Orleans,’ the Romberg-Ham- 
merstein musical romance, finished 
its initial 11-night stand Sunday (15) 
with estimated take of $52,000. One 
performance was washed out by 
rain and because of the low tem- 
perature and threats of rain biz was 
below normal. Raves were tossed 
by local crix and piece is skedded 
for a New York presentation by 
Max Gordon next fall. 





Summer Tryout 


(June 18-28) 


——. 


‘Village Green,’ by Carl Allens- 
worth, with Frank Craven, at Ridge- 
way theatre, White Plains, N. Y. 





‘Bright Star,’ which was done on | 
Broadway several seasons ago. | 
| ‘Male Animal,’ with James 
and Joyce Arling, will be the open- | 
ing production, July 7, at Martha’s 
| Vineyard Playhouse. Neil McFee 
| Skinner will be manager-director 
| this season. 








Rudolph Field, New York book 
publisher and radio producer, is in 
the market for a comedy-drama to 
fit, he states, ‘a Hollywood actress 
now in the east.’ Actress in ques- 
tion, it’s presumed, is Judith Allen, 
whom Field recently wed. 





Margot Stevenson, recently with 
Warner Bros., will play the leads in 
‘Male Animal’ and ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ at Ivoryton, Conn. 





Phil Baker to head a Chicago com- 
pany of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ this sum- 
mer, 





Gregory Morton, Katherine Cale, 





(18-21). 


Henry Buckler, set for ‘Lost Colony,’ 


Bell}. , : 
€‘\as a judge carries the play past its 





“Village Green’ is a homey rustic 
comedy, light as thistledown, yet 
with sufficient punch to warrant a 
Broadway run. The comedy is sure- 
fire for pix, apparently being de- 
Signed with some such idea in mind. 
Excellent acting by Frank Craven 


few rough spots, 

Yarn concerns a jurist-Democrat 
running for the 10th successive time 
for the Senate in a Republican 
county. The rest concerns the death 
of the Republican opponent two days 
before election, the withdrawal of op- 
position candidates in return for the 
promise of graft, the ensuing com- 
plications in which the judge's 
daughter is represented mistakenly 
as having her naked body’ painted by 
her suitor in the Town Hall, the re- 
fusal of the judge to remove the 
painting and his sudden desire to be- 
come a crusader for the right of free 
expression in his rural community. 

First act, divided into two scenes, 
runs over an hour and could stand 
tightening. Second act is slow, has a 
smash finish. 

Running Craven a close contest for 
acting honors is Seth Arnold as the 
village ne’er-do-well. Helen Carew 
goes over as the judge’s wife though 
Peggy O’Donnell as the daughter, 
strains for effect. John Craven is no 
more than adequate as the suitor, 





Waterside theatre, Manteo, N. C, 


(Continued on page 52) 





Lakewood, Me., First NE. Strawhat 
Open; Others in End-of-June Rush 





Boston, June 17. 
With the opening of the Lakewood 
Theatre in Skowhegan, Me., May 31, 
the strawhat season got underway 
in New England. For that matter, 
Lakewood will be playing the silo 
circuit solo around here until June 
21, when the Town Hall in Westboro, 

Mass., reopens for another season. 
Ann Mason was starred in ‘Sky- 
lark,’ the Lakewood opener, with 
Russell Hardie and Flora Campbell. 
On June 30, the Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass., starts operating with 


‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
starring» Charles Butterworth. One 
new play is already slated for Den- 
nis—‘Comedienne,’ by Ivor Novello, 
week of July 21, co-starring Con- 
stance Collier and Gloria Stuart 
Although the final three weeks are 
not yet booked here, the schedule 
includes: C. Aubrey Smith in ‘Old 
English’; Moss Hart taking the title 
role in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’; 
Paul Robeson in ‘Emperor Jones’; 
Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood in ‘Old 
Acquaintance’; and Luise Rainer in 
‘A Kiss for Cinderella.’ Cape Play- 
house, managed by Richard Aldrich, 
had its best season last year, with 
no tryouts, 


Also on June 30 the “Keene 
(N.H.) Summer Theatre, directed 
by Freeman Hammond; and the 
North Shore Players in Marblehead, 
Mass,, will start off. Blake Johnson 
will be general manages, and Ar- 
thur Pierson, director, at Marble- 
head. Penciled in for the week of 
Aug. 11 here are Alexander Wooll- 
cott and Harpo Marx in a revival 
of ‘Yellow Jacket.’ 


South Shore Players, ‘in the town 
hall of Cohasset, Mass., will also 
bow in June 30, with Mrs. Alex- 
ander Dean and Fred Burleigh. No 
schedule announced yet. 
~ Mrs. Walter Hartwig will reopen 
the Ogunquit (Me.) Playhouse 
June 30 with ‘Something Gay,’ by 
Adelaide Heilbron and __ starring 
Betty Furness. 


Same Spots as Last Year 


Strawhat list remains quite intact 
this year, with Rye Beach, Tam- 
worth, Peterborough, Whitefield, 
and New London in New Hamp- 
shire; Fitchburg, Cambridge, Chat- 
ham, Provincetown, Gloucester, 
Stockbridge, Holyoke, Springfield, 
Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard in 
Massachusetts; and Harrison and 
Portland in Maine. 


Scanty, advance info on hand in- 
dicates a trend to a few more try- 
outs than were seen in this sector 
last summer, but the main stands 
will again rely chiefly upon estab- 
lished hits of the past two years for 
their b.o. draws. 


Prospects of trade at the hayloft 
houses have the managers guessing. 
While some of the big-shot busi- 
nessmen will not be able to get 
away from their jobs this season— 
maybe their wives will; and a hope- 
ful note is the new spending set 
which has sprung out of the de- 
fense industry. 





Berkshire’s Name Sked 


Stockbridge, Mass., June 17. 
Ruth Chatterton, in ‘Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow,’ will open the 10- 
week summer season at the Berk- 
shire Playhouse June 30. 


Among the other plays and play- 
ers slated for this house: Tallulah 
Bankhead in ‘Her Ca¥dboard Lover’; 
Eva LeGallienne in ‘Hedda Gabler’: 
C. Aubrey Smith in ‘Old English,’ 
which he is playing at other straw- 
hats; Grace George in ‘Miss Nelly of 
N’Orleans’; Jane Cowl and Peggy 
Wood in ‘Old Acquaintance,’ also 
slated at other New England strawhat 
spots; and a revival of ‘The Beggar 
on Horseback,’ in which the Amer- 
ican Ballet Theatre Group, headed 
by Anton Dolin, Nana Gollner and 
Lucia Chase, will perform ‘A Kiss 
in Zanadu.’ 


Resident company will include 
Robert Allen, Whitner Bissell, Ellen 
Hall, Lewis Martin and Judy Par- 


rish. Alexander Jones will design 
the sets. 





Ogunquit’s Name Femmes 
Ogunquit, Me., June 17. 
Fritzi Scheff, Fay Wray, Anna 
Sten and Estelle Winwood appear 
on the roster of players at the Ogun- 
quit Playhouse for first four pro- 
ductions this season. The early sea- 
son plays: July 7, Dorothy Sands 
and Donald McDonald in ‘By Your 


| Leave’; July 14, Fay Wray in ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’; July 21, Anna 
Sten in ‘Nancy’s Private Affair’; 
July 28, Estelle Winwood, Fritzi 
Scheff and Zolya Talma in ‘Ladies 
in Retirement.’ 

Included in the yesident company 
here are: Daisy Atherton, Madeleine 
Clive, Lowell Gilmore, William 
Swetland, Owen Martin, Roger Con- 
verse, William Beck, Elfrida Der- 
went and Grace Briscombe. 





Ted Hammerstein at Spa 


Ted Hammerstein will operate the 
Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, N.Y., 
this summer. Hope Lawder, who 
managed the house for two seasons, 
has stepped out. Spot did not fare 
any too well despite the race crowds 
during August. 

Miss Lawder was wed to George 
Ritchie, byliner on the N.Y. Sun, 
several months ago. 





Swing Offenbach 
Westport, Conn., June 17. 

Swing version of Offenbach’s ‘La 
Belle Helene,’ with Anne Brown and 
all-sepia cast, follows Tallulah Bank- 
head in ‘Cardboard Lover’ on Law- 
rence Langner’s County Playhouse 
sked. 

Musical, by Herbert Kingsley, subs 
for Ruth Gordon-Dennis King show 
pulled because of Miss Gordon’s de- 
parture for Hollywod. 





Strawhat Cave-In 


Clinton, Conn., June 17. 

Present indications are that this 
village will be without its strawhat 
this season. Andrews Memorial, 
$150,000 structure that has housed 
summer troupes past several seasons, 
will probably be dark this year un- 
less somebody steps in at short no- 
tice. 

Horace Sinclair, New York opera- 
tor, was originally skedded to hold 
the reins here for 1941, but took a 
powder when finances went sour. 
Following Sinclair’s. exit, others 
dickered for the spot, but the deals 
fell through. 


Merivale’s St. L. Date 


St. Louis, June 17. 

Philip Merivale, who was co- 
starred with Ina Claire last winter 
in the Broadway production of ‘The 
Talley Method,’ will repeat the role 
at the Civic theatre, St. Louis County 
strawhatter, starting July 8. 

Admish scale will be tilted dur- 
ing his p.a., and the advance also will 
apply when other names appear. 
Fourth season of the Civic tees off 
Tuesday (24) with presentation of 
‘Two On.An Island,’ Gordon Carter 
directing. 


Chapel Opens June 28 
Guilford, Conn., June 17. 

Chapel Playhouse here unfurls 
June 28 for 10-week season. First in 
is Fay Wray in ‘There’s Always 
Juliet... Following is Anna Sten in 
‘Nancy’s Private Affair’ (July 7); 
Henry Hull in ‘Dear Brutus’ (July 
14). 

House is operated by Nate Beers, 
in association with Olsen and John- 
son. James Neilson will direct all 
productions. 





3 Tryouts in New Milford 


New Milford, Conn., June 17. 

Theatre-in-the-Dale, opening a 10- 
week season here July 2, will offer 
three tryouts during the summer. 
‘Mr. Timpkins,’ by David Carroll, 
will be tested beginning July 16; 
an untitled new one by Jean Archi- 
bald will be presented starting July 
30, and ‘Baggage Coach Ahead,’ by 
Ed Dorsey, will open Aug. 20. 

Louis Townsend, producer, had 
the theatre when it was located at 
Marbledale, Conn. 





Sirening at Sundown 


Holiywood, June 17. 
Gene Tierney was picked for the 
siren role in ‘Sundown,’ the tale 
of Africa to be produced by Walter 
Wanger for release by United Art- 
ists. Filming had been delayed for 
several days while the producer 

ruminated about the femme lead. 
Troupe, numbering 9145... left . for 
Acoma Rock, N. M., where most of 
the outdoor scenes will be shot in the 
next three weeks, with Henry Hath- 
away _ directing. Bruce Cabot, 








George Sanders and Joseph Calleia 
have the top male parts. 
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Equity's $551,720 In Assets 





Financial report on Equity showed that its assets total $551,720, 


surplus being $379,882. 


Cash on hand in banks is elose to $268,000 


and it has been suggested that $100,000 should be invested to more 
advantage than remaining on deposit. 

Net income for the last fiscal year was $28,068, an increase of over 
$5,000 from the net of the previous year. Actually it was around 


$27,000, but $4,000 was written off. 


Latter sum included an advance 


to the Associated Actors & Artistes of America for its benefit show. 
That flopped and the loan is uncollectable, 














Equity’s 








ation of the situation would have 
convinced them that their resigna- 
tions were as unnecessary as they 
were unwise.’ 


Position of Alan Hewitt, who was 
not named on the regular ticket and 
as a result headed the opposition 
slate and was one of three indies to 
be elected, was touched upon. Dullzell 
contended his record on the council, 
lack of Communistic affiliations, ab- 
sence of any proof to the contrary 
of his denial of the Lambertson 
charges, indicated he had been dis- 
criminated against by the congress- 
man, who had retracted definite al- 
legations against Hewitt. 


Not ‘Repudiated’ 


Dullzell also stated that the seced- 
ers should have taken into consid- 
eration that the straight vote for 
the regular ticket was about two to 
one more than the straight vote for 
the indies, which would prove they 
have not been ‘repudiated’ as they 
believe. He concluded with: 


‘Again I repeat that there has not 
been in all the years I have known 
the council any indication that it or 
any decision it has made has been 
influenced by Communist or any 
un-American beliefs. The state- 
ment that it is now so controlled is 
entirely unfounded and untenable. 
A further consideration of these cir- 
cumstances might well, I believe, 
lead them to accept the urgent and 
unanimous opinion of the present 
council and of President Bert Lytell 
that they reconsider and withdraw 
their resignations.’ 

Unlooked for were the resigna- 
tions of councillors who have pre- 
viously strongly supported Dullzell. 
When a year or so ago, after re- 
covering from illness, Dulzell hand- 
ed in his resignation, most of them 
asked him to remain. The situation 
now is ironic, because he is not in a 
position to walk out, nor is Lytell, 
who first refused to take the presi- 
dency and then was prevailed upon 
to accept. 

Basis of Trouble 


Present trouble may have started 
about six years ago with the group 
that was identified as the Actors 
Forum. At that time seven were 
nominated on the regular ticket for 
council with the evident. assent of 
former president Frank Gillmore. 
There were changes made _ in 
Equi’y’s policy that eventually led 
to a pact with the managers not to 
adopt further regulations. What the 
deal was that placed the ‘insurgents’ 
in the council was never clarified. 

However, out of that bunch of 
councillors, only Philip Loeb, who 
was re-elected, remains. The others 
were Burgess Meredith, Mary Mor- 
ris, Victor Kilian, Frances Farmer, 
Albert Van Dekker and George 


Heller. Heller is now an _ of- 
ficer in the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. Meredith be- 





came acting president of Equity, but 
withdrew after about five months. | 
He is said to have stated later that 
he was ‘worked upon’ by radicals | 
and upon realization of ‘party front’ | 
methods, a Communist expression, | 
he left the post. 
Reported that Loeb, who is in Chi- 
cago with ‘My Sister Eileen,’ de- | 
clined to be quoted on the elec- 
tion and the aftermath. Also that | 
he is more insistent than ever that 
charges he is a ‘fellow traveler’ 
of the Reds be heard before an im- 
partial board, whether Washington 
acts on the newest demand for an 
investigation or not. Loeb reiterates 
his position and _ resents being 
dragged into the present upheaval. 


Lytell’s Plea for Probe 


Friday (13) Lytell sent another 
telegraphic appeal to Washington for 
an investigation of Communistic 
charges. His message was addressed 
to Congressman Joseph Starns, act- 
ing chairman of the Dies Committee. 
Starns may head the committee, as 
Representative Martin Dies is cam- 
Paigning in Texas for the Senate. 
The message: 

The statement of those who re- 
s‘gned follows: 


8 New Councillors 


=a ontinued from page 49 





‘Mr. Lytell has been urging our 





reconsidering the resignations which 
we delivered to the Council of 
Equity, but today he, himself, ac- 
knowledges that his request of us has 
been negated by Mr. Paul Dullzell’s 
statement to the papers this morn- 
ing. This statement was issued 
without authorization of or consul- 
tation with Mr. Lytell, our president. 
It was made by a paid employee 
whose salary depends on his appoint- 
ment by the council, which we con- 
tinue to maintain is communistically 
controlled. This statement contains 
several misstatements of fact, Mr. 
Dullzell knows that far from ‘retract- 
ing’ his carges against Mr. Hewitt, 
Mr. Lambertson has reiterated them 
in two letters during the campaign. 


‘Mr. Dulizell, n private conver- 
sations with each and every one of 
us, has repeatedly expressed his con- 
viction that the Communists were 
gaining control of Equity. We will 


Denies AFRA Angle 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In last Week’s Variety it was 
stated that my purpose in sup- 
porting the independents was to 
gain a foothold in Equity to as- 
sure AFRA control of television. 
As a member of AEA, AFRA and 
SAG, interested in the welfare 
of each of these unions solely in 
relation to the membership, I 
wish to state that at no time 
during the independent campaign 
did the question of television or 
anything pertaining to affiliate 
jurisdictional matters arise. 


My only purpose in supporting 
the independents was predicated 
on the right of the democratic 
process to work. I feel I have 
as much obligation to partici- 
pate in Equity affairs as any 
other member working at pres- 
ent in the theatre. This is for 
the record, and anything you can 
do to correct it will be deeply 
appreciated. 





Paul Stewart. 
Seneca ee 











not reconsider our resignations un- 
less and until the members accused 
by Congressman Lambertson tender 
their resignations pending a Govern- 
ment investigation.’ 


Election Close 


Figures of the tellers who counted 
the votes prove that it was a close 
election. Equity has around 2,000 
(although the annual report places 
the total at 2,576) paid-up members 
and nearly 1,000 cast their ballots, 
much more than usual. Had arn ab- 
normal number of votes not been 
thrown out, the election would have 
turned out differently and the pres- 
ent situation less involved. Principal 
reason why many ballots were im- 
proper came about because for the 
first time the ballot (for the regular 
ticket) had 17 names (15 for five- 
year terms and two replacements) 
instead of the usual 10 candidates. 

There were 11 people to be elected, 
but some members voted for all 17 
which ballots were voided. Others 


|failed to signature the envelopes 


containing the ballots. Number of 


| yotes thrown out was 79, which in- 


cluded 41 not paid up or juniors. It 


| was the 38 remaining that decided 


the election so far as three defeated 
regulars were concerned, Out of that 
number, 26 votes were for a straight 
ticket and 12 for the straight op- 
position ticket. Had the 26 regular 
votes not been invalidated, Robert T. 
Haines and Arthur Pierson, who got 
380 votes each, would have defeated 
both Hewitt and Myron McCormick, 
two of the three indies who won with 
votes of 391 and 385, respectively, 
even if the 12 opposition tickets were 


| not thrown out. In addition 12 votes 


received by mail from the Coast ar- 
rived too late. All appeared to be for 
the regular ticket. Both Maida Reade 
and E. J. Blukall, long on the coun- 
cil, ran considerably behind others 
on the regular ticket. As revealed 
before, all the regulars elected were 
well ahead of the best count for the 
winning indies. 





| 
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‘CHOC. SOLDIER’ BIG 
$30,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, June 17. 

Considerable confusion—and also 
cash—around the Curran last week, 
where John Charles Thomas, in 
‘Chocolate Soldier,’ filled the till for 
estimated $30,000. Confusion oc- 
curred opening night, when some 
press and radio reps were told their 
seats had been sold and were turned 
away. 

Also considerable dissension over 
change in original plans to hold the 
show two weeks, first in the L. A. 
Civic Opera series strong enough to 
take another stanza. For reasons 
unfathomable, second week was can- 
celled in favor of one-night stands in 
Sacramento and Fresno, with prob- 
able Seattle and Portland dates to 
follow. House is therefore dark, 
waiting for ‘Cabin in Sky,’ due in 
Monday (23). 


CHI MOSTLY OK; 
‘HELLZ’ $20,000 


Chicago, June 17. 

Three of the shows in town held 
up well last week, while ‘Accent on 
Youth’ remains in the cellar. But 
the remarkable thing about this show 
is that, despite the poor trade, the 
play is continuing in the Selwyn. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ after five weeks in 
the mammoth Auditorium, moved 
into the loop Erlanger Sunday (15) 
and should run along there at a bet- 
ter audience pace. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Accent on Youth,’ Selwyn (2d 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Low top not 
helping this one much and it’s pretty 
much of a struggle at $5,000. Hoping 
for word-of-mouth to perk things. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand 
(10th week) (1,200; $2.75). Showed 
considerable strength last week’ and 
came up with quoted $12,300. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Auditorium (5th 
week) (4,000; $3.30). Under capacity 
by a wide margin, but still in the 
black at $20,000. Moved to the Er- 
langer (1,400 seats) Sunday (15). 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (17th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Running along 
smoothly and no indication of quit- 
ting; $9,500. 


‘Peonle,’ Fair $11,000, 
Ends Hub Legit Season 


Boston, June 17. 
Legit season closed down here 
Saturday (14) when ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple’ completed a three-week run. 
Final stanza rang up fair estimated 
$11,000, not enough to make a fourth 
frame tempting. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 18-28) 























‘Aceent on Youth’—Selwyn, Chi- 


cago (18-21). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 


Grand, Chicago (18-28). 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 


—Philharmonic aud., Los Angeles 
(18-21); Alcazar, San Francisco 
(23-28). 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (John Charles 
Thomas)—Curran, San Francisco 
(18-22). 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Aud., Chicago (18- 
28). 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Florence 
Reed)—Flatbush, Brooklyn (18-22). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Cass, Detroit (18-28). 

‘Male Animal’ (Phillips Holmes)— 
Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (24-1). 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North’—Windsor, 
Bronx, N. Y. (18-21); Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (24-1). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, 
cago (18-28). 

‘No Time for 
Lederer)—Alecazar, 
(19), 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke, Paul 
Cavanagh)—Alcazar, San Francisco. 

‘White Cargo’—Capitol, New Bri- 
tain, Conn. (18-21). 


Name Concert Dates 


(June 18-28) 


Chi- 


(Francis 
Francisco 


Comedy’ 
San 








Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Stadium, N. Y. (26-27). 

Paul Robeson—(Hugh. Ross con- 
ducting), Stadium, N. Y. (23). 

Artur Rubinstein—(Artur Rodzin- 
ski conducting), Stadium, N. Y. (19). 

Albert Spalding — (Alexander 
Smallens conducting), Stadium, N. 
Y. (21). 

Alec Templeton (Alexander Hils- 
berg conducting), with Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Robin Hood Dell, Phila- 
delphia (24). 





| 


Bway List Shorter, But Biz Better; 
Claudia, ‘Eileen,’ 114 G, Son’ Slips 





Rain helped Broadway legit last! 
week. List is growing smaller stead- | 
ily, but most of better shows are 
drawing quite satisfactory grosses. 


Estimates fer Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R) 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce),| 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton| 
(23rd week) (CD-938; $3.30). Claims | 
to have beeen slightly underquoted 
and that the weekly gross is close 
to $16,500 right along. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (18th week) (C- 
712; $3.30). Not worrying about this 
comedy playing through summer and 
improvement noted last week, with 
the gross claimed around $11,500; 
certainly in the money. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(143rd week) (R-1,671; $3.30). One 
of three musicals remaining on the 
list; continues to pile up profits, al- 
though considerably under winter 
gross levels; around $17,000. } 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre. Final | 
and 40th week; dropped under $4,000; 
was not rated among summer pos-| 
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‘CABIN’ HEFTY $32,000 


IN L.A., FESTIVAL 1256 


Los Angeles, June 17. 

Heavy demand for tickets to 
‘Cabin in the Sky,’ with Ethel 
Waters and the original N. Y. cast, 
prompted promoters of spring oper- 
etta festival at Philharmonic to hold 
it a second week. First week 
clicked off estimated $32,000. 

Five weeks of operettas and 


‘Cabin’ garnered approximately 
$125,000. 








| (D-1,520; $3.30). 
| for 


| 





Father,’ $21,000, Big 


In 2d Detroit Week| 





Detroit, June 17. 

Continuing its brisk pace here, 
‘Life With Father’ fell off only slight- 
ly from its record-breaking first 
week at the Cass. In its second week 
at the $2.75 top. ‘Father’ registered 
more than $21,000 on the heels of 
the initial $22,000, which still kept 
the play slightly ahead of the previ- 
ous record at the price established 
by John Barrymore in ‘My Dear 
Children.’ 

Appears likely the Dorothy Gish- 
Louis Calhern troupe will round out 
an eight-week stay at the house. 





‘Blossom’ Preems Dallas 
Alfresco Operetta Season 


Dallas, June 17. 

Off to a good start with the pre- 
miere Thursday night (12), the 10- 
week season of ‘operetta under the 
stars’ being presented at Fair Park 
Casino promises to be a financial 
success. The presentation is by J. J. 
Shubert and the State Fair of Texas 
Assn, 

With dignitaries of the southwest 
present, the series opened with 
‘Blossom Time.’ Cast includes 
Everett Marshall, Frank Hornaday, 
Donald Gage, Barbara Scully, Mil- 
dred Allen, Marriet Hutchins, 
Martha Errolle, Wilbert Liebling, 
Leonard Ceely, Nils Landine, Alex 
Alexander, Alfredo Seville, Marice 


sibilities; should do well on road on 
strength of Broadway stay. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (M-1,375; 
$4.40). Suspended for summer, but 
boxoffice open and mail orders for 
autumn dates are being received. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (83rd 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Last season 
comedy standout still much in the 
going with gate mounting again; 
over $14,000; extra space ads being 
used to attract visitors. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial. 
Closed Saturday (14) after complet- 
ing a run of 56 weeks; business down 
around $15,000; tours in fall. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (87th week) (C-1,013; $2.20). As 
list grows slimmer attendance here 
should pick up; dipped under $7,000 
last week, but still expected to play 
through summer. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (25th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Among the 
season’s winners, with grosses hold- 
ing to good profitable levels both 
ways; quoted over $11,500. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (12th week) 
Ticket sale extends 
several weeks,. but attendance 
c°ain dropped; estimated under $8,- 

0 


uw 
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‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (25th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). One of the surviv- 
ing musicals that should benefit with 
the summer suspension of ‘Lady in 


the Dark; over $16,000, which 
provides fair profit. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (33rd 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Vied with 


‘Lady’ for leadership until lately and 
figures to jump with that show out 
of the summer running; around $23,- 
500: big Monday. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (64th 


week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Has been 
making some profit lately, though 
eased off steadily of late; under 


$4,500, but management still claims 
it will stick. 

‘Snookie,’ Golden. Yanked Satur- 
day; played two weeks less one night; 
doubtful if gross bettered $1,000 last 
week. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(8th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Because 
it can operate to small money may 
stick, but gross has been slipping; 
estimated around $4,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (29th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Import is 
still attracting satisfactory business, 
but down from early spring levels; 
better last week; $11,500. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (llth 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Commands 
best business among straight plays 
and is aimed into next season; hardly 
= to date; approximately $19,- 


Revival 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(C-1,402; $3.30). Final and 15th 


week; excellent engagement; topped 
Straight plays for time; last week 
dipped under $12,000. 




















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














Jones, Douglas Leavitt, Zella Rus- 
sell, Harry K. Morton, Eleanor Lut- 
ton, Walter Johnson, Melissa Mason, 
Ruthanna Boris and Camille Cat- 
telle. 





Treasurers Officers 





At the annual meeting of the | 
Treasurers & Ticket Sellers Union | 
last week, Walter O’Connor was re- 
elected president, George Ashby, | 
vice-president; James J. Murphy, | 
secretary-treasurer, and Morrie Sea- | 
man, business agent. Named as 
trustees: Hugh McGauley, Frank 
Frayer and Charles Bowman. 

There was a contest over candi- 
dates to the executive council, but 
all six were renamed: Arthur 
Wright, Herman Lewin, Jerome 
Flynn, Harry Nelmes, Charles Mur- 
phy and Frank Boga. 





‘Vinegar’ 514G in S. F. 
San Francisco, June 17. 

Fourth week of ‘Vinegar Tree,’ 
with Billie Burke, at Henry Duffy’s 
Curran here got a slim estimated 
$5,500. 

Comedy rides fifth stanza, how- | 
ever, until ‘Citizen Kane’ vacates the | 
El Capitan in Los Angeles, ‘Vinegar | 
Tree’ moving in a day later, June 26. | 

















EDDIE! 
GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 
“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
ON TOUR 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way. New York 
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Louis Sobol Lets Down His Hair (7) 

Louis Sobol, columnist for the 
N. Y. Journal-American, hearkened 
back to the prohibition era June 13 
with the frankest confession yet by 
any newspaperman anent the kow- 
towing of the Broadway scribes to 
the hoodlums of the speakeasy days. 
Sobol, reminded by the conviction of 
Charles (‘The Bug’) Workman for 
the murder of Dutch Shultz, wrote 
about ‘the bizarre era when the po- 
tentates of crime operated along 
ruthless totalitarian lines on Broad- 
way.’ 

Describing them as a ‘bunch of 
scurvy, cheap, chiseling thugs,’ So- 
bol said they never ‘did one blessed 
thing to win them a nod from decent 
society; but, oh, how we spun Round 
Table and Robin Hood tales about 
them—their kindness to impecunious 
chorus girls; their solicitude for their 
gentle mothers... what bunk! What 
lying piffle! But none of us had the 
guts to expose them for what they 
were in those days—neither the po- 
lice nor the brave boys of the press, 
among whom, let it be confessed, I 
was one—and undoubtedly as lily- 
livered a poltroon as any of them.’ 

Sobol might have mentioned the 
fact that the mobs and mobsters con- 
trolled virtually all of the night clubs 
and speaks, where the columnists 
made their hangouts and gleaned 
their gossip and chatter. He in- 
ferred the truth about the mobsters 
and their ‘kindness’ to chorines. The 
‘kindness’ was ofttimes virtually en- 
forced prostitution and procuring. 
Sobol might also have mentioned the 
almost nightly ritual in one Broad- 
way nitery of mobsters selling stolen 
goods across the table, appraising the 
gems like jewelers. 





N. ¥. Post’s Upbeat 

The New York Post, with a tilt of 
almost 50,000 lines, was the heaviest 
gainer of advertising in New York 
during May, as compared with the 
same month a year ago, Media Rec- 
ords reveals. Only other dailies to 
show upturns were the two Hearst- 
papers, the Mirror (42,000 lines) and 
Journal-American (23,000 lines), 
while the greatest drop in ads dur- 
ing the month was registered by the 
Mirror’s tab competish, the News. 
It suffered a decrease of 106,000 
lines. Others which went down were 
the Herald Trib (70,000 _ lines), 
World-Telegram (61,000 lines), Sun 
(51,000 lines), and Times (26,000 
lines). 

Sunday paper figures are better, 
H-T, Mirror and J-A all showing 
rises, with only the Times and News 
down, and those by just a few lines. 
In Brooklyn, the Eagle took a drop 
during the week, too, but showed a 
small gain on Sundays, 

PM’s ‘General’ To Do Book 

PM’s 24-year-old ‘General,’ Leon- 
ard Engel, has been signed by 
Bennett Cerf, Random House head, 
to do a book. Volume will be an 
analysis of the current war and its 
military and tactical problems for 
the various countries concerned, 





similar to Engel’s daily column, 
signed ‘The General,’ in the New 
York tab. 


Engel is by far the youngest of 
the large crop of military and naval 
analysts maintained by American 
papers. Despite the excellent repu- 
tation he has gained for astuteness 
and the accuracy of his forecasts, 
PM has kept his identity secret for 
fear his youth would injure reader 
faith in him. 





New Publishing Outfits 

Independent Jewish Press Service, 
Inc., chartered to conduct a pub- 
lishing business in New York, with 
a capital stock of $10,000, $100 par 
value. 

Dynamic Publications, Inc., char- 
tered to conduct a printing-publish- 
ing business in Manhattan. 

Jonathan Swift, Inc., chartered to 
conduct a business in literary pro- 
ductions of all kinds, with principal 
offices in New York. 

Howell, Soskin Publishers, Inc., 
chartered at Albany to conduct a 
printing-publishing business m New 
York. Capital stock is 200 shares, 
No par value. 


> 





Verne Marshall Out as Editor 

In the annual election of officers 
of the Gazette Co., Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
last week, the name of Verne Mar- 
shall, former secretary, was sup- 
planted by that of Joseph Hladky, 
dr., son-in-law of John Miller,. presi- 
dent. 

Marshall attained national fame as 
ehairman of the No-Foreign-War 
committee, disbanded a few. weeks 
ago. His former place as editor of 
the Gazette is now oceupied by his 


brother, Clare Marshall, also elected 
treasurer of the Gazette Co. 
Attaches of the Gazette say Verne 
Marshall is ‘away for his health.’ 





Report N. Y. Daily’s Shakeup 
Reports are current that the gen- 
eral manager and managing editor of 
a New York daily will resign shortly 
in a general shakeup. 





Two Libel Suits 


Lieut. William J. Geller, U. S. 
Naval Reserve, filed suit Wednes- 
day (11) in N. Y. federal court 
against Friday, Inc., Dan S. Gillmor, 
president, Michael Sayers and Al- 
bert E. Kahn, writers, charging libel. 
Damages of $500,000 are sought. 
Alleged libel appeared in the Sept. 
27, 1940, issue of Friday entitled 
‘American Merchants of Hate.’ The 
article deal‘ with anti-Semitism and 
included reference to Geller. 

Benson N. Katz, formerly presi- 
dent of the Russian Banks, Ltd., of 
Japan, filed a $60,000 libel suit in 
N. Y. supreme court Wednesday 
(11), against Simon & Schuster, Inc., 
because of a book, ‘In Search of 
Complications,’ by Eugene de Sar- 
tisch. According to the complaint, 
the book, an autobiography of a doc- 
tor, declares that the plaintiff was 
dishonest, 





Columnist Now Knows Justice 
Buenos Aires Criminal Appeal 
Court has annulled the sentence of 
the lower courts, in which Junius J. 
Rugeroni, publisher of the B.A. Her- 
ald, largest English-language news- 
paper in S.A., was sentenced to one 


sentence suspended. 

Rugeroni was charged with con- 
tempt of court for remarks about the 
slowness of Argentine justice in a 
column he wrote. Case now has to 
be tried in the lower courts but 
under a different judge. 





Life Mag’s Service Issue 

Life mag will publish a_ special 
Army issue on July 4, devoted en- 
tirely to the land and air forces of 
the U. S. 

Many of the pictures used will be 
shots by the trainees themselves. It 
has made arrangements with the 
public relations officer in each camp 
to receive the pix from the soldiers 
and forward them to Life in New 
York. Mag will pay for all of them 
published, 





Cosmopolitan Mag Revamp 
Shakeup at Hearst-owned Cosmo- 
politan mag last week brought about 
a number of resignations. Among 
them was that of Dorothy Taylor, 
makeup editor, who had been with 
the publication for 18 years. 
Others included Katherine Bourne, 
associate editor in charge of fiction, 
and Lee Russell, fashion editor. 





Bioging Jack Doyle 

Jack Doyle, famed Broadway bet- 
ting commissioner, known as ‘The 
Lloyds of Broadway’ because of his 
willingness to quote odds on any- 
thing, is being biographed by Clem 
McCarthy. Sports gabber-writer is 
currently spending about four hours 
a day with Doyle getting material. 

Yarn first will be serialized for 
magazine publication and then pub- 
lished as a book. 





LITERATI OBITS 

John Woods, 24, who became the 
first N. Y. Herald Tribune reporter 
to be inducted into the Army when 
he was drafted last March, fell to his 
death June 12 from the window of 
a friend’s apartment in midtown 
New York. A cousin of Mark Sul- 
livan, Washington columnist for that 
paper, he had been visiting Carroll 
Cavanagh, a fellow Tribune reporter, 
when he lost his balance. 

William H. Robertson, 83, sports 
columnist for the European edition 
of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, who 
was more familiarly known as ‘Spar- 
row’ Robertson, died of a heart at- 
tack June 10 at his home in: Bois-le- 





Roi, near Fontainbleau, France. Al- 
though his paper suspended publica- 
tion when the Germans occupied 
Paris, he chose to remain in France. 

Steve Clow, around 68, who edited 
the now defunct Broadway Brevi- 
ties, scandal sheet, die’? in Bellevue 
hospital, N. Y., June 6. Details on 
page 2. 

Lewis A. Culbertson, 79, publisher 

of the Mount Vernon, O., News, died 
May 26. 
L. D. Clark, 53, financial editor of 
the Oakland Tribune since 1922, died 
following a brief illness, result of a 
heart attack. 


for the Motion Picture Herald since 








1934, died June 13 in St. Luke’s hos- 


year’s conditional imprisonment with |, 


pital, New York. Leaves his mother, 
Harriet, and a brother, Frank. 

Mrs. Lola F. Bell, 61, Reno cor- 
respondent for the N.Y. Daily News, 
died in that city June 14 after a short 
illness. Husband, Jack, and a son, 
survive. 

Moses Katz, 77, Yiddish playwright 
and novelist and until recently edi- 
tor of The Jewish World, Yiddish- 
language daily in Philadelphia, died 
June 14 at his home in that city. 
Surviving are his widow and a 
son, 





CHATTER 


Ben Cooper has been named editor 
of Rome (Ga.) News-Tribune. 


Stuart Palmer wrote a new 
mystery tale for Crime Club publi- 
cation. 

Judith Allen completed her novel, 
‘My Eyes Still Shine,’ to be published 
by House of Field. 

Theodore Pratt dug in at the North 
Carolina mountains near Henderson- 
ville, working on his new book. 

Elliot Paul has completed new 
volume tabbed ‘Intoxiation Made 
Easy’ with 24 black and white plates 
by artist Luis Quintanilla. 

Jack Moffitt, Kansas City Star 
film crick, now working at Para- 
mount, has finished a new book, 
‘There’s a Door in My Grave.’ 

Frank Scully has sold a book to 
Alliance. Labeled ‘Unholy Nights,’ 
it’s the crime career of a preacher- 
safecracker. Het Manheim of Will- 
iam Morris office agented. 

Sheilah Graham takes temporary 
leave of her Hollywood chores in 
mid-July to spend six weeks in Eng- 
land writing feature stories about 
the war for the North American 
Newspaper Alliance, Meanwhile, her 
picture beat will be covered by 
Harold Heffernan. 








Joseph F. Coughlin, 30, staff writer’ 





Payroll Traffic 


Continued from page 3¢ 














New York, replacing regular men 
away for summer vacations, include 
Daniel Ehrenreich, formerly of 
WNYC, New York; Gene Clark, for- 
merly of WTRY, Troy, N. Y.; Elroy 
Grosman and Harry L. Bryant, grad- 
uates of the RCA institute. 





Saskatoon, Sask.—Jerry Hudson 
added as news editor of CFQC, 
Saskatoon. 





Spokane—Louis D. Livingston, for- 
merly of KOL, Seattle, has joined 
stations KHQ-KGA in continuity de- 
partment. 





San Francisco—Boyd Rippey is 
new KFRC sales promotion chief, 
replacing Gary Kriedt, who has in- 
herited a publishing biz in Manila. 
Also new on KFRC production staff 
is John Nickel. 





Toledo, O.—Edward C. Kutz has 
joined the announcing staff of 
WTOL. He replaces Joe Fields, now 
in the Army. 





Mansfield, O.—Gene La Velle, for- 
merly of WMAN, Mansfield, O., has 
joined the staff of WCKY, Cincin- 
nati. 





Boston—Kilburn Culley, formerly 
at WLAW in Lawrence, has been 
added to WEEI’s control room. 


| Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 8=——— 


























Evergreen Gardens 


Revelers 
Sam Sweet 


Pat Burns 
Charley Adams 


Alice Sone 4 Oasis 
Zelda Joe Villella Ore 

Wicked Willies John Conte 

eit Joe Consolo 

Hotel Roosevelt Stu Braden 

Johnny Kaaihue Berry Anne 


Royal Hawiians 
Hotel Schenle; 
Billy Hinds Ore 


Pines 
Howard Becker Ore 


Rita Seaman Trelon 
Buzz Mayer 4 Aces 
Jack Calhoun Max Tarshis 

Hotel Wm Penn Flo Parker 
(Continental Bar) | George Weber 
Wanda Yacht Club 
Escorts Archie Tarshis Ore 


Kennywood Park el ven Line (6) 
= s : rer Sis Line 
eccie Maca” Shirley Heller 
Billy Carmichael Sky-Vue 
Merry-Go-Round Fran Eichler Ore 
Joe Hart Ore Union Grill 
Dick Harter Art Yagello 
New Penn Frank Natale 
Gay Carlisle Ore Mike Sandreito 
Teddy Ryan Villa Madrid 
King Sis Etzi Covato Ore 
Penny Gray Mark Lane 
Nixon Cafe Jon Tio 
Al Marisco Or seasbetee es Deane 
My dons re Marcia Wayne 
her a & BR at Brent 
Stewart & Lee : ng 
Kretlow Gls Webster Hall 
Billy Merle Ore 


Nut House e 
Sherdina Walker o| ,, Vt View Park 
Ted Blake Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Joe Klein Jay Loring 


Chuck Miller 
Aerialettes 


Willows 


George Gregg 
Evelyn Nellis 
Kay Balfe 








Millv Bradley Art Farrar Ore 





Inside Stuff —Lesit 





Production outlay of ‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore, N. Y., is reported having 


been earned back thrdugh operation. 


It cost around $80,000 to put on, 


although George Abbott, who produced the musical, indicated a higher 
nut. ‘Joey’ is assured exceptional profits through the picture rights deal, 


it being a percentage proposition. 


Manager is sold on the idea of a set sum and percentage on picture 


rights. 


Price paid for ‘Boys From Syracuse’ was not high, but profit 


checks are being received by him and the authors (Rodgers and Hart). 


‘Syracuse’ was Jules Levey’s (Mayfair) first musical picture. 


rently producing ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 


He is cur- 


Understood that if Gene Kelly doesn’t go on tour next season in 
‘Joey,’ his brother, Fred, will take over the role on the road. Gene has 
a couple of picture deals on the fire, one with Metro being particularly 
hot at the moment, and may head for Hollywood at end of ‘Joey’s’ Broad- 


way run, 


Fred Kelly played another part his brother created, that of 


hoofer in ‘Time of Your Life,’ touring with Pulitzer prize-winner all year. 
Gene also considering buying and producing Saroyan’s ‘Sweeney in the 
Trees,’ which was tried out last summer at Cape May, N. J., as a vehicle 
for himself and Fred. They would appear as Sweeney and his alter ego, 
That, however, is for season of 1942-43. 





There is a possibility that Chicago’s Auditorium may be saved from 


the wreckers. 


John S. Clark, tax assessor for Cook County, Ill., proposed 


a plan to attorneys for the 52-year-old building, whereby the assessment 
should be cut so that back taxes could be taken care of and current taxes 


be paid out of operating income. 


the lowered assessment be made retroactive. 


are due to cease June 30. 


Problem could be solved in that way if 


All activities at the Aud 


Clark states that such a reduction would be justified, since the Aud is 
not a commercial utility. Over a period of 10 years assessments on the 
spot have been made under the same rules applicable to business prop- 


erty and therefore unfair. 


Taxes on other civic or semi-public buildings 


have been substantially reduced in recent years, but for some reason the 


Aud never applied for similar relief. 


Aud has been assessed on- what 


appears to be an inflated valuation of $2,000,000 and the annual tax bilis 
have been over $70,000 annually. Net after bare operating expenses has 
averaged $35,000. Suggested that the property be assessed at $600,000, 
which would mean a tex of $20,600. Aud is back $1,000,000 in unpaid taxes. 





Owen Davis, who has started his annual sojourn at Skowhegan, Me.,, will 
start work on the dramatization of ‘Whistle Stop,’ current best seller 
authored by 22-year-old Marrita M. Wolff of the U. of Michigan. Al- 
though the veteran author obtained the stage rights, no producer has been 


selected to present the play. 


During the past season Davis was represented on Broadway by “Mr, 
and Mrs. North,’ adapted from magazine stories by Richard Lockridge, 


critic of the N. Y. Sun, and his wife. y M 
closed at the Belasco, but is now playing the subway circuit. 


Show, backed by Metro, recently 
It grossed 


around $7,000 at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, last week and was immediately 


booked for a repeat. 





Robert Stevenson is out as manager of Erlanger’s, Buffalo, after han- 


dling the legiter for four years. 


Fred Ziemer, treasurer of the house, is 


acting manager, but if a replacement is made it will not be until the new 
season begins. Usually out of town house managers are retained through 
summer, getting half salary and the same applies during dark weeks 


otherwise. 


Stevenson is a former Broadway boxoffice man, as was his father, who 


died several years ago. 





Strawhat Plays 








(Continued from page 50) 


while Albert Vees, Marshall Brad- 
ford and Lewis Martin round out the 
generally capable support. 

The play as it stands should have 
a long enough run on Broadway to 
warrant a film purchase. 

Play’s lone setting is laid in the 
judge’s living room, is sufficient, but 
nothing to warrant undue attention. 
Same is true of the staging. Smith. 


SKAAL 


Media, Pa., June 16. 
Drama in three acts (6even scenes) by 
Vivian Johannes; staged by George Ebel- 
ing; sets, Stanley Paukstella; presented at 
Hedgerow theatre, Media, Pa., June 16, ’41. 


C6 TRG os vecs .. Jasper Deeter 


THOL...ccoseccesesess»- Michael De Beausset 
PPMIOS «cee 65600806ee08e8 Richard Basehart 
RAgna. secccccece eeccseseees-Miriam Phillips 
Selma... .ccosccecccccceses Helen Alexander 
Old Tink. ccoccccccccoceceses David Metcalf 
BRIO. so cv cscecceéoeces Rosalind Metcal? 
Stephan. cccccccccccccccccees Michael Stuart 





Director Jasper Deeter continues 
to toy with poetic fantasies that fit 
the sylvan atmosphere of his Hedge- 
row theatre—but that wouldn’t last 
long on the commercial stage. 

Such a work is Vivian Johannes’ 
‘Skaal!’, produced here tonight (16) 
for Hedgerow’s 146th production in 
its 15-year-old history. The play is 
Miss Johannes’ first. Littie else is 
known of her here except that she’s 
Wisconsin-born and in her early 
thirties. 

Her play is a dramatic idyll of 
the deep Minnesota woods, peopled 
by simple, sturdy Scandinavian 
stock. The father of the family is 
a lumberman. His older son fol- 
lows in his footsteps, tending the 
timber and guarding against forest 
fires. His younger son, heart of his 
heart, has gone to sea. There’s also 
a triangle. 

_ Story is told in wordy, slow fash- 
10n, in a setting devoid of action, as 
to become tedious. There is allegory 
and poetic allusion, much of it con- 
fusing. The lighting is dark, to 
a grea ng poor effect while add- 
ing also to e general draggi 

of the production, — 

What life is given the drama 
comes from individual portrayals. 
Jasper Deeter, returning to the 
Hedgerow stage for the first time in 
two years, gives a sensitive, warm- 
ing picture of the aging head of the 
family. David Metcalf, as an old 
tinker, has another flavorsome role 
that he plays up fully. Michael de 
Beausset and Richard Basehart lay 
the two sons adequately, Rosalind 
Metcalf. as the bewildered young 





» 
+> 


bride of the older brother, and 
Miriam Phillips and Helen Alex- 
ander, as the practical, earthbound 
sisters, hold up a formidable distaff 
side. 

George Ebeling directed, getting 
as much pace out of his play as a 
pedestrian script would permit. 
Stanley Paukstella was responsible 
for lights, sets and props. ones 

hal, 


HONEY 


Baltimore, June 9. 
Comedy in three acts by Ward Greene; 
presented by the Hilltop Theatre; directed 


by Edward Padula; settings, Forrest Thay- 
er, Jr., at Hilltop Playhouse, Ellicott City, 
Md., June 9, ‘41. 

Honey Tarrant. cccececccssccves Elise Hunt 
Tony Cosetti..ccccdecccecs Richard Angarola 
Bred... cccccccvccccccccvcccvess Robert Kibbce 
Lovey Tarrant..eccece 60ce6dsececcnee Beem 
Mrs. Tarrant...» escceesss- Aurelia Robins 
Joe Tarrant..ccccceccceces Laurence Paulus 
Larry Bailey. .ccccccccces William MacLeon 
POUR ‘TASPOR, 6636060 000.606680% Harry Crox 
Lorene Tarrant....... Mary Jane Stockham 
Marry B. Tarrant... cccoccces Gibbs Penrose 
Aunt Carrie Hightower..eccesss. Allie Pierce 
A Taxicab: Driver. .cccccecceccese Bert Coffey 





First production of Hilltop The- 
atre local strawhat setup, lacks 
stature and falls far short of possible 
future metropolitan effort. There 
isn’t enough play; characters are 
phoney and in spite of a few situa- 
tions that could possibly be devel- 
oped, pace is halting and highly in- 
ocuous, 

Story deals with one of those 
southern families long on ancestors 
but short on cash. Mother, father, 
two sons, daughters-in-law, and a 
daughter are esconced in a Brook- 
lyn menage of very modest propore 
tions. One by one they drift into the 
picture and an unceasing argument 
of family background and supposedly 
typical southern foolishness. There’s 
a gangster, too, a visiting aunt and a 
bumpkin from back home with an 
idea for chewing gum. 


Cast is fairly adequate, with Elsie 
Hunt, Lyn Swann, Allie Pierce and 
Mary Jane Stockham making the 
most of the lightweight material. 
Direction doesn’t get anywhere. Set 
is good. 


Only a miracle can make anything 
out of this one. Burm. 





Bass Rocks’ Opener 
Gloucester, Mass., June 17. 
Bass Rocks theatre, under man- 

agement of Martin Manulis and 
Henry Levin, will open June 30 with 
‘Tovarich,’ co-starring Ramon No- 
varro and Francesca Braggiotti. Eric 
Rhodes will be starred in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ the second 
offering of the season. 
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Broadway 





radio correspondent in ‘There Shall 
Be No Night’ in the fall. 

May Johnson, MCA nitery booker, 
leaves tomorrow (Thurs.) on a two- 


Benjamin Sonnenberg sumnacing | Hees business-vacash jaunt planing | 


at Westport. 


Peggy Wood off to Nantucket 
with offspring. } 
June Walker will summer at 


Wakefield, R. I. 


Eddie Hyman in the northwest on 
Par theatre matters. 


Radie Harris leaves for Hollywood 
the end of the month. 


Grad Sears back from the Coast 
after studio conferences. 


Aileen St. John Brenon in Miami 
contacting the Max Fleischer studio. 


Harry MacNaughton’s wife won 
women’s Eastern Golf Championship 
lest week. 


Mrs. Alec Moss, recently a 
mother, at home after several blood 
transfusions. 


Cole Porter’s score of ‘Let’s Face 
It’ is a solo chore; he not collabing 
with Irving Caesar. 


Harold M. Goldblatt, theatrical at- 
torney, undergoes operation today 
(Wed.) at Wickersham hospital. 


William H. Schneider, art director 
of Donahue & Coe, elected a v.p. of 
the agency. 


‘Rise and Fall of Joe Schenck’ se- 
rial in current Liberty mag, au- 
thored by Alan Hynd. 


Harry Kaufman back from Sara- 
toga, after his recent hospitalization, 
and some 25 pounds lighter. 


Roy Disney and Gunther Lessing 
in from the Coast over the week- 
end for the RKO convensh. 


Adolphe Osso, longtime Paramount 
head in France, reported in a Nazi 
concentration camp in France. 


Meyer and Florence Horowitz 
(Village Barn) have adopted an 18- 
month-old boy, named Michael. 


Hildegarde birthday-surprised her 
manageress, Anna Sosenko, at the 
Savoy-Plaza last Friday the 13th. 


Abner Greshler staged entertain- 
ment for the National Retail Grocers 
Convention in Chicago this week. 


Saul Abraham, back with ‘Native 
Son’ (St. James), also again manager 
of Maplewood, N. J., stock season. 

The Dr. Peter Lindstroms (Ingrid 
Bergman) visiting Burgess Meredith 
at his Spring Valley (N. Y.) place. 

Alan Hewitt burned his hand pain- 
fully when a book of paper matches 
flared as he was lighting a cigaret. 

Al Rosen, manager of the State, 
leaves the end of July for a month’s 
rest in New Hampshire and Maine. 

Roberta « Becker’ resigning § as 
Maurice Evans’ secretary about July 
1 and motoring to Coast for vacation. 

James Thurber and Kurt Weill 
summering on Martha’s Vineyard to 
collaborate on a musical comedy for 
fall. 

Al Sindlinger, March of Time ad- 
publicity chief, remodeling an old 
farmhouse near Princeton Junction, 
N. J. 

Vyvyan Donner, fashion director 
of 20th-Fox Movietonews, planed to 
Hollywood on her first visit to the 
Coast. 

Hollywood agent Al Kingston in 
town on an annual o.o. Agent Leo 
Morrison back to the Coast after 
dittoing. 

Bob Hope flies in this morning 
(Wed.) for the Louis-Conn fight to- 
night. He’s hosting a party of eight 
to the battle. 

Morris Stoller, William Morris 
agency’s office manager, cuts wed- 
ding cake with Gertrude Jampol, an 
art teacher, on July 11. 

Testimonial! dinner to Solly Per- 
nik, business manager of Local No. 
1, stagehands, held last night (Tues.) 
at Hotel Astor at $4 a head. 

Billy de Wolfe from the Rainbow 
Room may go into the new ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ which Lee Shubert 
Kaufman) is talking of producing. 

The Leslie Harrises (Rosemary 
Cox) back to Miami after their wed- 
ding here last week. He’s with 
WQAM, CBS affiliate in Florida. 

Charlie Casey, veteran indie ex- 
hib who sold out his interests, has 
settled down in Florida and is 
dabbling in real estate down there. 

Annie Vernay, French 
Hollywood-bound via South Amer- 
ica, having sailed from Lisbon. 
Marks has several deals on for her. 


‘Whistle Stop,’ current best seller | 


by Maritta M. Wolff ‘(Random 
House), is being dramatized by 
Owen Davis for fall legit production. 

George Smith, western division 
sales manager of Par, out of the hos- 
pital following a tough case of penu- 
monia; going away for two weeks’ 
rest. 

The Clifford C. Fischers have dug 
in at Nyack, N. Y., taking a summer 
place, whether or not the showman 
goes through with his Rio de Janeiro 
plans. 

George D. Lottman due to return 
to Broadway pressagentry after long 
domiciling in Miami because of his 


wife’s helath. Latter will remain | 
south. 
Universal considering expansion | 


and realignment of its home office 


in the RCA Bldg. Company already | 


has taken additional space on the 
fourth floor. 

Murray Silverstone leaves for the 
Coast with his family to remain for 
the summer as soon as school is over. 
Nothing announceable yet on his 
production plans. 


(Harry | 


actress, is | 


Irvin | 


to the agency’s branches in Cleve-| 
} land, Chicago and Dallas. 
Eugene Tuscherer currently in} 
,Cannes awaiting a visa to migrate 
|to America. Meantime his ‘Carre- 
four’ (‘Crossroads’), French pic, be- | 
| ing dickered for a U. S. remake. | 

Tom Waller planed to Miami yes- | 
| terday (Tuesday) with a group of | 
Syndicate writers on the first lap of | 
the campaign for ‘Mr. Bug Goes to | 
Town,’ new Paramount cartoon fea- | 
ture. | 

Having shipped his station wagon | 
east, Brian Donlevy, accompanied 
by Mrs. Donlévy, is on an auto trip 
|! throughout New England from which 
| they'll return to New York Thurs- 
day (26). 

Sam Levene planed to the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) on a _  one- 
picture Metro deal. Due back in the 
fall to do the revised edition of the 
Spewack play, ‘Out West It’s 
Different.’ 

Frank Scully and William J. Perl- 
| man have signed a contract with Her- 
| bert Emerson Wilson to write the 
| No. 1 mail bandit’s life aimed for 
| pietures. It’s being done under the 
| title of ‘Unholy Nights.’ 

Paramount’s h.o. choral society of 
45 voices made its radio debut Thurs- 
day night (12) on WNEW, doing a 
| 15-minute stint. Edith Morgan Sav- 
age, sister of Oscar Morgan, sales 
executive of company, director of 
the group. 

Victor Mature-Martha Stephenson 
| Kemp nuptials, which may happen 
|any day, couldn’t take place at St. 

Patrick’s, as heralded, for secular 
| reasons. The Municipal marriage 
| license clerk gave out that misin- 
| formation. 
| Somewhat grim comedy card sent 
out, bordered in mourning black, was 
| captioned ‘The 5th Ave. Hospital an- 
| nounces with sincere regret the re- 
covery of its star patient, John Roy.’ 
| He’s the Rainbow Room managing 
director, bedded there for many 
| weeks. 
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| Eddie Cantor tops Music Hall bill 
|Saturday and Sunday (20-21) at 
| Stee] Pier. 
Frank Fiore’s Palm Room _ re- 
| opened for season Saturday (14) in 
| Penn-Atlantic Hotel. 
Lois Miller. 
turned Saturday (14) for her fifth 
| season at Heinz Ocean Pier. 


Chez Paree, boardwalk 
which reopened Saturday night (14). 
Guy Martin’s revue and two bands, 


Milton Huber’s and Di_ Salvo 
| Brothers, top billing at Babette’s 
| nitery. 


| Round-the-World Room of Presi- | 
| dent hotel, featuring Pedro Albani’s | 
rhumba orch, 

| George White’s ‘Scandals’ tab unit | 
'to play week’s engagement at 
| Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier begin- 
;ning Saturday (20). 

Margate, nabe theatre, reopened | 
|Saturday with Edward Watson as 
|} manager. His brother, Wesley Wat- 
}son just named manager of Ventnor 
| theatre. 

Congressman Elmer Wene assured 
by Secretary Ickes that this resort | 


days, at least until after Labor Day 
| weekend, which officially closes | 
season, 


WB (five theatres) and Wielland-| 


Lewis (six houses) have pooling 
agreement for picture booking. Plan 
working out well, giving both sides | 
best films on weekends and holidays 
when big pictures are needed. 
Bennett E. Tousley, who resigned 
as general manager of Traymore 
beachfrontery, succeeded by Kenneth 
W. Baker, former head of Sheraton | 
| properties in Washington, D. C., and 
before that manager of Philly’s Ben 
Franklin hotel. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 





Judy Canova clippered in from 
California. 
Alvin Kaleolani’s Young’ Roof 


band packing them. 

Joan Fontaine spent busy day here 
enroute to Tahiti on cruise. 

Cedric Gibbens getting tennis and 
surfing in daily at the Royal. 

Chinese historical plays doing ex- 
cellent biz at Golden Wall theatre 
here. 

Giggy Royce went musician-hunt- 
ing in California for 10 days for his| 
Royal band. 

Clara Inter (Hilo Hattie) to Para- 
mount theatre, Los Angeles, for three 
weeks appearance, 

Dorothy Lamour, Greg Bautzer and 
Jack Huber all resting for three 
weeks at the Royal. 

KGMB taking battle to Washington 
'for exclusive foreign-language sta- 
| tion to be housed in its old quarters. 
| Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun 
columnist, and his actress wife, Joan | 
| Marlowe, here for a month’s vaca- , 
| tion. 
| The Gene Fowler and James Hall) 


Tom Gomez has taken a place on! families were constantly entertained | 


the Cape for the summer. Succeeds 
Richard Whorf in the part of the 


‘during their one-day stopover to 


Tahiti. 


|had a falling out over money mat- 
| ters, it is said. 

singing organist, re- | Et 
|ing into music hall. 
Margie Taylor returns as emcee at | 
night spot, | 


Harvey Lockman, new manager of | 


will not have to fear gasless Sun-| 


| with Suzanne Dehelly in top role. 


| dios. 


| Tinayre and featuring Esteban Ser- 


mila Quiroga’s company at the Te- 
atro Argentino. 

Richard Harlan, U. S. director, 
making ‘Mama Gloria’ after finish- 
ing ‘Candida Millonaria’ (‘Simple 
Millionaire’) with Olinda Bozan, 
Aida Luz and Adrian Cuneo. 

Arrived on the Brazil for the 
Colon: Hilda Reggiani, soprano who 
will handle leads in ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Lu- 
cia d' Lammermoor’ and ‘Barber of 
Sevilie’; Ines Jessner for German 
repertoire and Alessio Di Paolis, 
tenor, for French and Italian works. 

Arturo Mane, head of the press 
department of the Ministry of For- 

R. H. Bandy, manager of Wind- eign Affairs, named member of the 
mill theatre, slated for lieutenancy | Cinema Control Censorship Commit- 
in the Royal Air Force Intelligence | tee to keep eye open for locally made 
department. production ‘which might affect Ar- 

Richard Tauber back in town after | 8entina’s good relations with foreign 
11 months of touring. Says he will) nations. 
do a revival of ‘Blossom Time’ with 
Tom Arnold. 

Martinus Poulsen, head of the Cafe 
de Paris, who was killed when the 
place was blitzed, died a poor man, 
contrary to general impression. 

Frank Bridges, composer whe; Gustave Mohme, Fox manager in 
once conducted the London Sym-/} Mexico, back from the U. S. 
phony Orchestra and also at Covent! Composer Luis Arcaraz and singer 
Garden Opera House, left $40,000. | Dora Luz back from Hollywood. 

‘Lottie Dundass’ is latest play in| Rochelle Hudson and _ husband 
which H. M. Tennent is interested! back to Hollywood after a three-day 
as vehicle to star Vivien Leigh. | visit. 2 
Latter would tour, then return to Oscar Alatorre, Ramon Navarro’s 
the West End in the play. double, works days as a garage me- 

Carroll Levis may not go _ to|chanic and nights as the head juve- 
America, as he originally planned | nile in a dramatic company playing 
but due to get commission here as|a local theatre. 
officer in the Ministry of Informa-;| Humberto.Tamayo, announcer for 
tion under Sir Walter Monckton. local radio station XEQ, is the pos- 

Harry Smirke, owner of Winter | sessor of one of Mexico's biggest pri- 
Gardens, Morecambe, one of the|vate libraries, 16,000 volumes, sev- 
most profitable show spots in the|eral of them very rare. 

North of England, is ready to sel) Luis Lopez Mendez, announcer for 
but is asking $400,000, which the} local radio station XEW, has been 
Trade thinks is too much. revealed as the writer of the words 
: of ‘Amor’ (‘Love’), smash popular 
song composed by Gabriel Ruizs 

Jorge Alducin, owner of the 
Cocoanut Grove nitery and Hotel 
Waldorf, who began his biz career 
as a florist here, became a theatrical 
impresario when he_ successfully 
backed Dorothy Franey’s Ice Ballet 
at the Teatro Lirico. 

Francisco de P. Cabrera, producer 
- of such smash pix as ‘Refugiados en 
ital after trip to Free Zone. Madrid’ (‘Refugees in Madrid’) and 

Rene Rocher named director of} +7, Noche de los Mayas’ (‘The Night 
government-backed Odeon theatre.| of the Mayas’), readying another 

Renee de Minil, actress at the) production, ‘La Panchita’ (‘Frankie’), 
Comedie Francaise, died in Paris. based upon the pop song 

Pict and stage thesps Jules Berry] 4 : ae Jestaanes 

: Mexican Symphonie Orchestra, 
and wife Josselyne Gael to tour conducted by Carlos Chavez, in- 
North Africa. ....| ventor of ‘Cord 13,’ a musical inno- 

Elvire Popesco and Sacha Guitry | vation, who has performed in the 
|U. S. has started what promises to 
be a highly successful season at the 


Comic Georgius has taken over| palace of Fine Arts (National The- 
oilé theatre, which he is convert- | stre) 


Felipe Gregorio Castillo, chief of 
Marcel Pagnol to tour Free Zone | ari rjs- 
with plays ‘Topaze’ and ‘Marius’ | 1°oeral film censoring and supervis 


Nai i ‘Cine- 
famed Pagnol stage and screen hits. ne eons Week tare tie Mae 
Following in the footsteps of Spain date not as yet decided upon, but 
ne Italy, occupied France is not to| expected to be the last one in June. 

ave any more newspapers on Mon-| te has the backing of the entire pic 


London 


Max Miller says he will not make 
any films till after the war. 


Beverley White, Michael Red- 
grave’s stand-in, bombed out of his 
home twice. 


Cyril Lawrence, formerly general 
manager for Lew Leslie, now deal- 
ing in government supplies. 

Max Mack has film scenario based | 
on life of General Smuts, and is try- 
ing to interest Charles M. Woolf to 
finance it. 








Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 








Paris 





Jean Borotra in Tunis. 

Author Paul Reboux back in Paris. 

Paul Collin, freed from German 
prison camp, back in Paris. 

Danielle Darrieux returned to cap- 








| day. : , & 
Being publicized in Paris is the | pauetry and other government off 

fact that Alice Cocea is related to Be 

General Antonescu, Roumania’s 

fuehrer. 


Albert Willemetz’ ‘L’'Homme Qui| 
En a Mange un Autre’ (‘The Man} 
Who Ate Another’) preemed at the} 
Palais Royale. 

Operetta with music by Charles 
Trenet and libretto by Jean Cocteau 
to be put on soon in Marseilles with f , 
crooner featured. | Joe Beile and Morris Finkel both 

Jany Holt, Mary Morgan, Suzel| convalescing from appendix opera- 
Meis and Jean Chevrier have been/| tions. 
picked for Steve Passeur’s “Marche | 
Noir’ (‘Black Bourse’), although 
theatre not yet selected. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Frances Faye went directly from 


troit. 


Rhumba theatre—expect stork visit 
shortly. 


Jean Volterra has taken over Dave Leff, indie exhib, home from 
Marigny theatre, where he put on| hospital after checking serious throat 
‘Trois Jeunes Filles Nues’ (‘Three| ailment. 


Nude Girls’), by Albert Willemetz, Sid Dickler p.aing new Trelon 
Club in East Liberty in addition to 
Club Petite. 

John Freinstein, in 
checkers at Metro 
Camp Meade. 

Exhib Frank Biordi’s lad, 
taking final exams for appointment 


, ; ; to Annapolis. 
Louis Goldstein, Columbia man-|} Ben (WB) 


ager, to Rio for short stay. Shirley, graduated 
Jacob Ben-Ami opened Leonidas | Tech drama school. 





office, off for 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





rowns’ daughter, 


from 


Andreiev’s ‘Ekaterina Ivanova,’ with} Joe Feldmans and their two sons 

Berta Gersten, as Yiddish legiter. are going to drive to the Coast for a 
Bettina Rivero, Uruguayan pianist, | vacation next month. 

at Teatro del Pueblo to good house: Herman Middleman back at the 


Lumiton finishing ‘Locos de Ver- | Yacht Club, pounding the keyboard 


ano’ (Summer Fools’) with Eva) with Archie Tarshis’ outfit 

Franco. Directed by Antonio Cunill 3i1] Eythe and Norma Shea among 

Cabanellas. locals going with South Shore Play- 
Associacion Argentino de Conci- | ers at Cohasset, Mass., for the sum- 

ertos started eighth season with! mer 


Beethoven series at the Biblioteca de 
Consejo de Mujers. 


The Mark Browars got back from 
Florida in time to see their lad, Her- 


Libertad Lamarque started on| bert, graduate from Tech drama 
‘Una Vez en la Vida’ (Once in a! school. 
Lifetime’) at Sono Film. Carlos Alec Bruce, formerly with WB 


Borcosque megging. contact office, has been named sales 


Mex pic, ‘Los de Abajo’ (‘Those | manager of Dow Novelty Adver- 
From Below’), story of the epic of | tising Co. 
'Pancho Villa, drew f#™™® notices.| Tony Vincent, Carnegie theatre 


Pan-American Films distributing. 
Switch gave meg to Antonio Ber 
Ciani in Generalcine’s ‘La Novia de 
los Forasteros’ (‘Bride of the|} 
Stranger’) being shot at SIDE stu- 


| manager, flying to Montreal to va- 
cation at a sanatorium for checkup 
of his anemia. 

Harry Gourfain in to set the Guy 


|New York. Lombardo is currently 
Luis Sandrini, local comic, signed | at the Stanley. 
by EFA for ‘Es Mi Hombre’ (‘This, 
My Man’). stage hit by Carlos Ar- | Heller’s Yacht Club was a reunion 
niches. Luis Bayon Herrera will di- | for the pair. 
rect. in a Benny Davis unit. 

Baires Films started shooting on David Hadburg, manager of Hazel- 
‘La Hora de las Sorpresas,’ Rosita; wood theatre, and Flora Ruth 
Moreno’s comedy, directed by Daniel | Shapiro, whose pop owns the house, 
| got married Sunday (15). 
| Just before opening at 

Friday (13), 


rador. 

‘Punte de Sangre’ (‘Bridge of 
Blood’), Spanish meller by Cusebio 
de Gorbea, drawing well with Ca- 


George Bernard, of 


mother had died in California. 


Yacht Club here to the Bowery, De- | 


The Jake Soltzes—he’s owner of | 


charge of | 


Rudy, | 


Carnegie | 


Lombardo show for Strand theatre, | 


Hal Leroy’s engagement at Jackie | 


They started together | 


Hollywood 





nett publicity outfit. 


George Woolsey changed his screen 
name to Norman Russell. 


Adberto Vila laid up with a rup- 
tured blood vessel in his leg. 


Alex Gottleib cracked a bone in 
his right hand playing tennis. 

Harry M. Warner tossed a lunch- 
eon for 175 Gold Star mothers. 


Van Nest Polglase resigned as 
chief of RKO’s art department. 


Katharine Hepburn planed in un- 
der the name of Emily Perkins. 


Arthur Hunnicutt here from 
Broadway to discuss acting deals. 


George Ward resigned from Music 
Corp. of America’s picture division. 


Barney Balaban due in from the 
east for two weeks of studio hud- 
dles. 


Patricia Collinge recovering from 
surgery on an impacted wisdom 
tooth. 


Margaret Sullavan back from a 
New England siesta to resume film 
work. 

Harry Warren, tunesmith, in the 
hospital under observation for pneu- 
monia. 

Edward G. Robinson appearing in 
a trailer for American Tuberculosis 
| Society. 

Alexander Korda slated to leave 
New York for London July 8 via 
Clipper. ; 

Priscilla Lane is going to marry 
John Barry, California newspaper 
publisher. 

Ruth Gordon arrived from New 
York to work in the next Garbo pic- 
ture at Metro. 

Rufe Davis will be Tulsa's guest at 
the Oklahoma Frontier Day blowout 
early next month. 

Mary Pickford appointed chairman 
of Hollywood Women’s Division of 
United China Relief. 

Zorina moves into the Paramount 
Monday for her dancing role in 
‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 

Ralph Jordan checked out of In- 
ternational News Service to join 
Metro’s publicity staff. 

Harry Brand returned from three 
weeks of vacationing in Sun Valley 
and the Grand Canyon. 

Loyanne divorced her dancing 
partner, Renard. Their legal names 
are Lois and Buford Bailey. 

Robert Presnell gave up screen 
writing for a major’s commission in 
the U. S. Army Signal Corps. 

Adele Rowland, former stage star, 
makes her film debut in ‘The Blonde 
from Singapore’ at Columbia. 

Rowland Brown back from New 
Orleans with data on Huey Long’s 
career, to be filmed next fall. 

Barbara Stanwyck and _ Robert 
Tayler planted their footprints in 
concrete at the Chinese theatre. 

Louis Bromfield deserted his Ohio 
acres to talk about the screenplay 
job on ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 

Edgar Bergen awarded an honor- 
ary Master of Arts degree by North- 
western University, his alma mater. 

Gladys George negotiating with 
John Tuerk, stage producer, for a 
role in ‘The Distant City’ on Broad- 
way. 

Rags Ragland had to take a sec- 
ond physical exam for the army 
when he moved from New York to 
| Hollywood. 
| Paul Von Hernreid, who first 
dropped the ‘Von,’ then changed his 
film name to Hammond, shifted 
again to Paul Henrie. 

John Murray is new manager of 
Ambassador Hotel theatre, succeed- 
ing Dick Pritchard, who is doing 
promotional work for the inn. 

Frank Selzer checked out of Pro- 
ducers Association publicity offices, 
where he had been working tem- 
porarily to organize the set-up. 

Don Deforest, imported from 
Broadway to play a motorcycle cop 
in ‘We Go Fast,’ drove his motor- 
bike through a fence and wound up 
in a hospital. 

Kent Cooper, Associated Press 
| chief, wrote the words and music of 
‘Dixie Gir],’ which is getting a heavy 








network plug, sparked by Harry 
Engel, Coast head of Broadcast 
Music. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 

Phil Cook boosted 
som Time via WABC. 

Boom note: resort hotel runs ad? 
for piano and sax player. 

The Grand, East Stroudsburg, tied 
up with Philly Record in puzzle 
| giveaway. 
| Willard Schillinger’s orch followed 
Junior Maguire’s at The Inn, Buck 
Hill Falls. 

Bart Dutton’s band opened for 
summer at Glenwood Hotel, Dela- 
ware Water Gap. 

Bill Diehl’s orch alternates be- 
|tween Onawa Lodge and Wilmer 
| Vogt’s Tavern, Mountainhome. 

Frank Kerr succeeded Fran Shinn 
as announcer on local Wyckoff-Sears 
Variety Hour, which takes the air 40 
|miles away via WSAN, Allentown. 

Shawnee Players open Friday (20) 
with ‘Broken Dishes’ at Worthing- 
jton theatre, Shawnee-on-Delaware. 
{Endorsed by local Elks, Kiwanis, 


Laurel Blos- 


Stanley | Lions, Rotary and Teachers College. 


Director Bernard Fairfax announced 


Bernard Dancers, received word his | 25% of receipts to British War Re- 


lief Society. 


Steve Berkey joined the Bev Bar- 
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TRENE FRANKLIN | 
Irene Franklin, 57, died June 16 | 
at the Englewood, N. J. hospital | 


after being stricken the previous | 
Friday (13) with a cerebral hem- | 
orrage. She had been living at 


the Actors Fund Home in the Jersey | 
town since last fall. 

Further details in 
section. 


the vaudeville 





| 
HENRY M. TENNENT | 


Henry M. Tennent, 62, theatrical 
manager and producer who as head | 


ARIES 


saddle, he also was noted as a boom- 


erang thrower. 

He leaves his widow, Marian, also 
a performer and a member of the 
Waite family. They were married 
for 37 years. 
held Monday (16) in New York, 
and burial under auspices of the 
NVA followed in Kensico Cemetery, 


m the City of Long Beach, L. I. | 
widow, Leah; a daughter, 


| Lil Harvey Clippers In 


' 


Also 
left his 
Florence, and another son, Herbert. 

| Actor is not to be confused ‘with the 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante team. 





Carl Beals, 55, charter member of 
'the Detroit IATSE, died June 9 at 
Middletown, O., following a short ill- 
ness. He leaves his son, Carl W., 
also a Detroit projectionist. 





Funeral services were | 


F. Weille Day, 51, screen advertis- 
ing representative of Interstate The- 
'atres, Inc., in Houston for the past 


N. Y¥ | Six years, died suddenly at his apart- 





DARWIN W. TRUSS 
Darwin W. Truss, 82, retired print- 


ing executive and one-time theatri- | 


cal producer and manager, was 


| ment in Texas State hotel, Houston, 
Friday (13). 

Father, 94. of William Horsley, 
president of Hollywod Film Enter- 


of H. M. Tennent, Ltd. produced) ¢ound dead June 12 in the bathtub! prises, and David Horsley, one of 
many London successes since the! o5¢ his New York hotel apartment. Hollywood's earliest film producers, 
firm’s formation in 1936, died June) police theorized that Truss was sud- died June 15 in Los Angeles. 


10 at a London nursing institution.| qenly stricken and fell into the tub. | 


Tennent’s stature in London the- 
atrical circles was comparable to that | 
of the Shuberts in New York. Ac-| 
cording to John C. Wilson, general | 
manager and producer for Noel 
Coward, the Tennent organization 
was ‘without question the most im-| 
portant firm in London which al-| 
ways had four or five plays running | 
at a time.’ 

Wilson also declared that although | 
he and Tennent were never partners | 
in any Official sense they would 
often have a financial share in 
each other’s productions and carry 
on a friendly business association. 
He further stated that during his 
absence in America, Tennent was 
producing the new Coward play, 
‘The Blithe Spirit,’ which was slated 
to have opened Monday (16). 

Manager of the famous Drury 
Lane theatre from 1934 to 1939, Ten- 
nent attended Oxford University and 
later entered the employ of John 
Broadwood & Sons, piano manufac- 
turers, with whom he remained until 
1914. After the World War he be- 
came associated with Moss Empires, 
Ltd., as booking manager. In 1931, 
he joined Howard & Wyndhan, Ltd., 
in a similar post and stayed in this 
position for two years, when he be- 
came general manager of Moss Em- 
pires and Howard & Wyndham 
Tours, Ltd. 

Plays which Tennant produced in- | 
cluded such notable hits as ‘Candida,’ | 
‘Retreat from Folly,’ ‘George and} 
Margaret’ in 1937; ‘Spring Meeting’ | 
and ‘Dear Octopus’ in 1938, and ‘The | 





Importance of Being Earnest’ in 1939. 
Tennant also handled the negotia- 
tions for sale of the picture rights 
to the Emlyn Williams play, ‘The 
Light of Heart,’ which preemed at 
the Apollo, London, last March. 





Some 35 years ago Truss was ac- 
tive as a producer of light operas 
and musical comedies and was also 
said to have managed the Primrose 
and West minstrels at one time. In 
recent years, however, he was not 
connected with the theatre and de- 
voted much time to managing two 
printing firms until he retired about 
10 years ago soon after.the death 
of his wife. ° 





EMMA VAN ALSTYNE LANNING 

Mrs. Emma Van Aistyne Lanning, 
85, known on the radio as ‘Aunt Em’ 
and the mother of the pop song com- 
poser, Egbert Van Alstyne, died in 
Chicago June 16. Two weeks ago 
she fell and broke her hip and was 
taken to the hospital in which she 
died. 

She was a performer on WLS, 
Chicago, for the past five years and 
had not missed any of her broad- 
casts in all that time. 

Son, Egbert Van Alstyne, survives. 

Burial in Chicago. 





GEORGE EBEY 

George Ebey, for years operator of 
the Fulton legit stock in Oakland, 
Cal., and formerly connected with 
the Orpheum circuit, died at 65 on 
June 3 following a long illness. 

Once rated a millionaire, Ebey lost 
his fortune and his health in the de- 
pression. He was on relief when 
stricken. Survived by widow and 
four children. His son by a previous 
marriage, Gene Ebey, who was asso- 


| ciated with him at the Fulton, died a | 


year ago. 





JOSE GARCIA LAVEADA 
Jose Garcia Laveada, 53, news- 
caster at station XEW, Mexico City, 
for the Cerveceria Central, one of 
Mexico’s leading breweries of which 





HERSHELL MAYALL 

Hershell Mayall, 78, vet actor of 
the silent screen and later active 
as a character actor in Detroit radio, 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage June 
10 at St. Mary’s hospital, Detroit. 

A screen contemporary of Dustin 
and William Farnum, Theda Bara 
and William S. Hart, Mayall was 
born in Kentucky and while attend- 
ing school in Minneapolis took a 
minor role in an Edwin Booth road 
show. It was the latter’s advice that 
continued him in the theatre. 
played stock leads in Cincinnati and 
San Francisco. He once boasted he 
still would be playing Frisco if the 
earthquake hadn’t toppled the thea- 
tre in which he played stock for six 
straight years. His first Broadway 
appearance was in “The Garden of 
Allah.’ 

Thomas Ince took him into films 
shortly after the earthquake and 
Mayall performed with most of the 
early stars, being Miss Bara’s lead- 
ing man in a score of pictures. He 
played the king in Ince’s ‘Civiliza- 
tion.” He was starred in several pic- 
tures during the 18 years in films. 

Mayall was employed for the last 
10 years at WYXZ, Detroit, usually 


as a senator, banker or the heroine’s | 


father, in such melodramas as ‘The 
Lone Ranger’ and ‘The Green Hor- 
net.’. He became ill June 6, dropping 
his*script three times during the per- 
formance of ‘The Lone Ranger,’ but 
continuing to the end of the broad- 
cast. 
He leaves a widow and one son. 





WILLIAM (BILLY) WAITE 


William (Billy) Waite, 60, retired 
circus performer who appeared with 
the Ringling Circus and was a mem- 
ber of the Australian Waites, famous 
theatrical family, died June 12 after 
a long illness at the Pilgrim State 
Hospital, Brentwood, L. I. 

Waite, who retired shortly after 
the Ringling strike at Madison Square 
Garden in New York several years 
ago, was born in Queensland, Au- 
Stralia. He was celebrated as a 
stock whip manipulator and was said 
to have wielded one which was 87 
feet in length. Besides holding the 


| June 


He | 


he was publicity director, died in 
the Spanish Hospital, Mexico City, 
10, of a stomach ailment. 
| Burial was in the Spanish Cemetery, 
| Mexico City. 

Born in Spain, Garcia Laveada 
| went to Mexico at an early age. 
Surviving are two sons, one of them 
| Carlos, the well-known Latin-Ameri- 
| can football player. 





AXEL JOHNNY JOHNSON 

Axel Johnny Johnson, who played 
vaudeville in the principal cities of 
| the world, and for years was a mem- 
ber of the Mantell’s Manikins troupe, 
died at his home in Everett, Wash., 
June 6. 

Johnson’s last vaude appearance 
was with Mantell’s Manikins in New 
York in 1929. 
lived with his mother, who survives 
along with four brothers, all non- 
pros, and did considerable work 


| 


various acts. 





FANNIE SUTTON 

Fannie Sutton, 77, early vaude- 
| villian, died June 11 in Santa Mon- 
ica, Cal. She toured the circuits in 
the early ’S6’s as ‘Aunt Fanny’ and 
later with her husband, known on 
| the stage as ‘Uncle Dick,’ with whom 
| she trouped, operated a family the- 
|atre in Los Angeles at the turn of 
| the century. 








GEORGE NEWTON 

George Newton, 74, oldtime legit 
manager, died in Chicago June 12. 
For many years he was manager of 
the Cort, now demolished, in Chi- 
cago. 

Widow survives. 
cago. 


Burial in Chi- 





WILBUR E. DAVISON 
Wilbur E. Davison, 74, member of 
the Weber Male Quartet for 48 
years, and also for years with the 
Meistersingers, died June 12 in West 
Newton, Mass. 





Jack D. Fink, 51, father of Lou 
Clayton, a member of the cast of 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ died of a stom- 
ach ailment June 12 at the Mt. Sinai 
Hospital, N. Y. He had been Deputy 





world’s record for riding on a flat 


Commissioner of Public Works of 


building manikins and puppets for | 





| H. J. Wingart, 74, father of Farl 
W. Wingart, with 20th-Fox home of- 
fice publicity staff, died of a heart 
‘atack June 7, at his home in Wichita, 
Kas. : 





| Father of Moe Silver, upstate N. Y. 
zone manager at Albany for Warner 
theatres, died at his home in Chel- 
sea, Mass., last week. 





Mrs. Mildred Moran, 84, mother of | 


| Polly Moran, film actress, died June 
11 at St. Mary’s hospital, Detroit. 


| Mrs. Emma Sadler, 66, former 


' vaude dancer with her husband, died 
| June 14 in Los Angeles. 


WB Wants Army 


Continued from page 3 








| 





ducers and virtually all film com- 
| panies, as well as the large agencies, 
| had reps down here during the run. 
| Nevertheless, it appears unlikely 
that the show has a future. Officers 
of the Training Film Production Lab- 
oratory, 
who staged it are assigned, gave it 
their complete cooperation, but feel 
that it has interfered with the job 
the unit has to perform. Members, 
accordingly, were shipped out on 
various location jobs yesterday 
(Monday) to forestall any more the- 
atricals. 

While War Dept. officials in Wash- 
ington, in the opinion that it would 
/be a great Army public relations 
| stunt to have the show on Broadway, 
as ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ was in the 
last war, could reverse the local offi- 
cers’ decision, that seems unlikely. 
Difficulty is that so many of the sol- 
diers involved belong to one small 
technical unit that any time out for 
a Broadway venture would bring 
much important work to a virtual 
standstill. Were they ordinary 
trainees assigned to scattered units, 
their absence would hardly be no- 
ticed. 

Wilk’s thought, it is understood, is 


| to have WB—which has frequently | 


gone out of its way in the name of 
patriotism—back the show on Broad- 
way. It would also make some ar- 
rangement to use part of the mate- 
rial in a film or films. 

Other potential producers down 
here for a gander were Lee Shubert, 
Harry Kaufman and Max Gordon. 
Demand by officers and civilians to 


Since then he had See the show at the 600-seat Red | 


Bank Elks Hall was so great the 
run was extended from five days to 
six days, the extra performance be- 
ing played Saturday night. Tickets 
—at 25c for privates and 50c for 
officers and civilians—went on sale 
for the Saturday performance at 


2:30 p.m. Friday and were gone by | 


that evening. 


Vanderfield 


Continued from page 1 




















| luxury-style clandestine 
He is described as an 
various occupations. 
Officials are grilling the pair seek- 
ing the source of their funds. 
| Meantime search for a clandestine 
| radio station goes on in Chiapas 
state, coffee zone on the Guatemalan 
| border which has long been a Ger- 
/man center but which has now be- 
come, the government has ascer- 
tained, a swarming nest of Axis ac- 
tivities. 
| Station, apparently a mobile one, 
is so cleverly operated that locating 
it is extremely difficult. But the 
| G-men are confident that before long 
' they will be able to catch up with it. 
| Heavy stressing of the advantages of 
dictators, of the Hitler and Musso- 
lini brand, and subtle what’s-the- 
use-nf-democracy is gist of program- 
ming. 


operators. 
American of 


to which most of the boys | 
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| ankle bone while trying to navigate; John Hemmer, Daily News pix snap- 


Attired in a blue jacket and a blue 
and yellow plaid skirt that in no 
‘way detracted from her chic, svelte 
appearance, Miss Harvey termed her 
mishap ‘just a foolish step.’ 
Completing a picture in Paris, just 
before the Nazi army changed the 
names of the city’s streets, Miss 
Harvey fled to Antibes, in Souther 
France, a few days before the Ger- 
man invasion. Describing food con- 
ditions in the area as ‘terrible,’ the 
diminutive actress, who once made 


ing pictures in Yankeeland’s Holly- 
wood before she returned to Europe, 


gunning and bombing of homes in 
the French Riviera sector by Italian 
avitators from ‘time to time’ and ‘ap- 
parently without rhyme or reason.’ 


Harvey moved to the home of a rela- 


hearsals and blackouts were con- 
ducted. It was during one of these 


stairway and broke her ankle. 

An agent will be probing the 
Hollywood possibilities while Miss 
Harvey rests her ankle at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. It was only after 
the actress left the field's Inter- 
national Marine Terminal that news- 


tractive looking ‘glass’ Miss Harvey 
sported was actually the jeweler’s 
goods. A star sapphire ring and two 


the film actress’ possessions. 
RKO Execs In 


the arrival 
liner from Los Angeles here to at- 


this week. The group’ included 
Perry Lieber, publicity director; 
|H. R. McDonough, vice-president; 
| Reginald Armour, assistant to the 
| prexy; Leonard Goldman and Rodney 
| Pantages. 

| Friday the 13th bore little fruit for 
ithe superstitious. Arnold Weiss- 
| berger flew in the TWA way from 
L. A. and Virginia Hill rode down 
lout of the clouds in TWA’s ‘Sky 
| Apache’ from Chicago to say hello 
to John Carroll. of the screen. The 
brunet nightclub operator and 





tive in Soleure, Switzerland, where | 
at 10 o'clock nightly, air raid re- | 


a staircase during a Swiss blackout. | 


German, French and English-speak- | 


told of the indiscriminate machine-, 


Two and a half months ago, Miss | 


per and dean of the airport photogs. 
The suggestions merely outline the 
procedure that has been in effect 
for many months by the men cover- 
ing the clipper movements but were 
actually papered to make certain 
that newsmen not familiar with the 
customs’ regulations will have some 
chart with which to navigate. 

Romantic note of the week was 
struck when Norma Shearer Ameri- 
can Airlined out to the western end 
of the line by her lonesome. La 
Shearer has been trotting along the 
airlanes with Sylvia Fairbanks, 
these recent calendar pages, and it 
was generally taken that when the 
screen star made her way westward 
alone, the widow of Doug, Sr., was 
listening to the sweet nothings 
mouthed by the male who of recent 
date has been so ardent. 





MARRIAGES 


Noel Carter to Gray Gordon, in 
Laurelton, L. I., June 9. Bride is 
the burley and nitery stripeuse; he’s 


blackouts that she slipped on the the orchestra leader. 


Dorothy Rice to Frank Barnes, in 
Schenectady, N. Y., May 30. She's 
with WGY’s music rights department 
and daughter of Edward A. Rice, 
violinist and leader of string orches- 


‘tra at WGY since 1922. Bridegroom 


men were told that the rather at- | 


| 


Another Saturday (14) event was Ritter, 


is a General Electric Co. engineer. 
Mary Margaret Mielock to Am- 
brose William Fitzgerald, Detroit, 
June 7. Bride is secretary to J. E. 
Flynn, Detroit district manager for 


rare yellow diamonds were among) Metro, and groom is owner-manager 


of the Fox theatre, Detroit. 
Dorothy Fay Southworth to Tex 
in Prescott, Ariz., June 14. 


at the landport of a! Groom is Columbia hoss opry star 
group of RKO execs by TWA Strato-| and bride, as Dorothy Fay, played 


' femme lead in four of his pix. 


tend a convention at the Waldorf | 


| heiress reputedly has Carroll as No. | 


|1 boy on her June list of bright 
}young men. Edgar Bergen, of the 
| Charlie McCarthy Bergens, was 


| scheduled into LaGuardia Field but 
| he hopped off the plane at Chi. to be 


| awarded an honorary’ collegiate 
| degree, at his alma mater, North- 


western University. He then aban- 
doned his original plan of coming on 
| to the City of Clowns, Crybabies and 
Chorines and returned to the Coast 
| in time for his Sundeenite broadcast. 
| Others who used TWA, the route 
most stars take when traveling 
j}among the stars, were Spyros 
| Skouras, Fox exec and Greek War 
| Relief leader; and Abbott and Cos- 
| tello, who blew in for a personal 
| appearance at the Criterion theatre’s 
| opening of their ‘In the Navy.’ The 
comedy combine cantered right out 
| of town again in time to L.A. it for 
| their Sunday night broadcast. 
Tallulah Bankhead United Air- 
| lined in from Reno, where she has 
| been acquiring a lion cub and los- 
| ing a husband; and Nancy Carroll 
| roamed in from the end of the line 
| to see what's new in Manhattan’s 
Midnight Menageries, 

Mrs. Hills In on Clipper 

Among the Clipper trippers of this 
| left-to-right of the calendar was 
| Mrs. Lawrence Hills, wife of the late 
editor of the Paris Herald, who left 
Paris 12 days ago. Declining to dis- 
cuss her experiences because of seri- 
| ous illness, Mrs. Hill was greeted at 
|the Pan-American base by Mrs. 
| Ogden Reid, wife of the editor of 
New York’s Herald Tribune. 

Marvin McCord Lowes, a Reader's 
Digest writer, left aboard the Yan- 
kee Clipper for a six-weeks’ look-see 
at Londontown. After leaving the 
Land of the Broad A, Marvin wants 
to do a brief on the current situa- 
tion. 
Sidney A. Bellasco, representative of 
six British publications, returning 
to his Sussex home after a circula- 
tion campaign here. 


reporters came to an end as sud- 


used in 





On the same flying boat was | 


| 


denly as it flared up. A set of ‘sug- | 
gested’ procedure methods to be | 


Hope Alessandronj to Leroy Miller, 
in Philly, June 13. Groom is mem- 
ber of KYW (Philly) spieler staff. 

Ethel Rowe to Elden Day, in St. 
Louis, June 13. Both are members 
of the Flying Concellos, aerilists 
with the Ringling circus. 

Helen Kifer to Clyde Hoyt, June 
14, in Sioux City, Ia. Groom, for- 
merly engineer at KSCJ, Sioux City, 


joins engineering department of RCA 


Manufacturing Co., Camden, N. J., 
shortly. 
Peggy Fleming to Tom Roark, May 


31, in Cascade, Col. Groom is en- 


gineer at station KVOR, Colorado 
Springs. 

Laura Whiley to Charles Nordhoff, 
in Reno, Nev., June 12. He's the 


film writer and novelist. 

Sally Martin to Edward F. Flynn, 
in Albany, June 14. Bride has been 
with WABY, Albany; he’s on the 
radio staff of Leighton & Nelson ad- 
vertising agency, Schenectady. 

Charlotte Monical to Carl Berg- 
bower, in Independence, Mo., last 
week, Groom is member of KMBC 
cowboy singers, Rocky and Rusty. 

Thelma Butterworth to Victor 
Wintermeyer, in Independence, Mo., 
May 11. Groom is in the accounting 
department at KMBC, Kansas City. 

Alyce King to Sydney De Azavedo, 
in New York, June 17. She's of 
King Sisters, singing quartet; groom 
is non-pro. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Faweett, Jr., 
twin sons, in Greenwich, Conn., May 
31. Father is prez of Fawcett Pub- 
lications, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, in Chicago, June 11. 
ther is with NBC Sales Traffic 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Engel, daugh- 
ter, June 12, in Brooklyn. Father 
is attached to Warners’ New York 
exchange in charge of exploitation. 


E. A. Stockmar, 
Fa- 
de- 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Schneider, son, 
June 12, in New York. Father is 
news and special events writer at 
NBC. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Wilshin, son, 
in Hollywood, June 13. Father is 
technician for National Screen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Marion, 
daughter, in Kansas City, last week. 
Father is member of KMBC cowboy 
singing duo, Rocky and Rusiy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hull Hayes, 
daughter, in New Rochelle, June 15. 
Father is general manager of WABC, 
N. Y 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Schmidt, 


The feud between Pan-American daughter, in New York, June 16. 
Airways and the LaGuardia Field Father is sales promotion manager 


of the Mutual network. 





King Sisters’ mother, Mrs. William 


interviewing and photo- K. Driggs, flew in from Los Angeles 
graphing passengers was drawn up | to attend wedding of Alyce King 
by PAA’s Walter ‘Bob’ Neff, chief of yesterday 
the public relations squad of the At-! Azavedo. 
lantic Division; and George Held, spiration for singer’s own lyric to 
N.Y. City Newser, with the nod of, ‘Everything Happens to Me.’ 


(Tues.) to Sydney De 
He’s in Army and is in- 


~ 


+ 
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Quentin 


ters. By now everyone was ex- 
hausted. It had been that tough. 

A woman came in and sat down 
and said, ‘I wonder if any of us will 
live until morning.’ It was a silly 
thing to say, but none of us laughed. 
I remembered I had a letter from 
you in my pocket which I hadn't 
had a chance to open. I opened it 
and started to read it. It was full 
of plans for next January. I couldn’t 
help but bust out laughing. We 
wondering if we'd get through the 
night and you worrying about the 
Giants or how Leo Durocher is do- 
ing. Next January is too far away 
to make any plans. However, make 
all you want after seeing Charley 
Colebaugh [managing editor of Col- 
liers] and I'll string along. 


Averill Harriman is the man of 
the hour here in London. We are 
having terrific censorship trouble; 
my two convoy stories were cut so 
that Collier’s had to combine them 
into one—and that wasn’t too good. 
It was a great trip, the biggest con- 
voy to come over. Ave [Harriman] 
has gone to bat for us and is in fact 
our representative at court. He even 
went to the cabinet. He’s the only 
man who could. The cabinet min- 
isters are all crazy about him and 
he works about 15 hours a day and 
never looked better in his life. 
Daughter Kathleen arrived here and 
is well liked. We have all taken 


her in tow and she has been writing | that Portugal looked like a place | 


some good stuff for the Express. 
{Kathleen Harriman has an INS as- 
signment.] 

Lauds Winant 


Winant, our ambassador, is a great 
man. He gets to look more like 


Lincoln and act more like him every 


day. In fact all of Roosevelt’s men 
over here are fine. Ben Cohen is 
terrfic—and how they all work. 
They are getting the stuff over here 
all right between them. 


Things are not nearly as much 
fun now as they were last fall. Then 
it was all new and exciting. | It isn’t 
now. It just gets you down a little. 
I was shocked when I arrived and 
saw what London looked like. It 
isn’t a pretty sight. 

I’ve been spending some week- 
ends in the country but had to be 
in town on that bad Saturday night. 
I finished the book this weekend 
and think it’ll do. It’s being typed 


and I'll air mail one copy (that'll | 


cost about 15 bucks) to you when 
it’s ready. “The Wounded Don’t Cry’ 
is doing well here and I ought to 
raise a few thousand for the Spitfire 
Fund with it. 

I had a lot of fun the first few 
days back. The boys opened with a 
‘surprise party’ run by Chris and 
Bill Stoneman. They had everyone 
to dinner and it was good. The 
surprise was—I got the check. 

Stuart Symington was over for a 
while doing something for the gov- 
ernment. He just left for home hav- 
ing (Averill says) done a good job. 
Everyone here works like hell. One 
might as well; there isn’t much else 
to do. 

We have one good break—sum- 
mertime, which means that it doesn’t 
get dark until 10:30. So the Germans 
never come over before 11 or so 
/ which gives us a chance for dinner. 

They have a new system. Last 
fall they came over every night— 
now they come over only occasion- 
ally—but when they do they are 
loaded. They don’t send a dozen or 
so over—they send 400 or 500 full 
of big stuff; much bigger stuff than 
they dropped last fall and winter. 
I saw one that hadn’t exploded. It 
looked like a Mack truck. 

The Hess story still results in bad 


gags here. We expect a report on 
it any day. It seems silly but abso- 
lutely no one knows what it’s all 
about yet. Not even cabinet minis- 
ters. Winston does, but he isn’t tell- 


ing. 
Expects to Do Film 

I expect to do a film within -a 
month or so but I’ve been too busy 
with Collier’s stuff and trying to get 
additional facilities to think much 
about what it’ll be. I saw Bob Har- 
ley, of Fox, and I guess Truman 
Talley has gotten in touch with him. 
Right now we haven’t anything in 
mind that interests either of us. 

Your second letter with the re- 
views just arrived. They are all 
right, I must say; better than the 
book deserved. I know Bennett 
Cerf will do his best with it but if 
I were home I’d be damned if I'd 
want to read any book about the 
war. I was awfully sick of all that 
Purposeless war talk at home. It’s 
a relief to be here where the war 
Is not a subject for academic dis- 
cussion or for radio commentators 
to kick around. 

Ed Murrow and Fred Bate are 
both back in town and doing their 
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usual good jobs. But they’re both 
| reporters; they aren't doing ‘think 
pieces.’ 

George Backer is here and we had 
|a swell luncheon for him. Tony 
Biddle, Averill and I agreed to share 
the expenses of one party rather 
' than each of us give a separate 
| thing. It was a good party and then, 
|}unknown to us, Tony grabbed the 
| check and wouldn't let us share. Did 
| it make me mad? Like hell. Tony 
jis ambassador to two defunct coun- 
|tries and minister to two more. I 
told him that if Hess is here to lead 
|a German revolt, he’ll end up being 
the ambassador for the ‘free Ger- 
| mans.’ 
| One other small news item. A 
‘Dublin newspaper reviewed my “The 
, Wounded Don’t Cry’ with particular 
attention to the chapter on Ireland. 
'It resented it terribly though I can’t 
find an unfair or untrue word in the 
chapter. The review ended by say- 
ing that I would be a very unwel- 
come guest if I ever returned to 
Ireland and then went further by 
‘saying I should be barred from Ire- 
‘land. Well, I know of no country 
I’d rather be barred from—North or 
South. 
| ‘In Bad’ in Lisbon 
; One of the boys just returned 
from Lisbon to tell me that I’m in 
bad there. 
on Lisbon—remember? 


I did a Collier’s article 
I suggested 


under sentence of death, etc. I was 
very kind, I thought. But the article 
/got back and there were editorials 
|in the papers raising hell—and now 
my pal says don’t ever apply for a 
Lisbon visa. 

Poor Bill Courtney, of our staff, 
‘had a lot of trouble there en route 
‘to Germany because of my piece. He 
‘sent me a message not to please 
|write anything about Spain, Por- 
tugal or Germany until he got his 
stories and managed to get out. How 
I’ll ever get home I don’t know. 
‘Lisbon is the only gateway open 
now. The countries I can’t go to 
are increasing. 

If I keep up this screaming about 
the censorship here I may be as 
unpopular as I am in Portugal and 
Ireland, and then there won't be 
anything left but Sun Valley and 
Carrizozo, New Mexico, either of 
which I would settle for. 

A bunch of us including all the 
American press, more than one cab- 
inet minister, high officials in the 
Ministry of Information are con- 
vinced that both England and Amer- 
ica can stand the truth. The three 
services object and they are ruling 
things. We get vague reports of 
military happenings and don’t get 
the truth until the thing has ceased 
being a story. 
object to censor of things that would 
endanger home security. Anyhow, 
it’s a bad problem and it gets no 
better. Tell Kyle Crichton [Col- 
lier’s staff writer] he’s lucky. There’s 
no censorship in Hollywood or at the 
Polo Grounds. 

Say hello to... and tell any or all 
of them my address is the Savoy 
and an airmail stamp only costs 30c. 
Let me hear from you but not about 
business. What is an agent for any- 
how? Quent. 














‘Filmers Nix Barns | 
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a 
want, but it’s a vain gesture. They’re 
too busy to be spared from their 
sprocket duties and even if they 
weren't they wouldn’t go east to pol- 


ish up on their dramatics when the 
Coast offers so many attractions of 
less sweat, toil and travel. Those of 
the legit who can pry themselves 
loose from contractual duties will 
make the hegira, but their number 
is meagre. 
Same Names 
Charles Butterworth is east for 


a helping of summer stock in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ supported 
by Jinx Falkenburg, who can’t ex- 


actly be called a cinemaite, as her | 
' are set for followimg Sunday. 


real success came via Broadway. C. 
Aubrey Smith is due for a stint at 
Dennis, Mass., in ‘Old English,’ but 


the stage knew Smith long before | 


his name flashed on a screen’s title 
sheet. 


Harpo Marx will perform with 


Alexander Woollcott in ‘The Yellow | 
Donald | 


Jacket’ at Marblehead, Me. 
Woods will do a season of stock at 
Elitch Gardens in Denver, from 
whence he came to films. Ingrid 
Bergman plans to get in a bit of act- 
ing in the shoe boxes if picture com- 
mitments do not pile up. Here and 
there a few others may drift east- 
ward for brief stands. but their 


We don’t, God knows, | 


| number is small and not too impor- 
| tant. 

| Naturally the Coast will have a 
few strawhatters of its own, spotted 
along the seaboard at Carmel, Malibu 
|Beach and Laguna, populated all- 
| year-around by a goodly percentage 
of intelligentsia. They’re not taken 
any too seriously by the film mob 
and rarely does a name appear pro- 
| fessionally in their midst. It’s most- 
ily little theatre, with homespun tal- 
ent. 











| Upbeat | 
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“May, N. J., for the tenth consecutive 
summer, 





Jimmy Hart orch current in River 
‘Boat Room of Cataract House, Ni- 
agara Falls, N. Y. 





Grant Wilson, former pianist for 
Johnny Joyce’s crew which closed 
‘at Fenway Hall, Cleveland recently, 
teaming up with Johnny Cow- 
‘gill in a new keyboard duo at hotel’s 
Coral Room. Spot cutting music 
budget for hot months. Haydr Hen- 
'dershott, bass, and Al Cornilla, also 
formerly with Joyce, joined Joe 
Baldi’s new ensemble which opened 
Hotel Allerton’s roof-garden June 13. 





| George Duffy’s orch returning 
from Kansas City’s Muehlebach Hotel 
for summer run at Hotel Cleveland’s 
|intimate Bronze Room. Following 
‘Lang Thompson who is taking his 
revamped outfit to the Mansion in 
| Youngstown, O., for a fortnight, and 
'then to Kennywood Park in Pitts- 
burgh June 30 for a fortnight. 





Sammy Kaye booked for three and 
possibly four weeks at Strand the- 
atre, New York, opening Aug. 29. 
'Makes at least eight weeks at that 
house for Kaye within 13 months. 





Manuel Contreris is the new or- 
chestra leader at Ka-See’s Club, 
Toledo, O. 





Pinky Tomlin band working east- 
ward for first time. Band will prob- 
ably come into New York area in 
late summer. 


| 





Everett Hoagland orchestra open- 
'ed June 17 at the Walled Lake 
| Casino, near Detroit, for a month’s 
stay. 








Matti Holli band, playing via 
| CKLW, Windsor, Ont., have moved 
| into Bob-Lo, Canadian resort re- 


/ opened this season. 





Alex Bartha plays seven-day week 
| schedule from June 21 to Labor Day 
| at Steel Pier. 








Toots Mondello is to join Gene 
'Krupa on sax-clarinet. 





Ed Drew opened Monday (16) with 





his WPRO studio band in the Gar- 
den Restaurant, Biltmore Hotel, 
Providence, R. IL, for the summer 
season, 

Jimmy Blair, formerly vocalist 
with Teddy Powell’s band, now has 
his own radio program, ‘Who's | 


Blue?’, six times weekly at 8:15 a.m 
via WJZ and NBC-Blue network. 

Vaughn Monhoe will tee off name 
bands July 4 at Celoron Park Pier, 
near Jamestown, N. Y. Succeeding 
Saturdays: Al Donahue, Woody Her- 
man, Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, 
Horace Heidt, Frankie Masters and 
Alvino Rey. 








‘Deacon’ Moore opened yesterday 


(17) at the Lake Breeze Pier, Buck- 
eye Lake, O., to continue through | 
July 11. Jerry Wald moves in on 
July 12 for six weeks. ‘Names’ 
booked for one-nighters by manager | 
‘Doc ’Perkins include: Woody Her- 
man, June 19; Al Donahue, July 14: 
Jimmy Dorsey, July 26. 

Ben Young replaces Robby Day, 


June 21 for one week, at the Crystal 
Danceteria, Buckeye Lake Park, O. 
Park’s new Danceland opens Sunday 
(22) with Benny Goodman; Inkspots 





Bob and The Twins, formerly the 
Vocalaires, set for four weeks at the 
Stark Hotel, Alliance, O., opening 
June 30. Move up from the 2800 
Club’s Showhar, Dayton. 





Howard Sinnott, former manager 
of Red Nichols band, is new assist- 
ant to one-night booker Dick Gabbe 
at General Amusement Corp. 





Ardie Wilbur four piece combo. 
now at small Kew Gardens, L. lL. 
spot. taken for personal management 
by Warren Pearl 


Canadian Patriotism 


Montreal. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

It will amuse you to know that 
President Roosevelt is the top night 
club entertainer of this area. Dur- 
ing his recent broadcast a packed 
house sat in concentrated silence for 
his entire speech (no drinks or food 
served). At the close of his per- 
formance fhe entire audience arose, 
|clapping and cheering vociferously. 
He was a complete show-stop. 

Proving that, in some respects, the 
British are thoroughly . prepared, 
Rodney McLennan, m.c., rose and 
sang a new song especially imported 
from England and held for the oc- 
casion, titled ‘Thanks Mr. Roosevelt.’ 
Song looks like a click for Canada, 
having been repeated every night 
since to local acclaim. 

Second song in popularity is a 
rollicking little ditty entitled “The 
King Is Still in London’—this is one 
of those sword-waving affairs that 
will probably soon be seized upon 
by the Ben Yost singers and like 
groups as an appropriate vehicle. 

Third, and by now classic, is of 
course “There’ll Always Be an Eng- 
land,’ engendering mass choral re- 
sponse wherever it’s sung. 

Our advice to all American acts 
who contemplate playing Canada is 
to dope out a flag-waving payoff of 
some description. Secondary advice 
is to leave behind all Latin routines, 
as the bulk of the local audience is 


nese waltzes and jitterbug responses? 
Michael (Walton &) O’Rourke. 


The Power That Is Shakespeare’s 
Maplewood, N. J. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

As press agent of the Maplewood 
theatre, I was accosted in the lobby 
by two slightly distraught ladies 
during the performance of ‘Twelfth 
Night.’ 

‘We have to come out and tele- 
phone if you don’t mind. My aunt 
here just remembers she left the 
electric iron lit in the basement of 
our home and it may have set the 
place afire.’ 

With that she attempts to get her 
home, and failing to find anyone 
home, called a neighbor, who stated 
smoke had been discovered coming 
out of the basement, so the fire de- 
partment had been sent for and 
were attending to the fire now. 

‘Well,’ said the lady emerging 
from the booth, ‘we can’t do any- 
thing now. It would cost us $2 for 
a taxi to Summit and we could be 
of no service. To make matters 
worse we would lose the rest of the 
evening with this delightful Shake- 
spearean comedy. I say, let’s return 
to our seats and check on the fire 
afterwards.’ 

So saying, they returned to the 
performance, and after the show, 
again phoned the neighbor, who re- 
ported the fire was out. 

‘See,’ said the level-headed phonee, 
‘It was only a little fire and imagine 
missing Helen Hayes for that!’ 

Al Dalzell. 


Wrong Credits 
New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


—Music item of June 11, 
states: ‘The Things I Love’ melody 
was adapted by Howard 
From the enclosed copy you 


ment. 
ithe tune. 

I might add that Larry Clinton 
wrote ‘My Reverie,’ not Andre Kos- 
| telanetz, as you stated. 

Harold Barlow. 


British Music Biz Up 





New York. 
Editor, VARIETY 
Relevant to the article in Variety 
about conditions in the British mu- 
sic business: As far as my own firm 
| is concerned, and those others with 
| which I am associated, trade has 


| been exceedingly good and not only 
was the net profit for the period 
ended March 31 improved but esti- 
mates in the weeks since then show 
an improvement of 60% on last year. 

Our record sales and Performing 
Rights earnings aré likewise in- 
creased considerably, the only sec- 
tion in which we have suffered be- 
ing in foreign earnings. 

We have experienced some in- 
crease in the cost of exploitation, 


is truth 
plugs and payments for orchestra- 
tions has become a serious item. 





in pre-war days that we experienced 
outbreaks of this kind. 


| Incidentellv voll mov he interecteda 


at present wavering between Vien-’ 


But in my view this in itself is an | hospital. 
indication that business is good—j|not revealed, Although destitute he 
it was always at such good periods | was 


WHAT THEY THINK 


{to know that the first of the BMI 

| tunes published there is reacting 

|very well, ‘There I Go,’ which looks 

as if it may be a very big hit. 

: Req Connelly. 

Coincidental Lyrics 

Bayside, N. Y. 

Editor, VARIETY: 

I read with great interest your 
paper of June 11 about the unusual 
coincidence of the three following 
songs: ‘We Go Well Together,’ ‘Es- 
sential To Me’ and ‘I Take to You’ 
being written around the same lyri- 
cal theme. 

It interested me especially, be- 
cause I happened to write the song, 
‘We Go Together,’ which was pub- 
lished by BMI before any of the 
aforesaid mentioned songs were out. 

I brought my song ‘We Go To- 
gether’ to BMI a year ago last April 
when BMI first opened their doors, 
and Merritt Tompkins, Sidney Kaye, 
Milt Rettenberg and Bob Sour can 
verify this. 

VarRIETY even ran an article about 
six months ago mentioning the four 
songs I wrote the words and music 
of: ‘Window Wishing On Fifth Av- 


enue,’ ‘My Prayers Were Answered,’ 
‘We Go Together,’ ‘Broken Hearted.’ 

Am just writing this letter for the 
record, 


Fred Hillebrand. 











Jim Farley 
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legislators hatch some changes in the 
radio law. If such discussions are 
to take place the networks believe 
that they and their affiliates should 
first equip themselves with a go- 
between of national prestige. The 
go-between would be invested with 
broad authority and would serve as 
spokesman for the industry. Only 
fly in the ointment under such a 
setup would be the refusal of the 
Mutual Network to be a party to it. 


NBC and CBS are still of the 
opinion that by bringing their ob- 
jections to the FCC’s mandates 
against them out into the open they 
have put themselves in a better po- 
sition for negotiating a modification 
of these rules across the table. It 
is also believed that because of the 
personal acrimony developed dur- 
ing the course of the fight prudence 
would dictate the moving in of a go- 
between whose particular talent for 
sober weighing of essential issues 
would avoid any further rubbing 
against the grain and also serve to 
fuse the conflicting interests within 
the industry itself into a single plan 
of collaborative action in negotiating 
with the FCC. 











Steve Clow 
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| tempting to extort money but most 
| of the victims shrank from giving in- 
| formation to the district attorney. 

| Brevities was a sort of Broadway 
| adaptation of Town Topics, pub- 
lished by the notorious Col. William 


I wish to correct your Inside Stuff | D’Alton Mann, whose specialty was 
which | digging up dirt on New York’s so- 


cialites. That paper, too, has long 


Barlow. | been defunct. 
can | 
easily see the error of that state-/| piled up in the prosecutor's office, 
I did the lyric, Lewis Harris | a stream of show biz well-knowns 


When complaints against Clow 


were summoned downtown. One 
after another attempted to claim 
they didn’t have incriminating evi- 
dence. The d.a. became so exasp- 
erated that he sent word uptown to 
Broadway that unless he was sup- 
plied with the evidence, all com- 
plaints would be _ wastebasketed. 
Miss Joyce alone had the courage 
and the career of Clow terminated. 
Since his release from jail, he is said 
to have lived principally on hand- 
outs 

One of his abortive ‘campaigns’ 
| was an attack on Variety. The sto- 
| ries got scant consideration, for those 
in the know were aware of Clow’s 
| reputation and regarded the Variety 
| yarns as just another attempt at 
|shakedown. However, after he was 
| released from Atlanta, Sime, who 
| had been staking Clow while he was 
in federal prison, gave him a job in 
the office and he read galley proofs 
for about six months so that he 
lmight readjust himself after im- 


which would seem to indicate there | prisonment. 
in the report the cost of | 


Clow went to Bellevue in a taxi 
| and was placed in the psychopathie 
ward, then to another spot in the 
Exact cause of death was 


buried Thursday (12) from 
Campbell’s funeral parlors, a former 
| Broadway author, now on the Coast. 
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